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The bustling West, profiting by the exam-
ple of the effote East, i« developing an appe-
tite for river and harbor improvemsnts on a
scalo of grandeur, stupsndous in conception

and Importance and, like everything else
undertaken, gives fair promise of surpassing
its Eastern prototype in the magaifliomece
and scope of its opsrations. The first of
thess {s the scheme for constructing on the
gulf coast deep water harbors, which is al-
ready under way, the government having

a snug sum of money for the
commencement of the work. The others
proposed are, first, the ednascting of Lake
Buperior with the Mississippi river by canals,
and second, the improvement of tha Missouri
#0 that it will bs navigable by boats of com
merce, The West in vitally interestad in the
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gulf harbors and the Missouri river im:
provements, for either or both of them
means that she will have better facilities for
transporting her linmense grain orops to the
marts of this and foreign coun‘ries; but
somehow or other thers Is a sort of far
away, rainbow appearance, with all sorts
of “‘schemes” and **jobs" for a background,
about an undertaking like the improvement
of the Missouri river and, as soms observant
writer has romarked, it soems like an ind efl
nite, far-away enterprise that is useful oaly
for an oceasional convention where every-
thing is discussad but water ani water
ways"

The continued prevalence of the grippe, |
am told, is a matter of no small concern to
the large life insurance os of the country
and ita epulemical encles are not the
pleasantest thing in the world for a mana
ger to contemplate, althoug h as yet the mor-
tality on its account has been confined chiel
ly to persons in feeble health. I remember
that when the disease swept over ths conntry
& yoar or two ago it plonghed considerable
of m furrow in the coffers ol all the promi-
nent companies and they have not forgotten
that experience so soon, Indeed, the largest
company in existence caused fts chief medi-
cal director at that time to make an exhaus-
tive ressarch as to the origin of the malmly,
and the best rnles amd remedies known to
medical scionce for its prevention and cure
were collented and circulated gratuitously
among their patrons, It was a matter of
business with them,
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Just how ‘‘great oaks frum little acorns
grow™ i aptly illustrated by a case in point
at the Counigr offlce. Three years ago we
began printing the Inils of fare for the
Windwor hotel, It was something |‘:" an
experiment with us just then bul rthe su:
petior and painstakiug quality of the work
soon attracted attention from the other
bouifaces, and one by one they kept falling
into line until today the bills for the five
leading hostelries in  the city—the
Lincbln, Windsor, Lindell, Opelt, und Capl-
tal—are printed here.  We trust we may be

ed a spirit of swenming egotism in
thus publicly referring to the matter, but
the skill and nicety rvequired in the pro-
duction of this class of work deserves morg
than » passing mention. The office every
Saturday s a perfect bee-hive of menus,
no less than ten of them being tnrned out
that aay: The elegant appearance of these
bills and the many econiums bestowed upon
them by the proprietors and public aie a
deserved trigute to the skill and efficiency of
our job depaitment ,
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Ones would hardly expect to find as much
superstition among ralirond men as seamen,
but it i true, nevertheless, that In a num-
ber of instances their credulity is greater
than Juck Tar's, In the matter of accidents
especinlly their superstition has unbounded
sway and thix is not confined to subordinate
employes by any means. Even those high
in position, cold, hard, practical men as
they wure, canuot help believing in the
polency of a something, they scarcely know
what. Oune of the superstitions is that a
second ger wreck is wura to happen
within a month of the first. Bome four
weeks ago the Santa Fe sufferel the wrock
of a passeuger train at Cherryvale and
immedintely the general superintendsit
commenced making prepavations for ths
socond one whici h: felt sure would follow.
Arrangements wers made for u special train
to be had st » moment’s notwee and the men
about the claim and medical depaiinients
were held in readiness to respond 1o u call at
any time. In this case the superstition held

for the arrangements had scarcely
been completed when the wires flashea news
of the wreck on the Chicago division of the
road in Missouri—within two weeks of the
accident at Cherry vale.
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The wonderful growth and development of
the patent medicine business within the past
twenty~five or thirty years affords one of the
most striking examples of the superiority of
the business methods of to-day over that of
two or three decades sgo, Printer's ink is
now looked npon by the progressive men of
the century asthe lever which moves the
world. 1 can name you dozens of men who
have grown more than wenlthy through iv's
constant and Purnhtont use, Take the Hood's
and the Ayer's, and the Hostetter’s and the
Davis' and the Kennedy's for example,
They haveall made fame and fortune through
its channels, You have heard, of courss, of
g, —1500-- X" which was painted all over
the couniry not so many Years ago. That
was the name of a patent medicine manufac-
tured in a Bouthern city. A poor mechanio,
out of employment, struggling to support
his family, near the city of Baltimore, along
in the early part of 1800, knew the formula
of an excellent preparation, but he had
peither friends or money with which to
bring it before the public, Something " must
be done, though, aud ihat very quickly.
The few dollars which striot frugality eua
bied him to lay by continued to dwindle un
til the last ten was resched, Then hismi d
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was decided: he would pat out the remedy ;
but the matter of a name bothered him long
and deeply until one night, dozing ina rest
less slumber, “Bt,—1560—-X"' came dancing
| through his mind, He sought wo further.
| The next day a medicine by that name was
bore to the world, With the money at
| band, & small stock of drugs, bottles and
I Inbels were purchased, the ingredients com-
pounded and with a‘ basket on his arm be
| started out.  His efforts met with ready re-
| wpouse, but it required hard and faithful
| work to gain a fosthold, for all that, The
| business grew and prospered, however,
money came rolling in, and in less than fif
teen yoars “St.—I800—-X" was known over
the Western continent, It was painted on
| every barn, tree and rock of any size through-
out the country, and when its propristor
disl n short time ago it required eight
figures to enumerate his wealth, Heated in
his luxurious office one day, the question of
that peculiar name came up and some one
asked him what it meant and how he came
to adopt it.  * DIl tell you," he said, *“'St.—
180 — X" simply signifles that | started in
1800, The X represents my capital ut that
time, s0 the literal transiation would be,
‘started in 1860 with ten dollars eapital.’”
Who will say the nume was not suggestive
or appropriate!
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1 fell to musing yesterday over the friend
ships and social tendencies of one profession
towurds another and after considering the
matter carefully, pro and con, was forced
to the conclusion that saloon keepers wre
more friendly and liberal toward each
other thur any other class of business peo-
ple.  They visit each othoer's place of busl
ness oftener and mingle together in a social
way more than most any other class of
business or professional men 1 know of.
The conviviality displayed by them s lnck-
ing in almost every other line of trade.
You do not see it among newspaper men,
members of the bar, (1 do not mean botel or
saloon bars] physicians, grocers, butcbers,
bakers, or musicians, and even the tailors
and dry goods men do not for soms Fea<on
|||I‘ other affiliate with each other to uny
| great extent. It's just a bit curious, isn't
it, when yoy stop to consider!  And dou’t
it soem likely o you that the membes of
the other protessions mentionsl  could
lewrn o useful littie lesson from the maral
hidden here! It strikes me they could—but
will they!
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Hpeaking of the propristy of bieyele riding
by fyoung Indies brings to mind a recent
paper read by Dr. R. W. Tooker, presidang
of the Chicago Academy of Homospathic
Physiclans and Surgsons on “The Effscts of
Bieycle Riding on Girls”, The doctor wade a
eareful investigation, and from his own  per
sonal knowledge and expsrience, ns well as
from the experience of many physicians of
both schools of madicine, there was but ons
conclusign, which was that “the bieycle was
a health restorsr anl strength gives for
women, providid it was not usei to exoess. '
He s vocated the uss of the bieyels by gl
| in the strongest terms,
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1 understand that E lisou, the elsotricing,
has made something Hke thres million of dol
lars out of the product of his fertde braln in
producing electrical inventions, and this is
probably & great deal below the actual
amount, His knowledge of the mysteries of
chained lghtning hns certainly stood him in
good stead, both as regards fame and remun-
eration. The one will assuredly live long
after the other las passel away, Of his
case can be sald that “men may come and
men may go, but Edlson goes on forever."

.‘ll

Dr, Keeloy is another sclentist, if 1 may .b'
allowed that term, who is reaping a rich
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| harvest as the result of his malical ressarch

and practice, and in his way, If his treat-
ment nocomplishes the results claimad for it,
is n benefa -tor of the human race to as groat
or greater an extentthan Edison. If he can
bring his weaker minded follgw men to con

quer King Alcohol and make the latter
servant instead of master, he desorves a
wemorial from humanity which shall excel

the Columbian tower in height and the fam-
oux trees of Californis In circunforence,

The honor and respect of all nations will be
his, while she man who invented Jersey
lightning is shrouded in the impenetrable
darkness of oblivion, buried in fan nnifsown

grave , unhonored and unsung.

Speaking of the custoin of throw ing rice
ut the bride and groom at woddings, | have
Just been reading the opinions of an  Eaglish
soclety journal on the subject, £ one way
judge from the heart rending picture and
the vigorous language of the editor, it cer.
tainly is high time that & general protest
| went up ngainst a custom so barbaric.  Lis

ten to the plaintive wall of our English
socioty friend: **1 wish a few heavy swolls
| would set their face against the b deoas rles
| scufo at the close of wedding rece ptions,
Tie custom of throw jug rice at departing
lovers comes to us from the Ewt, where rice
is a sign of plenty and prosperity. In  bard-
und-fust practical England this emblematic
e is lost; and instead of u few grains soft-
Iy falling we pelt and sm other and bombard
our brides with thorough Eonglish brutality,
and finally the practics has degensrated int)
a senseless and unweming flght. o & «
When the brids is ready to stact on life's
journey, she says hor principal adieux o
private, for the guesis, hke ravening wolves
awnit her below. The bradegroom white,
determined, awkward, joins his wife, and
they make a desparats rush,  Bat it is of no
availl The stinging gra in s hurled in their
sparting faces, trickles down their Lascks,
gets into theie mouths, and up thoir o lesves,
Farewells are inposdble, nud no one gotsn
glitnpse of the fanitiess costume, evolved
with such talent and tims With & supreans
effort they gam the door, bolt Liks vabbits
into the brogham, and, with a gasp of re
lef fling up the shelterlng windows.  The
couple who lave earnml a littly spoay
peace, are forced to travel and make love
with a pound of rvice in the small of their
backs—not to mention a bad pain in the
temper.” Pleasant picture, that, If this is
not running the gauntlet in dead earnest, it
comes very, very near it. In this country,
us well ns in most other civilized nations, the
custom {8 practiced with dus moderation.
We do not carry it to such extremes as our
socioty triend across the water suggests,
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It is the common lot of men eagaged in
war and strife at arms o saddenly sir ke
their armor and lie down to die, in the vigor
and prime of life, and the history of the past
fow years proves conclusivaly that * Poace
hath her sorrows no less severs than war, ?
Men, endowaed by waiure with magnificent
and commanding intellects, blessed with as
near physical pecfection ax ordinary mortals
attabn, meot deaths as sudden in the halls of
state, i the busy marts of trade, as upon the
fAeld whore armed Lo liss moset o kili: none
are exempt, all are amasninbie to threnmfor.
able rule.

o Lenves huve thelr time to isll,

And Nowers o wither at the north winu's
breath,

And stars Lo set;—=but all,

Thou hast all sensons for thy own,

Death,”

0

Hotaling, the tl'-t.ru-.l. grocer, says he
| denls in no prizes or leaders for it is goods
and prices that intelligent people are looklng
] for. Telephone 810,
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“The Prince and the Pauper” was wit-
nessed by a fair sized audience both after-
Ivoon  and evening at the new Lansing
Naturday, and all were well pleassd with

the performance, Little Elsie ‘Leslio has
been seen here before in'*'Little Lord Faunt-
leroy™ but since her last appearance in Lin- |

coln has perceptibly improved,  Herbert |
Archer nx  Miles Heondon, the sokdier,
divided honors with Miss Leslie. Mr,

Archer is a conscientious ncotor and his work
made & favorable impression here.  The
other members of of the cast were very good
and the performance was a creditable one
thronghout,

The mashers, young and old, who assem-
bled at the new Lansing Wednesday even-
ing tosee Lilly Clay's galety company were
rewarded for their pains by a very medio
cre performance, which did not even have
the charm of originality about it, It oe-

curs to the avernge observer of contem-
poraneous events that the day is not far
away when the festive Lilly and her galoty |
consorts, none of whom can sing, and the |
others of their class will be qnietly but
flrmly relegated to their proper position
and made to tuke » back sont, [

YTHE HURGLAKR AT THE LANSING,

The history of *The Burglar," which will
be soan at the new Lansing this afternoon
and evening, has just the slightest sugges-
tion of romance entwinsd  in‘its conception,
Its nuthor, Gus Thomas, usesd to be a ticket
seller at Coats’ Kansas City opera house a |
few years ago, and afterwards secared u
position on the St Louws  Fost  Dispatoh
While there e was elected 0 member of the
MeCallongh elub, ons, wf the elite organiza
tions of the city and it was at one of the re
coptions of this sxiety that m manber made
nrequest for n breiel sketeh in which his
daughter might appear. Thomas was equal
to the occasion and ' Editha's Burglar” was
the onteome, It was so well received that
the Niokinson Sketch club of Boston took it
up and played it throughout the country |
and it created such a favorable and lasting |
impression that it was taken in hand and
eutirely reconstructed by Mr, Thomas, who
points with pride to *The Burglar” of today
ns the resuit, It s an eMective and touch
ing play as now produced, in which all the
emotions of actual being are lightly and
picturesquely Llended, with just enougn com
wdy dash throughout to give it life and suap,
A line production is promisesd,

."

VTHE NELLE OF SARATOGA."

The Ladies' Aid Society of Holy 'l'rlu]'(.,-‘
church bave arenngel . pleasing  en tertain- |
ment for  Monday evening st tte Funke
when the charming opervtia “Pauline, or
The Bells of Saratoga” will be pressnted.
The soens is lakd in a leading hotel at the |
famous summer vesort, the first part con- |
sistiug of an evening concert by guests of
the house, The wsscond part introduces
Paulive, the belle: Clara Rivers, her rival; |
George Andent, a student, Sir Charles
Grandiswell, an Eoglish baronet, and Cap-
tain Western, a retired ofieer; those con-
stituting the leading characters, Tho plse
is @ very pretty und pleasing one and there
is every promise that it will recerve the
kindlest of treatment here. The Uni
vorsity orchostra under the leadeisiip of
Professor M gendorf will furnish  music |

| startling ellmax.
Cully prodaced st the Union Square theatre,

for the occasion, Miss Stella Itice presiding
at the piano.  The object s a most com-
mendable one and the Indies dessrve every
encourngenient,
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VRIGHT BELLY."

Thin is the singular title of a light and
catehy comedy and pantomimie drama
which will be presented Welnesday evening
at the New Lansing. “Eight Bells" is the
invention of John F. Bryne, one of the
famous brothers of acrobats whom Primrose
and Wese brought to this countyy from
England  some few years ago and whose
wonderful work  with that compauy at.
tracted so much attention, It is gotten up
for laughing purposes only, though nothing
but pure, clenn wit ix haard, and alounds in
funny situations which produce & never
ending fund of mertiment,  The prinecipal
notion of the piece (s lnid on ship boand and
it i from this that its saggestive title s
derive.  In its various scenes the Byrne
Brothers find ample opportunity for ex
hibiting their marvelous nerobatic agility,
John F. Byrne proves himsell a clever
Irish comedian and the other members of
the company introduce & variely of md
mirable specialties.  The Arst act displays »
handsome stage setting nnd the wondoerful
pantomime and gymnastic work of the
Byrnes is enlivened by musica! medleys,

The railway and dock scene, which opens
the second act, is sald to be full of realism
and & guick dark change transforms this
into a rolling sea, which is the greatest of
the piece, A storm at the close wrecks the
vessel, which completely revolves as the
curtain falls,  The flual setting shows a
pretty French cottage and some beautiful
effects are produced, The costumes of the
ladles nre very elegant in this act, where

| Molloy's " Love's Old SBweet Song” s rend-

ered by o ladies' quartette with charming
effect.  Tom Browne, the whistling marvel,
gives an  exhibition of his  powers amd
numerous other specialties nre  introduced
throughout the play, which closes with
“Eight Bells® was origin

New York, where it enjoyed a run of more
than ons hundrad nights, and its presenta
tion here will be attended by all the scenie
effects which brought it into lightning pop
ularity, The sale of seats opens Mouday
morming st the box office,
"t

Manager Charch is introducing somesthing
of u novelty to the public of Lincoln in the
Torm of matiness, which are as much s part
of the theatres in other cities a# the eveaing
performance itself.  Thoy are designed more
especinlly for the beneft of luiies sud child
ren who do not care o attend the entertain-
ments at night,  The presentation s alway #
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the same us at the regular production, Inolud.
Ing the sconie, mechanioal and eloctrio light
offouts, It is quite the proper thing for
Indles to withes matiness unat -
dond It In the form in all the larger olties,
It will bo interesting to note whether or not
the flea Mnds favor with Lincoln lndies, but
u:lan sooims little reason b0 doubt that ¢
will,

...

Among the advertising novelties intro
duoed b'y Fred Posl, “inciter of public in-
terest” for “Yon Yonson," s & oard which
l:.htm. only In bar rooms. It reads like
this:

Tum LATENT:
YON YUONBON COUKTALLR
Will Drive Away the Blues

One of the cards hangs over the baek of
the bar of & prominent saloon In this city,
and yestorday n young man asked the oblig-
ing bartonder for & *Yon Yonson cocktaill, ™

“You, e 1l mix it ax woon as 1 go out
hove and telepbone for a heare,” remarked
the man bohind the bar,

“But what do you want a hewrse forf"
msked the Innovent oustomer,

“You ordered a Yon Yomwson cooktall,
didn't yom "

Y, but—-"

“Wall, we always order the hearse so as
to have it ready immedintely aftor the cus-
tomer tukes the drink,"

“What's that! Why! How do you mix
those cocktails™

* Wo put a half pint of aloohol in a large
buoket, nnd two-thinds of a pint of acetio
acld, then n hall gallon of hot water, and
burn s five inch stick of caustic on top."

The customor[changed his order to whis
koy straight.

FOOTLIGHT FLAFHEN,

At the Metropolitan Opera, “box peopls’
take thelr sugar plums from antique snuff-
boxes,

John Jennings, the well known comedian,
will star In “Confusion” beginning next
month,

“The Barrel of Money" ocom will
have itaf initial city production at the Niblo's
Garden, Jan, 18,

Edward Lawrence, stage manager of
“Nitural Gas" and Nina Harrington, sous
brette, have beon married

C. . McConuell, who used to wanage the
Chicago Columbin, will soon return to that
city mnd open a large cut- rate drag store,

Harry B, smith, aramatic sditor of the
Chicago  Tritbine has completed his new
opera "'The Knickerbockers,” for the Bos
toniana.

The famons Pellcan Club, in London, has
closed its doors, the propristor baving
Innded himself comfortably and serenely in
the Bankruptey Court,

It is snid in New York that unkw a
vigorous renction sets in, it will hardly be
possible to caxt 8 Shakesperian play +in the
Unitedd States in the year 1000,

Maria Bird, an actress in A Straight
Tip" company, was burned to death on
Tuesday at Cinclunati,  Bhe was for many
yours a membor of Hurvigan's company.
Young Manager J. D, Levy has come
home once more,  He took out Mestayer
awl Vavgn's “Grab Bag," played it one
:nlgi:t nt Bridgeport, Coun., and walked
ok,

Alice Parker and Dorm Van Bohaick, the
two girls who ran away from Chicago to
become nctresses In New York, have gone
back to the eity by the tail end of Lake
Michigan,

Charles Morris, alins **Napoleon Wood ,
who tried to bulld theatres In New York
with wind, wil at the penitentiary for
six mionths, @ was sent up for stealing
#7050 from a woman

At the close of the Christmas night per-
formance of “The Buraggle of Life," in
Milwaukee, Frederick Paulding was pre-
senited by the members of hr company wish
a handsome locket containing the portraits
of himsell and his mother,  The locket Is of
okl gold, with Mr, Paulding's initials worked
in monogram on one side and a biazing
dimmomd lvserted in the other, Eilward
Varrey made the yresentation speech,

Fine Store for Rent,
The handsomw new store Yoo HOwW  ooon -
plsd by the CARITAL CITY LOURHIER, 25x14,

! with stenm hoat, water nnd all modern oon-

vonbsnoes, will be for rent February first,
For terms ete., apply at the premises, 1154 N
street, oppos'ts Herpolshivimer & Co's, expo
.rm ton building.

The Celumbian Exposition.

The Electrical Building, (lustrated today
is perbaps the seat of the most novel and
brilliant exhibit in the whole Exposition. It
s 5 feet wide and 00 feet long, The
second story Is composed of useries of galler-
tew with acoess by four gramnd stairoases,
The nrea of the galleries in the second story
5 TIN50 square feet,  The exterior walls of
this butlding are conpossd of & continuous
Corinthisn order of pilasters, § feei 6 inches
wide nud 42 foet bigh, supportiog a full en
tablature, and resting upon a stylobate
foet B inches.  The tolal height of the walls
| from the grade outside 18 68 foet 6 fuches,
l. The Blovtricity baihding has an open  portico

extending slong the whole of the south fe
vade, the lower of ironie order [orming an
open soreen in front of it The v lous sab-
ordinate pavilions are trented with windews
and baleontes. The details of the exterior
orders wro richly  decorated, and the pedi-
ments, frivees, panels and spandrils bave re-
celved o decoration of fgures (o relief, with
architectural motifs, the generml tendency of
which is to illustrate the purposes of the
buthling. The appearsnce of the exterior is
that of marble, but the walls of the bhemicy-
vle and of the various porticos and loggin
are highly enviched with volor, the
in these places belng decorated with soagli-
ols, sl the capitals with metallio effects in
brovge, The cost s &575,000,




