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8till Fierce For War

N the surface there appears to be no dispo-
sition on the part of the great powers lo
oconaider any terms of peace, that does not in-
elude the practical extingulshing of the enemy.

On the part of Germany the determination
seema to be to contlnue the fighting outside her
own territory, but if st any point her llnes are
broken through and the allies obtain a position
on her soll, she is confident that it will bring
anpihilation to the invader, for her frontier is
bulkheaded Ly fortresees loaded with death and
lined by unknown numbers of ‘trained soldiers
Her original plan was frustrated by the unex-
pected and heroie oppogition of Belgium, but her
original purpose has not chunged. Austria-Hun.
gary has sufered fearfully and we suspect ghe
would ligten 1o pence proposals, but she is nlone
in that.

France .Js as belligerent as ever and her con-
fildence seems to strengthen dally. It s  the
snme way with Russia and the winter blasts have
nu terror for her soldiers,

We think that the significance of the
letter wired ten days ago, nnd signed by As-
quith, Roseberry and Balfour calling on the Na-
tional Patriotic assoclation to inerease ita ef-
forts, has not been fully considered on this side
One paragraph read: woenl-
ening; no patched up truce that would expose
our children to a revival of the German menace."”
That means that Grest Britain is determined to
crush Germany on land and to capuure or destroy
her fleat, and dietate the terms or pesce which
would Inelude the forlifdding of the creation of
another such army or the building of another
navy. That is the elimination of Germany as a
military menace or a commercial rival,

All of which wir to the dealh,

Surely not encouragmg outlook for
peace,

In the meantime bhoth Breat DBritain and Ger-
many are inecreasing their demands as to what
constitutes neutrallty and It beging to look as
though hoth would be glad to see our country in-
volved, not perhapg 80 much as n factor In the
wir, A8 to prévent our country from taking the
steps which, when the war finally exhausts it-
goll would make ours Lhe foremost of commereiay
natlons,

“There must be no

means a
A very

This {8 very different from what the premier,
the prime minister, the lords and rich manufae:
turers and merchants of England did in our great
Civil war

They bullt, armed and muanned ships to pre-
upon our commarce, The compound marine en
gine had Just been Invented; they fitted out block
ade runners to run the gauntlet of our bloeckade
and supplied the materinl to the South which it
has been estimuted prolopged our war p year and

& half, Except for Queen Vietorin they would
huve given the South thelr armed intervention.
As It I8, it will require all the genius of our gov-
ernment officinls to keep our country from being
involved.

Congress

ONGRESS will meet on Monday next, It

should be & most important seskion. The war
across the sea will be in the thoughts of every
member; how ' jg affecting our country; what
should be v the management of our own
nffalrs In r to seize the great opportunity
presented; how to bhandle our own affuirs In a
wiy to secure safety from embrollment with any
of the contending nations.

Next will come conslderation of our own na-
tionnl affairs and whether any new legislation
will be required to cure some of the evils under
which the whole nation Is suffering, as, for in-
stance, the vast army of enforced Idlers who
want work,

We suspect, too, that it will be pointed out
how flly we would be preépared In case an un-
expected greal war were to burst upon our coun-
try. Of course we shall know the president’s
views g0 soon as congress is organized and,
judging by the past, we muy expect, that if the
president has any pet ldeas, they will be crystal-
ized into laws before the fourth of March.

We do not expect that he will have any new
idens on the currency question, nor thut he will
oare to have any chapges made In the tarli
How he will deal with the matter of
merchant marine s belng anticipated with
a great deal of Interest, especially In view of
the presemt opportunity and In conslderation of
the fact that, up to date, all that he has
advanced an thut question, has so far proved to
be nothing but glittering generalities,

schedules,
aur

ever

All the people hope that at least regular sad
enduring communicatlons our country
nnd South American ports may be inaugurated.

There cannot be much enlightenment on Mex-
joun affaire expected, At least the past polley
of the President does not warrant any anticlpa-
tion of any change In the future,

The sending of our fleet to Vera Cruz was
but n spectacular affair, Its withdrawal Incks syven
that distinetion.

bt ween

The people wi'l expect the president to dis
cuss neutrality and fts limitations in the fortn
coming message, for just at thiz time that is n
most important question: Inksmuch as most serk
ous consequences might follow u wrong under-
standing of it, or n confilet as to what would con-
stitute a wrong under it, Great Britaih, France
and Germany are, s the stress of the war Is felt,
becoming very sensitive on the subject and all
the record ls belng kept by Japan, for, possibly,
future use. The war is widening In its scope
daily, as the joining of Turkey with Gearmany
with consequences which no mortal oan antiel
pate. and conditions that no power can provide
ngninst

We hope that the present congress
stow appropriate honors upon Colonel Goethals,

will be-

both honors and & pecunlary grant correspond-
ingg with the work he hns done., If “pesce hath
lier - victorles no less renouned than those of
war" Colonel Goethanls Is entitled to the reward
due Hhis magnificent work.

The forthecoming message of the chisf magls
trate ia being looked forward to with exceeding in
terest Lhis year.

Some Plain National Duties

HE war has wlready emphasized our need of

closer relations with at least two of the
great -South Amerfean states—Hrazll and Argen-
tina,

When the present war closes the victors will
come forth flushed with vietory, perfectly pre-
pared for war and eager to dominate the world's
trade to make up for the tremendous losses they
will have suffered. Thoge two South Amerlean
states offer the best fleld that will he left except
our own country,

If the tarift law remaing as Mr. Wilson and
his congress have written it foreigners will know
that it means the transfer of quita $400,000,000 per
anvum from our country to lheirs, and thelr ex-
clamation will not be unlike what it was when
the Wilson tariff was pending twenty vears ago:
“If we can have five years of good picking of
the United States It will place us where we want
to be.” Bince then our people have Incrensed
thirty per cent, our commerce has doubled un-
der the lgte tarlffls. But the vacant land In Bra-
zll and Argentine will be a mighty temptation to
them, They will have hosts of desperately poor
people and not much for them to do in thelr own
country, and they will be In perfect position to
pttack the Monreoe doctrine

Hence while we are at pence it would be folly
not to keep these possibilities in mind and put
pur own house In aorder Our South American
trade sghould be guadrupled and with It a closer
walk with those people sbould be an  object
steadlly pursued. The temptation of the wvictor
fn the Buropean war to gearch for new felds
will be just In accordance with the want of pre-
paration of the natlong it would like to atlack.

It 16 a clear gase that our country I8 not at
#ll prepared for a great war, 0Of course we
ghould eventunlly beat back as many invaders as
might come, but the cost would be fearfully aug-
mented in money and qulte 1,000,000 of our bost
and braovest people would be uselessly sacrificed
by not being ready for the onset, It is full time
to have one vear of every boy's education in a
military camp.

Our army nnd navy officers should be on the
nlert as never before,

Can any more destructive instruments of war
than those now In use be Invented, and what
are our present facllities for supplying a vast
army with srms?

The present European war Is more an artil
lery what than was ever dreawed of before. How
are our coast defenseg caparisoned in armor and
guns? any supplies Inland to draw
upon I an emergency?

For vears we had been expeoting a war with

Huve we




