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ROTTING OF PRUNES.
J. B. Powles hands us the following article written by H.

E. Dosch for the Oregonian, with the suggestion that its
publication would be of great interest to our growers:

Hillsdale, Or., Sept. 27.?T0 the Editor: Herewith permit
me to hand you a letter just received. In view of the im-
portant matter therein contained regarding one of our best
fruit industries, and as similar reports have reached me from
prunegrowers elsewhere, Ikindly ask you to give it space:

"Portland. Or., Sept. 22.? H. E. Desch, Esq., Hillsdale, Or.
-Dear Sir: We are having a great many reports come to us
that Italian prunes have rotted in transit, arriving at the
other end of the line in bad condition. This is not the cause
of the low market wholly, as that was undoubtedly caused by
oversupply in the hands of irresponsible parties, without
facilities for protecting the shippers' interests. This ques-
tion of rotting in Italian prunes is, nevertheless, a very
serious one, as it entirely upsets our previous experience,
which showed that the Italian was a remarkable keeper,
even when somewhat rain-damaged.

"Knowing that you are interested in horticulture, and do-
siring to get all facts concerning the keeping qualities of
'Italian prunes', so that we may be better able to handle them
in the future, we take the liberty of encroaching upon your
time, and ask you to kindly write us a letter on this subject.
Yours very truly, EARL FRUIT COMPANY.

In reply, allow me to say that the cause of these prunes
rotting, even after they are ripe, is a fungous disease, monilia
fructigena, and that there is no good reason for its existence.
It is simply the result of carelessness and neglect, and the
prnnegrower has no one to blame but himself. This disease
made its first appearance some six years ago, confining its
ravages to the tender Hungarian prune. Seeing danger
ahead, I sounded the alarm, both at horticultural meetings
and through the press. However, no notice was taken of it.
A few years later it began to attack our fine Italian and
French prunes. I again waved the red flag of danger, but-
for some unaccountable reason, only a few progressive or-
chardists sprayed their trees, as directed, with complete suc-
cess. When I compiled our reports of 1895 and 1897, and
bulletin No. 9, I took particular pains to impress upon or-
chardists the necessity of spraying all fruit trees thereafter
in the fall of the year for the various fungous diseases. Had
these advices been heeded, no losses would have resulted.

Our humid climate is especially inviting for fungous
growth, and this year, owing to our peculiar climatic con-
ditions, this disease has spread with appalling rapidity; the
enemy is here in full force, and unless our prunegrowers de-
sire this large and expanding industry totally destroyed, they
must marshal their forces at once and fight him all along the
line. No unconditional surrender is to be accepted; nothing
but total and complete annihilation will do in this case.
Brother horticulturists, call a halt in your easy-go-lucky
way; girdle on your armor, mount your spray pumps, filled
with Bordeaux mixture, and attack him with all the force
and energy the case demands, and your efforts will surely be
rewarded. The danger is great, and I earnestly beseech you,
do not let your hands be idle. Nature has done very much
for us in Oregon, but we must not expect too much. "God
helps him who helps himself."

When this disease, as well as shothole fungus and curl-
leaf, made its appearance in my prune orchard, we attacked
all three at once with lime and blue vitrol, and are masters
of the situation, none of the three being visible now. The
time for the first spraying is close at hand, or as soon as most
of the leaves have fallen. With a solution of 10 pounds of
lime, six pounds of sulphate copper and 40 gallons of water,
properly dissolved and mixed, the trees should be covered
from the ground to their utmost branches; again with full-
strength Bordeaux mixture, just as the buds are swelling,
and again with modified Bordeaux mixture when the prunes
have attained the size of hazelnuts. If, however, the disease
should make its appearance?which I very much doubt, if
the previous sprayings have been done properly?when the
fruit is about to mature, they should be sprayed with one
pound of copper sulphate to 200 gallons of water. It will
also be found, that if spraying is done thoroughly the first
year, less sprayings will answer in after years.

Please remember that treatment with fungicides is pre-
ventive, not remedial; and it should also be remembered that
we cannot always wait for clear weather to spray; cloudy
weather or the appearance of rain should not hinder the
work. Properly prepared mixtures kill by contact, and will
stick to the limbs, foliage and fruit, even through hard rain
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storms, provided they have half an hour in which to dry.
In fact, nothing short of an actual rain storm should stop
the work when the time comes, when it should be done.

In conclusion permit me to add, that the Italian prune is
all right, if properly handled and cared for, and nowhere on
earth does this delicious fruit grow to such perfection as in
Oregon. HENRY E. DOSCH,

Commissioner First District.

FRANK J. MERZ
Empire Hand Separators, Babcock Testers, Glassware,

BUTTER AND CHEESE COLORS, ETC.
417 Main Street Seattle, Wash.

A. GUSTAVESON
WHOLESALE DEALKR IN

CATTLE, SHEEP, HOGS AND POULTRY
Highest price always paid for all kinds of live stock.

DUWAMISH, KING COUNTY, WASH,

CHOICE PURE-BRED

SHROPSHIRE SHEEP and REGISTERED JERSEY CATTLE
Ihave for this season's trade 50 choice Shrop Bucks, 2 to 3 years old, fit

for the range, or can furnish rams to head pure bred flocks. IY ambs oi
both sexes and ewes, all extra select. Can suit you in anything 3-011 want.
Trices reasonable. Satisfaction guaranteed. Call or address

L, V. MASCHKR, Silverton, Oregon

HIBBARD, NORTON <& CO.
OF SEATTLE, ARE

WOOL PULLERS <& TANNERS
Itwill pay you to write to them before selling Pelts, Wool, Hides and Furs.

FOR SALE mmm

»""
s Delaine Merino Bucks

Will be kept in the vicinity of North Yakitna during the
breeding season of 1897. For particulars, correspond with the
undersigned: SMYTHE & COX, Arlington, Ore.

BETTER THAN THE KLONDYKE
THE GOI^DKN HOOF is better than Gold Dust. We now have a high

tariffon wool; it pays to raise mutton; the sheep business is booming; ev-
erybody wants sheep now; keep posted on the sheep and wool industry by
reading the American Sheep Breeder. Best advertising medium for
sheep men and all who want to reach them. Ifyou want to sell weathers
or lambs to feeders east or west, advertise in the

AMERICAN SHEEP BREEDER, Chicago, 111.

NORTHERN-..PACIFIC
...RUNS...

PULLMAN SLEEPING CARS
ELEGANT DINING CARS

TOURIST SLEEPING CARS
FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS

?TO-

ST. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS, DULUTH,
FARGO, GRAND FORKS, CROOKSTON,
WINNIPEG, HELENA and BUTTE.

Ttirougli Tlukets to

CHICAGO, WASHINGTON, NEW YORK,
PHILADELPHIA, BOSTON, and

All points East and South.

Through tirkt^s to Japan and China via Northern Pacific Steamship Co.
Kor information, time-cards, maps and tickets, call on or write

I. A.. XADBAU,
Gen. Agent, City Ticket Office cor. Yesler Way and First aye.

Depot Ticket Office, Columbia st. and Western aye.

A. D. CHARLTON,
Asst. Gen. Pass. Agt., 226 Morrison st., Portland, Oregon


