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Will the L.esson Be Heeded?

HE world Is shocked at the sinking of a groat

ship ecarrying more than 2,000 men, women
and lttle children, by a hostile force, not glv-
ing the people even a chance to take to the bonts,
When the commander of the great ship was finally
réscued and nsked for a statement, he replled
“It 18 the fortune of war." That covered the who'e
case, War Is savagery. That kind ol savagery
which holds it legitimnte to destroy an enemy by
any means obtainable though the law of nations
for centuries has communded that passengers on
mnarmed ships must be removed before the ships
are sunk.

The savagery of sinking the Lusitania s no
greater than the sweeping of Belgium by fire and
aword, laying greap cities filled with men, women
and lttle children, in waste; leaving 10,000,000 of
all classes of people so destitute that they have
only been able to live, for months past, through
the charity that the outside world has hestowed.

When such forces are awakened there is but
one of two things to do, Either submit and beg
for mercy or mest foroe by foreo until by the aw-
ful attrition one slde is grov..d Into submission,

Maybe this last appalling catastrophe was
needed to properly arouse the AnglosSaxon race,
Great Britain has suffered far less than France
or Russia in the present war. While the Hritish
government lhas been stralning every nerve to
meet and turn back the storm, a great many
thousands of her people have falled to compre-
hend the mighty menace which the war pre
gents to England, Her labor unions have tried
to cripple the authoritles In thelr efforts to do
thelr part. Maybe the catastrophe will cause
those men to egee that there Is a4 danger that
ihrentens them and requires them to do what
the men of the northern states of this Republic
dia when the news reached them that something
had transplred that called for no 'ess than the
direct sacrifice of thelr fortunes, thelr honor and
their lives

Maybe the cataclysm wnr needed to awaken
our president and congress to the fact that they
have all been criminally careless In not providing
the needed transportition to oarry our commerce
and our people on the sea, and in dolng compir:
atively nothing to prepare our penple [or possible
war.

The war bhag been raging In Europe now for
nine months, ample time in which to lhave buiit
half a dozen beauatiful flests,

The president wanted to purchase some in
terned alips In our harbors, bul Great Britaln
served a notice of proteat agninst their purchase,
and again the president and his friends In con-
Ereds reluged to agroe to run those ships for two
years, it they were purchased, but rather laid
tolls upon such American coast shippihg as de

glred to puss through the Panama canal, becnuse
that would be an Indirect subsidy, It was indeed
a notice that there was no desire to restora an
American merchant marine,

The result has been that no ship has either
bean bought or built, and our cltizens are obliged
to go in foreign ships §f they go abroad,

We liave never had n war that at the beginning
kas not been marked by Lremendous sacrifices
of splendid lives, because thera have not been
men capable of tralning our troops In the simplest
rudiments of military maneuvers, on In making
sanitary camps, while the cost of the first six
monthe of war had been greater than twenty
vears of tralning would have heen.

Japan knows thls and because of it, Is start
ing on her conquest of China because she is sure
we will take no chiance of having our wWest const
ravigshed by Interfering, and we stand disgraced
before the world.

The Original Blame

11 barbarity of turning those assussing of the

sen, the submarines, upon a passanger ship
londed with more than two thousand non-combut-
ants of whom perhaps one-third were women annd
little childrén, need not be discussed. The horror
of it will make a stain on that page of the world's
bistory which will be a “damned spot" that never
will “out.”

But the primary crime of jt does not lie
agininst the direet murderers, hut against the goy-
ernment of the United States

It has been as clear ns the sunlight for half
4 century that American merchant steamers onn
not run pgainst the cheaper wages and the sub-
sidies pald by foreign governments to their ships,
without movernment help.

It has been clear, too, that all the {ime our
country through its trade hag beepn making < ¢
forelgn ship owners and Indirectly paying the o -
sidies thev have recelved.

The shame and loss sulfered by our country
through the banishing of its flag from the ocean,
und through depending upon forelgners to carry
gur commerce has been likewlse just as apparent.
Myt Lthe sflly jabber that “we will not pay sub-
sidies to already rich shipping firms” has been
enough to keep our country running on three
wheela: as merchants we have hired other mer-
chants' delivery wagons to deliver our goods, un-
til our flag Is no longer known to bhalf the Inhab-
itants of the world,

S sensitive 18 the British government on this
gubject that it loaned the Cunard compuany 86,
000,000 to build the Lusitania and has pald the
ship $200,000 per annum subsidy annually ever
since it began ts voyages,

When the war broke out in Hurope last Au-
pust, It was clear what would follow o ocean
commerce, It wis Just as clear that our country
would be hopelegsly erippled In 1ts trade for want
of ships. Ilad the government moved at once
and ordered the bullding of a dozen greal steam-
erg, they wonld huve been compléted now; they
would have been safe on any sea and Awmericans
would not be obHged to emburk on forelgn ships

to go abroad. Put  congress wrangled and
wrangled over the guestion and finally without
dolng anything, adjourned, No, we ure mistaken;
it did remaln in session long enough to pass an
Immense river and harbor bill, thongh every mem.
ber knew in sdvance that goite half the aum ap-
propriated In that bl would be directly stolén
or wasted,

Now tho#e same meémbers will read the bar-
barlem of the assassination of the great Lusi-
tanin, and denounce the fearful tragedy: though
If they had hall common sense they would renlize
that they themselves were primoarily to blame for
the heartbreaking pitlable story,

It Is just ns wicked, too, to neglect preparing
the Amerioan people to meet a sudden war on
land.

An alert and powerful enemy could land great
armies on both our coasts and infliot incaloulable
losses before any check could be interposed and
in the meantime tens of thousands of untralned
Americans would give up their lives to pay for
the imbecllity of the men who make and execute
our laws, It is cowardly and base¢ to negleot
needed precautions agalnst danger, and then to
git down and ery or swear when the calamity
COMmen,

Time To Keep Cool

HIE great Hamburg company’s (German) steam-

er, Kronpring (2 Interned In an American
harbor. Suppose ghe had salled, carrying large
quantities of armg and ammunition for Germany,
and many Americans, though warned of the dan-
ger had taken passage vpon her. Suppose an
Englleh submarine had elted her in the stralts of
Dover, what would it have done?

Suppose the submurine had sunk the steamer
would we be talking nbout war with Great Britain
on that account,

We are not In the least secking to condone
{he erime of sinking merchant ships and thelr
passengers without 8o much as giving passengers
n chance to take to the boats, but are merely
trying to manke e¢lear what war Is in lands gov-
erned by the old imperinl methods of kings and
chiefls,

Gormnny has dictated new rules for the gov-
ernment of neutrals in time of war, Great Britain
has demnuded from ug what she scolled at doing
when the 1ife of our nation bung upon a thread
in our great Civil wir

As Viscount Bryece says “Internntionnl law
has been within the last ten months mote com-
pletaly disregnrded, cnst down and trompled under
foot than I think it ever was within the Inst
four or flve hundred yours"

It I8 horrifyving to think of American women
end children dying becnuse of the fury of some
wir minion. Still American women In Mexlco
have been subjected to a fur worse fate than
drowning, but the knowledge of thait has not
moved our government to action

Our belle! 1s that the American poople are
more humane than any other, Think of pedce-
nhile men and women belng mobbed and rohbed

im Avstrualin, in Canndsn and in London, ftself,
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