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BNji Opening of ibe "Packard Library.
B hmH k 1 Following is the dedicatory address of C. C.

BI i! ill Goodwin:I iff li Ladies and Gentlemen: I congratulate the de- -

BL II t voted people who, toiling through many years,

B II tl finally made this fine library a permanent and
Br I II splendid reality.
B ji Im The work began thirty-fou- r years ago, when
B '

I B twelve public-spirite- d ladies combined and

B j started the nucleus of a library and established a
Br j public reading room. They called their organiza- -

B 'J J tion "The Ladies' Literary Society." Those
B;J j, twelve names Bhould be embossed on a tablet

j I and hung upon these walls. All, or nearly all of
S I them, have passed to the clearer light, but the

B' J ! present generation should honor itself by re- -

B ! membering them.
B ' ''j When overborne by hard times, they were

B j j forced to close their reading room and store
BL ij their books, then the Masonic orders of this
B. I J city and state took up the work. Thier first
B!, i J n, library consisted of fifty dollars worth of books,
Bj n 1 and occupied two little shelves in a fifteen-fo- ot

square room. But they progressed, obtained morettP books and opened a public reading room. A few
ji J of the men who did the work, Mr. Diehl, Judge

Bi J Bennett, Mr. John Scott and others are still here.
B; ( Mr. Diehl informs me that among the first sub- -
Bj (1 i scribcrs to their fund were Wilford Woodruff and
B '

George Q. Cannon. They also obtained the books

H i , of the Literary Society md for twenty years their
j.1 reading room was a source of pleasure and in- -

t i struction to thousands of people. The names of

Ii
1 1 those devoted men who began the work and car- -

ried it on so long should be inscribed here. Then
; l came another change. The Pioneer Library Asso--

ciation was incorporated and a new home for the
Bj I Ik library was found. But when, under the stress of
B i if Iff bard times, the whole scheme seemed on the verge
B J'

I of collapse, the new "Ladies' Literary Club" took
B !n the matter in hand, by tireless and superb work
B, ' they put the library once more on a living basis,

B and finally, backing with their personal presence
BS If , and influence, the few in the legislature who fa- -

Pfck vored the plan, obtained from the state a statute
which insured the continuance and prosperity of

im the library. The names of those ladies should be
L 'i embossed on a tablet and hung upon these walls.

And now this wandering library that has been
pjU tossed about without a habitation or permanent

,, J home for a generation past, has found a sure
I haven at last. This surely is a day for congratu- -

Bil; ill I lations.
jlgl I The reason I am here tonight is because of

)( ft I if ce memores the thoughts of this dedication
I if I H have awakened. "All the burial places of memory

X
' lllij are mae to Sive up their dead."

Bj! ffli It lacks but a few days of fifty-thre-e years
Oj 1 since I first knew John Q. Packard.

Bi ' Wmwl ' wau n December, 1852, in the little city of

Bl 1

Hm Marysville, California. It was a place then of per- -

B' !l 111 haps eight thousand people. Of all who were
Bl I bJ there then, whom we knew, Mr. Packard and my- -

B ifSfli se are amost the only ones left.
BiP ' M Hr nc v one tiat Sionous company has passed
BI ' H iff on trust bey are waiting with down-stretch-

Bi) ' HHi arms and the old glad faces to welcome us.

Bfn''wB There were no old men there then. Young

Bl I villi mcn an boys from every state and nation had
Bit falU gathered there, but as they looked into each

B SB other's faces, they knew that a struggle for fame
Bi fwB anc frtune was on that the dross was all go- -

Bi hB in to e metC( out men at only the gold

Bi 8jBP would remain.

Bl' HB How exultant were their hearts, how radiant

B' "llB an( limtlcss tneir hopes!
Bt' (I IB And how that bright land ministered to their

IIB dreams. All a1 plain around the city was car- -

( ' lilB peted with Ho ers; the mighty rampart of the

' UBI Sierras, like an embattled wall drawn around ua,

Br. Iffil shone blue in the distance to the first summit

B jf and beyond that was snow-crowne- d; the air was

a tonic; the winds that came down from the
heights were filled with promises of fabulous
treasures, those that stole in from the not-faraw-

sea seemed laden with whispers of sun-kiss-

isles, while the sunlight was like the smile
of God.

There was a life and abandon there which
made men forget the restraints that had hedged
them about from childhood; there were no chil-

dren's voices to give enchantment to the air,
it was before the trailing of the robes of pure
women gave benediction to the streets.

The houses were mostly of thin boards and
canvas with the result that there were few secrets
kept in the city.

A peculiarity of a canvas house is that voices
do not die away in them, but seem to grow
louder and louder as the sound of them passes
from room to room.

At that time, too, the rats had a fashion of
galloping over our blankets at night. Unless you
have had experience, you do not know how so-

ciable an old gray rat will become, when he thinks
he has established confidential relations with you.
There were no many of them that people ceased
to expostulate with them, and they had full
right of way. A few weeks after I reached Marys-
ville, a flood swept the city and a million of
them were drowned.

Speaking of that flood, an incident of it may
be worth relating that you may know something
of the free and easy customs of the place. The
first story of a large store was inundated, but
some fifteen or twenty men had taken refuge in
the upper story.

One night two of those men who had been
drinking a little, engaged in a discussion about
pistol shooting, when one said he could outshoot
the other. "Not for $50.00," was the reply. "But
how can we test the matter?" asked the first
speaker. "Easily enough," said the other. "Take
a candle and your gun, go to one end of the
room, I will go to the other. I will give you the
first shot, and bet you $50 that in six shots a
piece, I can snuff your candle oftener than you
can mine." The rest of the company ranged
along the wall on the other side of the room. The
men held their candles in their hands, one would

shoot, then the other would drop hla candle to
his side, and shoot at the other candle sixty feet
away, and so they emptied their revolvers. One
candle was extinguished three times, the other
four.

Of course, there were some tough men there.
When one of those died, his friends always gave
him a grand funeral, and the band invariably
played Pleyeles' Hymn. I never hear that stately
hymn now with organ accompaniment, that those
festive funerals are not recalled to memory.

When I reached the city, he who was later the
famous Justice Field of the Supreme Court of
the United States, had just retired from the office
of alcalde, which is the Spanish lor justice of the
peace.

William Walker, "the gray-eye- d man of des-

tiny," who later went as a filibuster to Nicara-
gua, and was shot, was a poor lawyer there.

Of course, there were many drinking and
gambling haunts, and to soft Spanish waltzes,
"Fandango houses" ran all night.

I mention these things merely to give you an
idea of a California town when Mr. Packard and
myself were boys. In that school we took our
post graduate course.

But despite the excitement and the sin, de-

spite the fact that many a young man was lost
in those days, there was many a splendid soul
there, fine scholars, lawyers, doctors, and mer-

chants who answered the description of the New
York merchants of three-scor- e years ago, who
were called "merchant princes," and from the
first, among those fame and fortune seekers, the
one attribute prized abc all others was man-

hood. A narrow, and mean and petty man was
isolated in a week; great souls always had the
right of way.

If men had sorrows and troubles they locked
them in their own hearts and turned a smiling
face to the world.

The experience of going to California in those
days had expanded and softened men's hearts,
the absence of women and children drew them
closer together and there were friendships formed
there that in their intensity were deep as the
love of woman.

Some men grew into the habit of doing grand
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