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THE SEMI-WEEKLY TRIBUNE, NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA.

How the youth of other times
celebrated the festivalof love
which antedates Chris-
tian era. Romans ob-
served event first,
seeking sweel-
hearts

yy

‘THE ROSE I8 RED, THE VIOLET BLUE,
SUGAR 1§ SBWEET, AND 80 ARE YoOU.
The oldest valentine verse in the world. It has
traveled to all quarters of the globe and been
transiated into every tongue, It ia believed to
have originated in the Greek In some much more
lovely form.

OME and St, Valeotine's day so
far back In the Christlan cen-
turien that the festival of love
had not yet annexed to tself
the name of a Christian saint!
So snys n wq‘lt--r fin the New
York Herald.

On this great day the Sacred
urn, prominently placed so that

-
> » 4 none might ignore It, was do-
Ing a rushing business, hub-
&vﬁ bling forth Ita fateful messages
i for the coming year. For the

first valentines were not sweet
or saucy documents, of lighter import, llke the
sugary rhymes of our grandmothers' time nor the
flowers and gloves of today. Instend, they were
real human belngs whom destiny palred for the
space of a twelvemonth.,

It was the duty of the Roman youth on the day
of the feast of Lupercalla, which, nccording to
anclent chroniclers, eoincides with our 8t. Valen-
tine’s day, to repalr to the Saecred urn In senrch
of n sweetheart. In the urn were the nomes of
the maidens of the nelghborhood, written on slips
of purchment, The Roman youth never thought
of shrinking from the ordenl. Any attempt on
his part to go around by the back streets on his way
to business or to spend the day on the golf links
Instead of doing his duty as a man and a citizen
would have marked him out ns # man with no
spocting blood In his velns, 8o, assuming an alr
of gay indifference, he took his place In the line,
ealled upon the gods for suecor and bholdly
plunged his hand Into the Baered urn.

Then, like the historic Horner, he pulled out, let
us hope, not a plum, but, In the modern language
of ndmiration, a peach. If ko, his face lghted de-
lightfully and he hurried out to buy an unusually
rich and varled assortment of sacrifices for the
altar of Venus, Cupld and the rest of the really
Importunt divinities. 1If, however, fate had gone
against him and he had deawn an undesirable
malden from the bowl, striking his clenched fst
flercely upon hiz brow, he strode In silence from
the pince of doom,

But he never thought of demanding a second
helping, No, the gods had willed It, and so It
was to be, He had acquired n sweetheart for a
year, nod be stuck by her untll next St. Valen-
tine's day gave him the opportunity to break the
engagemoent,

It wang In the year 400 that Pope Qelasius,
noting with pain the anclent method of ohserving
the feast of Lupercalla, which took place on
February 15, declded that something would have
to be done nbout it. As the youths of the time
seemed to be strangely addicted to the practice
of pulllug the names of young women out of the
Sacred urn, It was deelded that 1t would not do
to deprive them altogether of this play?! diver
ston, Instend, they could be led by cnsy stages
away from the heathenish portent of the game.
8o the leaders of the reform movement hit upon
the scheme of permitting the Racred urn to per
form on Ite usunl day, but the names of saints and
martyrs were substituted wpon the papers which
the youths pleked out of this recoptacle for those
of maidens in the community, Then, reansoned the
reform lenders, the youths could consider that the
snints whose names they drew out were thelr
matron sainta and conld pattern thelr lives hy
dhose of these worthy persons. Thigs would he
«quite an exclting as pleking out the nanme of one's
next season's girl,

And to make the transformution of this dny of
wagan rites lato & Ohrlstlan festival complete, it
wvas declded by the reform element that the dny
should henceforth be known ns 8t Valentine's
dny and that Jt should be set on Februnry 14 in
honor of the fact that In 270 A. D, the good bishop,
afterward 8t. Valentine, was beheaded by the
persecutors of the early Christians becanse he
had performed the remarksble miracle of making
his Juller's blind daughter see.

The Day of Lovers,

St. Valentine's day February 14 Indeed beenme,
but, nlas for human frailty, although e numme was
changed, the spirit of the day remained ns before,
Down to our own time It Is still the day of lovers
the world over. The names of the salnts which
came out of the Bacred urn Instead of those of the
pretty girls of old Rome were powerless to turn
the thoughts of young men away from love and
happiness townrd self-sacrifice and plety. ‘The
ancient usages persisted, and thus originated the
Incongruous situntfon whereby an ecclesinstic of
ascetic life and plups history has given his nsme
for all time to a festival devoted to the lmpas
sloned sentiment of lovers,

In later days, when valentines had come to be
dellente missives In which lovers expressed thelr
ardor In thelr own verses, the duke of Orleans
was one of the meny great personnges who thought
the Inditing of valentine verses unot too smnll a
goal for his poetienl ambitions. It was after
‘harles was taken prisoner ot the battle of Agin-
court, in 1415, that he did the greatest nmount of
his walentine poetising, He composed the fArst
written valentine which now exinta, As he wni o
prisoner of England for 25 years, he had plenty of
timos to polish up these dalnty episties, and he left
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about 00 of them, n strangely bright and lovely
memento of that dreary sojourn In the Tower of
London, The following Is typieal of his valentine
Verses :

Wiit thou be mine? Dear love, reply—
Sweetly consent, or else deny;

Whisper softly, none ahall knowe-—

Wit thou be mine, love; aye or not

Spite of fortune we may be

Happy by one word from thee;

Life flees swiftly, Ere it go

Wilt thou be mine, love; aye or no?

It was an anclent Idea cherished through many
generations that 8t. Valentine's day was the day of
mating for birds ax well as for men and women.
Heorrick refers to this charming fancy in this
lovely wvalentine verse:

Oft have 1 heard both youths and virgine say
Birds chose thelr mates and couples, too, this day,
But by thelr flight I never can divine

When I shall couple with my valentine.

Lovers less talented who found rhyming on
thelr own account exceedingly difficult were obliged
to resort to books which were regularly published
with n view to supplylng valentine verses and
replles appropriate to all statlons in life and all
trades. These verses, published In smnll volumes,
with highly colored frontispleces, were not usually
of the loftlest order,

Reply valentines were very much the fashion for
n time, ns were those in which there was a play of
words upon some particular ealling. A valentine
for a butcher and his sweetheart, included among
those supplled In a lttle book published In Lon-
don, was us follows:

Valentine From a Butcher.

Btrong ns an ox my love for thee,
Thou tender bit of veal;

"Though small thine eyes us pigs' they see
Too well my love to steal.

This hast thou done, and something more—
Deprived me of my sleep;

Oh, then, he kind, nor shut the door
Aguinst the hapless sheep!

To this the beauteous mald of the butcher's
fancy replled:

Good Mr, Butcher, I must own, although 1 am no
. glatton,

I'm rather partinl to the taste of beef, pork, veal
nnd mutton

Pse half & mind togrant your sult, but one thing
makes me falter;

1 fear, when tied, you'dl take me straight to Smith-
field in a halter.

In some instancea lovers nlso chose 8t. Valen-
tine's day as an occnsion on which to reprove thelr
sweothearts and cut them off from farther com-
munieation, an shown In the following verse:

Te & Lady, Fond of Public Places,
I have kept company, it's troe,
At least for three long months with you.
But thix last week I've found you om;
You're glven for a gadabout ;

wie iy n. .. -
R A S A S ———

And I've been told your pretty face

Is well known in each publie place.
And If we wed you'll soon adorn

My brow with antlers from Cape Horn,
Thus prudence makes me to decline
Your company, my Valentine.

To this the reply was tart, not to say shrewiss
Indeed, our own more polite nge would scarcely
eare to hear so crude a letter from a feminine
versifler, These valentine books, from which most
of the lovelorn swalns of the enrly elghteenth
century culled the lines that they wrote to thels
loves, were published In collections bearing such
titles as "Cupld's Directory,” “Carvalho's Polite
Valentine Writer" and “The Frollesome Valentine
Writer,” the last n collection contalning many
exnmples of early elghteenth-century humor of a
gort which almost reconciles one to the merry
profesgional jests of one's own era,

The Manufactured Valentine.

Tt was a girl who started the business of manu-
facturing valentines for sale in the United States
—n most enterprising girl named Hsther Howland,
who had just been graduated from Mount Holyoke
seminary and resided with her father In Worces
ter, Mass., In 1840 she recelved from England #
manufactured valentine, the first she had ever
seen. It interested her so much that she decliled
to see whether she could make some of these val
entines and find a sale for them, With lace paper
cut-ont pletures and printed verses she manuw
factured several samples and gave them to her
brother to take out on the rond te show custom:
ors when he went on his teip for thelr father's
statlonery husiness, To her amazement, her broth.
er returned with orders for $5.000 worth of wval
entines, Miss Howland, of eourse, was quite un
nble to earry out the orders herself, but she ealled
her young woman friemds to her assistance, nnd
they immediately started what Inter developed Inte
a very large and prosperous valentine manufactur
ing plant
$100.000 worth of valentines each geason,

The comie valentine, which was painfully ugly H| has gone higher In the diplomatic serv-
and coarse, and which flourlshed very broadly ai | lee more rapldly than any officlal other
one time, has now almost entirely passed away, at | than Secretary Lansing himself and
lenst in Its eruder forms. It used to be the great- | Ambassador
est happiness of the schoolboy's Nfe to purchase private
a very Inrge nssortment of these wretched comlies | Choate In London In 1003, he has

and leave them on the front doorstep of his school

tencher, male or female. Then when Le had feft n | various parts of the world to a posl-
few comies on the steps of the village constable
and pald his respects In similar fashion to the  gtate and the counselor of the state

Sunday sehool superintendent he felt that 8t Val
entine's eve had been well gpent. The joy of Bt

Valentine's day has diminished greatly since the
practice of throwing valentines on the doorstep,
ringlog the bell and running, gave place to the less
exclting method of mall dellvery. But in spite of

up-to-dnte interference with the valentine spirit, 8t

Valentine's day always will hold Its own, The

most famons valentine verse ever writlten la stil

being attached to homemnde valentines In paln- |
varions
happy districts where boys and girls have real fun

fully nent children's handwriting In

without spending much money for valentines o

anything else, Roses are a3 red us ever and vio-
lets nre still true blue in the Joyous land of boy
and girl love affalrs where relgos the good St, Val

entine,

| come premler of Russia, though in

In a few years they were sending out

THOMAS W. LAWSON

Thomas W. Lawson of Boston
who Jumped Into the limelight agaln
by hig charges of “lenks" from Wiash-
ington to Wall street, Is not ouwi o
grotesque figure In the eyes of the
finuncial community, which hus been
familiar with his methods ever since
he first became prominent, more than
a quarter of o century ago a8 a Joint
promoter with “Gasman” Addicks of
the great speculative bubble, the Bay
Htnte Gus company of Delaware, but
s n very paloful one to thousands of
investors, great and small, whose
losses In the last score of years have
run into the millions.

Lawson begun his speculative ca-
reoar over 40 years ago as a cleck In a
Providence bucket shop, It was sald
at the time that he was a natural-born
speculator, and his shrewdness of per-
ception, his ability to grasp specula-
tive opportunities and his agility and
daring us a4 market operator soon be-
gan to attract,attentlon In State street, Boston, which afterward became the
seene of his activities. While a very young man, Lawson had accumulated
g fortupe and hud achieved some local reputation as a financier,

As far as Wall street's recollections go, he first attracted attention on
the New York stock exchange as one of the most active promoters of Bay
State Gas of Delaware., This stock once reached a quotation of $§28 o share
on the New York stock exchange. At high prices a large amount of the
stock was unloaded by Lawson and his friends on the publie, among which
he had by that timeg bullt up a substantial following, largely through his
apectacular methods.

NEW RUSSIAN PREMIER

The appointment of Prince D, B.
Golitzine a8 Russian premier marks a
definite victory for the reactionaries In
the councils of the czar. While the
prince comes of a family with a his-
torical reputation for lberal leanings,
he himself belongs to a group of ox-
treme conservatives, He Is a firm be-
llever In the responsibility of ministers
to the czar alone, and his attitude to-
ward parllamentary government I8
summarized in a saying of his known
all over Russia: “The duma will keep
quiet a8 soon as It gpts a beating.”

Golltzine Is the first prince to be-

S E———

1004 Prince Mirskl was minister of the
Interior, a post which before the proc-
lamation of the constitution in 1905
corresponded largely to the premier-
ship. Golitzine 18 head of one of the
four noblest famllies of Russia, a fam-
| lly which once refused the crown and
which has been as distingulshed In
arts and letters as in war and diplomacy, The new premler embodies the
milltary, diplomatic and literary traditions of 4he family; he 1s a general of
cavalry, has been a member of the Imperial council and enjoys a high reputa-
tion as a writer of poetry and fietion. As grand huntsman of the czar he was
hefore the war a conspleuous figure In the society of the Russian capitul, He
was born in 1860,
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| PRESIDENT OF HAVERFORD

The recent selection of Dr. Wil-
lilam Wistar Comfort, professor of ro-
mance languages at Cornell university,
to be president of Haverford college
I8 In line with the recent policy of sev-
eral colleges in bringlng young blood
into thelr managements, as he 18 only
forty-two years old, having been born
in Germantown on May 27, 1874. His
mother before her marriange wus Miss
Susan F. Wistar. In 1902 he was mar-
ried to Miss Mary Fales of Lake Ior-
est, Ill,, and he Is the father of four
chilldren, a son and three daughters,

Throughout his scholastle career
at Haverford, Doctor Comfort was a
lender in the activities of his class,
being Its president In Its senlor year,
He also was president of the college
Y. M C A In his junior und senlor
years he wns a member of the first
ericket tenms and he took an Interest
In muslc ns well as athletics, being a
member of the mandolln and banjo club,

Doctor Comfort was graduated from Haverford In the class of 1804, He
took his A, B, degree at Harvard In 1805, his maoster's degree one year later
and his degree of Ph, D. in 1002, He wnas {opstructor at Haverford college in
1807-08, studled In France and Germany for several years, and returned to
Haverford in the fall of 1001 as instructor. In 19003 he was made assoclite
professor, holding that position until 1900, when he resigned to become the
head of the romance languages' department Iin Cornell university.

| PHILLIPS' RAPID RISE

|

By his appointment as assistant -
secrotary of state, Willlam Phillips .

Fletcher,
secrotury  to

Starting as
Ambassador

worked his way up through posts in

tion ranked only by the secretary of

* | department.

. His appointment is known to have
been made In line with Secretary Lan-
sing's policy to keep the stute depart-
ment out of polities,

Secretary Phillips, throughout the
wur, has been In lmmediate charge of
European affairs, incloding rellef work,
1| questions as to prisoners, passports,

£ Bk & Twl

| deportations, consular work, diple-
. uatle changes and appolatments, and
| liplomatie etiguette, BSecretary Phil-
lips 18 a graduate of Harvard university and Harvard law school, hus been
second secretary of legation st Peking, chief delegate to several Interna-
Honal gatherings, and was appointed third assistant secretary of stute March
13, 1014, Hls transfer to the assistant secretaryship Increases his salary
from $4.500 to $5,000 n year.
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