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I 1 . anniversary of 'His, birth is honored by the rlng- -

l I ing of Joy-bell- s, by all the majesty which comes
i 1 of chanting choirs, pealing organs, burning in- -

r j cense, and the solemn splendor of the mass.
, t The chants and the prayers repeat the story of a

s Savior that, in His divinity, took upon Himself
men's burdens; how from the manger he emerged
and walked through a life of sorrow steadily up
to a death full of ignominy and agony, that there-
after men might accept their burdens meekly be-

cause of the hope through Him of a life which
should have no burdens, but should be radiant
with everlasting light, and resonant with music
more rare than ever thrilled upon moital ears.
On the other hand, those who, through the mys-

teries of science have groped until they are cer-

tain they have probed mortality to the bottom,
and look down with affected scorn or pity upon
those who nurse a Christian faith; even those
turn to the code which He of Nazareth drafted;
and thinking that it is the work of one unlet-
tered in the world's law, that it was framed in a
rule and violent age, when the law of might was
the law of right on earth stand hushed and filled
with awe in its presence. For that code counsels
peace and kindness; it commands good for evil;
it holds out a brother's hand to the poor; It
stoops down and touches with forgiveness the
wicked; it lifts up women, who ever before had
been debased, to the side and on the same plane
with man, and exalts man by the act; it bids
man, if he would be happy in this world, and if

t
he would have support and strength at last, when

J the light of this earth grows dim, he must be
just, must be merciful, must have churity and
good will. It counsels respect for law; warns men
that there is a better love than the love of gold;
bids men look upon their fellow-me- n aB brothers,

' an1 a11 tue time impresses the lesson that this
walk on earth is but a preparation for mortal
eyes to gain strength to look upon glories await--

ing them too full of splendor for eyes which were
never washed and strengthened by tears to bear.
Among men, they who follow those teachings"
are most beloved; among nations, they who obey
those counsels best are the most powerful and
most revered. No wonder then that the anniver-
sary of the birth of such a Master causes a thrill
throughout the universe, that to the lips of the
learned and unlearned alike there spring wel-
comes and all hails. Let it bo so. To make
hearts glad is both a human and divine impulse,
and to bring smiles to the faces of childhood or
of the poor, is man's highest privilege. It is good

j to greet friends; it Is good to waive any causeless
coldness that has seized upon the heart: it Is a
renewal of affection to make even trifling gifts
with heartiness; it is a welcome thing to prepare
and enjoy as savory a feast as one's means will
permit; and to cause a feast to come mysteriously
to the tables of the poor is a little blessing to
the recipients, an interest-bearin- g blessing to the
giver. So Christmas Is good every way, and is
the most humanizing day of the year.

The Proposal For Peace
TT would be a Godsend to humanity the world

j over if peace were at once restored to earth
r-"-j and goodwill among the nations.
f 1 1 - Then might we celebrate the approaching holiday
T If season with true thankfulness and in the true

fjl Christmas spirit. But it is not to be.
' F' The belligerant nations will shun the peace

v councils so long as they continue to believe that
they themselves hold the advantage in relative
strength and strategical position. Negotiations

t ft for permanent peace at this Juncture would simp- -

! l ly embrace a consideration of the identical is- -

Jr sues that provoked the conflict. The situation
,too acute to expect a satisfactory settlement by
'such a method. The opposing peoples are still

r in hot blood, they are armed to the teeth, the
irf fate of their impending battles still hang In the

r

balance, and it will take some decisive fighting
before either one side or the other is willing to
entertain peace proposals in good faith.

We have no disposition to depreciate the mo-

tives which impelled Germany and her allies to
make overtures for a peaceful settlement of the
conflict. The assurance that they are ready to
enter into negotiations with their adversaries to
the end that further bloodshed may be avoided
and a lasting peace established must for the time
being bo taken at its full face value. They are
no doubt sincere in their desire to effect a recon-
ciliation, but the point is what price will they
be' willing to pay for this consummation? They
are not definite in this respect, and therein lies

""

the difficulty.

It may be that tho Central powers deem this
the opportune moment to sue for peace. Not that
they hove reached the end of their resources or
that ultimate defeat stares them In the face, but
for the reason that they consider themselves in
splendid position to dictate favorable terms. Ger-
many and her comrades at arms are still

Their mighty armies still camp on the
enemy's soil. They continue to hold their con-

quered possessions. Their own countries are se-

cure against invasion. They have recently opened
a pathway to new granaries. They are meeting
with marked success in the eastern theatre of the
war. The entente is more steadfast than ever,
and Greece is now straining at the leash of the
Allies and may decide to cast her fortunes with
the Central powers at any minute. Moreover,
the enemy for the time being seems to have lost
momentum.

Then this thought suggests itself. Germany
may be merely playing for the moral support of
the neutral nations. She must have sensed for
some time past the importance of
herself in the decent opinions of mankind, and
this may be her disclaimer of further responsibil-
ity for the carnage to follow. But her designs
may go still deeper. The plea for peace, regard-
less of the real motive, will make a strong appeal
to a portion of her own people the anti-militar-y

faction of the empire and should serve to reunite
all elements of the population into a solid fighting
phalanx. Note the confidence of the imperial
chancellor in this statement of his position:

"If our enemies decline if they want to take
upon themselves and the world the heavy burden
of all those terrors which thereafter will follow,
then to the last and smallest home every German
heart again will burn in sacred wrath against
the enemies who do not want to stop the human
slaughter only for their plans of annihilation and
conquest."

In the meantime, the enemies of Germany con-

tinue to cry for her blood. Russia dismissed her
prime minister, Stumer, because he entertained
a proposal for a separate peace with the Central
powers. France is clamoring for action along the
battle front. She has reorganized her cabinet
and is now considering the advisability of sub-

stituting Petain for Joffre on the grounds that
the former general is more aggressive and will
drive tho army in vigorous fashion. And England
is boiling over with the desire to grapple Ger-
many's throat in the death struggle. Shv, has over-

turned the conservative Asquith government, and
placed George-Lloy- d in supreme control of her
armies and resources all for the express purpose
of fighting the war to a finish on the field. Tho
lion wants a showdown and simply sneers at Ine
peace overtures.

Germany, too, is proceeding with her opera-
tions just as though she expected her plea for
peace to be non-suite- The emperor has d

his soldiers that he has "made an offer of
peace to tho enemy. Whether it will be accepted
is still uncertain." "Until that moment arrives
you will fight on," is his order.

Peace is only a dream today a consummation

devoutly to be wished, but the parties necessary
to its contract are still far apart as far as the
poles of the earth.

Funston Stands By His Guns
TVAAJOR GENERAL FUNSTON is a first-clas-s

fighting man. Ever since his daring exploits
in the Philippines he has been known in military
circles throughout the world as "Fighting Fred
Funston of the United States Army." But not-
withstanding his fighting qualities, he is every bit
as good a citizen as he is a soldier. His moral
courage equals his physical courage, and he faces
the fire of public opinion and the adverse criti-
cism of civilians with the same composure as he
would face an armed enemy in the field. He is
extremely jealous of the soldier's rights and be-

lieves firmly in upholding the honor and dignity
of the army. And still, the general is not of a
quarrelsome disposition. He avoids trouble if
possible, but when he does become involved in a
controversy the rule is that the other fellow
starts it and he finishes it.

Hence it was not strange that he should have
taken strong exception to the attitude of tho Bap-

tist brethren who, upon his refusal to peimit them
to hold revivals in the military camps along the
border, undertook to arouse undue prejudice
against him by deliberately mis-statin- g the facts
concerned and misrepresenting his motives. In
the published reply to his critics, General Fun-
ston does not mince words. He goes straight to
the point and leaves the complaining preachers
without a leg to stand upon. Moreover, in defin-
ing the policy of the army on religious matters,
he lays down a rule of action that should make
a strong appeal to sensible men and women.

The general is strongly of the opinion that the
man who wears the uniform is not necessarily
"lost," or worse than other men, and that there
are those at home who need revivals more than
the soldiers do. We fully agree with him. Then
he assures his critics that the chief objection
to holding revivals in the camps is that it forces
protracted religious services upon men who have '

no desire for such attention but who, because of
the peculiar organization of camp life, would have
no escape from It. In the following well-chose- n

words he rises to the heights of tolerance:
"There are many religious people who disap-

prove strongly of revivals, with their attendant
emotionalism. And, anyhow, be a man religious
or irreligious; be he Christian, Hebrew or Mo-

hammedan, no other person has a right to xub his
belief or his worship in his face that is, to bring
It to the place where he has the right to be and
where he cannot escape it without abandoning
that place."

This states the issue in a nutshell and at the
same time outlines a rule of religious tolerance
that certain civilians would do well to observe.
Moreover, he informs those critics who happen to
be alarmed over the spiritual welfare of the boI-die- rs

under his command that: ,
"Every regiment has its chaplln, and these

practically represent every Christian denomina-
tion many of them being Baptists. They hold
service regularly in the camps, but at the proper
time and along the usual lines, just as services
are ordinarily held in the churches." j

The general naturally resents the imputation
that he has set himself up as an expert in theo-
logical doctrine and undertaken to dictate what
shall and shall not be preached to the men in the
camps, but notwithstanding his modest disclaim-
er we are forced to the opinion that he Is a
fairly close student of tho subject. How else could
he have possibly composed such a suitable defini-
tion of a religious revival as this: "a series of
meetings continuing indefinitely, with loud ex-

hortation and singing and much emotionalism. He
has undoubtedly had experience in this direction
for he advises his critics that "a typical old-fas-


