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GOODWIN'S WEEKLY.

FRANK WORDS ON ELBERT
HUBBARD

Although it is true that long prior to his tragic
death in the witers of the Atluntic, off the Irish
const, Elbert Hubbard bhad ceased to be regarded
as a lterary man, hig commercialism having
superseded hls earller aspirations, he must be
given credit for arousing In the breasts of thou-
gands of the groundlings a desire to Imbibe oul-
ture, says Samuel Clover of the Graphle, and
continues: Unlortunately, having gained the ¢ar
bf n wide market he proceeded to exploit it for
his own benefit and in lime, of courge, wore oul
Iiis originnl welcome, His poses, hils Byronic col.
Inrg, his black Windsor tles—which he retulled
to yearning seekers after lght-—and his “lmited"”
editions, bespoke the charlatan to the discrimingt-
Ing. From the lectare platform he torned to the
vaudeville cireuit, where, perhaps, he felt geeure,
and when that fleld of intellectual activity pulled
he colned many dollars by composing advertis-
Ing copy for large corporations, He was nothing
if not versatile and ever with an eye to the main
chance he allowed no good prospect o go by
unexplored. The Aurora trademark, in process
of time, became one of questionable value in con-
SOUenCe,

There wias a period, say twenty years ago,
when Hubbard and his Philistine were cordinily
recelved in many homes where vivaclous litera-
ture, expressed in original form, found an admir-
ing audience, But in his efforts o be unconven-
tionnl Hubbard gradually removed all restraint
and deteriorated into plain  vulgarity  which
coused him Lo lose the good will of hundreds of
fine-thinking Americans of both sexes. His at-
tempt to revert Lo the pre-restorian period of
English liternture was nol countenanced by the
gelf-respecting and the Philistine lost vogue with
that clnse of readers that was its main support
in its adolescent days. As it matured it became
gross and in the last decade was banished en-
tirely from the lbrary tables of the discerning.
His “"Message to Garcla,” contemporary with the
Spanigsh-American War, symbolized the spirit of
daring endeavor, so thoroughly American in s
exposition and the brochure received, as it de
gerved, wide dissemination. For that bit of writ-
ing Elbert Hubbard may be forgiven many of his
shortcomings and becnuse of it the ganucheries ol
hils trade will eventually be forgotten anid only
thie best of him survive.

There was In the sclssors-and-paste genius of
East Aurorn & queer mixture of brilliancy and
bragzenry, of capacity and chariatanry, Yet he
wihe a misslonary in his way and for the crafi-
manship digplayed In the books turned out by
his printing shop he is entitled to great credit.
It created a desire for genuine art in the making
of books and to that extent Elbert Hubbard was
a4 propagandist, a ploneer In right lines. I he
had been wholly sincere, he might have wrought

greater than Willinm Morris, because of his
greater opportunity to reach the masscs.  Alas,
that he had the bar sinister on  his lterary

escutcheon, He loved not art for art’s sake, but
converted it to sordid uses. He had many at-
tractive qualities as a4 man, but was a bundle of
little trickeries. Like his "limited" editions (hat
wore only lmited to one state, so his fulsome
messages to literary acquaintances were  bud
duplicates of similar plandita expressed to hun-
drads. We recall recelving from him an early
copy of Gareia, which was Inscribed “to one who
has carried miny message to Garela,” and L was
prized until
mimeograplivd In the books of n score of other
“earriers.” It Is not plensant iu write so frankly
of one whe has pald the great price, but the les-
son his career tenches should not bao
world
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Smart Shop

Hamilton’s

For the June Bride or the
Graduate, or the Maid or
Matron who desires to be
well dressed, and who insists
on quality at a price within
reason; the Smart Shop is the
place for her to find exactly
what she requires in fashion-
able summer suits, smart
blouses and summer hats.
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