
ABOUT INSECTS.

[Allinquiries oonoernlng tnieota orplant dis-
eases should be aooompanted by \u25a0peolmens,
ifpossible. In sending insects please ob-
serve the following directions: Adult in-
sects should firstbe killed. This win easily

and quickly be done by putting the insect
for a few moments in a closed vessel with a
few drops of chloroform. Any method,
however, which does not mutilate the
specimens, will answer. Place the speci-

mens to bo sent in a stout tin or wooden
box. packing them with cotton, so they will
not be broken. Caterpillars and other lar-
val forms should be sent alive, care being
taken to put enough of the food plant in
the box to last two days. Do not punch
holes in the box. The mailingrate on pack-
ages of insects or plants is 1 cent per ounce.
Accompany the specimens with your notes
and observations. Write your name plain-
lyon the outside of the package, and ad-
dress It to Prof. C. V. Pipkk, Pullman,
Wash.

"Never ask a question if you can
help it; but by all means do not re-

main ig-norant for the sake of asking
a question if you can't help it." This
is pretty good advice, but it would be

even better if more emphasis were

laid on the second clause. Asking a

question is not nearly so much a con-

fession of ignorance as it is the sign

of a desire to know more. This col-

umn is not only for the benefit of the

man who writes us, but also for those
half-dozen other fellows who never
write. So by all means ask questions.

Even if we can add little or nothing to

your stock of knowledge, remember
that your neighbor may not be so for-

tunate. Anything like a complete
knowledge of the injurious, as well as

of the beneficial insects of the state,
can only be had by the co-operation of

every farmer and fruit grower in the

state. Every farmer in the state is in-

terested in knowing what insects

trouble his neighbors' crops. The bug

that is eating up your neighbor's crop

this year may be after your own next

year. Don't be one of those half-

dozen other fellows.

Wooly Aphis.

I send you herewith a couple of ap-
ple tree roots from nursery stock two
years old, brought up here a few days
ago by a Walla Walla nurseryman.
Of 500 trees Ibrought home fully one-
fifthare thus affected. Is this some-

thing serious, and is it safe to plant
any of the stock? J. W. H.

Tekoa, May 2, 1894.

Answer —The large wart-like tuber-

cles on the specimens sent are without

doubt caused by the root form of the
wooly aphis (schizoneura lanigera),
though I find none of the insects pres-

ent. The pest is indeed a serious one

—one of the worst which infest the

apple. The insect exists in two forms,

the root form and a branch form,
either of which may be propagated
from the other. Therefore examine

the twigs carefully to see ifthe branch

form is present. The trees may safely

be planted after treating by either of

the following methods: The first is to

dip the roots into kerosene emulsion,
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allowing them to remain therein three

or four minutes. If the branch form
of the insect exists it may likewise be

destroyed by the emulsion. The sec-

ond method is to dip the roots for half
a minute into scalding- water, not

cooler than 120 degrees nor hotter than

150 degrees. In either case the object
is to kill the insects, which are almost
certain to be concealed in the crevices

of the "warts." Of the two methods

we prefer to use the kerosene emul-

sion.
This is the second instance which

has recently come to my notice of

Washington nurserymen sending out

trees infested with wooly aphis, and
the practice can not be too strongly
condemned. In the absence of any
satisfactory law on the subject, it

would seem to be to the interest of all

orchardists to publish the names of

nurserymen guilty of such methods,
as the best means of discouraging
such practices. It matters not wheth-

er the nurseryman is guilty of care-
lesness or merely ignorant. In the

first case he wouldbe unworthy of con-
fidence; in the second, not properly
trained to his business. In either case

he is doing an undoubted injury to

our fruit growing interest by thus dis-

tributing so bad a past.

Tent Caterpillars.

I send you a twig- of a prune tree
with the eggs of some, insect on it.
Please inform me what it is; and
whether injurious or not. C. D. W.

Spokane, April24, 1894.

Answer —The broad band of eggs on

the prune twig sent are those of one

of the species of Clisiocampa or tent
caterpillar moths. We have four spe-

cies of Clisiocampa in the state, and

we cannot determine from the eggs

alone just which one yours is. The
habits of all are nearly the same. In
May the eggs hatch into caterpillars,
which at once begin to devour the
young leaves. After a few days the
caterpillars construct a silken nest or
tent in the fork ofa branch, and except
when feeding, they congregate in
this tent. From this habit they re-
ceive the common name of tent cater-
pillars. The caterpillars when full

grown are two inches long, and while

the color differs in the different spe-
cies, it is always largely bright yel-
low. The moths are a dark cinnamon
color, with two oblique bands on each
fore wing. This pest can easily be

controlled by gathering the bands of

eggs in winter or by destroying the
caterpillars when congregated in their
tents. These tents are so conspicuous
that there is no possible excuse for

any one allowing them to remain in
his orchard. Besides fruit trees, these
caterpillars feed on various species of
willow,alder, service berry and other
bushes.

Another Good Word.
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To C. P. Wicox, President Yakima
Horticural Society:—As a fruit grower
of the northwest, I am proud of The
Ranch, and I trust that it will be ap-

preciated as it deserves. The fact that
it is edited by men so well known to
every reading horticulturist of the na-

tion speaks volumes for it as well as

for the whole northwest.
Robert Schleichek,

State President for Idaho of the North-
west Fruit Growers' Association.

An easy way to "write" to your

friends in the east all about this

country is to send them The Ranch

for three months, 13 weeks. It

will cost you only 25 cents. In no

other way can they get so complete

an idea of the resources and splen-

did prospects of the Pacific North-

west. You furnish the Two Bits:

We do the rest.

* * *
We believe that growth of any

part of this region in any legitimate

direction will help us directly or in-

directly. That is just as true of

you and your business. So every

one should do his utmost to inform

eastern men and capital about this

magnificent northwest country. We

do our part by sending, gratis,

thousands of copies of The Ranch

into the east. Give or loan us the

letters and postals you receive in-

quiring about this region and we

will send the parties eacli a copy of

The Ranch free of charge.
Yakima Publishing Company,

North Yuklina, Washington.


