
me and drying plants to be built will

Sre fora great deal of the surplus pro-

duct and the prospects of canneries
being established are good.

t E Baker state horticultural com-
missioner, says the unusual forward-er., of the season seems to have over-

taken toe fruit growers of Western
Washington in a greater degree than

thOTe of the eastern part of the state.

There are 3000 acres in bearing

nrune orchards in Clark county, that

s exceeding five years of age; and
evaporating outfits of a com-

bined capacity of two hundred and

ninety tons of green fruit per day.

The late frost that came down over
the Yakima valley caught the apricot

trees and killed the young blossoms.

The other kinds of fruit are reported
to have suffered but little and on the

whole the loss will be slight.

The recent cold has affected none of

the important fruit districts injurious-
ly All damage yet reported is from
remote sections, the injury to which

is not of a serious character.

One of the best means for saving
soil moisture from evaporating is by

shallow cultivation after every rain,
but farmers usuallly limit this to the
period of crop growth, and permit
waste of moisture after the crop ma-
tures.

Moisture in the ground, if in suffi-
cient quantity, or on growing plants
will often prevent injury from the
frost. Experience has shown that
when all conditions were favorable ex-
cept that a slight rain had fallen in
the evening no frost resulted during
the night.

The actual value of stable manure
as a whole is greater than the value
of its constituents. The same in a
commercial form would not have the
beneficial mechanical action that man-
ure has in loosening the tough clay
soils and in compacting lighter sandy
ones. Either green manuring or sta-
ble deposits should supplement the use
of rommerical fertilizers always.

In view of the fact that many sect
ions in the Northwest had potato
blight last year it will no doubt be
profitable for potato raisers in districts
in which the blight prevailed last year
to spray their potato vines this year
with Bordeaux mixture. This has be-
come necessary in many portions of
the United States and other countries,
and the returns amply justify the ex-
tra work. At the Kalmars agricul-
tural college, Norway, when potatoes
not treated yielded 1,426 pounds per
acre, those sprayed once with Bor-
deaux mixture yielded 2,116 pounds,
and those sprayed twice, 2,858 pounds
per acre.

Many persons do not understand the
action of the poison ivy, and some have
supposed the irritation caused by com-
'ng in contact with the plant to be done
by a minute insect. The irritating me-

'Hum of the plant is a viscid exudat-
ion from the leaves and bark, and
brushing the plant causes this pois-
onous secretion to flow. When this
»uid comes in contact with human
*ln an irritation results, and it de-

P pnrls upon the individual as to how
or how mild the case of pois

°nmg will be. There are other plants
which are poisonous and cause irri-

tions in much the same way as the
Poison ivy. One that is worse than

1 Ivy is the poison sumac, some-
lfnes known as poison elder.

I he Twin City express leaves Port-
la"a via Northern Pacific at 11:30 p.m. and arrives at Tacoma at 6:00 a.

'"\u25a0: Seattle, 7:45 a. m.: Spokane, 10:40
P. m. Puget Sound pasengers get a
"ent's sound sleep on this train. This

"a »n runs solid via Seattle.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The Spitzenberg Apple:—J. H. B.:
It is claimed by many that the E.
Spitzenberg apple will not bear well
west of the mountains. Will some
one who knows please tell us if it can
be depended on for a commercial orch-
ard near the Sound. —Answer: The
Spitzenberg does not yield as heavily

as other commercial varieties in West-
ern Washington. It does best in the
irrigated sections of Eastern Washing-
ton.

Prospects for Hops.
The reports from the hop fields in

Southern Washington and Northern
Oregon are encouraging so far as the
growing crop is concerned. In some
sections there is uneven growth, but
this is believed to be due to the plant-
ing of different kinds of hops. Weath-
er conditions are said to have been
very favorable and the vines have
made a good healthy growth. It is
the opinion of those who keep in touch
with, conditions that more hopyards
are being plowed up than reported,
and that many more will be plowed
up before the sowing season is over.
Unless there should be a rise in the
price of hops, growers will continue
to be discouraged and will sow their
yards to hay or wheat. In the plow-
ing up of yards and the reduction of
the acreage of hops produced it may
be possible we will have a solution to
the question of overproduction, and
there can be little doubt but what
next fall will see a far better price
paid for hops than last season.

Two late sales of Yakima hops con-
sisted of 73 bales grown by William
Davern, on the Cowiche, for seven and
a half cents, and 13 bales by Henry B.
Scudder, which sold for nine cents.
These were bought by J. J. Carpenter,
who estimates that there are only 700
bales of the crop of 1899 remaining in
the Yakima valley. The growers are
expecting at least 15 cents this fall.

The United States department of ag-
riculture has just finished distributing
circular number 24, which treats of
red clover seed, defining its points of
quality, some of the adulterants used
by unscrupulous dealers, how to test
the seed, which is the same method
twice defined in this journal, what seed
is best to buy, etc. There is great lia-
bility that much of the seed now on
the market is adulterated, on account
of the great advance that has been
made in the pfice recently and the
probability that there will be still more
of an advance. No one who uses clover
seed should buy the cheap kind, for it
will either be adulterated or so poor
that it will prove the most expensive
in the end. Pay a higher figure for
your seed and be certain you have
something that will gierminate and
grow.

That bees will sting one person more
than another, is worse than nonsense;
bees don't know any difference in peo-
ple. It is the way some people act that
get them into trouble. Put on your
wide-rimmed hat and wrap some kind
of thin veiling about your head and
tuck the ends under your suspenders,
then, put on your gloves ana you can
handle them with impunity. Doing
this a few times you will soon learn to
handle them without net or gloves.

In the poultry business as in stock-
raising fifty-cent wheat, if properly
disposed of, will bring more money
than if sold direct to the mil! or ele-
vator.

The North Coast Limited, the new
Northern Pacific train to be put on
April 29, will leave Portland, 11:30 a.
m.; Tacoma, 5:25 p. m.; Seattle, 4:25
p. m.: Spokane, 7:35 a. m., every day
and arrive in St. Paul at 3:00 p. m.,
in time for all outgoing night trains.

RANCH AND RANGE.

HALLER BUILDING, SEATTLE

DAIRYFARM
For sale in Whatcom County, Washing-

ton—270 acres, 90 acres cleared and
in hay, 6 acres in orchard, 70 acres
partly cleared and in pasture, running
water on thie place. House, barn, and
other outbuildings to the value of $4,-
--000. Good private creamery with steam
separator; wagons and farm imple-
ments complete; 75 head of Jersey cat-
tle, (32 cows and the balance young
stock). A piped water system on the
place to every building, supplied by
windmill. 120 acres o. this land is
beaver dam bottom, and the place is in
a high state of cultivation; located
about two miles from railroad town,

P. 0., school, church, stores. This
place with stock and improvements
can be bought at a very reasonable
figure.

EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS,

If taken within 30 days will buy 160
acres of good timber land in Clallam

7

Bromus Inermis Bromus Unioloides
Bromus Brevaristatus

Also all other Grass and Forage Plants. Send for Catalog.

Portland Seed Company,
135 FRONT STREET - - - PORTLAD, OREGON

A world jf-?, Steam Fruit Dryer
BEATER. W\lz>^s3^^^
cots, Apples, jH *°*Trs^|s3Bs= li^s^
Peaches, Ber- 'rj ZlC^ -
ries, Cherries, ' 3C^====
Grapes, Figs, , =^\
Plums, Vege- "^l

I- - —^M

All Wood II ' — — \u25a0

Trays. I pL- :
Cheap, durable and I I | IL—-—\u25a0—' I I
Safe. Dries for -We FF^j -

„.,.._ ' A—i ' . \~?3&. Water S~W7~^—I I
Monteith Eva- ,-^J^ Hijr^^s^s^-I4LXl_^P^^ i
poratin--ancl ullJ^
Eugene, Or.

\u25a0—*

THE FARMERS' INVESTMENT CO.
County. Money can not be invested
where it will yield better returns than
in Washington timber lands.

FRUIT AND CHICKEN RANCH
In Skagit County, 10 acres, all cleared;
300 bearing fruit trees; good house,
barn, three hen houses and yards,
store house and woodshed. Improve-
ments alone cost $1,500. This place is
convenient to school, railroad and boat,
landing and will make a very desira-
ble home and money maker.

LET US LOCATE YOU.
Ranches of all kinds, sizes and prices

are being listed with us daily. We can
locate you in any part of the stafc^ and
solicit an inquiry from you. State the
location you prefer, what branch of
farming you dedre to follow, how large
a farm you want and what amount you
can pay, whether you want to pay all
cash or want time on part of the pur-
chase price.

••• • •
Farm Lands Wanted!I Cil 111 bCIIIMv IWQIIVvU \u25a0

Live, Energetic Farmers with means are coming from the East by the
hundreds, and are applying to us for Farm Lands of all kinds. Parties

having farms, improved or unimproved, for sale, are invited to send com-
plete description to us.

Many Farmers wish to lease farm property. We can secure good ten-,

ants for leased farms. Address

The Farmers' Investment Comp'y,
31-32 Haller Building, : : : Seattle, Washington

WHITMAN'S BALING PRESSES
-ts*. .&/gggsfe^ VICTORIOUS IN EVERY CONTEST.
**T^^""Tlfa *ric(e!%£mgm£3?aS£&. America. Highest award World's Fair, Chicago;<* jtf i JM4 "^aE^^Bklt/^&^^AAmerica. Highest award at World's Fair, Chicago;

\j3^J^M(w§ iSIiPSE ism'(ljJvß!lß Paris Exposition, and evory other contest. Not th«
AK\2MieSazmSnJßN^-mVmsmm cheapest, but guaranteed TUB BEST S?oe our "New

BeuM BJli^E^r^ Model Stool Roauty' 'and "Universal" Pressos for this
-C^Vi9m''TVu3ff^f:l^LMSS^Sß^^^^^9t\ erason. Alr-o lnanufacturo large lino of strictly flrst-

fMSCßßßHPyjg%^'--Sah^BM\EjjL^^E class Farm Machinery. Send/or Catalogue* and prices.
Jjjfg/Kmm rt^hnwHWWHHHiflT^ WHITMANAGniCULTUtIAr. CO., tit. Louis. Mo.
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