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CHAPTER I1l.—Continued.

'‘No, Mg Fulton, nothing more than

I bhave already announced ™ Silenor

hnd fallen at his appearance, abrupt

rud ulmoat broathless,

Carme g o

i Bllence that
guddenly that it left mouths
open wud helf uttesrcd waords lingering
upon Hps, bt alrendy the apail was
rapidly  «didplpnting  and  a dozen
longucs trembling In thelr eageroness
Then the storm of questions broke,
From evoery sido and all at onee came
excliomations, greotings and swift In.
guiries as the guests came prensing
eaperly forward upon him, but Dorls
tmperiounly waving them back silenced
them until she had formally presented
him to those preseht whom he hud not
heretafore mel.  ‘That over, however,
the voonl outburst eame agoin in gues-
tlous thick and fast, gome serlous and
filled with thought, wsome f{rivolous,
sonte nonsensleanl, yet oach tinged with
the peculinr Intonation of highly strung
nerves, for despite their doubts rest-
lessposs wus strong upon them. For
. moment he tried to answer them
gerinlly

“And Is thera really no hops for us,
professor—no hope at all of ascaping
your sky drigon?"

“Ye#s, madnm, Alwnys where there
Is life there shonld ba hope.”

T understand that you have stated
that this strange wanderar fa ahout
the diameter of this state, and uppenrs
to be u body completa in itself rather
Ihan a giant fragment torn from some
inass. Now how do you explain—"

“I beg your pardon, sir. | make no
uttempt to explain.”

“You gald It was apparently coming
from ou: of the center of space. |
had always thiought that we were in
the exact conter of space.”

“And so we are, madam,
Is everywhorna else.”

“And you have no consolation what-
ever to offor us?”

“Yes, If one must die I think It
praferable to perish In n collision of
worlds rather than by a microbe.”

“And you are certain it will annihi-
fate us—destroy us this very evenlng."

“I ean only hope that my fears are
wrong and that you will perish by the
microbe after wll.” He ralsed his hand
uppenlingly.

“Ldies and gentlemen, ploase grant
me mercy. At present 1 have nothing
to sany that you have not already
heard. And If you will only be pa-
tlent a few hours! For if | am correct
nund we are standing upon the verge
of eternity, what matters an attempted
oxplanation at this time? And ir 1
nm wrong and we escape, Lomorrow
will certalnly have its tale to unfold”
He stepped backward a pace, bowlng,
nnd Judge Fulton taking him by the
nrm turned upon his guesis.

“If you will pardon the professor
and myself for a fow moments while
I show him nbout the pluce. It is his
first visit here, you know.” Desplte

So, also,

‘presence, knowing that it worrled his

grisve, For while Dorls was beyond
all quéstion worried and anxious there
wis no fear ln her voice, look or man

ner

hits murvelons forscast?' sha emiled |
as they paused, March loved her, she |
knew It and sometimes ook o wom-

n's advantage of o lover's devotion
You
thist you wers so excessively
gent, you know. 1 shall not be satis |
fled until you have eettled Yhe whole
matter one wuay or the other' Ile
shook his hesd helplessly

“I can say what 1 think,
Is  this I have greal
for Prolessor Desmond’'s abllity and
Judgment, yot all mankind full of
arror gnd falde repsoning. Therefore,
In common with everybody else 1 can
anly hope that he 18 mistaken, By the
wiay, Dorls, have [ teld you yet tonight
thet I am still o love with you? |
roally do not remember.” She shook |
her head Impatiently,

"Cortninly you have—twice-—oach
time we happened to be alone for
moment. And I think It s perfectly
absurd of you to make love to,me
when my head 8 go full of serious
things that | don't hear a word you
suy about love.”

"Hut you ot leust heard that much.”
“It must have been entirely subcon-
sclougly and mechanieal., You are nl
ways making love to me at such ridie-
ulous times and places—for instance
when my throst was sore and 1 could
not tell you to stop, and once even in
churech under your breath when | was
trylng to listen to n most (nteresting
sermon.”

"Call church a ridleulous place?™
"Of course not—except a8 a place to
make love o'

“Yet It I8 the place of all pluces for
the love knot to be tled In. ‘Then
why not an Ideal place for the weay-
ing of the skein?"

“You sghould have sald, ‘the spinnlng
of the yarn,'"

He pleked up the handkerchlef
which she hud dropped, Inbaled a
breath of (ts faint fragrance and thrust
it into his own bosom. "Another
keepsake,” he grinned. "“That {s the
way | have to get all of them from
you—steal them. However, I will ad-
mit that ‘skeln’ was not a good word
in that case, for it tmplics a material
englly broken and therefore not suit-
able for permanently binding people

have slways pretended to me
: intelll- |

which

o ped

together, I should hive sald it was an
Idenl place for the forging of the
chaln—""

" have no faith whatever In
forgers.” Bhe turned upon him trl-
umphantly, Indicating with her head.
“Anyway, here comes Clay Tolllver
and now you will be compelled to be-
have whother or no.” Alan glanced
aside. To his genuine dissatisfaction
he saw the only rival who at all wor-
ried him approaching them.

Cluy raised the shapely Augers to
his lips as he always made it o point
o do when he greeted her in March’s

opponent in this affale of hearts and
mking much satisfaction from the in.
stinetive knowledge that the act of
gallantry made tho other sguirm in
wardly. And squirm Inwardly March
certainly did, not so much at the act
itgell a8 from the fuct that Dorls
seemed rather to approve of it, while
should he attempt a simllar homage
he would appear but aw an imlintor
and thercfore ridiculous to himself as
wall ag her. "Good evening, Miss
Dovls,” the neweomor sald in his low,
gmooth voles, s durk eyves soft when
they gazed at ber, hard as britliants
when they fashed over March, Y1
have boen hoplog ol day toat L might
lind you looking just us you do this
uvenlug He turned Tupon her com
panion, hia rather thin but eleanly cul

Alan Glanced Aside,

thelr protests thut Desmond belonged
to them the elder palr wandered away
togelher among the trees, leaving the
others in little clusters to resume
thelr speculations or once more tuke
up their lghter talk and restless wan
darings

For the second time that evening
Alan found himself temporarily nlon
with his hostess. She was dressed in
pure white— March's tuvorite color up
on her—a guaint heirloom of uneer
tafn history wpon her bosom Her
eyes were full of serlousness, her falr
skin even a trife fulver than usual as
be thought, and her mouth swoetly

| of his eyos which
. thought Lo be the most peculiar he had

fhee expressionloss save for the glint

Alan  had olten
ever seen.  “"And | hope you, loa, nr
| well, sir Muoareh nodded casually as
for n Heeting second thelr bhands nnd |
lun met.  Clay went on |
“I huve to beg your pardon, Mise
Daris, for coming here tonight n‘.ill:-l
vited, but as you know 1 huve been
out of town for 0 week nud just came
back an hour ago. When 1 got off
he train 1 lenrned for the first time
that It bhad been stated by
Desmond that a terrible disastor s
threatening us, and | immedigtely
wme here-—pot that any mortal ‘-...-.h.l
gXxpect to be of any partlculnr phveical
ieElatance o ouse puch an ne
ible eventl should take place, b
er Lo the hope that | might bie
ellght service to you in
Wiy Am 1 o Le
don for intruding ¥

I'rofeesor

el
11 rath

ol Bome

grantod your par
That Doria wns
pouinely woved by the speaker's sy
serity nud thoughttulness Muarch.
watehing her, could not dowht
that March would bave paid high for
“Not only are you pardonegd, but
you are rowarded by oy
thanks—if that be uny reward.” she
oxelaimed lmpulsively She dropped
& lght hand upon the sleeve of ench
man, smiling from one 1o the other Im
partianlly, “it is dificult to believe that

sinovre

And what do you say about It all— | Clay: "By the

She fNashed bim u look of gratitude |
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of Circumstance,

“Barbara of the Snows”
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any harm could come to one who had
two buch knights at her service, It

| makes u wommnn feel almost safe, even

nt #an hour like this,” 8She addressed
way, have you met
Profeggor Desmond ™ He told her that
e had not,

 “Then you must do g0 at once—
that Is If Mr., March will pardon s

for n few moments while 1 am intro- |

ducing you., Father hns captured him
und hus him over yonder. Bosldes, i
vant you to tell me something about
vour trip."” So off they woent with lare-
well nods to Alan, walking confident
fnlly side by side, Doris slender but
round, seoeming to searcely touch the
with her white clad feet, Tol
liver of good helght and though of
glender bulld ehowing more than one

prags

trace of strength and suppleness in
hig eroect form. Left alone, jealous
and disgruntled March thrust his

hands to the hottoms of his pockels
and jolned the frst stray group he
chanced across,

Immediately he was struck by the
subtle ehange which had comeé over
them in the last quarter of an hour of
his companionship alone with Doris
Thelr volees had grown subdued, anx-
loug, struined, with now and then an
unnatural lugh that arose unexpect-
edly #n8 some feminine nerve gave
away beneath the suspense. Also he
noticed that almost constantly their
oyes furtively swept the darkness
above. To March it ssemed a8 though
the atmosphere of the night was
charged with a mysterious oppressive-
nuss, The stillness was that of a cave
(Mlouds had fNune themselves ncroas
the sky in a thick curtaln and the
darkness above wans #o0 dense as lo
seem a solld., AngloSaxon of blood,
temperament and training, he could
walk without s gulver a slx-inch steel
girder that spanned a canyon hun-
dreds of foel deep and where a loss
of nerve or a glddiness meant a plunge
to certaln death, but now for the first
time In his life he was consclous of a
strange nervousness and suppressed
excltement. The palms of his hands
tingled, and once he even caught him
self laughing idlotically at a comment
which he had not even caught the
meaning of. Strange sensations ran
up and down his back- an Irritating
pricking as from a light electric cur
rent applied to his splne, and when he
chanced to turn and gee Dorls faintly
otutlined beneath the trees and in elose
convarse with Tolliver his whole being
became sst on edge At once and his
hands tightengd spasmodically. He
drew himself together.

“Fool!" he muttered in self anger.
He always had been rather proud of
his self possesslon during times when
that fine quality was at a premivm.
“Are you, too, golng to lose your nerve,
and even before the first symptoms of
dunger ut that? You are becoming as

g Narry lrving Greenes

felt it also, for In thelr ayea was a
wildness such se he had never be
fore soen in human belngs, a fear that
(no gsavae e horde bearing down upon
Il! m with naked weapons could have
Inepired. Rather It was the grisly ter-
ror of those who have wandered far
Into the evil haunts of the nightmare;
the sweating horror of humanity who
we themselves to be at the mercy
of the supernatural, Then the earth
shudder ceased and they stood staring
nt ench other with faces that were
dazod and blanched Alan suddenly
relized that he wons supporting the
dend welght of a fainted womin and
| lowered her gently to the grues

"The Nrst slight convulsion,” sald a
quiet volce, and all eyes turned upon
tho speaker. It was Professor Des
mond, and though his face was pale
ns well as theirs he was hy far the
wost composed one of those present-

She Was Blown Bodily Into His Arms.

not necessarily by virtue of superior
cournge although he was a brave man.

“And what will come next?" asked a
hollow voiee. The sclentist shrugged
his shoulders.

“No person upon earth can tell, But
you had best ba prepared for more
conviulsions, perhaps terrifie earth-
quakes that may topple over the very
mountains, perbaps violent electrica!l
disturbances, likely enough windes of
unheard of velocity—no man can do
more than guess, for no man in the
world's history ever went through a
thing like this. Also It Is possible
that the approaching body may strike

hysterieal as Mrs, Emmonds yonder.”

us almost without further physical

| sk y 4 : 4 F
A sound from the one whose name he | warning, and that we will have but a

had just mentioned sent him rmlrk!:-"

towards her—a middle nged lady who |
was crogsing the lawn with peals of
senseless laughter, her highly strung

nervous system breaking beneath tln=|

guspense of an lmpending cataclysm
#0 vast that the very mountaing them-
gelves would be but mole hills benesth
it. He took her firmly by the arm

“Mrs, Emmonds!™ he exclai
lightly. “Tell me about it also. It
seems Lo be too good a Joke to Keep to
one's solf.,” She turned a rather vacu
ous face up ut him and lanughed agaln
more shrilly than before

“I am lsughing to think how silly lW
wis to be frightened an hour ago over | disturbed save for the

such a ridiculous bogy thing as every.
body has been chattering about all the
evening As If this earth for which
the sun and moon and stars were made
could be destroyed by one of those 1t
tle winking things, Look at them!™

She threw her hand upward and Alan | brated tike tha

followed the movement with his eves
A rmageed rift had been torn in the
elouds and through the gap he could
peis the myriads of the Milky Way, In-
finitesimal in glze, fiuint in thelr light
ns far distant glow worms. Onee more
hor gensels

“And as if the Lord who ereated this
great world out of darkuess and thep
bulilt the rest of creation
might be able to see by uight as well
us by day would set two worlds bnt-
tering at euch other ke senacless
shoep! Aund besides does not thoe
| Bible say that the earth shall be de
stroved next time by Are? How silly
I was to be afrald of such nonsense
|1 am ns bad as & chYld who fears that
there 18 a goblin beneath his bed ™
Her convulsive peals of merrimont

gs laugh arose

gome other | had turned oll eyes In her dire .-!:uu"’.h nched nnd faces twitching

and a dozen men weres now upon thelr
I way townrds her, Alap wus still tug
ging at her arm
“(Of course, Mrs,
true

Emmonds,
undonbredly so. | fully agree
with you that there can be po dan
ger—"" He stopped speaking abruptly,
the cold gooee flegh broaking out all
over him, lor bens uth his [irnl he
seemed to feel the carth shudder ke
an overdriven engine

quite

face townrds his companions beyond

| matter.

| surface.
| from its course, itself to become a lost
|||r(|jvt‘lilr whirling through space and

]

|l epme a throbbing s of a

that we |

few seconds of actual atmospheric or
ground disfurbances before we are
buried bencath a mountain of organle

“And what will happen to the earth
itself 7"

“Again none can tell, The Impact
may crush its crust and release vast
floods of molten matter. Or the orust
mey rvemain intact and the smaller

ned .
| and less dense body—if gueh be the

case—he smushed to powder upon our
It even may knock the world

4 menace to other worlds,. Or our
planet may continue upou its way un
Inevitable de.

| struction which must be cuused for a
| great distunce around the region got-

ually smitten, It 18 all but & matter
of guees work, Al

Heneath thelr feet thera ran oneo
more tha tremor of the earth as it vl
deck of & raeing
gtenmship. To thelr ears, at first al
mosl Indigtinguishable but ever |n-
creasging in volume untll It sounded
| Hke the drone of a grent hive of bees.
powaerful
| steam pump. From several blocks dis
| tant where lay the reglon from which
| Desmond had fled came faint yells of
| terror and In o nearby stable 8 horsge
soreamed  horribly Alan  dropping
upon his Knees beside the prostrate
woman saw rome of his companions
throw themeclves upon thelr faces
with thelr arms wrapped about thelr
| honde, while others quietly sank to n
kneeling position with hands elasped
and faces lifted. A number of Lthe men
| remalned ercel, but these stood star
ing upwurd in & dozed manner or
wulkoed uncertainly asbout with hapds

(ITES
| mond alone of all of them stood Hke a
stutue, his nrms folded upon his
breast, his fuce ralsed,  ‘his  whole
poige ealm and dignified. A score of
vards away Dorls stood upright beslds
|l']:|_i‘ with her hand tightly clutching
hig sleeve. ©Of all the women she was
| by far the most composed, nelther ery
ing mnloud vor weeping silently, while
Tolliver was s rigld ns  the (tree

Or was it his ' geainst which he leaned and half en
own nerves after allY  He turced his

cireled with his arm to steady himselfl
And then from overhead there burst

One glanes told him that they had | ypon thelr ears a roar low and hoarse

as the volee of a distant but raging
#ea, a roar that steadily arose to the
mighty voles of a Nlagara or the roar
of a battlefleld wherein all human
volees were drowned as the cataraet
or battlefleld drowns the squeak of
mice. The earth rocked gs a cradle,
and Alan rising with difliculty to his
feat and starting towards Dorls with
a wild tmpulse of protection was near
Iy blown away bodily by a gust of
wind that swept by vpleelessly In Lhe
deafening thunder from above
ering his balance he pushed his way
forward. Tolliver's arm was about her
now, the other hugging the tree, and
by the electric lights of the slrest
Alnn could see the strange light which
blazed in the other's eyes nnud in that
moment would have sworn that Clay
was lngane, Dorls, seeing Lim com
ing, wrested hergelf free from the one
who held her and was blown bodily in-
to his arms. Her lips were moving
ind he knew that ehe was trying Lo
make herself heard, but not the slight
vst sound could he cateh from her lips
Closely he clasped her, trying in his
turn to shout words of encouragement
into her ears.

Recoy

Another blast, splnning them about,
nearly blew them apart and they In
stinctively sank upon the ground side
by side, clutching oach other and
ganping for breath. In a wink the
olectrie lights went out and all be-
cime darkness, a cavernous darkness
filled with cyelonle windsg, earth quiv-

eripgs, throbbings and & roar so
mighty that It geemed to crowd ali
gpace. Then the wind ceased and

from above there sank upon them o
mighty welght, soft and ylelding as it
they had been burled beneuth a grea!
heap of feathere, a welght which nev-
ertheless seemed about to force the
blood from thelr nostrils, and beneath
it both mnn and woman felt their
sonses recl. Then as the darkness of
oblivion came settling upon thelr
brains the presspre gradually grew
less, vanished altosether and they
found themselves struggling for
breath In an absence of alr where na
moment before their lives wera being
crughed out by Its terrific compres-
slon. Gasping like fish upon a bank
they threw themselves upon their
faces as they fought vainly for breath
until with myriads of lights flashing
pefore their eyes consciousness left
them and they lay motionless.

CHAPTER 111

The Flying Man,

It was perhaps five minutes later
that Alan came into a certaln posses
sion of his senses, not fully as one
may do who awakens from a faint, but
rather with a gradual return to normal
understanding through which period
he had grotesgue dreams, saw vislons
and seemed to exist for long periods
in wnfamillar worlds. Then as full
consclousness became his again he sat
up., There was o strong wind blowing
once more, a gale in fact, but it was
now coming steadily instead of In gl
gantic gusts and the roar from above
had diminished to the long, dull rum
bie of dving thunder. All was yet in
darkness so dense that he could not
gee his hand before his face

For & moment he sat quietly as hls
brain tried to grasp the full signif-
cance of all that had happenod, his
name, his whereabouts, the cause of
the blacknees, the roar and the wind
Al, he had 1t now. The colllsion. &
hnd evidently taken place and he was
atill alive—Doris! His heart leaped to
his throat and he went fumbling over
the ground on hig hands and knees In
blind search for her, His touch fell
upon her still lving prostrate, and
plecing his arm under her he raised
her to a eltting position, feeling of her
face ng he did so. Thank all things
she waus allve and now even able to
move a bit He drew her gently to
him until her head rested aguinst hiy
shoulder where he held her with his
arm clagped about her walat, Ho
counld feel the deep and rapid pulsing
of her bosom and knew that she was
breathing spepsmodically  as  though
grently realizing for the
first thime that he, also, Was panting
na afler a severs race. He spoke to
her with an effort and after a few

exhuusted,

frultless trials sueceeded In making
himsell henrd Ha asked her f she
wis mueh hurt or In pnin and she
shook her head against his shoulder In
A negatlve

He became conserous that something
to whieh It seemed he had always
been accustomed Bad  guddenly ab-
genled ltself and for & moment pon
dered vaguely as to what It could be
Oh yoes, the roar! It was gone now

the earth wus steady beneath them
and the wind almost dead. What had
become of the others of the party?

He must see dt once. He found that
Doris was now able 1o sit upright with
out asglstunce, told her to remal
whore ghe wns until he returned, an 'I
got upon his feot. As ho did so le |
saw a lght Meker o short distanod
away and a moment later the flame of |
Japanese lantern revealed the sot
face of Desniond. Alan went hurrying

up to him.
For a moment the professor utared

Ilul 4]l concerned

at the one who had eome to him from
out of the darkness as though trying
to recall a femillar face for the mo-
ment forgotten, then he spoke in a
low, strange volee like one who talks
in hizs sleep, "Oh yes, I know you
now. You are my old friend March. 1
congratulate you upon your escape
("ome with me, There muet be other
lanterns scattered about and we will
need all the light and help we ¢can got
in order to search Yor tho missing ones
I have hopes of finding most of them
alive,” Rapldly they eearched the
rrounds, coming across the forms of
thelr fellow pucsts at every few steps.
SBome stll]l remnlned inert, gome were
sittin~ up In a dazed way, while othern
were already upon thelr feot dizecting
their way to the will-othe-wisp tantern
Heht which flitted about the lawn. In
the course of the mnext few minules
they had also found a dozen of the
lentarns which had not been torn to
pleces or blown from thelr fustenings
upon the trees, and these they Hghted
and digtributed to the ever increasing
goarching party, It had been a case
of suffocation into insensibility In a
partial vacuum which had fellowed
the departure of the great welght, a
condition which had only prevalied for
a very few minutes, and with the re
turn of the normal quantity of air the
victims had quickly recovered with
the exception of Mrs, Emmonds She
hiad been in a faint and breathing but
feebly when the crucial moment ar-
rived, and Doctor Raymond, who was
among them now, pronounced her
doid, Silently they bore her within
the house, found the telephone to be
unresponsive to thelr appeals, and
leaving two of the women beslde her
they returned to the lawn, They
wure still partizlly dazed and wholly
awe stricken and moved about half
automatically as though just recov-
ering from an anaesthetle.

The electric lights which for some
reagon had gone out in the early
stnges of the disturbances were now
burning as brightly as ever again, and
from all sides came the sounds of a
city temporarily stricken returning to
bewildered life, the shouts of men, tha
eries of women, the barking of dogs,
the cackle of fowl. Someone suggest-
ed that Inasmuch as there must bhave
been conelderdble loss of life in the
tumulinous winds when many of the
filmeier buildings must have gone
down, it was clearly their duty to try
and assist those less fortunate then
themselves, Professor Dermond an-
swerod him

“What you have =aild 18 undoubtedly
true, yet at the same time there may
be serious riots ns the result of a
happening like this. Gangs of vandals
are 4pt to form after great panics
while the peeplo are still dazed, and
taking advantage of conditions commit
all sorts of depredations—as for in-
gtunece in times of armed attacks upon
¢itles or after great fires or floods.
Therefore at such times it Is o man's

Rapidly They Searched the Grounds.

fret duty to look out for those nenrest
and dearest to him., We have guite n
number of women here, wives, daugh.
ters and In-l"lunul a sweotheart or two,
and most of us should remain with
them uwrtil we know that 1t 1s safe to
leave them alone, Let me count. |
tind that there are sixteen ladies and
fourteen gentlemen present, Of the
latter | should imagine that balf might
be spared for a scouting party while
the rest remuained here for the timae
belng a8 an emergency guard, As soon

| as the scouts report that it is safe for

the lndive to go upon the streets wa
can send for carriages, cara or ve
ileles of some sort and escort them
to their homes. Meanwhile | beg of
you to restraln your pataral anxiety
for u brief half hour for the bepsfit
We will now cast
the ballot to determine who shall g
forth and who shnll stay.*
(TO BE CONTINUKD.)
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