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FRUIT MARKETING

Through Joint Stock Shipping Associa-
tions and Co-Operative Evapo-

ration Companies.

The Ranch has given several ac-
counts of the operation of successful

organizations of fruit growers for dis-
posing of their products. Most of the
best of them are essentially on a co-

operative basis, like that of the Snake
river association, that made such a

splendid record in eastern markets last
year. The large majority of the thou-
sands of creameries and cheese fac-
tories that have revolutionized the
agriculture of the Mississippi valley
and middle states are also on the co-
operative basis.

We now abstract from the Pacific
Rural Press an account of the Camp-
bell Fruit Growers' Union, one of the
large drying" associations of Santa
Clara county, California. Its invest-
ments are 17 acres of land, a 10 horse
power engine, an 18 h. p. boiler, an

80x150 ft. one-story building-, 4 grad-
ers, 1,500 orchard boxes, 24,000 drying
trays, etc. —amounting to about $22,000.
The land cost $500 per acre. The
building is too small, and a large fire-

proof storehouse will be erected. Last
year the plant used the product of 700
acres in full bearing and 522 acres of
younger orchards. The plant will be
enlarged to accommodate the increase
from the young orchards, as last sea-

son over 100 tons of green prunes a day
were delivered, taxing the works to
their utmost capacity. The paid-up
capital and indebtedness now amounts
to $18.50 per acre of the orchards rep-
resented, and about $25 per acre is ex-
pected to fully equip the plant, as more

land must be bought for drying ground.
This will be raised by sales of stock
to present members only, as no new
members can now be received. The
stock pays regularly 7 per cent net.
With land at $100 per acre, the present
plant would cost only about $13 per

.ted. Last year the
association received 3,600 tons offresh
fruit and turned out 1,043 tons dried.

The fruit is graded as delivered, and
and the grower receives a certificate

specifying variety and grade. All
fruit is sold by the association and the
proceeds distributed. Only a small
working capital is required, and that
especially for pitting' fruit; this is bor-
rowed in open market and repaid from

the fruit sales. Receipts and disburse-
ments are made on the basis of green
tons, and a charge of $1 a ton is made
for repairs, i and dividends

on the stock. This item last year

amounted to $3,6(X). The price paid
growers is the average price of all
sales for the season for the grades
supplied. When the fruit is held for

better prices, advances are made to
growers from borrowed money, at the
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same rate of interest as paid by the
association. No salaries were paid
last year; but this year a small
amount will be paid to those chiefly
engaged in the work.

The Santa Clara County Fruit Ex-
change is a yearling. Its expenditures
have been about $5,800 for five acres
of land; brick and iron buildings,
$9,000; machinery, tools and fixtures,
etc., $2,800; railroad side track, $360;

miscellaneous, $1,500; total about $19,-
--200. The stock is 2,000 shares at $10
each; on which somesl6,ooo has been
paid. The volume of business done
last season was $415,024.15. The re-
ceipts were approximately as follows,
in tons: Prunes, 2,700; apricots, 341;
peaches, 250; plums, 37; nectarines,
\%; pears, 12; apples, 1#; raisins, 5;
almonds, 2l/2 ; cherries, %. All was
sold and shipped, and there was also
sold for the Campbell Fruit Union and
West Side Fruit Union about 838 tons.

A fixed charge of $1.50 per ton on

peaches and apricots, and $2 on prunes
was made for receiving, storing, grad-
ing and shipping, and 5 per cent for
selling. This amounted to $26,214.78.
Commissions paid, $13,310.50, leav-
ing $12,904.28 to pay expenses of the
warehouse and office expenses. This
included salary of president and man-

ager, $750; bookkeeper, $600; two work-
men, $538 and $150; bulletins, $577.69;
traveling expenses, $20.85; stationery,
$190.90; telegraph and telephone,
$456.50; insurance, $298.50. Total,
$9,065.58. Certainly a very modest ex-
pense for marketing over $415,000
worth of fruits.

The prices secured were 7>3 to 12
cents for apricots; peaches, 6 to 8 cents;
pears, 4 to 6>£ cents; Silver prunes, 4
to 6 1/icents; egg plums, 2 to 4 cents!
Fallenburg- prunes, 3 to 4 cents; pitted
plums, 6 cents; peeled peaches, 12

cents; almonds, 9to 10J^ cents; cher-

ries, no value. Prunes were speculat-
ive throughout; prices averaged about
5.1 cents. Only 12 cars were sold on

consignment; the rest f.o. b. One loss
of about $4,500 was made. The Cali-
fornia state fruit exchange is indorsed
as a means of information about mark-
ets.

The Oregon fruit union is being
organized on the following basis:

Each member of the union shall be re-

quired to pay $1 per acre for each acre

such member has in bearing orchards.

The district, or local, manager will be
furnished with all boxes and crates of
different kinds, also wrapping paper,

labels, etc., that are required by the
members. In forming these districts
it is designed that full car.loads can

be secured in each district. Cars or-

dered by the district managers will be
iced and sent to the desired point by
the general management, who will

take charge of cars as soon as loaded
and ready for shipment. The union
shall keep a competent and reliable
man east, in the locality where the
bulk of Oregon fruit shall be shipped.
He shall look after the union's inter-
est and visit different points where
fruit is shipped, and report conditions,
sales, etc.

From the returns, minus freight and
eastern commission, the amount for
boxes, paper and icing shall be de-
ducted, and also a rebate of 10 per
cent by the union, the balance to be
remitted at once pro rata, to the mem-

bers whose fruit is shipped. This 10
per cent rebate shall be placed to the
credit of each member, and together
with the $ per acre paid in at the start,
shall constitute the working fund of
the union. At the end of the shipping
season a statement shall be sent each
member regarding this 10 per cent re-
bate and his expenses, and the balance
on hand, if any, be placed subject to
his or her order.

RAPID RESULTS.

The maturing of apples in five years
under irrigation, as against eight
years in the east; of peaches in three,
and so on, are but a part of the many
rapid results of crop production in this
rapid country.

H. B. Scudder, who has a big- ranch
in the Moxee valley, informs us that
last year a crop of field peas was al
lowed to get a little over ripe before
harvest, so that a lot of seed was
shelled out and self sown. These were

harrowed in, and a large second crop,
the same year, was the result.

Clover in the east is supposed to re-
quire two years to produce a crop. C.
P. Wilcox of Yakiina, a year or two
ago, cut a nice second crop of clover
the first year from seeding.

These are days when the real indus-
trial army gets in its work. Its tramp
is on, but it is the tramp after the cul-
tivator, the mower and the rake. It is
a tramp that tells; the tramp that pro-
duces wealth instead of consuming it.
The march is a long one, but the army
is a spirited one, buoyant with the
hope of the harvest.

Green aphis is thick on fruit trees
hereabouts, because of the unusually
moist weather. Bordeaux mixture is
found to scald the tender foliage if ap-
plied in full strength; it would doubt-
less be just as effective if diluted one-

half. The soap and kerosene emul-
sion (see THK Ranch of May 5) is a

safe and sure remedy.

Strawberry growers in Eastern
Washington and Oregon will be losers
this year. High water prevents mar-
keting from many important points.


