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FLAX CULTURE.

Experiments in this State Prove That
We Can Equal the Product of the Fam-

ous Districts of the Old World.

"I believe that the stale of Washing-
ton can produce as fine a flax fibre as is
grown in any part of the world." Thus
spoke J. B. Powles to the editor on his
recent visit to Seattle.
'I haw been making a series of exper-

iments near lliis city and although the
methods pursued were necessarily crude,
they were sufficiently successful to deter-
mine beyond i\ doubt lhat flax culture
can be made one of Uie most profitable
agricultural pursuits in Western Wash-
ington.

There has been interested with me in
conducting these experiments, H. 8. Mc-
Gee, a native of Ireland, reared in the
Max growing district! of that country. He
is at present a street car conductor In
this city.

"Our experiments were made on two
plats of ground, one located in Seattle
and the other on ex-Sheiifl" Coehrane's
farm in the White river valley. The
date the Seattle tract was sown was the
17th of May and il was palled the 271h
of July. It was laid in Uie field in
Bwatbl and allowed to dry for a day and
then made into bundles about ciyht
inches (Lick and put in the Mitch' to go
through the rotting process. This is
as follows: The bundles of flax straw
are laid in :he ditch at an angle, with
ll c roots down and the ditch is filled wilh
water. The straw is covered with boards
and weighted down with stones. In the
course of three or four days it com-
mences to ferment. The harder it fer-
ments the better. The object is to rot
the bone in the straw and separate it
from the fibre. When the bone pulls out
easily it in time 10 take it out, and it is
spread in the fktlJ to dry. With us it
remained in the ditch 18 days, but that
was longer Ihfin it usually takes,"because
by some mistake the wafer in our ditch
was changed and the fermentation there-
by delayed. Fermentation will proceed
quicker when the same water is allowed
to remain stagnant in the trenches. Ten
(lavs' is generally sufficient. When taken
from tlie ditch it is spread in the open
field for a dny to dry, and then stored
like grain until the grower wishes to
prepare it further for market. There is
no hurry about continuing Ihe work of
preparation as, unlike most crops, the
longer it is stored the more valuable it
becomes. It is generally put into the
ditch again, although it is not necessary,
and allowed to ferment until the bone
can be easily loosened from the fibre. It
is dried again in the field, and then fol-
lows the "breaking" process. This

RANCHE AND RANGE.

brings iuto use a simple device which
breaks the straw and makes it ready for
the scutching process, which by system-
atic drubbing relieves it ci all the bone
and leaves only the fibrous strands. The
final preparation is inado *ith the hack-
ing machine, which is a board about Ixo-
-xl*2 inches, through which is driven
square edged L'o-pcnny nails, about four
to the square inch. The points of the
nails are sharpened. Tuc Max is drawn
with a quick, sharp stroke over these
nails until the strands become very fine.
Tuc finer they urt made the more valu-
able the Ihix.

"Flax fibre is raised at the expense of
the seed. The (lax straw should be
pulled as soon us the seed bowls mature,
but before the seed ripens; hence the

seed is not harvested. Now if v man is
raising ten acres, in order to furnish a

supply for the following year he must
devote one fourth of an acre to seed rais-
ing. Seed should be changed every year,

and in communities where flix fibre cul-
ture is general an exchange between
neighbors is usually made. In growing
flax for fibre it takes 2% bushels p?r

acre. Ingrowing for seed it takes but
V4bushels.

"We estimated from the Mule that we
grew that we can produce in Western
Washington SJO pounds per acre. I

think a f'bre can be produced that will
command from '22 to 2oc per pound ; and
the estimated cost, as near as we can tell,

for getting it in the market, is from 8 to
10.: per pound.

"Samples of (ibre we raided last year

have been passed upon by experts, and
they say there is" not the lea«t doubt that
the Sound country will ere long take the
leu 1 in the cultivation of superior fibre."

AGRICULTURAL BRIEFS.

The prospects of a good yield of grain
this year in the Big Bend country, it is
learned, are brighter than ever before.
The squirrels, which are generally num-
erous ihere awaiting the arrival or the
young wheat arc very scarce.

In the Palouse county the crops look
healthy, and although the spring is lute
the farmers of that section are confident
of an abundant harvest from present in-
dications. There has never been a much
greater acreage planted this year than
formeily, and squirrels for some reason
are scarce.

Tbere will be plenty of work in the Pa-
cific Northwest this year forall who want
work. No one who is physically capa-

ble and willing to work nce<l go hungry
or be in want for any of tbe necessities
of life. Not only will there be a de-
mand for thousands of men in the
mine?, but in other branches of industry
as well, willthere be need for many hun-
dreds (if workmen. From Helena to the
Pacific coast the country will be the
scene of liveliest activity, development
and progress.?Spokane Chronicle.
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The
Meadow
Monarch

Just take a look at the new

No. 4, All Steel, McCOR-

MICK MOWER! Matchless
Monarch of the Meadow!

Great in capacity, long life

and never-failing work. The

handsomest and

Best Grass Cutter That
Ever Mowed a Swath!
Holds the record for neat,

clean work, light draft, con-

venience and quiet running.

We also call your attention

to our Maud Muller All Steel

Self and Hand Dump Hay

Rakes, Acme Hay Stackers,

Monarch Sweep Hakes, Bain

Wagons, etc. Everything for

the farmer, fruit-grower and

stockman.

Wallace=Coburn
HARDWARE CO.


