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LeROY ARMSTHNONG - - - . Editor

DOWN WITH THE TELEPHONE.

I notice that my other friend, the government
at Washinglon, has instituled proceedings cal-
eulated lo hamper, impuir and destroy the Bell
Telophone Company. Of course that fs not Lhe
Ltitle of the nction that has been started at Porl-
lond. This new bit of business crippling wears
all the gay garb of Lhe Sherman anti-Urust law—
n bil of ancient law fathered by the chilliest old
party thal ever broke inlo either house of con-
gress, nol excepting the late Benjamin Harrison,
of frigid memory, The theory I8 that the suit
1% instituted in Lthe interest of the people of these
Uniled States, and that when the government has
carried Lhe case lo a soceessful lermination—
from the standpoint of the prosecution, then tel-
ephoning will cost #he people less, and be of
bhetter service qualitéthan it is now, or could be
without the prosecution.

And that is a silly and a baseless assump-
tion, If there is any business on the face of the
sarth that ought Lo be left alone, it is the tel-
ephone, We of Sall Lake hiave had our day of
experience in that sort of thing, and it isn't at
all a pleasanl memory. It wasn't the faull of
oither company that Lhe service lacked some-
thing of perfection when both the companies
were here bul it was the fault of both of them
that there wers two. No man could do any oon-
siderablo business withoul having two phonos,
and the expense war doubled, while the vexation,
annoyance and profanity wera Lrebled.

That same Portland in which this new suit
has just been lnunched is af this goodly hour in
the throes of a double lelephone syslem. There
are fow cities between the oceans in which tas
same is not true. And ln every ona of them a
betler service could be rendered by the Bell than

Gnce & Democrat stayed In the cloar
fn & dollar & day, preity nesr.
But now they have Jobs,
And the perks, and bogobs,
They oan’t Uve on iwelve thousand & year,

by any opposing concern for the very excellent
reason Lhat the Bell has the long lines, and no
alleged independent company on earth could
liope Lo securs thal equipment—and none of them
do expect Lo secure il, now or evermore,

IL ig no curlailing of the commerecial liber-
lies of investing gentlemen to say they ought to
find something else as good as the lelephons bus-
iness in which to risk their money, Unless they
expedl to make Lheir profits by selling oul lo the
big firm, there is small ehance indead for them
to gel rich by Lthe hello route. And there are
such a host of olther opportunilies where Lhe
profits are sure, the way is clean, and the wild
208l Lo serve Lhe dear people s vastly more easy
to gratify.

The government spent money enough Lo build
the Lincoln highway—of il2 own and that of the
defendants—trying the Northern Securities, the
Tobaceo and the Harvester and the Southern
Pacific eases. And all the effect was Lo lay on
the people of Lhe republic a litlle heavier bur-
den. It doesn't make freight rates or passenger
tickels any cheaper. 10 doesn't add a whit (o the
ease by which farmers can gel 8 mowing machine
or n package of tobacco.

And the only effect of this suit againgl the Lel-
aophong company will ba lo deprive the big bulk
of the eitizens of cost, and convenience in the
use of Lthe most necessary and most highly valued
agoney Lthat ever has been added (o the forward
march of the race.

For the love of peace, prosperity and im-
proved serviee, let the government quil)

We eity folk hold a position

That may Dé 0o more than teansition,
But ir it cosls more
Than ever before,

What the deuce I8 the good of commission,

THE MANUFACTURERS' LOBBY

It seems we will have to accept Lhe Mulhall
stories. He backs them up wilth so many leltors
that look genuine, 1 am trembling every day
for fear he will hit some ope between Colorado
and Nevada; bul for the present we have sscaped.

Bul, granting Lthe truth of all he has said,
whal is the significance? Just Lhis: The man-
ufacturers of the nation have tried to defend
themsalves, It is very olear thal business was
menaced, that men engaged in ligilimate enter-
prises were being blackmailed by practical poli-
licians, men who cared for no political party
and faltened on threstening {rouble for their
own nation; men who lived by big inleresis, and
got. forced contribulions ms reward for koeep-
ing hands off. Very clearly the demagogn: was
abroad in the land, and he played on the harp
with the Inbor union siring. It s evidenl that
playing charmed congressmen and senalors and

—more's the charm, a Presideni of the Uniled
States—into concossions inimical to business, and
which representatives of business asked for in
vain. They had to oounteract Lthat influence,
and they did it by trying o put in congress and
fo keep in congresg the men who wern loyal o
the substantial inlerests of the natiou,

So far as shown the American Manulactur-
ers used no really Impropér methods, They did
help the right candidates in their campaigng, and
if they hadn't done it the walking delegnles
would this day be annulling the federal stutules
and veloing the veloes of the president,

This nation neecds nothing so mwuch as a
square deal for the business men. And what a
sengible nation needs—il gels.

Sald Noah to Grant, In the Ark

“Pon't you dote on the sang of 1he lark ¥
Bald Grant: ™ Ham't you heard?
I have a new .ird,

And he does whay & say, 1US Sam Park.”

LAND OF THE FREE

My other old friend, the plumbers’ combine,
soems o have been baving n good lime with that
outrageous enemy of special privilege, the Midg-
ley Brothers, who show a pernicious lendency 1o
violale all labor gortventions by altending to their
own business, And the thing grows more inter-
edling ns one observes Lhat Lthe combine elaims
the right to close shops, restrain workmen from
work, abrogale any old sort of contrack nol ap-
proved by the combine, nand in a genernl way (o
do all the things the Standard Ofl, the Ameriean
Tobaceo and the Inlernalional Harvester can't
do. I always am proud to nole the superiority
of Salt Lake people in any lino of endeavor, and
find here thal the blessed plumbing combine of
this cily is biggor than Harriman ever was, and
that its edicls séem to sland while he couldn't
oven combine twn of his own railroads. Tt just
goes Lo show thal there is no low superior (o the
Inws of labor unions.

Hora are the plumbers—the workmen—get-
fing six dollars a day. I don't hesilale to say
they can't earn il—nol a man of them. 10 [s an
imposition and an outrage on the home ownars

of the community, But it goes, because it Is
commilied in Lhe sacred cause of organized
labor.

Nol only thal, but the ecombine ean prevent
any man working for the Midgley company, no
maller what the pay, unless that company joins
the sald combine, And even afler coercing the
firm into the trust, the Lrost can lift the ban or
el it e LN the magnales controlling the Lrust
conclude they have made the punishment fit the
erime of even a lransient hesitalion.

H the plumbing combing can tie up one shop




