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Bull-Dog Drummond

The Adventures of a Demobilized
Officer Who Found Peace Dull

B
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CHAPTER X-—Continued. he entertalng feelings of great friend- | was # business nation,” laughed Hugh.
—15— ship and affection for you, o you | “Why, you poor fool, I've got a thou-
“Stop It, Lakington.” Hils voice was | should pot lack for any bodlly com- | sand pounds In notes In my cigarette
siern ax he caught the other's up- | forts, such ns may be possible in your | coase.'”
ralsed arm.  “That's enough for the | present smnewldt cramped position, “You hof, hof you," the German
e Then tomorrow, when I return, I pro- | grunted. “Then the flithy Boche will
For a moment It seemed ang If Lok: | pose to try a few experiments on you, | for yon of them take care”
fugton would have struck Peterson | and, though 1 fear you wili find them Hugh looked at him angrily,
himself; then he controlled himueelf, | palnful, It's 2 great thing to suffer in “If you do,” he cried, “you must let
and, with an ugly laugh, fAung the | the enuse of seiegee. . | . You will al- | me go”

whip loto & corner,

“1 forgot,” he sald slowly. “It's the
leading Jdog we want—nolt the pupples
that run after him yapplog.” e spun

rounid on his heel. “Have you fin-
ished T
The rope-artist  bestowed a  finnl

touch to the last knot, and surveyed
his handiwork with justifiable pride,

“old mutton,” he remarked tersely,
“would be lively compared (o him
when he wakes up”

“flool ! Then we'll bring him to”

Lakingtom took some crysinls from
A Jir on one of tha shelves, and placed
them o o tumbler, Then he added
n few drope of lguld and held the
gings directly under the unconsclions
mun's nose, Almost at onee the lguld

begnn to effervesce, nnd In less than a
mioute Drommond opened his eyes and
the roomn, He

plarml dagedly round

et v
)

“Btop It, Lakington™ His Volce Was
Stern as He Caught the Other's Up-
raised Arm,

bLilinked foollshly as he saw Longworth
aud Sipelalr; then he looked down
ool tound he was similarly bound him-
wedl. Floally he glanced up at the
man bending over him, und full real-
faution returned,

“Peoling better, my friend?' With
a mocking smile, Lakington lald the
tumbler on a table close by.

“Much, thank you, Hemry," mur-
muored Hugh. "Ah! and there's Carl"”

e grinned cheerfully, and Luking-
ton siruck him on the mouth,

“You can stop that style of con-
versation, Captaln Drommond,” he pe-

marked, “I dislike t."

Hugh stared ot the siviker In sl
lence,

“Accept my congratulntions,” he

wnid at length, In a low volee which,
despite hMmself, shook a lttle, “You
are the first man who has ever done
dhat, and 1 shall treasure the memory
of that blow."

“I'd hate it to be n lonely memory,"
romarked Lakington, “8o here's an-
other, 1o kéep It company.” Aguain he
sirack him, then with a laugh he
turned on his heel, “My compliments
€0 Miss Benton,” he sald to 1 muan
standing near the door, “and usk her
1o be good énough to come down for
a lew minutes,”

The velns stood out on Drummond’s
forcheand at the mention of the girl,
bul otherwlse he gave no sigo: and,
f slience, they walted for her arrival,

She came almost at once, a villaln-
ous-doeking blackguurd with her, and
an she =aw Hugh she gave a pltiful
Hitle moon and held out her hand to
him,

“Why did you come, boy 1" she cried,
“Didn't yon know It was only n for
gery—that note?”

“Ah! was 1tY" sald Hugh softly.
“Was It, Indesd 7"
“An lnweresting point,” murmured

kington. “Surely If a charming girl
uanble—or unwilling—to write her-
f to her flance, her father is a
ery able person to supply the defl-
wiency, Kspecially if he has been kind-
endowed by Nature with u special
E"(Iludo for—er—Iimituting writing.
“But tImé presses. And 1 don't
prunt to go without telling you a Ilttle
wout the program, Captaln Drum.
d., Unfortunately both Mr, Peter
and I have to leave you for to-
ight; bhut we shall be returning to-
yWw morning--or, At any rate, 1
I, You whHl be left in charge of
nolch—yon  remember  the  flithy
t—with whom you had words
o ofther nighi, AN you may expect,

wnys have the satisfaction of knowing

that dear little Phyllis will he well
cared for.,” With a sudden, quick
movement, he selged the girl and

kissed her before she realized his In-
tention,  The rope round Drummond
creplied as he struggled lmpotently,
and Lukington's sneering fiuce seemed
to swim In a red glow,
“That Is quite (o keeping, Is It not,"
hie snnrled, “to kigs the Indy, and to
sirike the man llke this—and this—
and this? . . " A rin of hlows came
down om Drummond’s face, I, with
n gosping sigh, the giel slipped fulnt-
ing to the Roor,
“That'll do, Lakington," sald Peter-
o, Intervening once again. “Have
the girl earvied upstales, and =end for
Heldurieh, 1t's time we were off,"
With an effort Lakington let his
hand fall to hiz side, pnd stomd back
from his ¥ictim,
“Porlinps for the presént, It
he sald slowly, “But tomorrow-—to-
morrow, Captain Drummond, you shall
seream to heaven for mercy, until 1
lake out your tongue and you <an
serenm no more”  He turned as the
Germun come Into the room, *I leave
them to you, Helnrieh,"” he remnrked
shortly, “Use the dog-whip If they
ghout, nod gng them."

The Germnn's eyes were filxed on
Hugh gloutingly.

“They will not shout twice," he sald
in his guttural volee. “The dirty Boche
to 1t hlwself will see”™

TWO

“We appear,” remarked Hugh qulet-
I¥, & few minutes Iater, “to be In for a
cheery night.”

P'or & moment the Germun had left
the room, and three motlonless, bound
figures, sitting grotesquely in their
chalry, were alone,

“How did they get you, Toby?"

“Half a dozen of 'em suddenly ap-
peared,” answered Sinclaly  shortly,
“knocked me on the. head, and the next
thing 1 knew I was here In this d—d
chale”

“Is that when you got your face?”’
usked Hugh,

“No,” sald Toby, and his volee was

grim, “We share in the wmwatter of
faces, old man."
“Lakington again, was 1t?" said

Hugh softly, “Dear Heaven! If 1 could
get one hand on that . . " He broke
off and Inmughed, “What about you,
Algy

“1 went blundering In over the way,
old bean,” returned that worthy, "and
some dam’ fellow knocked my eye-
glnss off. So, as 1 couldn't see to kil
him, I had to Joln the plenle here”

Hugh lnughed, and then suddenly
grew serious,

“By the way, you didn't see a man
chewing gum on the horizon, did you,
when I made my entrance? Dogrob-
her sult, mnd face llke a motor-mas
vot.”

*Thunk God, 1 was spared that!” re-
mirked Algy.

“Good I" returned Hugh, “He's proh-
ably away with it by now, and he's
no fool, For I'm thinking It's only
Peter and him between us and—" He
left hls vomark unflulshed, and for a
while there was sllence.  “Jerry Is
over In France still, putting stamp-
puper on hls machine; Ted's gone up
to see that Potts s taking nourigh-
ment."”

“And here we sit like three well-
preserved  gspecimens  In a bally
musenm,” broke In Algy, with a rue
ful lnugh, "“What'll they do to us,
Hught"

But Drommwond did not gnswer, and
the spenker, seelng the look on his
face, did not press the question,

Nlowly the hours dragged on, unti)
the Inst gleams of daylight had faded
from the skyllght above, and a soll-

tary «lectric light, hung centrally,
gave the ouly Hlumination, Period-
leally  Heinrich had come In to see
that they were still secure: but from
the sounds of the hourse laughter
which come at frequent Intervals

through the half-open door, It was evi-
dent that the Germun had found other
nnd  more  congenlal company. At
length he appesred carrylug a tray
with bread and water on It, which he
placed on » table near Hugh.

“Food for you, you Knglish swine”
he remarked, looking gloatingly at
ench In turn, “Herr Lakington the or-
der gnve, so that you will it bhe to-
morrow moming. Fit for the torture.”
He thrust his flushed face eclose to
Drummond’s, and then deliberataly
spat at him.

Algy Longworth gave s strangled
grunt, hut Drummond took no notlee,
With a qulet smile, he looked up ui
the Gertaan,

“How much, my friend,"” he re-
marked, “are you getting for this?

The German leered at him,

“Enough to see that you tomorrow
are here,” he sald,

“And I oalwoys helleved that yours

will,™ |

The German leered still more,

“Natarllch,” You shall out of the
house at once walk."

He stepped up to Drummond and
rian hi= haods over his coat, while the
others =tared at one another In amaze.
ment, Surely Hugh didn't Imagine
the swine would really let him go; he
would merely ke the money and
probably spit in his face agnin. Then
they heard hlm speaking, and a sudden
gltam of comprehension dawned on
thelr faces,

“You'll have to undo one of the
ropes, my friend, hefors you oan get
nt 4" #nld Hugh quietly,

For u moment the German hesitat-
ol He looked at the ropes carefully
the one that bound the arms and the
upper part of the hody was sepirate
from the rope rounid the legs., Even if
he did undo It the fool Englishman
was still helpless, and bhe knew that he
was unarmed, Had he not hlmself re
moved his revolver, as he lny uncon-
scloug In the hall? What risk was
there, nfter all? Desldes, if he called
sofme one e¢lse In he would have to
shnre the money.

And, as he witched
indecision, Hugh's
damp with sweat, | .
the rope?

the German’s
forehend  grew
. Would he undo
Would greed conquer can-

tion ?
At last the Boche made up his mind,
and went behind the chalr. Hugh

felt him fumbling with the rope, and
flashed an urgent took of cantion at
the other two.,

"“You'd better be eareful, Helnrleh,”
he remsirked, "that none of the others
nee, or you might have to share.”™

The Germon censed
knot, and grunted, The English swine
had moments of brightness, and he
went over and ¢losed the door. Then
he resumed the operation of untying
the rope; and, since It was performed
behind the chalr he was In no position
to s=es the look on Drummomid's face,

undoing the

Only the two spectators could see
that, and they had almost ceonsed
breathing in thelr excitement. That

he had o plan they knew ; what it was
they coulid not even Ruess,

At lnst the rvope fell clear and the
German sprang back,

“Put the cage on the table,"” he erled,
having not the slightest Intention of
coming within range of those formid-
nble arms,

“Cortalnly not"
you undo my legs.
have ir."

Quite

“until
shnll

snld Hugh,
Then you

loosely he
case In one hand;
witching his face,
stralned and tense,

“First 1 the notes must have."” The
Germnn strove 1o speak conversation-
ally, but all the time he was creeping
nearer und nearer to the buck of the
chalr, “Then I your legs undo, and
you may go.”

Algy's warning cry rang out simnl-
mneously with the lightnlng dart of
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holding the
the others,
that It was

the Boche's hand as he snatehed at the

With a Sudden, Quick Movement He
Solzed the Girl and Kissed Her Be.
fore She Realized His Intention,

clgarette-case over Drummond's shoul-
der. And then Drummond lanughed a
low, triumphant laugh. It was the
move he had been hoping for, and the
German's wrist was held fast In his
visedlke grip. His plan bhad sue-
veeded,

And Longworth and Sinclair, who
had =een many things in thelr lives,

the remembrance of which will be with’

them til thelr dying day, had never
ween and are vever lkely to see any-

| with in

utes, Slowly, Inexorably, the German's
arm was belng twisted, while he ut-
tered gasping cries, and beat lmpo-
tently at Drummond's head with his
free hand., Then at Inst there was a
dull crack as the arm broke, and a
scream of paln, as be lurched round
the chalr and stood Lelpless In front
af the soldler, who still held the clg-
nrotte case In his left hand,

They saw Drummond open the cig-
arette caxe and take from It what
looked like a tube of wood. Then he
felt in hisx pocket and took out a
mateh-box, contalning a number of
long thin splinters. And, having fitted
one of the gplinters Into the tube he
put the other end in his mouth,

With a qulek heave they saw him
Jerk the German round and cateh his
unbroken arm with his free left hand.
And the two bound watchery looked at
Hugh's eyes as he stared at the moan-
ing Boche, and saw that they were
hard and merclless,

There was a sharp, whistling hiss,
and the splinter flew from the tuba
into the German's face. It hung from
his ¢heek, and even the ceaseless move-
ment of his head falled to dislodge
it.

“1 have brokeam your arm, Boche”
sald Drummond at length, “and now I
have killed you. I'm sorry about It;
I wasn't particularly anxious to end
vour life, But it had to be done.”

The German, hardly consclous of
what he had said owing to the pain in
his srm, was frantically kicking the
Engllshman's legs, still bound to the
chalr; but the fron grip on his wrists
never slackened. And then qulte sud-
denly came the end. With one dread-
ful, convulgive heave the German
lerked himself free, and fell douhled
p on the floor, Fascinated, they
watehed him wrlthing and twisting,
until at Iast, he lay still The
Boche was dead,

“What was that blow-pipe affair?
eried Rinelnir hoarsely,

“The thing they tried to fAnish me
Paris last night," answered
Hugh grimly, taking a knlfe out of his
waisteoat pocket, “Let ns trust that
none of his puls come in to look for
him."

A minute later he stood up, only to
sit down agaln abruptly, as his legs
gnve way. They were numbed and
stiff with the hours he had gpent in the
same position, and for a while he could
o nothing but rub them with his
hands, till the blood returned and he
could feel once more,

Then, slowly and painfully, he tot-
tered across to the others and set them
free as well, They were In an even
worse condition than he had been;
und It seemed as If Algy would never
he able to stand again, so completely
dead wns his body from the walst
downwards. But, at length, after what
seemed an eternity to Drummond, who
realized only too well that should the
gang come In they were almost as help-
less In thelr present conditlon as if
they were still bonnd In their chalrs.
the other two recoverei,

“AN fit now? Good! We've got to
think what we're golng to do, for we're
not ont of the wood yvet by two or

three miles,”

“Iet's get the door open,” remarked
Algy, “and explore”

Coutlously they swung it open, and
stood motionless, The house wus in
nbsolute silence; the hall was de-
serted.

“Switeh out the light," whispered
Hugh, “We'll wander round.”

They ecrept forward stealthily In the
darkness, stopping every now and then
to Hsten. But no sound came to thelr

ears;: It might have been a house of
the dead.
Suddenly Drummond, whoe was in

front of the other two, stopped with a
warning hizs, A lHght was streaming
out from under a door at the end of a
passage and, @8 they stosd watcehing
it, they heard a man's volee coming
from the same room. Some one else
answered him and then there was
sllence once more.

At length Hugh moved forward
aguin, and the others followed. And
It was not untll they got quite close to
the door thal a strange, continuous
nolse hegun to be noticeable—na nolse
which cnme most distinetly from the
Hghted room., It rose and fell with
monotonous regulnrity @ at thines it re-
sembled a brasg band—at others It
dled awny to a gentle murmur. And
occuslonally it was punctunted with a
strangled snort, -

“Great Scott!” muttered Hugh ex-
cltedly, “the whole bolling bunch sare
asleep, or I'fl eat wy hat."

“Then who was it spoke?” sald Algy.
“At leust two of ‘em are awake right
enough.”

And, as If In answer to his question,
there came the volee agnln frow In-
side the room.

“Wal, Mr. Durrell, I guess we can
puss on, and leave this bunch”

With one laugh of joyful amazement
Hugh flung open the door, and found
himself looking from the range of a
yarid into two revolvers

“1 don't know how you've done it
boys," be remarked, “but you can put
those guns away. [ hate looking at
them from that end.”

“What the devil have they done to
all your dials? sald Darrell, siowly
lowering his arm,

“We'll leave that for the tlme,” re
turned Hugh grimly, as he shut the
door. “There are other more pressing
matters to be distussed.”

He glanced round the robm, and a
slow grin spread over his face. There
were some twenty of the gang, all of
them fast asleep, They sprawled gro-
tesquely over the table, they lolind In
¢halrs; they lay on the floor, they hud-
dled in corners. And, without excep-
tion, they snored and snorted,

“A dandy bdbunvh,” remarked the
American, gazing at them with satls-
factiog, ‘Then he turned to Drum.

friend here thought we'd better bring
‘om along, So It's up te you to g#t
buay."

“Mullings and %is crowd,” sald Dar-
rell, seeing the look of mystification on
Hugh's face.

For a few moments Drummond
stood, deep In thought; then once
ngain the grin spread slowly over his
face. “Get the boys In, Peter: and
get these lumps of meat carted ont to
the lorry. And, while you do it, we'll
go upstalrs and mop up.”

THREE.

Even In hig wildest dreams Hugh
had never imagined such a wonderful
opportunity. To be In complete pos-
sesslon of the house, with strong
forces at his beck and call, was a state
of affalrs which rendered him almost
speechiess,

“Keep your guns handy,” whispered
Hugh. “We'll draw each room In
turn till we find the girl”

Hut they were not to be put to so
much trouble. Suddenly a door oppo-
site opened, and the man who had
been guarding Phyllls Benton peered

JHidedtd .

“And Now | Have Killed I'm

Sorry About It"

You,

out suspiciously, His jaw fell and a
look of aghast surprise spread over
his face as he saw the four men in
front of him.

Hugh stepped past him and was
smiling at the girl who, with a little
cry of joyful wonder, hud risen from
her chalr,

“Your face, boy," she whispered, as
he tobk her in his arms, regardless of
the others, “vour poor old face! Oh,
that brute, Lakington !"

He lnughed gently, and for a mo-
ment she c¢lung to him, unmindful of
how he had got to her, glorying only
in the fuect that he had, It seemed to
her that there was nothing which this
wonderful man of hers couldn't man-
nge: and now, blindly trusting, she
wiited to be told what to do, The
nightmare was over; Hugh was with
her. . . .

“Are there any cars outside? Hugh
turned to the American,

“Yours,” answered that worthy.

“And mine s hidden behind Miss
Benton's greenhouse unless they've
moved It remarked Algy.

“Good,” sald Hugh, *“Algy, take
Miss Benton and her father up to Half
Moon street—at once, Then come back
here,"”

“But, Hugh—" began
pealingly,

“At once, dear, please.” He smlled
at her tenderly, but hls tone was de-
clded. "This I8 going to be no place
for you in the near futore.”

With ne further word of protest the
girl followed Algy, and Hugh drew
u breath of relief,

“Now, you ugly-looking blighter,"
he remarked to the cowering ruffian,
who was hy this time shaking with
fright, “we come to you, When does
Lakington return?"

“Permorrow, sir™
other,

“Where I8 he now?”

The man hesitated for o moment,
but the look In Hugh's eéyes galvan-
Izedd him Inte speech.

“He's after the old woman's pearls,

the girl ap-

stummered the

#ir—the duchess of Lampshire's,”

“Ah!" returned Hugh softly. “Of
conirse he s 1 forgot. When does
Peterson come back®!

“T'ermorrow, too, sir, s far as 1
knows," answered the man
| "“Amd what's he dolng?' demanded
Drummond,

“Om the level, guvnor, 1 can't tell

yer sStrlte, T ean't.”
At that moment Darrell's voice enme
up froin the hall,
“he whole buneh are stowed away,
Hugh, What's the next item?®”
(TO BE CONTINUED.,)

Wifely Requirements.

The Spanlards have a saying that a
wife should resemble three things, and
yet differ from these same things.
First, she should be llke a snall, which
always guards Its house, but she
ghould not carry the house with her
whenever she goes out. Second, she
ghould be llke an echo, which speaks
only after the other Is finished, but
she should not always have the last
word, and last, she should be like the
town clock, which always sounds the
hours with regularity, but she should
not sound so loud that the whole Lowa
shall hear It ) i
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CLOSET 90 HOURS

Playmate Innocently Shut Them
Up and Forgot to Tell
Searchers About It.

Paterson, N, J.—Mlssing for 90 Lours,
Btella Weiner, five years old, und her
playmate, Harry Barber, seven, weré
found, suffering from hunger and ex-
haustion, in the clothes closet of A
vacant apartment Iln which they had
been Imprisoned. After they hiad been
revived, the children explained they
entered the closet while playing hide
and seek, but had not closed the door.

Soon afterward, they sald, lthel Bell-
Inofsky, another playmate, slammed
the door, and they dld not realize
they were sealed up untll after she

o)

the

Saw Partly Conscious Form of

His Little Sister.

had left the room. Ethel, who |s only
four, either forgot to mention that she
had closed the door, or else did not
realize they were In the closet.

When the children falled to ¢rme
home to supper, the distracted parents
began an exhaustive search for them.
Pollce and neighbors combed the vi-
cinity, but found no trace of them.
A few days later Jacobh Welner and
Samuel Miller visited the vacant apart-
ment for a game of cards, Strange
nolses from u clothes closet startled
them and they opened the door, On
the floor Welner saw the partly con-
gelous form of his little sister, and
huddled in a corner waus her boy play-
mate. Doctors summoned soon re-
vived the children. The fact that the
closet door did "not fit eclosely, thus
permitting a slight eirculation of alr,
suved their llves, the doctors who at-
tended them sald,

GIRL SWIMS FLOODED RIVER

Iindlan Maiden Travels 40 Miles to
Reach Lover Waiting for Her
on Colorado Ranch,

Durango, Col.—Undaunted by the
40 mlles which separated her home on
the reservatlon from the ranch on
which John Mlller, her Navajo lover,
worked, an Indian mald, ward of the
United States on a reservatlon near
Durango. Col,, walked the entire dils-
tnnce, leading a goat as gift to her
betrothed.

When she reached the La Plata
river It was ont of bounds and there
was no hridge for many mlles. Sha
staked the goat In a grassy plot, re-
moved her clothlng and swam the
river,

The Navijo and his dusky sweet-
heart were marrled on the Willard
Wyatt ranch after the employer of the
Indian had secured a marriage llcense
for the palr.

]

Grorercrere
Mother Mouse Built Her
Home With Greenbacks

While plumbers were laylng a
gas llne Iinto the 8, W. Kiser
restaurant, at Spegcerville, O,
they found In the cormner of a
dark closet a large greenish-
looking paper ball, Invesiiga-
tion *proved it to be the home
of A& mother mouse and her
brood. Closer exnmination
showed the ball to be umide up
of greenbacks of denomlinations
from one to ten. Part of the

bills were chewed up, but three
one-dollar

bill

nnd
still

one five-dollar

CHn be redeemed,

et aa s sttt e Y

Dove From Train Going Mile a Minute

Pann, IL—A negro passenger, he-
HHeved to be the Rev. F. E. Clark, of
Hope, Ark, leaped head foremost

through the window of a couch of a
passenger traln, running 60 milles an
hour, east of here. He was picked
up unconscious but without any
broken bones,

Man's Head Offered as Evidence.

Orlando, Fla.—The head of George
Bryant, severed at the request of the
prosecuting attorney, was offered as
evidence in the trial of John R
Bryant, son of the dead man, and
charged jointly with his wife with

murder.
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