“ON TRIAL"

The worth of a new iden successlully exploited
through the medivm of an analytical mind, o rare
knowledge of the technic of the stage and dra-
matio instinet such as comes to few, I8 exempli-
fled in “On Trinl” the play by young Elmer L.
Rizensteln belng seen at the Salt Lake theatre
thiz week. It is founded on n simple murder
trind and in written backwards, 8o to spesk, be-
gloning with the actual murder and going back
in alternate scenes to a time in the youth of the
wile of the nccused man, Teading Inversely up to
the motive of the erime, Involving saother in the
startling denouement, and from beginning to end
holding the audience breathiless with Interest and
suppressed excltement,

Just as with other simple inventions which
ellelt the mental quesiion, *Why did no one think
of thnt before,” the method of unfolding the story
causes one to wonder why in all these years in
which stagecraft has come to perfection, no one
ever thought of doing what Mr, Rizenstein has
done. It takes a certain ability to carry out an
fden In any phase of life, but the ided is the thing
as effectively demonstrated by what has baen
accomnlished with "On Trial.”

Soon after the rajsing of the curtain, the wife
of the murdered man Is called to the stand, and
as she beglng her lestimony, the stage is dork-
ened and then by a sudden and remarkable
change of scene, her story is acted in the flesh,
and after the murder is committed, the scene is
changed ss quickly again. As the curtain de-
cends, the court s shown just as it wns when
the testimony began. In like manner in the next
act, when the little daughter of the defendant be-
ging her story, the scene in his home I8 shown
wherein he draws part of the story of the rélu-
tions of his unfortunate wife with the murdered
man from her; and still further along when his
wile testifles, the scene is laid thirteen years
previcusly, showing wlere she has been tricked
by the murdered man when a mere slip of a girl.
The novelty of the man Deing murdered in the
beginning and thén belng shown
upon previous occasions in his carcer, Is a new
order of thinge in stageland to say the lepst, It
Is all very gripping and all very real,

True to their tenets, Cohan and Harris are
presenting the play with a company which In
every detall elosely approaches perfection. With
all of the opportunities presented for the mum-
mers to overdraw the characters they represent
or to rant in the old fushioned way in places eall-
ing for deep emotional work, nol one oversteps
the bounds and the result ls a performance artis-
tic to the last degree.

successivaly

Mhe care with which theéese people have been
chosen s fmmedialely apparent when the court
room is shown at the beginning of the play., The
Jury Is typical of any jury made up of citizens in
every day life, for Instend of depending wupon
twelve men whom they might pick up in any
town, these have been chosen with & deseriminat
Ing eye for contrast and the resuolt but adds to
the reallsm of the sltuation.

Perhaps the most striking personality smong
the strong men in the cast, s Lee Baker as the
fdefendant who now and then makes a powerful
appeal to the court to protect his wife and little
ong and nt other times must remain silent, sup-
pressing his amotions while the state's attornes
pillories him when addressing the jury., Douglas
Wood (the murdered man) fulfills nil of the re
quirgments exacted of him as the contemptible
cad portrayad and Charles Riegel n district
attorney and Hal Mordaunt as the dendant's
counsel are strikingly effective

GOODWIN'S WEBKLY,

Of the ladies In the company, Paulina Lord as
the wife of the defendant, readlly proves that she
possesses exceptional abllity, the role requiring
o display and a suppression of the emotions so
quick in their rapid transitions that few could
do it justice, Maxine Hodges as the defendant's
child gave a remarkable exhibition showing com-
plete understanding of the part and an abllity to
play It convinecingly,

It 18 searcely necessary to mention everyone
in the cast, suffice to say that it Is a pleasure
to find a company so svenly balanced.

“On Trial” grows on one, at least that is the
expressed opinfon of 20 many that we belleve it
Is general, and If you saw it early in the week,
Isn't It true that It appeals to you now more
than it did immediately after the performance?
But there s this about it: once Is enough to see

it, though it shovldn't be missed.
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PANTAGES

“How old did you say you were little girl?”

“I'm just eighteen.”

“Ah dearie, that lingerie couldn’'t get that
dirty in elghteen years.”

Reminiscent of thut Iittle yarn of a lovely
lady Is "The Haberdashery" heading the bill ot
Pantages this week, a sketech which serves to
show the cleverness of Harrington Reynolds and
& lot of other things displayed by a cluster of
gals apparently careless and indifferent to the
powers of observation of the Johnnles in front,

With The First Nighters

There is plenty of fun in the act, but it is sand-
wiched with coarseness and vulgarity and the
display of bum undérwear ls enough 1o soare a
fellow to death. Preceding the procession of
knleckers and combinations, Princess “Nana”
pulls the first real hoochle koochle made in Am-
erjca since the Besley dinner, and it ls some
hooch. Evidently the royal household from which
Nana halls, does not neglect Lo see that its chil-
dren are highly accomplished, and Nana i3 wig-
gling her way to glory along lines that put other
dancers in the shade and make o monkey of n
snnke. Nann is dresged in clinging black and
spangles and all that stuff, but in spite of the covy.
ering, Noana herself is very much in evidence.

The Rondas trio open the bill with the usual
bicycle act and are followed by Dow and Dow
who pull a burleeque on the sallor boys. It Is
apparent that thelr country ls not at war, but
one wishes that they were at the front. Harry
Van Fosgen |s responsible for some fun In black
face, the hit of which is his impromptu speech
making and the Rev., Frank W. Gorham, hilled
as “The Singing Parson" has a fairly good volce
but would be better If he ducked the ¢loth pro-
viding he 14 entitled to wear It. But then he is
handicapped a lttle, A singing parson on a bill
with the Princess “Nana" and Pantages pantle

parade hasn't muech of a chance.
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ORPHEUM

Charlie Howard and his inimitable Jag accom-

.

Nina Paypne
with Joe
Niemeyer,
coming to.
the Orpheum
tomorrow for
a week's
stay
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