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EMULATING THE OSTRICH

The extreme stupidity of Editor
Bruce Wilcox of the Bridgeport
News-Blad- e has ceased to be amus-
ing. Mr. Wilcox, a week or so ago,

' suffered himself to become overheat-
ed by a few pleasant gibes in The
Herald anent-th- e change of front on

the part of certain Bridegport road
booster, and undertook to defend
them without first ascertaining the
facts. This action was patriotic, of
course, but plain stupdity, neverthe-
less. The Bridgeport editor published
4 rather bitter denial, in which he
declared The Herald guilty of numer-
ous misstatements. He was patiently
corrected, and shown the error of his
way. ' Worsted at argument, he has
resorted to cheap personalities, and
has evidenced even more ignorance j

and stupidity than when he discussed j

roads. .

Mr. Wilcox is now emulating the'
far-fam-ed ostrich. That bird, so the
naturalists tell us, has a rather fool-

ish habit of sticking its head into the
sand. The ostrich fondly believes, it
seems, that when in this posture, in-

asmuch as it can see no man, no man
can see it. Mr. Wilcox, having de-

liberately blinded his eyes to facts
that are quite apparent to others, is
trying to convince himself that be-

cause, he can't get the various phases
of the road matter straight in his
head, no one else can. Therefore, it
Is necessary that we patiently repeat,
using words of few syllables, if po-
ssiblefor this precaution is necessary
with the very young and with the very
stupid the facte in regard to which
Mr. Wilcox has shown his ignorance,
in the nope that, in time, they may
penetrate.

The Bridgeport editor, figuratively,
jure trust, has his head hidden in the
sand, just like the ostrich. He doesn't
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see what others around him observe.
He doesn't know, apparently, that Mr.
Mark Spanogle of his own city, and
representing tho road boosters of
Bridgeport, took upon himself the se-

curing of waivers on a right-of-wa- y

up the Burlington tracks to Alliance.
He doesn't know that Mr. Spanogle
came to. Alliance and one night, ac-

companied by the "wily Mr. Rhein,"
drove out to see one Box Butte county
commissioner, calling him out of bed
to get his signature to a
already signed by Commissioner Dun-

can, that Box Butte county would meet
Morrill county at the intersection of
the track and county line. There are
a whole lot of other things Mr. Wilcox
doesn't know, but he should be in pos-

session of these facts before he makes
too great a monkey of himself.

Mr. Wilcox probably realizes by
now, after reading last Friday's Her-

ald, that the editor of The Herald and
his "cohorts," whom he intimates are
"an inconsiderable in re-

ality represent not the road boost-

ers of the county, but the county
commissioners. If Mr. Wilcox hasn't
yet got thifl through his head, he is
invited to examine the first page of
this newspaper and see for himself
the action taken by the commissioners
of Box Butte county, following a meet-
ing with the Alliance road

If he doesn't get it then bat
there are limits, even to stupidity.

Mr. Wilcox will never convince the
Alliance road boosters, the Bridgeport
road boosters, the wily Mr. Rhein or
the distinguished Mr. Guthrie nay, it
is doubtful that he will "even for one
mad moment convince himself that
there was any attempt to
the North Star meeting for the G-P-

route. This is tho purest of tom-myro- t.

But that description applies
to most of the Bridgeport editor's opin-

ions on road matters or other things.
This attempted "stampede" originated
in the mind of Mr. Wilcox, who, hav-

ing run out of long ago,
is manufacturing them. Equally myth-
ical are the frightful "trouncings" this
editor is supposed to have received.

The Bridgeport editor is reminded
that when a man follows the example
of the well known ostrich, there are
two distinct disadvantages. One is
that the man with his head in the Band
is unable to see what's happening. "We

have repeatedly proved this is true
in the case of Mr. Wilcox. The other
disadvantage is that he brings into
prominency the least attractive por-

tion of his anatomy. Human nature
is weak, temptation is strong, and no

man, seeing an erring brother in such
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an attitude, would withhold the kick
that should bring him to his senses.

The Herald trusts that both Alli-
ance and Bridgeport road boosters will
understand that these remarks are di-

rected to Mr. Wilcox personally, and
that this newspaper would regret ex-

ceedingly if any feeling should be en-

gendered which might tend to prevent
the commissioners of the two coun-

ties from getUng together" with the
state cngineevand arriving at a sen-
sible solution of the problem. If Mr.
Wilcox can swallow his chagrin, this
can be done. And maybe, who knows,
his home county doesn't take him any
more seriously than we do. here in
Alliance.

The Bridgeport editor hints that the
Herald is receiving compensation for
championing the Broadwater road.
It is just barely possible that his mind
is away back in the past, recalling the
halcyon days when some officeholders
who were sufficiently stupid, paid trib-
ute to a certain prominent railroad
official. Again, he may be manufac-
turing the argument.

This is the holiday season, and a
time when every man prefers to be
at peace with his fellows. The Herald
did not seek this unpleasantness with
the Bridgeport editor. We have never
sought this kind of an encounter, but
there have been some instances in the
past, where a scrap was started and
we had whatever honor there was in
finishing it. We do not, however, have
any doubts as to the outcome of this
particular affair, even conceding our
opponent the assistance of a "cub"
who has been fired from half the of-

fices in western Nebraska and who is
discredited in the others. We hope
the few jolts we have given our broth-
er at Bridgeport will be sufficient to
clear his mind of any doubtful prob-

lems, but if he desires more, all that
is necessary is for him to assume the
posture of the ostrich, with both ears
to the ground and the target well ele-

vated, and human nature, despite our
struggles to overcome temptation, will
probably urge us to "shake a leg."
The thought is somewhat repugnant,
but when the paths of duty and op-

portunity coincide, why should anyone
hold back?

WE'RE ALL PROUD.

One of the interesting bite pf news
that comes to us by way of the Sun-
day magazine sections concerns the
Indians. Since the discovery jof Am-
erica, Indians have figured largely in
books and plays, and since the advent
of the cinema have been depicted on
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The3p

the silver screen. The Indians aren't
the only ones wno have received this
honor, for Chinamen, policemen, cow-
boys and a few plain Americans have
received the same distinction. ,

The interesting thing about the In-

dians and their connection with the
screen is that the noble red men dis-
like to have members of their race
portrayed as the villain in the cast.
Fenimore Cooper has spoiled them.
They want all .Indians in films
to be shown' as heroes and heroines.
And the Cherokees of Oklahoma, who
have become wealthy through their
oil lands, recently held a meeting, rais-
ed a fund and appointed a committee
to see to it that from now on, some-
thing more than justice is done them
in the movies.

This pride seems amusing, when we
are talking of Indians, but there is
pride of race and class in the best and
the worst of us. The American Le-

gion, at its last convention, appoint-
ed a committee to see to it that news-
papers, when reporting the arrest of
lawbreakers, stop emphasizing the
fact if the culprit happens to be an

All of us are jealous of our
reputations, and while few of us go
as far as the Indians and seek to
have our particular class or organiza-
tion shown only in the light of heroes
or heroines, we much prefer that if
there is anything harsh that must be
said, it be directed in some other
quarter.

PROHIBITION PROGRESS.

The last month has shown very def-
inite progress in the enforcement of
the prohibition law. The word has gone
out that even in Omaha, the land of
lax enforcement, New Year's eve is to
be bone dry this year. In other years
this same announcement has been
made, but it has not been taken ser-
iously." This year the only parties that
will be staged will be in the privacy of
the home, and these parties, it ap-
pears, are not nearly so hilarious as
when an inebriated gentleman has the
opportunity to make a tank of him-
self in public The prohibition en-

forcement officers are not mnkinjj any
boast in fact, they tried to keep their
plans secret but there is a sort of
finality in their attitude that should do
much to discourage those who violate
this law for the fun of it. The state-
ment is made that those who are ar-
rested will stay in jail until January
3, without bail, and this isn't much in- -

ducement to be reckless.
There are all sorts of theories about

the proper way to diminish crimes of

...
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one sort and another. There is one
school of reformers which tries to
take the preverseness out of people by
kindness. There is another class which
believes that the only surcqssful
scheme is t6 perform a delicate opera-
tion on the brain and remova tho pres-
sure that causes men to think along
the wrong track. The sjvto n that has
worked out in Box fiu'tte county has
been to sock heavy fines un-- pcnuHies
on l&w violators, and to check crime

i rather thr.n work on tha criminal after
ho has been apprehcndel This may
not remove his criminal instinct.?,, but
if it prevents him from violating laws,
it matters very whether the
criminal instinct is removed or allow-

ed to stay on the Job.
Federal Judge Munger, in direct

contrast to his distinguished colleague,
Judge Woodrough, has seen the poiTit.

Judge Munger believes in swatting the
prohibition law violators. Thirteen
offenders were sentenced by him in one
day recently, and the punishments
ranged from thirty days in jail to
$400 fines and six months in tho bas-til- e.

The judge incidentally makes a
few remarks on the subject that are
worthy of being framed and hung in
every court room in Nebraska. He is
quoted as saying to these offenders:

I must sa yto those of you who
were tried by Juries that your de-
fenses were very artificial, and not
very well made something iik-- j the
stuff you made. The jurios did not
seem much impressed with them. You
may read a lot of jokes about prohibi-
tion in the pnper3 and at the movies,
but congress didn't mean the lav for a
Joke, and congress put it up to the
courts to enforce the law. The terms
of the act are severe, and if I gave too
light sentences 1 should be encourag-
ing law breaking; Maybe 1 will make
some mistakes in imposing sentences.
That's a chance you take when you get
into court. Some good men get In
trouble because they don't take thi3
thing seriously enough, and they are
headed for the penitentiary just as
surely as though they were hardened
criminals.

POOR FATHER.

The London Times digs up a bunch
of "humor evasive", in answers to
questionnaires, as, for instance: A
person whose father had been hanged
by the neck until useless answered the
question:

"Is your father dead? If so, how
did he die?"

"My father was taking the principal
part in a public function, when the
platform gave way." Richmond Dispat-

ch-Times.

THE GUDE SAMARITAN.

Old Scot: Dinna cry, ma wee lad-
die! If ye dinna find yer penny afore
dark, here's a match; Wayside Tales.
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Duck Hunter Had, Help.
OMAHA Publication of a picture?

of 11. Hale, South Twenty-seven- th

street, in last Sunday's edi-
tion of an newspaper, the
notation bajrged fiftv-fiv- e

ducks in forty-fiv- e minutes, near Liscor .

Neb., has investigated by George
Koster, for
Nebraska. It was disclosed three
other hunters helped to
brin? the birds, according to the
investigation. They were Will Dolson
of Omaha, Dolron of Lisco '

Dolson of Broadwater.
"We're after the violators strong,'"

it was stated, it was proved
men made up the hunting party
brought down many 4

in forty-fiv- e minutes.
Mr. Hale, is fifty-seve- n, t

too old to be bagging. many
ducks in a week."
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TONIGHT
N Wm. DeMille's
"MIDSUMMER

MADNESS"

CAST INCLUDES

LOIS WILSON
LILA LEE

JACK f IOLT
NAGEL

COMEDY
"SEA SHORE SHAPES"

Adm. 9 and 36cand T.

WED, DEC. 21.

Double Feature
PAULINE STARK

"SALVATION
NELL"

V

AND

ART ACORD
In 5th Chapter

"WINNERS OF
THE WEST"

Adm. 9 and 27c, and T.
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