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Buff Plymouth Rocks.
Tims. 11. Milli.eMichlgan.

The Buff is a comparatively new va-
riety of the Plymouth Rocks. They

were admitted to the Standard of Per-
fection in 1893, since which time they

have become immensely popular. Ev
cry week 1 receive letters asking in-
formation about tais beautiful variety

of Rocks, from people who have heard
of them but as yet have not had the

pleasure of seeing them. They want
to know how they originated; if they

are good layers and market fowls; if

taey breed true to feather, etc. So far

as I can learn, the Rhode Island Red
was the foundation stock from which
the Buff Ro.'k was produced. Some

claim Buff Cochins were crossed on
Rhode Island Reds, and no doubt some
strains were produced from Barred

Rocks, Rhode Island Reds and Buff

Cochins.
The Buff Rocks are the same in size

and shape as the Barred and White.
They have medium sized combs, red

ears, yellow legs and skin with fine

buff surface and undercolor to skin.
White in wings and tail is very ob-
jectionable from a breeder's stand-

point, but is discounted in scoring the
same as black. Black in wings and
tail is objectionable to a certain extent,

but many fine breeding birds have con-
siderable black in tail, and some breed-

ers prefer birds with some black rath-

er than pure buff. But pure buff is

what we are all after, and female speci-
mens have been produced which are
practically pure buff.

As layers the general run of Buffs
are superior to either White or Barred
Rocks. I have had pullets which laid
equal to my best Buff Leghorns. Two
pullets last spring laid 18 days in suc-
cession, rested one day, and repeated
t-ie operation. As market fowls, I know
of no other fowl which can equal
them. They have beautiful yellow
skin' and legs, are plump at any time
and show no pin feathers. As chicks
they are very hardy. It is an easy mat-

ter to raise 90 to 95 per cent of chicks
hatched. We never lose any except
by accident. They feather fast, are
good foragers, mature fast and begin
to lay early. They are grand winter
layers and if given decent care will
shell out eggs through the coldest
weather.

As the ideal or general purpose fowl
they are nearer perfection than any-
thing yet produced. That accounts for
their unprecedented popularity. No
other fowl ever admitted to the Stand-
ard has attained such popularity In
such a short time. With most breeds
or varieties the road to popularity was
strewn with difficulties and progress
was slow. Americans are quick to rec-
ognize a good thing and the Buff Rocks
are a very good th»ng—gold nuggets.
At the large winter shows they are
becoming one of the hottest classes,
and the coming winter will witness a
battle royal for first place.

As a fanciers' fowl, as a farmers'
fowl, the Buff Rock has not a rival.
Their future is bright. They are here
to stay; they are founded on the Rock.

A Paying Combination.
The man who keeps poultry for

profit should also be a grower of straw-
berries for profit, says Wallace's Farm-
er. There is such a natural relation-
ship between the two that they should
always go together. The same ground
occupied by the berry plants can be
used as a range for the fowls excepting
two or three weeks immediately be-
fore picking season. The cleanings of
the scratching pen constitute the most

valuable material obtainable for
spreading between the rows of the
plants. The droppings in this material
are diffused with a large bulk of chaff
and soil, and in this state are not a
highly concentrated fertilizer such as
would be harmful to the plants. The
scratching pen which is not thorough-

ly cleaned twice a year will become
ioul. With each cleaning three or four
inches of the floor earth should be re-
moved and replaced with fresh soil
from the garden. If several armfuls
of fresh chaff are thrown into the pen
every two weeks it will be well cared
for, and a large amount of material ac-
cumulated for producing the finest
quality of strawberries. If it pays to
give up a half acre of ground to the
use of fowls, it will pay just about as
much again to plant it to strawberries.

Vegetables and green foou enter
largely into making up the daily ration
for poultry- Potato parings and small
potatoes, cabbage and turnips, may

either be cooked or may be fed raw by

being chopped fine. During autumn i\

piece of ground may be sown to rye to
furnish pasturage in fall and winter.
Alfalfa clover is perhaps the best green
food for poultry, and every poultryman

should have a piece of ground set apart

for alfalfa. The hay, when cut green,
and well cured, is in first class condi-
tion to feed poultry either dry or
steamed, and will add largely to egg

production.

A Missouri poultry grower a few
years ago had eighty hens and two
roosters, one of which latter died in
early fall. Acting upon the advice of

a writer who suggested the keeping
of one cock to fifty hens he did not add
any other male birds to the flock. The
result was that out of about 200 eggs

set nearly all were fertile, which shows
the rooster business is often overdone.
It is not advisable, however, to keep

but one male for so many hens; four
would be better, and the fowls would
do best if divided into equal flocks with
but one rooster to each.

Bear in mind that hens and roosters

are addicted to the natural habit of
drinking when they have access 10

water. Keep them supplied with a
troughful of pure, fresh water, into
which drop a few old nails occasional-
ly. This will furnish iron in about
the correct quantity.

Hens are safer than ducks for a be-
ginner. Hens will lay some eggs un-
der neglect, but a duck will eat its
head off except in the hands of a skill-
ed grower, besides being a great deal
of a nuisance unless managed just
right.

Our Imports.
Our imports, as well as our exports

are on the increase, which indicates an
improving financial condition and
promises an enlarging market for

i farm products, for imports are paid for
and balances are settled chiefly with
the products of the soil, imports are,
however, much below our exports '.n
value. During the fiscal year ending
July Ist, the increase in the imports

of fibres, furs, tin, rubber, silk, hides,
copper, tobacco, wood and chemicals,
for manufacturing purposes, amounted
to $30,000,000, and a similar increase is
noted in sugar and tropical fruits.
There was also a large increase in the
importation of manufactured goods,
such as silk, the finer grades of cotton,
diamonds and jewelry. But, as has
been previously noted in these columns
there has been a markeu decrease In
the importation of such goods as are
manufactured in this country. It will

RANCH AND RANGE.

be noticed that luxuries are conspicu-
ous in the list, a condition which al-
ways evidences a free circulation of

money and a greater prosperity. When
the rich buy diamonds, silks, furs and
costly furniture freely and enter upon

a period of general extravagance, they

undam a financial stream that flows,

with more or less force, among all in-

dustries.

EGGS market gpriscts BUTTER
E. ISA. SHELTON & SON

713 Second Avenue, Fulton Market, Seattle, Wash.
Send ub your Butter and Egga. Highest prices

and prompt remittances. Refer to Seattle Na-
tional Bank.

AGGERS & PARKER
POULTRY, EQQS AND PRODUCE

COMMISSION
Alm'iil. for Brown's Insect Awe—death to chicken

lite, mits and fleas 3io l'er Quart Bottle

We Pay cash for Poultry and Kggs, also for all
Fancy Fruit and Produce for our Alaska House

Phone Main 417. 1000 Western Aye.. cor. Madison, Seattle

BALFOUR, OUTHRIE & CO.
220-221 Bailey Building, Seattle.

Grain Dealers
Shipping, Commission

Importers of ore bags, hop clothi, grain bag»,

twine, etc. Balfour, Outhrie * Co., Ban Fran-
cisco, Portland, Tacoma.

$$ Greatest Layers On Earth
Npabit's Single Comb White Leghorns, strong,

vigorous stock. My hens averaged 203 eggs dur-
ing 1008, Ulaek Langshans; handsome; lordly;

an Ideal fanner's fowl. ___-.
GOOD HATCHES GUARANTEED.

Kggs, $1.50 per 13; $2.50 per 26.
JAMES B. NESBIT

1506 South X Street, Tacoma.

Ifso, we beg leave to inform you that we handle the celebrated Studebaker
Wagons, Carriages and Harness. We also have a complete line of Parlin

and Orendorf Implements, Canton Clipper Plows, and the Mowers, Rakea and

Binders of the Piano Implement Co. C ome and see us before buying.

D. D. & H. C. Bowman, Cor. Main and Occidental, Seattle, Wash.

Don't Go Around With *
Your Eyes Shut

ThoM Who buy without closely investigating our juices buy with their eyes shut. They throw

a\\;iy i good pMt Ol their money—at least from 20 to 35 cents on every dollar—for that is the

way our juices range-from 20 to 33 per cent, less than the prevailing rates.

This paying so much more than you should will finally amount to hundreds of dollars.

We are quite certain if you will compare our prices with those you are paying and then de-

cide where your hard earned money will bring you the best value, you will send your orders

to us.
Our latest 80-page catalogue will be mailed free of charge to any address.

COOPER &. LEVY
104 and 106 FIRST AYE.

P. O. Box 115 SEATTLE, WASH.

A. D. BLOWERS. A« R- KINETH. $

BLOWERS & KINETH oo^Son
Dealers in all kindi of Farm Produce, Tropical Fruita, Butter, Eggi and Poultry. We want

your Fruit, Vegetables, Poultry. Reference: Puget Sound National B«nk.
817-819 Western Avenue, Seattle, Wash. Also at Coupeville, Wash.

Poultrymen!
SILVER WYANDOTTE Cockerels For Sale.—Most
of them from first prize cockerel and first prize
hen at Tacoma, January, 1899. Prices from $1.50
to $3.00 each. These birds are April and May

hatched and can be bought cheaper now than
during next winter. I also offer the first and sec-
ond prize cockerels at Tacoma, '99, at prices
within the reach of any one.

Geo. Linder, Jr.
Box 1175, Seattle, Wash.

FRED A. JOHNSON'S POULTRY YARUk
W. F. Black Spanish, White Crested Polish,

Black Minorcas, Brown Leghorns, Barred Ply-
mouth Hocks.

518 South 35th, corner Tacoma Aye,

TACOMA, WASH.

PENINSULAR POULTRY YARDS —L. B

Chipman, Proprietor, St. Johns, Oregon. Breeder
and shipper of high-class L. Brahmas; S. L. Wy-
andottes; B. P. Rocks; White and Brown Leg-
horns, Toulouse Geese. Good, vigorous birds
raised on limited range.

MRS. L. B. WITZEL —Breeder of Buff and
Barred P. Rocks, Buff and Brown Leghorns, Buff
Wyandottes, Blue Andalusians, Pearl Guineas and
Heavyweight Belgian Hares; imported stock; eggs
in season; stock for sale; eggs, $1.60 to $2. Tan-
gent, Ore.

THE BEST GAMES —I breed them. White
Georgians, Cornish Indian, B. B. R., Red, Black
Japs, Irish Greys, Blue Pile, Red Pile and Silver
Duck Wing. I have spent money and time in
procuring the best, and believe I have the best
games for the pit in the country. Eggs, $1.50
per 13. GEORGE FISHER, Eugene, Ore.

I'KKIN DUCKS ARE MONEY MAKERS—This

is the verdict of all who have seen the splendid
birds raised on Robinson Bros.' Poultry Farm. We^
breed Barred Plymouth Rocks, Black Lan^S
slums, Brown Leghorns, Pekin Ducks. Our new
catalogue for '99 describes our breeding yards,
from which we will sell eggs this season. Sen i
free if you mention Ranch and Range. Address
ROBINSON BROS., Dallas, Or., or 1065 E. Main
St., Portland, Or.


