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This Great Northwest
A great deal of activity is observed

these days on the docks of several
Sound cities that carry on business
with foreign ports, especially in the
line of loading wheat and other grains
to be sent out. The grain has been

coming in from the country and sever-
al big sailing ships that have been
waiting for cargoes are now busy load-

ing as fast as their respective forces

are able to handle the cargoes. The
port of Tacoma is particularly busy in

this respect, and boats loaded to the

gunwales with wheat consigned to for-
eign ports are leaving regularly for

their long sea trips. The big four-

masted ship Manchester finished load-
ing five days ago and started for sea a
day or two later. The Alice A. Leigh

and the Drumblair, recently in Elliott

harbor, Seattle, from Liverpool, Eng-

land, are loading wheat at Tacoma,

and the Queen Victoria is about ready,

if work of loading has not already com-
menced. In addition to these boats,

the Pak Ling, a transport, has been

taking on ton after ton of hay and oats

for the government, and should be
ready by this time to start to sei.

These are but a few of the big ocean
travellers that are on the Sound taking

on cargoes of wheat and other farm

produce. More are on the way in and

a number are getting ready to begin

loading. This indicates that the move-
ment of wheat has set in in good shape

and it is likely to continue for an in-

definite period.

* * *
Another feature that shows how the

new wheat is moving is to be found in

the number of box cars on the tracks
at Tacoma and other points, all loaded
with wheat that cannot be handled by

the elevators on acount of a lack of
room. At Tacoma alone the Northern
Pacific Railway Company has three

hundred and twenty such cars stand-
ing on the tracks, the grain in them

waiting to be shipped out by the sea
route. Some of it may be placed In
elevators or sent by rail to other than

water points, but it is given out that

most of it will go by water. It would

seem that the tying up of so many box

cars at one point, to say nothing of the

same conditions prevailing at numer-
ous other points on both the transcon-

tinental lines, as well as on some of

the local lines, would tend to the cre-
ating of a bad car famine, but such
evidently is not the case. The North-
ern Pacific officials state that they

have plenty of cars to supply the de-

mand and can handle all traffic that

may come their way, but at the same
time it is admitted that the road does

not approve of the cars being tied up

in this manner. The company is anx-

ious to have more elevators put up to

take care of the grain thus placed in

their hands, and plans to that end,

that have been in the background for

some time, are being resurrected and

discussed. They appreciate the fact

that should those cars not move soon
the additions that come daily will

make a car famine inevitable and
place all rolling business "in a tight

fix." The company dare not compel
the moving of the cars nor charge up
demurrage, although both the North-
ern Pacific and the Great Northern
made an agreement at the beginning

of the grain moving season to place
such charges on grain not unloaded in
twenty-four hours. Should they at-
tempt to enforce the rule in this case
the shippers will immediately send
their grain over the O. R. & N. to Port-
land and store in elevators, thereby di-
verting to Portland and opposing lines
of transportation a large amount of

shipping business which the Northern
Pacific is anxious to retain at Tacoma.

* * *
That there is a shortage of freight

cars in many sections is not denied,
but all indications point to a greater
shortage than the railroad companies
will admit. This is especialy the case
with those big lines doing business
west of Chicago and feeding the out-
lets of the Orient. Locally on the
coast the shortage is not so evident,
but with the increasing trade with the
Orient and the handling of grain the

railroad companies will feel the short-
age more and more and those having
large consignments of freight on the
way west from points in the interior
will feel it, too. As an indication that
the shortage is assuming a serious as-
pect we may cite the fact the trans-
continental lines are preparing to
raise the freight rates on Oriental
consignments. A conference is to be
held at St. Paul. It is said the steam-
ship companies are responsible for
this move, owing to the fact that their
west-bound cargoes are too light in
comparison with the carrying capacity
of the vessels. Most of the big liners
leaving the ports on this coast, espec-
ially the Sound ports, carry full car-
goes, but return trips are often made
in ballast, some big vessels being com-
pelled to resort to water for the pur-
pose. While no definite conclusion
has been reached by the railroad com-
panies as to whether rates will l>e
raised or not, it is very likely the
raise will be made, and in that event
it is believed the rates on all classes
of freights —not Oriental shipments
alone —will be raised for consignment
to and from the coast. Shippers will
object to such a raise in rates, and at
this time grain shippers especially.
They will tell the railroad companies
to increase the rolling stock rather
than increase the rates to counterbal-
ance the loss that will be sustained as
a result of a car shortage. The peo-
ple are evidently with the shippers.

* * *
Industrial conditions in the North-

west are such that the money value of
horseflesh is climbing up slowly but
surely. The past season has been a
prosperous one for horse dealers In
the Columbia valley and eastern sec-
tions of Washington and Oregon. J.
H. Blakeny, a dealer in Portland, is
authority for the statement that prices
for horses have advanced fully fifty
per cent, over what was being paid
last year, and he thinks next year will

see a still better condition in the horso
market. There are several causes
that tend to raise the prices on horses.
A great deal of railroad work is done
in the Northwest and will continue for

a long while yet. For this work good,
big chunks are wanted, and good
young horses, tolerably well broken
and weighing about 1200 lbs., bring
from $60 to $75 each in Portland and a
few other cities, while those weighing

1400 lbs. bring $110 each. In addition
to the great demand for horses for
railroad grading, the rapid develop-

ment ofAlaska and the opening of new
logging camps in our state and in Ore-
gon assist in making the demand
strong. Not only this, but the expec-
tation that there wil be a large de-
mand next year from California farm-
ers for big horses, provided their crops
are good, combines to stiffen the
price, while there is also a fair demand
from the men opening up new farms

along the lines of recently constructed
railroads. At the same time it is seen
that the worthless cayuses of Oregon
are being thinned out at a good rate.

• * *
The farmer on the flats west of the

Cascades who saved his hay this fall
and now has it in condition to ship to
Seattle or some other good Sound mar-
ket is sure to make good money. The
demand for hay is now very great and
local dealers find it almost impossible
to fill orders. The price has taken a
good high jump and an average of ten
dollars is now being paid for Puget

Sound hay that sold for six and seven
a few weeks ago, and even then was in
little demand. This condition in the
Sound country is also to be found on
the eastern slope of the Cascades, the
farmers on the Stilliguamish, Skagit

and Snohomish rivers receiving an in-
creased price for what they sen. This
rise in hay, and in oats also, is attribu-
ted in part to the shortage in rolling

stock on the railroads, but largely to
the large purchases of hay and oats
by the general government for ship-
ment to the Philippine archipelago,
and to Alaska business. As stated,
the dealers on the Sound have difficul-
ty in filling orders for hay, but this
condition, it is believed, will not last
long, for outside dealers will see their
chance and ship in hay from California
and Oregon; in fact, agents from the
latter state have,already visited Se-
attle with the purpose of placing or-
ders. It should be the aim of the local
jobber to forestall such a condition as
much as possible in order to keep the
money in the state, rather than allow-
ing it to go into the coffers of outside
dealers. In the case of the oat mar-
ket, the situation will not be so readily

influenced by outside dealers, nor will
much be sent out, for prices are best
in Seattle and other Sound points at
present. Shippers could not pay more
than $17 tfl $18 for oats intended for
the San Francisco market, while the
farmers on the flats are now getting
$19.50 to $20 from local jobbers for
their oats.

* * *
Cheese making on the Sound, and in

a good many other sections of the
state also, is a profitable business
when the right men are managing the

factories. There are not many cheese
factories here, but those that are do-
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ing business are not losing money. If
conditions were more favorable as re-
gards the number of dairymen supply-
ing milk to the factories, there would
be more business done in this line.
One of our successful cheese factories
is the one operated by J. A. Buck at
Ferndale, Whatcom county, which has
a capacity of six thousand pounds of
milk a day but has never received '. i
one day over two thousand nine hun-
dred pounds. This is due to the limit-
ed number of dairies in the country
tributary to the factory. Mr. Buck,
the manager, is from Herkimer coun-
ty, New York, famed for its cheese,
and his experience has enabled him to
turn out one of the finest cheeses oa
the coast —in fact, so great is the de-
mand that he is unable to make a

quantity during the running season
sufficient to fill orders till the next
season. His factory is operated on
the co-operative plan, which is a dis-
advantage, for, were he paying cash
for milk, he would be able to secure
nearly 4,500 lbs of milk per day. The
dairymen who send their milk to this
factory realize about 98 cents per hun-
dred pounds. They would be in posi-
tion to make good money right
through the winter season did they
not permit their cows to fall off so
largely in milk flow. When they fully
realize the value of a continuous flow
of milk through the winter they will
probably raise fall calves, and provide
more succulent food for their cows.

Two weeks ago these columns con-
tained mention of the organization

perfected by the farmers of the Pa-
louse and Big Bend countries to han-
dle their grain independent of the ele-
vators. Comment has been made up-
on the scheme by a number of the
state papers, and it appears to be the
belief on the part of many that the
scheme will not be successful. That
remains to be seen. The Tacoma
Ledger cites the efforts of the Kansas
farmers to organize a similar associa-
tion, and says "the trouble is that the
managers, who are generally the
shrewdest men in the combination, in-
variably get the best of the other fel-
lows, and the results are unsatisfac-
tory if not disastrous." As to wheth-
er this will prove the case with the
combination of farmers in the Big
Bend also remains to be seen, and we
should not condemn the laudable ef-
forts of the grangers before we know
they are futile and likely to prove dis-
astrous. Comparisons at this early
stage are invidious. Whatever may
be the outcome of the combine men-
tioned, we must bear in mind that the
surest way to make a good gain from
wheat raising is to carry it on upon
strictly business principles. These
principles embody the whole gamut of
a successful business transaction and
each individual must shape his own
success. As our Tacoma contempor-
ary remarks, the farmer who devotes
his energies to raising better crops
than his neighbors, if he can, who
reads the papers, keeps posted on the
markets and manages his own busi-
ness will make more money in the
long run than the man who places
himself unreservedly In the hands of
men whom he admits are shrewder
than himself.


