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RANCH SMALL TALK.

How many of your neighbors have you

asked to subscribe for The Ranch?
The Ranch is growing like a west coast

fir tree, or like eastern Washington alfalfa.
Watch it grow?and give it a boost, it you

think it worthy.

Now is time to think about the weeds.
They are easy to kill at the right time; veri-

table monsters of destruction ifyou let them

get the start of you.

It is a pregnant fact that may develop

great results, that our payments for sugar

abroad about equal our income from foreign

sales of wheat and flour.
A herd of dairy cows furnish a home mar-

ket for beets, parsnips, and some ©f the

other root crops, and a home market for the
bulky products is always the best market.

Have you "writ"to your friend back east

by sending him a copy of The Ranch? He

can have it for three months for 25 cents.

How can you better inform him about the
great northwest country?

The county horticultural society is spread-
ing fast. The Kiona district promises a

large contingent of members, and wide-
awake, co-operative action on insect pest
inspection and fruit shipping arrangements.

You can make a little money, and do a
lot of good work, by forming clubs of sub-
scribers for The Ranch. We want a live

man, who has the interests of his section at
hsart, to introduce The Ranch in every

community of the Pacific northwest.

"The decline of life" with the horse gen-

erally sets in at the ninth or tenth year.

Then is about the time to let some other fel-
low own it. Of course there are exceptions
to the rule, but that in general is good prac-
tice. Dispose of all auimals when they have

reached the down grade.

Don't forget that next Saturday, Feb. 10,
is the day you are going to tho fruit grow-
ers' meeting in North Y'akiina. Sugar beet
growers' meeting at same time and place.
Subjects: Insect pests; beet sugar; the
Spokane convention of next week; fruit

shipments for right prices.

Put all business agreements in writing,
each party to the contract taking a copy.
Pass receipts for all cash transactions. If

bills must be run, make frequent settle-
ments. Record all legal papers promptly,
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such as deeds, bills of sale, etc. Lay by
the coin against the day of the tax col-

lector. Avoid the justice's shop. Make a

will, lest the grim reaper takes you una-

wares. All these things are trouble savers.
The fruit exhibit willbe a feature of the

Spokane convention. Of course the Yak-

will be well represented along with the
other parts of the northwest. Get together

samples of your very best Sunday-go to-

meeting specimens, gentlemen, for the show.

Some of those superb photogruphs of fruit
ranches ought to go along as well.

Wet wheat for seed will not pay, accord-
ing to test J>y C C. Fulton, reported in the

Walla Walla Statesman. He made a seiies

of tests with the wet wheat, and discovered
that one-fourth to one-third of the wheat

simply rotted away, while that portion
which sprouted was very rank and unsatis-
factory. The pointer should be heeded.
Those who have been figuring on the avail-
ability of wet wheat for seed owe it to their

best interests to test it and be saved from

loss.
Californians are fertile in ways aud means

to accomplish ends. The latest in the

determination of the state horticultural
society to publish a phamphlet to teach
people how best to cook and utilize fruits.
Prof. E. E. Smith aud E. J. Wilksou will

do the compositing aud editing, while an-

other committee will atteud to publishing
anJ circulating the work. Not a bad

scheme, certainly. The book is destined to
have a wide circulation and will do much to
increase the consumption of fruit. It may

not open new markets but it will expand
the old ones.

California's big mid-winter fair is ap-
proaching the height of its glory. Though
all the Pacific states were cordially invited
to participate there are few exhibits from

outside the state of California. Oregon is
to have a building, but it is far from com-
plete at this date. Washington is whero
she ought not to be?out in the cold, A
chief feature of the exposition is the horti-
cultural display made by the different fruit

growing counties of California. The dis-

plays are bewildering to read about. Of
course, the citron fruits take the lead at
this season of the year. The floral show is
also fine, over a ton of flowers and ever-
greens having been used in decorating the
interior of the Alameda building alone.

Not only can Yakima county grow fiae

watermelons but her climate preserves

them. On February 2, as the writer was
passing the office of H. Spinning & Co.,
he was invited in by Mr. Leeper to witness
"the cutting of a melon." And sure enough
the knife was applied to a malon that
weighed, when placed in the window last
August, exactly, 50 pounds. To say that
it opeued as perfect in crispness aud flavor
as the day it was plucked would be exagger-
ation. But it was well preserved, the
seeds were all right, tho water had accumu-
lated in the large cavity in a sort of dropsi-
cal way aud the rocy oolor was somewhat
dimmed, but there was no decay and there

was enough of the genuine flavor to set a

Georgia darkie dancing with delight. The

melon had lost eleveu pounds since it* in-

carceration.
For a brief while, back numbers of TiiK

Ranch can be supplied to new subscribers.
It is best to begin with number one and
thus possess the first volume complete.

Do not fail to break it to youi neighbors,

gently but frequently, that no better in-

vestment of 1 12-13 cents per week cau be

made than in subscribing to The Ranch.

The editor of the Renter says that hop
vines in sheltered places about the city of

Kllensburgh threw up sprouts two inches in
length last week. Truly a growing town is
Kllensburgh.

Kittitaa valley farmers arc making more

money out of their pork product than from
anything else. The dairy cow and the pig

willknock a very large hole in the Kittitas
wheat bin before many years.

The newly appointed receiver of the Yak-
ima land office has assumed the reins and
is driving away in gallant style as of yore.
ThoHe having business with Mr. Snelling
willreceive prompt and courteous attention.

A newly established creamery at Vau-
couver turns out 300 pounds of tip-top but-
ter per day. The best ot it is that the ven-
ture is a profitable one from the start. An-
other argument for more cows aud more
butter all over the state.

Nine carloads of aheep were shipped from
Prosser last week. Four of them were con-
signed to Meeker and five to British Co-
lumbia. The low price of wool is getting
in its expected work on the ranges of Wash-
ington, but those who stick to their flocks
may do the best in the long run.

Fruit growers, how do these words sound
to you? "The shrinkage in the price (of
green and dried fruits) is due neither to
over-production nor to railroad extortion.
It is due to a system of organized robbery
devised and carried out by middlemen.
They rob the producer at one end and the
consumer at the other." This strong and
direct charge is made by the Irrigation Age
after a careful investigation of the subject.
The remedy is organization. That's certain.

The experiment stations of this country
announce a list of weeds numbering 650.

As yet few, very few, ot the noxious
varieties are found in the state of Wash-
ington. How long this may be said depends
largely upon the people who settle here and

tillthe farms and gardens. Weed seeds
will be brought in in hundreds of ways.

If the plants from them are allowed to
ripen and distribute their seeds it willnot
belong before weeds willcrowd the useful
plants of the farm and lessen their product-
iveness. Heed this instance: It is assert-
ed that in the Dakotas 1,000 square miles
of wheat suffer a loss of five bushels per

acre from the presence of a single weed?
the Russian thistle! A cool million dollar
loss per year to the farmers of the region,
Will clean cultivation pay in this virgin
state?


