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The Governor

OVERNOR SPRY was quletly Inauguraled on

Moniday. His inmuguration speech was n

plen for unity, for the forgetting of differ
ences and a unlted effort for the progress of
Utah. That was altogether pratgseworthy, and we
are sure there 18 no disposition anywhere to ralse
a discordant note. But there I8 no pafe basls
or which to found order, securily, progress, or
even good will in a state, save upon the people
accepting and/ obeying the righteous laws of the
gtate. Had this been dome from the time the
state was admitted, there would have heen no
diffterences here to mention; to accept and obey
thoae laws would canse all present difficulties to
vanish in a month.

Does Governor Spry belleve that the re-elec-
tion of Reed Bmoot to the Senate because he is
the Apostle of the dominant church here, who
has been set aside for that pince, will tend to
allay “differences”?

It the president of the dominant church
ﬁga'n, next autumn advises a great host of de-
vout followers to toss their politieal principtes o
the dogs and vote a particular ticket, does Gov-
ernor Spry believe that will allay “différences"?

Does Governor Spry belleve that the Constl-
tutlon should be obeyed wherein it forbida any
union of church and state and speclally forbids
any church from usurping any functions of the
state?

If there Is any attempt ts set that aslde, will
he use hils executive power to stop the wrong?

That Is the only cloud on the sky of Utah,
the only menace to ber peace and progress.

Were these the “differences" which Governor
Spry referred to in his inaugnral, and thought it
whs time they should be oblliterated, and was the
elimination of them one o the thourhts In his
mind when he thok the oath to maintain and ex-
ecute the laws of this atate?

If they were and he I8 strong enough to
place himself upon the laws and inslst upon thalr
execntion, then he can make a great name for
himsell and Insure for himself a Iasting fame in
Utah.

The Prohibition Furore
HE dominant church of Utah has declared
T for absolute probibition. Presumably
mosl of the other churches will follow
sult, If that is the best thing for the state |t
should prevall.
What sssurances are there that it can be made
a success? Utah, as distinetly as any other
state, has demonstrated that a law cannot be en-
forced agalnst public opinlon. In one or two
respects, ol least, It has been, and 18 belng dally,
shown that some laws cannot be enforced even
when backed by publle oplnlon, if certaln favored
ones please to break them. Publlc prosecutors
do not respect their official oaths enough Lo prose
cute, and juries do nol respecl their official oathe
suMeclently to conviet under all the binding force
of direct and unchallenged testimony. Is there
the welght of publie opinion in favor of prohibl
tion? The legislature, no doubt, will be flonded with
petitions, but every member will know that the
slgnatures were ohtalned jJust as an afMrmative
vote is obtained in the the Tabernacle. Buch
petitions should be estlmated at exactly thelr
Intrinsic value

Legisintors will have to deal with the ques-
tlon from the standpoint of thelr offieial obliga-
tiong to the people and the best interests of the
gtate, which means the best Interest of all the
peaple.

The firat question 1s will prohibition prohibit?
It has besn tried with great energy in  many
states, The results has been discouraging to the
friends of total abstalners, ‘We were assured
last spring that the 1id was on in Georgin and
Alnbnma. We suggest to the legislature that it
send to that siate for the leading dally papers
and learn the rea]l status of the mutter. They are
agreeing that this second state of the drinkers
I8 worse than the first. It required a litle time
after the 11d was put on to drill holes in It, but
nccording to present nocounts it [s but a selve,

The result In all states where the law pre
valle Is lo remove all responsibility from those
who engage In the business; they know they are
pursuing an illegal calling and every other con-
sideration ls swallowed up In a desire to mnake
the most of it.

Of course the legisinture will consider the mat-
ter from all points. The revenues to the state
and cotles are very greal from llcenses; the busi-
ness of the state would be greatly reduced under
the law, for nine out of every ten business men
will not engage in business In a so-called prohibl-
tion state. A great many colties, north, south,
east and west, have had great booms in the
last twenty-five yenrs. Can any one point to such
an experience in any eity In any so-called prohibl
tion state? In our judgment, were a prohibition
law to be passed by the Utah legislature this
winter, it would cost Salt Lake City, within a
year, more than all the present revenues of Lhe
stnte amount to. It would cost It in the Talling-
off in business, In the depreciation of property,
and In checking the clty's onward march,

And It woulid not prohibit., Then facts are so
manifest that it is never tried in any first-class
eity.

Rather, the reagsoning Is that the way o deal
with the question {8 to place the business under
municipal control. with suoch restrietions around
it as will Insure order and so far as possible re-
move temptation from minors, but not try to make
men angels by statute,

This 18 what enlightened citles do all this
world around, and It is after a thousand years ot
irial, experiment and practice.

According to the old legend, when Sisyphus
had bound Death “in his nefarlous chalr,” Jove
turned his ear toward earth and not one prayer
was being offered, and when Hermes explalned
that Death was a captive and no longer feared,
hence men no longer prayed, Jove mused for
a while and ordered the swilt-winged to go down
nnd releass Death, saving: “If there were no gods
men would make them."

That has an appleation here to this sltuation,
and our advice to Lthe legisluture |s to deal with
this liguor guestion In anccordance wth the hest
Jjudgment of those who have thought most desp
Iy on the subject,

The Republic at Its Best
HILYW by executive order the American 20]-
diers In Cuba are folding thelr ensigns, em-
barking for home and turning the falrest

and richest island In ‘he world banek to the rule
]

of its own people, the Congress of the United
States I8 votlng $£500,000 to the unfortunates of
Sleily nnd Italy, two ships nre detached from the
great fleet with rush orders to reach the scene
ol the cataclyam with thelr supplies, and the ten-
der 1s that, if dealved, the whole battleghip flest
will be turned futol hospitil ships to help succor
the malmed and the starving, In the meantime
the American Red Cross Soelely Is upon the
ground at work, while every city .and hamlet of
the Great Republic nare collecting and hurrying
forward thelr contributlions. The world, it
seema to us, ought to have a prefty good opinlon
of the Unlted States, and beyond our country
and people a rather high opinion of the efMcacy
of free Institotions In moulding the character of
i neople.

Scylla and Charybdis
OT many pesple stop tothink that the Stralt
N of Mersinn s the most famous one In' his-
tory, that the rocks which so long guarded
Its loniun Sea entrance are the Tamous Scylla
and Charybdis of Greek "mythology, and whoge
girens were the destruction of anclent mariners,
It Is sald that the earthguakes have shnttered
tome of the rocks and have changed the location
ol the Charybdis whirlpool, out of which doubt-
legs the siren legend originated, because 1t mirae-
ulously drew unsuspecting mariners to destrue-
tion.

The place has been a wvoted one for more
than 3,000 years, Indeed, It Is longer than that
since the story of Ulysses' voyage through that
sirait was first told, and that was but pleking up
and putting In form, legends thal were then
hoary with age.

It seems that there are places which are al-
ways more or less the conecernment of history.

There has always been n glamor over the
valley of the BEuphmtes: the valley of the Nlile
his been (he world's concernment since ages be
fore the world had any written history: while
perhaps more of Interest to the world clings
wronnd the Hellespont, than any other spot on the
map, save only the Holy Land, That has been
the dividing llne between Asiatic and European
power silnce the dave of Darius; -there modern
enlightenment had its first mighty clash with the
Immovable Asiatle stolidity., But perhaps this
sirelt of Messinag has had more of romance woven
around {i than any other spot. It was fedm there
that Syrmcuse was taken. ‘There, and In the
Adrintie, assembled the fleets that went across
lo Aotinm, and for Octaviug wrested the world's
control from Antony and Cleopatra: 1 wes Lo
Rome what the straits of Dover and 8t. George's
Channel have been for a thousand vears to Eng
Innd, and has perhaps drawn lhe world's atien
tlon o It more than any other spot in  which
ships ean rendezvous. Now the whole world's ot
tentlon 18 eentered there, us to a mighty sep
ulchre,

Harthquakes are lable to come anywhore ot
any time, but especially Hable along cousls where
the seas are forever beatlng and  espeoinlly
where voleanoas—those vents fTor the inner
world's pent-up fires, are stationed. ‘The region
about sonthern Italy lhas bDeen especially susesp
tihle to them always, very likely the path for the
water through the stralt of Messinn was flest
hewed out by an earthguike




