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Who Was to Blame?

HE fighting powers beyond the sen are atill

digputing as to which one wus to blame for
starting the great war. They had better stop
that. They were all to blame, at lesst all Lot
Turkey and Belglum,

Biemarck worked three years to bring on
something which would cause Napoleon IIT to
declare war against Prussia, while all that time
Von Moltke was maklog n perfect fighting ma-
chine of the Prussian armles and it was all that
both he and Bismarck could do, to prevent the
old Bmperor William f{rom going on the war-path
against France. The Great Napoleon had sub-
jected Prussin’s Leautiful Queen Lonise—old Em-
perior Willlam's mother—to many humiliations
and the old emperor when a hoy of eleven had
promised hig mother that if he lived he would
make Frapce pay the principal and Intereat of
that debt in French lives and property and hu
miliation,

As he grew old he became more and more lm-
patient to fulfill his promige, There ¢ame to his
ald perhaps the most solentific of modern soldiers
and one of the most subtile of modern atatesman.

When [n preparation, the war was made on
Schlesweg-Holslein to test the efficncy of Von
Moltke's preparutions; then the war upon Austria
to So cripple that powetr that she could not go
to the assistance of France, and then heing all
rendy, nothing more was lacking except to pro-
voke France into declaring war upon Prussia.
This was finally accomplighed, and the ery In
France wag "On to Berlin.'" The blinded French
papers advertised that the French army would he
on Prussian territory on the way to Berlin within
thirty days. When Von Moltke read that he
with & grim smile remarked: “They will have
to do better than that or they will never reach
Prussian territory.”

The world knows what followed. The declara-
tion of war united the German stetes, Just such
a rueh was made on France ag was started last
summer and checked in Belgium. Frande was
beaten at Worth and Gravelotte and crushed at
Sedan; her capitol captured and in settlement
she was forced to give up Alsace and Lorraine
und a thonsand millions of dollars,

France at once began to reorganize and put
in order her army and her defenses, and more
than onece ghe was on the polnt of again declaring
wir upen Germany,

Austria-Hungary wanted the smaller states in
southeastern Europe and actunlly abs.shed one
of them, Russin has never relinguished Ler de-
termination to obtaln an open outlet through the
Hellespont and as much territory in that reglon
a8 ghe desired.

Germany hag heen busy in training the mosat

perfect army evor seen and during the past few
vears ling crowded the bullding of a navy, know-
ing all the time that when it became formidable
enough she would have to fight Great Britain to
determine to whom the supermacy of the sea
helonged. That s they all have been straining
every nerve to get ready for an inevitable war,
Why then split bairs about who was to blame for
the firlng of the signal gun which precipitated
what had been so long expected, and which all
were preparing for? When the war burst upon
them lust August they might all have appropri-
ately sald:

“And all our yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty deaths."

It 18 with nations as with men—It requires
very little to start & fight when all are expecting
it and eager for it

The war is a reminder of “Dooley's”" story of
the leaning of.the corpse on the bar of an Irigh-
man's saloon, then ordering three drinks and
then the two live ones golng out and the saloon
keeper knocking the dead man down because he
did not pay for the drinks. Then the two lUve
ones returned and told the saloon me1 he had
killed their friend, He came round from behind
hig bar and when he saw that the man was really
dead, he oried out, “Tt was In gell defense, he
drew a knife on me."

And then who knows?
ungeen

Who knows why by
hande the stage wam set for the awful
tragedy and who s calling the tremendous acts?

An Old Storm Center
PECIAL interest attuches to the news of
the allled fleets Dbombarding their way
through the Hellespont because that has been a
storm center for the nations for twenty-four cen-
turies that we know of, while it s quite possible
that it was the same way for ag many more cen-
turies before the myths became legends and the
legends crystalized into history. When all north
ern and western Europe was peopled only by
spvage tribes, around the Hellespont eivilization
had advanced so far that nations had been ere-
ated, art and arehitecture had wellnigh reached
perfection and the sclence of organizing and
handling great armles had been mastered.

The Hellespont first assumed form in history
when the army of Xerxes crossed that strait
in the sttempt to subdue Greece and when after
Salamls the remnant of thit army returning was
hurrying to hide itgelf from Greeclan valor and
vengeance In the depths of Asla, That wae 480

vanrg bhefore the coming of the Messiah, What
storm4 of war have swent over it since! Pearsia,
Bgyvpt, Greece and Turkey, and a dozen lessor

nations whose identity is now well nigh lost took
part in those wars! Constantine captored the
great efty there, that Byzantiom that had fought
back the fleet of Phillip of Macedon, that eity
which chiefs and kings had for oenturies
dreamed of making the world's capital: then the
Turks took It and swept westward:; not evan the
erusaders could ston *hefr march; for a thousand

vaars they wers a | w, unti]l the half-barberous

tribes of the waest and north subdued themselves
and in turn learned the art of war. Now thoy
are there with engines of destruction more ter.
rible than were ever dreamed of in the anclent
duys; they dlscount Jove's thunders that
g0 dreaded of old.

About the only lesson that can bhe learned
from it all ls that there I8 no power in mere

civilization to quell the wild bheast instinct in
men and nations,

were

Wretched Mexico

NCE more the ald of Braszil, Argentine and

Chlle should be invoked to help out things
in Mexivo,

The theory of Mr. Secrelary Bryan iz that
no man l8 good enougs to rile over his fellow
mitn; that it s better to let the people of a re-
bhelllous state fight out their own differences
than to intervene. We presume the president en-
tertalns the same view, but children of the very
best stock have to be desciplined, and when
children grow up, if they are still ehlldren in
thought and action, the diseipline {s still neces-
Bary.

That principle was recognized when the
United States went down and redeemed Cubn,

The need s quite as great in Mexlco, but
while the war feross the sea continues, we would
prefer to see the Spanish gtates of the south
work with Mexico. There 18 danger {n permit-
ting matters to drift any longer in that reglon.

If either Great Britain or Germany, both of
which have Immense Interests in Mexico, should
decide to make a diversion in that direction, It
might precipitate n vast nmount of trouble upon
us,

Japan would welcome such a movement on
the part of elther country, as an ally of Great
Britain she would at once he ready to help, for
she has long looked with covatous eyes upon
that west coast of Mexleo, hoth for the lands and
the superb harbors there,

The man who was czar of Russin when Na-
poléon was emperior of France sald: "While Na-
poleéon lives, he is my wakefulness.”

Mexico is becoming “my wakelulness”
great host of people In tha United States.

to »

American Shipping

T is sald that the president {8 muech disap-
pointed over the fallure to pass the shipping
bill. He may be as a politician, he should not he
ns a statesmun, for, consclously or unconsclously,
the impelling motive behind it was that of poli-
ties, not statesmanship,
principle,

The bill was wrang In
deceptive In its promises and alto-
gether inadequate [f the purpose was reslly to
hegin the restoration of the country's merchant
marin2, Bo'l the president and the chiefs of his
party have established the fact that they do not’
wish the restoration of our shipplng execapt on
terms which are simply impossible

Could the bill have passed, a fow forelgn ships
lhave besen bought and kept running untll after
next year's campalgn, It would have bheen a good




