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PROSPECTS.
A flue, perhaps llie very best class of

citizens, the more intelligent and pro-

gressive fanners, are brought into the

country by the irrigation system. The
reason is that only men ' of advanced
ideas and intelligence can readily com-
prehend the conditions of agriculture
under irrigation. Only such men dare to

undertake its practice. When they do,

and meet with the almost certain attend-
ant success, a community is established
that is of an uncommonly high decree of

civilization. Small farms and thickly
settled districts augment the condition to
an extent that has developed the almost
idealic communities of the irrigated dis-
tricts of California, and the like of
which are being built up in the Inland
Empire of Washington. Oregon and
llaho. ?

* * *
Yes, we meant thai we believe that the

blimate of the wet districts of the west
boast is hot conducive to the develop-

ment Of fine flavor in the fruits which
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matters. Uncle Sun haa t\nn,i enough In
the line of giving farms to his boys :uid
girls,when he gives them the land,without
digging wel'.s for them. Next thing, they
will be Biking for houses with swell front
windows nnd vine covered porches. It
is all right for states and even counties to

engage iv such work if they want to; but
there the paternalism should stop. Home
rule government; Home rule expenses?
home rule taxes are enough iinil all any
self respecting community should nsk
for. Let every community be self-sup-

porting, and run its own schools,
churches, roads, bridges, irrigation canals
and?well?. Enlist outside capital if you
like. That's a straight business propo-
rtion; that's home rule, ifyou do it right.

Now here comes in the Russian thistle,
and the attempts of certain "statesmen"
to argue the whole people into the ex
pense of pulling the weeds for those who
have been so careless in their funning as

to let a very bad weed, the Russian
thistle, get ahead or them. They, tod,
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Another wonder is, that although plant-
ing hai already begun, it will go on till
JuiH! or July without failure, all because
of the virtual control of Uie weather pos-
sessed by the irrigationist. Control of
moisture at planting time is the chief
essential.

# * *
With all our balmy inter mountain

days, yet the nights have been so cool that
the fruit buds have remained dormant un-
til all danger of killing frosts is virtually
passed by on the other side, along with"
old Winter. That is, on the other side of
the Rockies. Here the days and weeks
and months of wiiiier and early spring
have been fullof promise of rich harvests
in summer and autumn. Our brothers "11
the Mississippi valley, in most of
the fruit sections from Texas to Minne-
sota, Missouri, Illinois, Michigan and
IdWfihave suffered badly. Warm March
weather had brought the fruit trees intd
bloom, and then last week came along
a terrible blizzard and cold wave that iri
a night destroyed with a withering touch
itll tile glor'V df Uldorn1 thid tlife' liddeS Uf' ft
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