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7o youth the season Is filled with dalights,
o season of gifts, when the bashful becomes
pold enough, under cover of tha holldays to make
gnown who the loved ones really are and to fix
jmpressions which last while 1ife lasts.

o the middie nged it {a the season for balane-
{ne (he year's accounts, for estimnting what the
doparting year has brought them; what possibly
{he coming year has in store for them, whether
prosperity has smiled upon them, whether Jjust
ambitions have been gratified; whether labor
hae bean pewarded, and honest hopes have been
reallrad.

To the aged whose souls are at peace the sea-
son hringd no SOrrows nor regrels. Rather when
thie cavels ring out they take on n new rhyihm,
for viinded with the earthly tones are ftones of
yolees that long ago grew atill here, bul now in
sublemated musle come back and make a re-
fraln for the earthly song. And to them come
fiashor of lght as though eyes that long ago grew
dlm here have rocovered thelir llght, and loving
hands seem bending down and faces that hore
grew palid and still, onee more beam with the

old lovadlght that were thalrs when Ilife held:

within it s0o much that was sweelt and old age
was nover thought of save as A something su
far away that It was not worth the worry to
think of It. So the great average of the season
le of joy. of loving words, of children's caresaers;
af kindly greetings, of musle, of children's
voleer—of good will,

Men and women are the better for it through
all the sueceeding year: for chlldren éach ocom-
Ing of It makea an epoch (n thelr llves; lor every
one It is an Incentive to nobler exertion for the
coming year; (o the eye of falth it is a new as-
surdnce of the reul presence of a power infinite
In wisdom and mercy that ordered the seasons
like the stars in thelr processions and planned
that oach should bring its especial blessing, and

divine lessons, And the refrain swalls In splon-
dor with each vear;

“Glory to God (he Highest, on enrth

Peact .nd to mon good will' *

The Earth’s and Natlon's Unrest,

The year posl has been filled with unrest—
unrest In the elements an” in the hearts of men;
even the golid earth has bean oppressed In places
and its erust has been rent in pain.

The firat great upheaval was In S8an Francisco
and vieinity; there the surface of the ground was
moved eight fest out of Its former position, caus-
ing ruin in the path of the monster, and when this
was followed by fire against which thers were no
usual means of Aghting, the practical destruction
of the city followed. It wns (he greatest dizaster
ever suffered in the Unlted States and caused a
benutiful city to melt into debris, and a people
who nll their lives had never asked a favor, but
who all the time had Kept thelr hearts open to
every call of charity, to become for a time de-
pendent upon the charity of others,

The evidences acoumulate that perhaps =
worse and more extended upheaval was under the
sen beyond the Golden Oate, and which uphenval
extended far north and south. It is sald that
some former landmarks at eea in the Puclfic have
disappeared and that at least ong new laland has
bean opreared in the Behring 8ea Archipelago,

The next groat cataclysm smote Valparaiso,
6,000 miles southeast of Ban Franclsco, similar
in all respects to that of the California City, but
legs violent and destructive.

Old Mount Vesuvius was in flerce eruption,
for o time threatening a repetition of what came
when Pompell and Herclaneum wera over-
whelmed nlneteen hundred years ago.

Shipmasters coming Into our ports reporlk un-
precedented storms ab sem. A typhoon, the most
terrible known In more than two score years,

filled the bay of Hong Kong with wrecks, smota
the city terribly and overwhelmed 5,000 fishermen
In adjacent seas. About the same time a grent
hurrleane swept over Cuba and plied high the
waters of the Gulf in the harbors of Mobils and
Pensacola,

All the year Russia hng been seething with
rovolution; Austrin-Hungary has been upon the
point of revolution; more massacres by the Turks
have been reported from Armenin; what for a
reason threatened war Latweon Frasee and Ger-
many was finally gettled by a conference of the
powers; thore Is revolution ln Morocco; in Ewnst-
ern Africa the Garmans have been steadlly fight-
Ing the natives; Cu, 3 Colony has had a fierce war
with the Zulus, and the embers of the old war
with the Boers have bLeen stirred into flsmes o
moré than one place, On our continent there was
a brief wor between Guatemaln and San Salvador,
but it was quickly settled by the Interventlon of
Presldent Roosevelt and Presldent Diazx of Mex-
leo, In our own eountry all has been peace and
wonderful prosperity, but more than 4,000 people
have been killed In rallroad wrecks and 16,000
wounded, an assessment ns terrible na was levied
upon the Unlon wnrmy at OGettyaburg; more
than the usial number of cyclones have swooprd
down upon our Southern and Middle Wesl States,
ond perhaps thers hns never sinee the great war

‘been so0 flerce a politienl campalgn as the natlon

pussed through last avtumn. There are spots on
the sun and the henrtas of the nations are torn
with unrast.

—

Why Not Fix Sllver?

We repeat what we have often sald before,
that the first thing Congress should do to put the
curreney in p more acceptable form should be to
delare that while the gold atandard is inviolable,
etill that exchanges may ba made stabla with sall
ver using countries like China, Indla—all Asin
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