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Religion's Ebb and Flow
OT long ago o nan expressed the belief that
within the next twenty-five years an nmnz-
fng relglous revival would come in the United
Rtates that woulll make profound changes In the
life of this country: that it was bound to come
but If men would meet the changes as honorable
men, “holding to what was good and ellminating
the evil, they would not suffer. The man 18 a
brewer and the Iast sentece evidently refers
to the effects on buginess which such a revival
would hring nbout. MNow Dr. Elwood Worcester
has published a book on "Religlon and Life" and
In a revliew of 't we Nnd this parngraph!

“Two generations ago Abraliom Lineoln fore
told the downfall of human slavery or the down-
fall of this Republic on the ground that a house
s0 deeply divided against itgell could not stand,
Taday the same prediction may bhe made of mod
ern  soclety and the Chrigtian religion, They
cannotl continue to ceexist and to enjoy free ex-
pression, because In so many respects one s
the flagrant contradiction of the other”

The zeal of Dr, Worcester hag evidently
caused his steady judgment to waver a Iittle.
His comparison I8 far fetched. What Mr. Lin-
coln, or rather Mr. Seward, referrad to was o
moral question but It grew out of Industrinl and
finaneial eonditions in the south and even before
the mventlon of the cottun gin the alblest states-
men of the south, including Mr. Jefferson, pre-
idicted that It would some day shatter the Unlon
and precipitate all kinds of sorrows upon the
nation, because when men grow up under an In-
stitution and are the beneflcinries of it they
are prone to find remsons to justify it, and to
hold that men who do not approve are efther
jgnorant of the facts, or envious of the resulis.

But rellglon I8 p native instinet in the hearts
of most men and women. It 18 found In savage
tribes, In one or another form; when men began
to become enlightened, not Knowing the true God
they Invented gods, to pray to when in distress,
to thank when hlessings were vouchsafed.

About three sdpore yoars ago men ganerdlly
revolted from any belief in a materlal hell, but
they did not thersby reject religlon Rather
they read their new testament with incrensing
fnferest, for they found in it that the creed the
Maogter taught was merely to love God and their
nelghhor.

The great Influx of wenlth to the few, who
ware not strong enongh th resist 1ts Intoxieation,
with the news of thelr exploits wired to the
world every morning, has led many peaple to
belleve that religlon is losing ite hold upom the
But that does not follow., Sudden
alwnys been received that wany, but

wlhole nation,
wisnlth has
the ovidences are ol around ug that such swealth
Is not altogether bad,
churches, schools, hosplinls and missions so groat
8 now: ahout the only relleving pleture that has

Never were bequests to

ghown out from Mexico during tha past yoar has
bean the llght from the Red Cross flag: it was
the same in the Balkan woar: never were Easter
wnthems sung with more ferver uand in fuller

volume than they were last Bunday; never was
the siruggle to stamp out diseases nnd to make
the race happler so greal as at present; never
wore s many men and women striving to imi
tate the Master by golng about doing good as
right now,

We antieipate a great revival of religion soon
but the tyrannfes and blgotry of the past will be
ellminated, The ministers will begesch men to
forenke what 18 wrong In their lves; not to
egeape a hell hereafter, bul to put out the fires
of the hell in thelr own hearts

Ahout twice In a ecentury the waters In the
lakeés in the arld belt in the United States re-
oode, in some lakes disappear; but they return in
fuller volume a year or two later. Our nation
often wandera away from the right, but it re.
turng again, and hence we look for a great re-
vival In religion _with more love and charity
than were ever manifested before

Other causes are nt work to further thls ex-*
pected movement, When geology becomes an
established study, soma of its devolees could
not reconcile its revealments with the Seriptures.
In his despalr over the seeming contradictions
batween hiz selentific and his Bible studies,
Hugh Miller killed himself, The thought appar-
ently never came to him that, great as were his
acquirements, It was poesible that he had bheen
exploring only the outecrop—so to speak—of
gelence: that the deeper ehambers would reveal
n diferent formation than wae visible on the sur-
face—that, mavbe, the duya of Omnipotence werg
periods or ages to men.

We suspect—so limited I8 human vislon—that
hnd Gallleo required any Inrge sum to bulld his
telercope, that he might find new wonders off
in space: his friends would have ealled him an
impractienl dreamer to imogine that other worlds
floated in space beyond human vision.

When Franklin called down the llghtning, had
gome one whisperad te him that what he was
playing with in the clouds was really the mov-
ing spring of life on earth and in the heavens;
that 1t wouwld become man's obedlent ser-
vant, so soon as man attained to the wisdom of
how to eall it to him and eontrol it; even he,
philogoplhier that he was, wounld have Dbeen
startled

When the farmer who saw clover grow luxur-
fantly on his soll. thongh that seill would mnot
ralse wheat, and asked the chemist to nnalyze
the soil and discover what special property In it
caused the clover to grow, and when, baffled, the
chemist turned to the oalr and discovered that
the elover drew the nltrogen trom it whieh the
wheat could not, but that the nitrogen not only
caunsed the clover to grow. but at the same time
enriched the soll; that even the alr was loaded
with bfescings for man: then a pew idea of the
heneficence of God was realized, for all that had
been plnnned ages before the Arst man apposred
on this planet,

The invention of = ltttle prism made cleay
dropg  Talling
through sunbewms, and then the light itsell was

how the rainbow was but rain

divided into ruye and thele propertles investigat
od and new mercles to man were made cloar by
tho investigation, and when electriclty wag hetter
understood It was found that the light It gave out

was the very samo that mnde the subllme oo
ranas of the sun and far away fixed stars.

The teléephone revenled to man as much ns
did the telescope. It brought to men the voices
of other men on u smpll wire, They came clear
and distinet, no mattor whot storms may have
raged around them while they eame. The tele-
reope brought new worlds Into view: the other
made clear that possibly all around us are volees
and musie that we moay not hear, that possibhly the
morning stars are all attunad and make oelestinl
musle ae on golden axlea they roll on  thele
mighty rounds.

Then enme the wirsless, and man at last un-
derstood that the alr has Invisible currents, even
ng has the deep sea, and following this cume the
ingtant conviction that those currents must have
come [rom sgome gourcge, and a new realization
was born that & power omnipotent nnd divine
had planned the universe, and included In It were
o thonsand agencies all Intended for man's use
and benefit when at last he should stinin to the
full dominlon that had Been promised him,

Those who formerly »xpreased the bellef that
sclence would In its fu.  s8 make clear that the
religion which men cling to eame of myths and
superstitions, are already sesing that when sci-
ence shall be more and more explored, it will bhe
made elear that earth and alr and all their ele-
ments are minfgters of mercy to man: that such
was the design that grew Into form in the mind
of God before the foundations of the world we
live in were lajd. When this shall be fally realized,
the reverence for the Creator will be inoreased;
man, while humbled before the mojestle manifos-
tntlons, will at the same time take on the thought
that he must be more worthy and putting aside
kis viees and evil thoughts will seek to bhe more
worthy of the splendid inheritunce that is his;
more and more will he strive to put sside his
fgnoranee, more and more will be strain toward
the divine Hght and all that was ever sweet and
comflorting and high In religion will be his

After centuries of darkoness and suffering had
wriapped Europe round like a shroud, the Ren-
anlssanee enme with its soulpture, pninting, nrohi
teoture and divine muosle and the new world was
found,

As To Mexico
IT seeme the threatened war with Mexico wohs 4
flarcbnek. It really looked threatening three
duyvs ngo for Huerta has done severn]l things of
late which lopked as though he wanted inter
vention, i
Villa has won thres Important victories and
while he is yet a long way from Huerta's capf
til, doubtless that ehiel has considersd how vola-
tile nre the men around him and the danger of
thetr betrnving him to guln favor with the vie-
torlous handit It began to ook as though he
wanted n diverdlon W arouse dand copsolidate the
flighty public opinfon of his ecountrymen, or U
thut falled to surrender to the Americans rather
than to Villa, So it looked serlous for a litle
while and the moro 8o bheshuse
nedr flends of President Wilson have poluted
out to him that the New Jerzey electlon was n

doubtices, the

sleniffcant straw, that under his pet froe trads
Inw exports are falliog off, Imports nre Incrons
ng, prices are not falling, and despite the elamor

HWusiness I8 not fh good Torm enywhers in the




