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LIVESTOCK INTERESTS

SELECTING ANIMALS FOR BREED-
ING PURPOSES.

This is an all important matter and
one that has never received from the
farmer the attention which its impor-

tance demands, writes W. J. Kennedy.
It would be putting it mild to say

that it has never received a tithe of
the attention of which it is deserving.

When directions are given for select-
ing breeding animals they, generally
refer to males rather than to both
males and females. Now it is quite
proper to lay much stress on the se-
lection of suitable males. It is quite
proper to hold it up as being more im-
portant to make a careful choice of
males than of females, but a careful
selection of females should in no wise
be overlooked. It is probably time
that more care is exercised by breed-
ers of grades in the selection of fe-
males than by those who breed pure
breds. The reasons for this are found
in the anxiety on the part of those
who breed pure breds to turn them
all into money at prices in advance
of those which represent their meat
values. It should not be so. It can-
not be so without working injury
somewhere. If the animal is sold for
breeding, the results will not be good
in the herd, flock or stud into which
it goes, and if it is not sold but kept
to breed from, the progress of the
herd, flock or stud in which it is re-
tained will be so far hindered. Advice
is fully given by way of urging our
breeders to castrate all males which
are not up to the standard and such
advice is good; but it should not be
forgotten that it is very important al-
so that breeders should be reminded
now and then of the importance of
discarding all females for breeding
purposes not up to a given standard.
Selection may be said to contain, in
germ at least, the art of breeding.
To be able to select well, generally
speaking, means to be able to breed
well. It involves a great many con-
siderations. These relate not only to
form but also to disposition. It has
also reference to pedigree and per-
formance of ancestry.

The breeder who is to select well
must have in his mind and well map-
ped out, the form or type of an ani-
mal which he desires to breed. This
image, though only existing in the
mind should bo as clearly defined as
though it were transferred to canvas.
He is at sea when he attempts to se-
lect unless thus equipped. Without
being able to select with reference to
a true standard he may undo in one
generation what he has effected in an-
other. He is thus whirled about in an
eddy which greatly hinders, if it is
not fatal to all improvement.

BULL PRICES OUT OF LINE.
Comment runs generally at all the

spring sales to the effect that the
prices of bulls are entirely too low
compared to the values set on the fe-
males. Various reasons are offered,

probably the most important being the
fact that many of the ranchmen have
not yet sold their feeding steers and
do not want to buy bulls until they
effect a clearance of their range pro-
ducts. Farmers who have filled their
feed-lots from the ranges the past
two years at the high prices current
have not always been able to win out
on their ventures and they are insist-
ing on lower prices, which the ranch-
men do not seem willing to concede.
Hence operations in feeders for the
farms and bulls for the ranges are not
at presen very active. This is* one
view of it.

Whatever the cause it must lie con-
ceded that prices are out of line when
a good yearling bull sells for $150 or
$200, and his dam next comes into the
ring and command! around $1,000. In-

stances approximating these figures
have happened at the sales this
spring. Such a situation offers oppor-
tunity to the shrewd buyer who has
the facilities for carrying bulls at
reasonable cost a few weeks or
months. Good young bulls at around
$150 to $200 should be a pretty good
investment, quite independent of the
prospective range trade which is ex-
pected to open up before long. The de-
mand for bulls from the farms is con-
stantly growing as more and more
men enter upon cattle-breeding and
'others put into effect the lesson of
stock improvement they have learned.

! The strong values now commanded by
the best females indicate the deter-
mined disposition on the part of breed-
ers to equip themselves with the
choicest material for the work of the
future, but in the scramble for fe-
males the values of the males should
not be overlooked. ?Breeder's Ga-
zette.
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DEHORING CATTLE.

The Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion of Arizona issues the following
timely hint on dehorning cattle:

The thought of saying something

upon this subject was suggested to
the writer by seeing a promising
young bull suffering the loss of his
horns by what seemed to be a most
barbarous method. The poor brute
had been thrown and was lying with
his feet tied together, his head tied
to one post and his hind foot drawn
back by a pully and tackle to another.
Three men and a boy were working
about his head helping to saw off the
horns. The dry, powdery manure of
the corral was used to stop the -flow
of blood. The operation of dehorning
must cause some pain, but it need not
be accompanied by such rough han-
dling as to endanger the future useful-
ness of the animal dehorned.

There are few men, if any, who have
handled hornless cattle that do not
appreciate the advantages of dehorn-
ing, and who do not strongly advo-
cate its practice. Not only is danger
of injury from hooking avoided, but
the animals are more quiet and peace-
able, giving better results in the milk-
ing corral and the feed lot. With the
loss of their horns they seem to lose
their desire to fight. It is no longer a
question as to whether cattle shall be
dehorned or not, but a question of
when and how to do it.

The old original method of dehorn-
ing was by use of the saw. It is still
advocated by some and has the ad-
vantage of taking off the horn where
other means some times fail. Clip-
pers designed for that purpose are
more convenient and as a rule more
efficient. In the case of old animals,
not only do the horns themselves
become very hard, but the so-called
pith assumes a bony character, such
as it is some times impossible to cut

STRONGEST AND BEST DIP
On the Market.

A perfect Insecticide. vermlcMeand antiseptic?
iioi]|iiilh<iuoub. Not Injurious In any way io sheep
or lambs. Certain death to lice, ticks manice fleas
and all vermin. Wieep, hogs and cattle will do bet-
ter Iffree, fioin lice. Heals shear outs.

One gallon makes 100 gallons dip. Price: Quart
MM, 60c; half Kallon cans, $1 ; Ballon cans, f 1.50.
Agents wanted In every town and county.

Prussian Remedy Company
212-211 BMt Fourth St., St. Paul, Minnesota

K. J, BOWBN Agent, Seattle aud l'ortlaud.

THE RANCH.

OR EXCHANGE

YEARLING BULLS AND HEIFERS

AT A BARGAIN^***
CHOICE SHORTHORN

Shorthorn.. Bulls
Of outstanding merit and breeding to be had at reasonable prices

at the Fork Branch breeding farm. I have seven head all ready

for service and all good ones, some of them as good as can be

bought in the east at'or near the four figures; in color mostly

deep reds, thrifty and vigorous; are all got by Baron Bloom

131 j6B, who never got a poor one. Pedigrees on application.

A. CHALMERS, - CENTREVILLE, OREGON.

FOR SALE
For a Stock Farm in Western

Washington, a Carload of

REGISTERED HEREFORD

At Elmwood Stock Farm, 18 miles north
of Hebron, North Dakota, on main line

of Northern Pacific Railroad

Bulls, Cows and Heifers
ten HEAD OF CHOICE YEARLING BULLS=

And a few two-year-olds, also my herd bull, GRAND MARSHALL 136866, will
be sold during the next thirty to sixty days at very reasonable prices. Also

thiptv COWS AND HEIFERS
Which are an extra good lot of animals. Every animal to be sold is regis-
tered I must sell them quick, and prl<*ea will he made within the reach of

all. Write me or call at my ranch at Snohpinish. and inspect the stock.

Chas. F.
BREEDER OF SHORTHORNS, SHOHOMISH, WASH.

Large Returns fer a Small Investment
Has Been the Universal Experience of Farmers, Market Gardeners, Florists

and All Who Have Used the

r^mmjfll-w****^MANurAcfuß Pacific Meat Om.
GrKUMMWW& ED BY TACOMA, WABH.


