
Asa rule, the only native growth upon it
is sage-brush aud a few hardy herbaceous

plants. As those cover not a tenth part of

the surface, and all are of small growth, the
land is easy to clear aud smooth in readi-

ness for planting; the whole scarcely, if

any, mure laborious or expensive than the

preparation of the virgin prairie soil of the
Mississippi valley. L. H. E.

A BEET SUGAR MEETING.

Editor The Ran-ch: I was a subscriber
to the American Garden, edited by your-
self and associates, until November last,
when it changed in management. I was

very much pleased to learn you had decided
to locate in North Vakima and engage in
the publication of an agricultural and horti-
cultural paper. We need a live, practical
journal devoted to farming and fruitgrow-
ing. To gain practical information through
an agricultural paper, it should be located
where it can note the conditions of climate,
noil and cultivation A paper located where
they are dependent upon rain is of little
value in an irrigating country. The Rural
Northwest comes the nearest to filling the
requirements of any paper published so far
in the northwest. The Ranch, under your
management, cannot but prove a success.

Sinco the publication of an article on beet
sugar in tho Yakima Herald, quite a num-
ber have spoken to me upon the subject;
all feel interested in the establishment of a
beet sugar factory, an:l will obligate them-
selves to plant a certain number of acres to
beets. I would suggest calling a mass meet-
ing of the farmers and those interested to
meet at North Yakima Saturday, January
27. By that time we could have certain
data to lay before the meeting verifying
statements already made, and hav# a general
discussion upon the subject.

C L. Gano, Moxee.

Broom Corn on the Ahtanum.
Messrs. Parker & Fisk exhibit some fine

brooms, the product of the culture of broom
corn in '93. They cultivated ten acres
under irrigation, getting a yield of over
three tons of superior broom on the lot,
which is a good average yield. This year
they willput in 25 acres and open a factory
in North Yakima, to be nearer to labor and
market. Several other parties will proba-
bly engage in the industry this year.
Messrs. J. E. Schwarlze & Sons are reported
to have had fine success with their 20 acres
of broom corn on Knob Hill.

A young bee sheds its skin half a dozen
times before getting its win^s.

Some bee writers say that drones from
imported queens are just as good as any.

A inieroscopist says that a queen bee
has 5,000 eye*, a worker 6,000 and a drone
double that number. Possioly.

Ants often trouble bees. A French bee
journal recommends scattering pulverized
crude napthaline iv places frequented by
the pests.

Alfalfa furnishes beea plenty of work
all the season in this part of the ntat«.

THK RANCH.

CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT SHIPPING.

The time is at hand when the fruit-

growers of eastern Washington should
organize for mutual benefit and protection
if they wish to secure the best results
from the products of their orchards the
ensuing year. It is estimated that we
willship 1,000 car-loads the coming sea-
son, and of this number Yakima will
contribute 250. At this writing nothing

has been done towards securing a market,

or special facilities in transportation. It

has been thoroughly demonstrated in Cal-
ifornia that only thorough co-operation
can the small grower expect to reaHza
any margin of profit from his orchard.
The numerous successful organizations of
this kind in California speak for them-
selves and surely what has proved of
great benefit to the growers of that state

willprove equally beneficial to the grow-

ers of eastern Washington. I advocate an
organization similar to that of the "Cal-

ifornia Fruit Union." This organization
is composed of growers Jill over the north-

ern and central part of the state. They

have one head office, with local branches
or agents at each shipping point. The
phenominal success of this combination
of growers from the start, is well known
to all who have made a study of "how to

market our fruit." It is only through
some such organization that the growers

of Eastern Washington can expect to
secure uniformity in their system of pack-
ing and in the package?, the highest
market prices, and last but not least
"fast time and low freight rates."

Geo. 0. Mitchell.
[Mr. Mitchell has had seven or eight

years'experience as manager and shipper
for fruit-growers' associations in Cali-
fornia. His knowledge of this business
will be appreciated by Yakima fruit-
growers. The Ranch is open for brief,
pointed discussion of this important busi-
ness proposition.—Eds.]

Horticulturists in Washington, as else
where, differ in opinion regarding the best
time to plant trees—spring or fall, which
means about this; If yon Deed an orchard
and did not put out the trees last tall,
stick them in next spring. Xo use to
waste a year by waiting for fall to come

around. Choose few and on!}' well ttie.l
varieties except to experiment with in a
limited way.
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The Editors ofTha Etanoh know by experiooct

that

Burpee's Seeds Grow
Vegetable Sen .la ofnil Beit sorts.
Farm See is ut Highest Grades.
All the Proven Varieties.
Flower Seeds of My own Growing,
unit also tie lust Kuropenn Strains.

Burpee's Farm Annual
for 1894, Is tent free to all applicants
mentioning The Ranch.

\V. ATLEE RURPEE& Co., PHILADELPHIA.

EXCELSIOR NURSERY.
J. I). MEDILL, Prop.

Ncrth Yakima, Wash, Location N. K.
part of City.

Offlcrs to tree planters fcr the Spring of "iv n
full line of

HOME GROWN TREES,
especially adapted to the needs of commercial
planters. Place your orders at once, t<> insure
getting what you want. My varieties are true
to liiiine anil free from insect pest?, (.'all and
examine my stock, and be convinced of Its sup-
eriority.

Pear and Cherry Trees
Are my specialties, but all other

Fruit and Ornamental Trees
and shrubs, Grape Vines and Small Fruits. Null,

etc are included in my nursery stock

GET MY PRICES
before bavins for your §pringplantlnjr. Corre*

pond mo solited. Catalogue free.

GRESHAM NURSERY,
E. P. SMITH, Proprietor, (iresham. Oregon.

FOR APPLES, PEARS, PEACHES, PRUNES,
Apricots and nil other fruit trees and

plants. Send for our free catalogue.
Cgy~Special quotations on large quantities.

Ornamental trees and plants are our specialties.

BURROWS & MILLION,
HIS FIRST ST., SEATTLE, WASH.

A. C. FRY & CO.,

COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
DKALKRS IN

Green and Dried Fruits, Vegetables, Butter,
Cheese, Poultry, Uame, Veal, Hogs. Corres-
pondence solicited. Returns made uromptly.
928 Wt-t street, Seattle.

SEEDS, TREES, BEE SUPPLIES.
We carry nothing but FIRST QUALITY

goods; you can afford nothing else. FAIR

DEALING is our motto. Give us a trial
order.

ANDREWS-RICHARDSON CO.,

Opposite N. P. depot: Cor. West 5: Columbia Sts., Seattle, Wash.


