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PROSPECTS.
California wool growers who are

pestering congress with prayers for

the protection of wool, should have an

interview with Alfred Rasch, of Klick-

itat county, Washington. He has

just shipped to San Francisco more

than 50,000 pounds of wool, and says

that if he gets for it 11 cents a pound,
as he expects to do, he willclear 30 per

cent upon the capital invested in the

enterprise. And he further says there

is money in the business at 8 cents per

pound. Isn't there something- su-

premely ridiculous in the idea of men

who pasture their flocks upon the pub-
lic domain, beseeching" congress to
add to this pasturage donation a tariff

protection which results in a direct

and heavy tax upon the rest of their
fellow citizens who purchase woolen
fabrics for clothing and other domestic
purposes?

* * *
Carl Mensing- calls attention to the

public employment companies of Eu-
rope as pointing a way to work and

wag-es for the unemployed men of Se-

attle and other cities. The idea is to

g-et a very large number of subscrib-
ers to stock or bonds of a company,

whose subscriptions would be 25 cents
to $25 each per month. From 5,000 to
50,000 subscribers might be secured in

our western cities. They would be
paid in bonds of the company, pre-

sumably secured by the improvement
work accomplished. Mr. Mensing- es-
timates that 30,000 could be secured in
Seattle averag-ing 25 cents per month;

the $7,500 thus provided would pay for

the labor of many hundred men, and
if the men would work at hard times
prices the scheme would surely be a

success; provided further, that its
"promotion" be in the hands of man-

agers not influenced by a "what-is-
fiere in-it? ' argument. Wo venture
the suggestion that the labor unions
themselves take it up and provide for

the raising and handling of the funds

by a committee without pay , and every
one of wiius: signatures must appear
on every voucher for expenditures—
in the same way as the wonderfully
successful local building and loan as-
s jciations In the east are managed.
With half the energy displayed by the
wo.it-workers in organizing begging

tramp armies to intimidate congress,

the real workers would soon raise the

money and build the Lake Washing-

ton canal, furnishing 1 work and wages

for themselves, carrying out vastly

important public improvements, and
insuring a handsome profit to the in-

vestors. It is said that this plan of

small investors, so much used in Eu-
rope last year, enabled France to float

$55,000,000 worth of railway securities.

* * *
A project that will greatly change

the face of commerce in the Pacific
northwest is the extension of the Bur-
lington & Missouri River railroad to a

junction with the Northern Pacific at
Billings, Mont. This will open a new
route to Chicago, and create a line to
Omaha, St. Joseph, Kansas City and
St. Louis, that will be 400 miles shorter
and 32 hours quicker than any other
route. In Washington lumber alone
Omaha received over 6,000 car loads
last year, and this season has taken

more of eastern Washington potatoes
than any other eastern market, large
shipments having been made from
Walla Walla. The importance of this
shorter and quicker route for trans-
portation of Washington fruits is
very great to our irrigation farmers,
and adds a new weight on the right
side of the balances for mighty King
Irrigation and his fast increasing In-
land Empire.

* * *
Careful estimates place the number

of half-breed wild horses in eastern
Washing-ton and Oregon, Montana,
Idaho and Nevada at fully 2,000,000
head. IfPortland citizens succeed in
their scheme to reduce this mass of
flesh and bones to a useful fertilizer

they will have done a great work. To
be sure, these animals subsist upon
grass that has no commercial value,
but in the form of a fertilizer they
will be producers of vegetation that
will bring- money to the farmers of the
world. The am Hint of manurial horse
power per animal is a matter 1o
be determined by test, and upon this
will of course depend the life of the
new business venture. A trusty in-
vestigator into the manner and ex-

panse of reducing this material to the
fertilizer form is now at the east and
will report soon. Queer times, these,
wiien the value of a horse is reckoned
by the fertilizing power contained
within his hide, plus the worth of his

hair, skin and hoofs. But certainly if
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worth anything at all, a horse in fer-

tilizer form is better than the semi-
wild horse rangingl over the plains.

These are the days that try the
ditches, the sluices, the gates and all

the laterals. The rivers and the big
canals are full to overflowing-, yet the

hot sun is compelling extensive use of

water on the uplands. Now don't
think you must use it all. There is

quite as much danger in using- too
much, as too little. Don't forget those
mushy pears and peaches of last year,
caused by too much irrigation. Don't

forget, also, that a constant stirring
of the soil is just as important as ir-

rigation. Keep the surface light and
loose; don't let it bake. Aeration of

the soil is essential to proper root ac-

tion and vigorous, productive growth.
Air can't get in if the surface is baked

and hard. Keep the weeds out now
while they are few in number, and

they can't increase to pester you later.

Discreet use of water; thorough culti-

vation, constant stirring of the sur-
face, and clean culture —are the three

feet of the irrigation farmer's meas-

ure for success.

There are now great chances in the

Inland Empire for breeders of the bet-
ter strains of horses, swine, cattle,
sheep and poultry. The demand for

cart and road horses by the numerous

new settlers on irrig-ated farms is

greater than the home supply of good
beasts. A constant and rapidly de-

veloping- dairy husbandry demands
hundreds and thousands of grade and

blooded Jerseys, Holsteins, Guernseys,
etc. Our splendid hill rang-es for sum-

mer grazing-, and the wonderful alfalfa
for winter feeding- and fattening in

the warm valleys, is rapidly building-
up a large business in meat produc-
tion, which breeders <>f Polled S^-ots,
Durhams and II refons m ly well take

note of and move In their breeding
herds at an early date. Tlie "home
market" movement by the wheat
farmers —the marketing of cheap
wheat in the form of finest pig pork—
is bringing in hundreds of lots of pigs
from the east, and will by next win-

ter create a brisk inquiry for breeding
animals of the choicer strains of Po-

land Chinas, Berkshire*, Yorkshires,
Chester Whites, etc. Better grades of

sheep are sadly needed to improve the


