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That J. Sterling Morton, the new
secretary of agriculture, is a ploneer
has been stated so often in the publie
print that few realize how much of
ploneer he really is, He has lived in
Nebraska now almost forty years. In
1854 Nebraska City consisted of one or
two c¢rude houses and an old block-
house used for defense agninst Indlans,
Mr. Morton was ono of the [irst sett-
lers, and his newspaper, the Nebraska
City News, which is still a factor in the
upbuilding of that city, was the first
paper issued in Nebraska. It was is-
sued from that blockhouse. To use
Mr. Morton's own words: “A few cases
of type, a few quires of papor, a small
quanity of ink and &« Washington hand-
press constituted the entire convern,
As the firse ery of a new-born infant s
to the volee of afull-grown man, as the
acorn is to the onk, #o was this print-
ing office to the civilization, the popula-
tion, the agricultural and commercial
prosperity which it heralded and in-
augurated.’

That Mr. Morton was instinctively a
home-builder has been attested not
only by his long residence in Nebraska,
but by the handsome home he has
evolved from the wilderness, now
known as Arbor Lodge, He bullt his
first house in 1854, It was a very
crude affuir, constructed of logs, and w

majority of his neighbors at that time |

were Indinns, Yours later he replaced
the old log structure with a more mod-
ern house on the same site. This in|
turn gave way to astill prettier one, |
and finally the fourth house was de-|
signed and built under the direction of |
Mrs, Morton, whodled June 20, 1881, It

is said that she originated the idea of |
Arbor day, but gave the eredit to her |
husband. It occurs on his birthday |
anniversary. She is remembered by

hundreds of old Nebraskans as a most |
lovable woman, and her loss was a se- 1
vere blow to her husband and her

children,
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As the founder of a family Mr. Mor-

ton, with the priceless aid of his wife, |
was as signally successful as in rearing
a home. He has four exceptionally
bright and successful sons—Paul, Joy,
Mark and Carl. Paul begun life as n
clerk in the B. & M. offices at Platts- |
mouth and remained in the rallroad |
service until he became, first, general

passenger agent and then general

freight agent of the great Burlington
system. He is now first vice-president

of the Whitebreast coal company, en- |
joys a salary of 12,000 a year, is mar-

ried and lives in Chicago. Joy Morton
is the head of the great salt firm ull
Joy Marton & Co. in Chicago, and has

large interests in the cereal mills and

starch works at Nebraska City. He is

married and makes his home in Chi-
cago. Mark Morton, who is also mar-
ried, also lives in Chicago and s a
member of the firm of Joy Morton &
Co. Carl, the youngest son, lives at
Nebraska City, where he is manager
of the starch works. He is also mar-
ried and has promise of a bright future
before him, They are all most ox-
emplary young men and are very much
devotad to their father and the mem-
ory of thelr sainted mother,
I..

The sensatioa of the week in legisla-
tive circles was the report filed on
Wednesday by the joint committee up-
pointed to investigate the character of
punishment inflicted upon conviets in
the state penitontiary, an investiga-
tion Inspired by the suicide of Conviet
Powell while undergoing discipline
during the early days of the present
sesslon,  The report of the committee
administers & black eye to prison
authorities for years past. It finds
that the punishment in vogue for
years has bee, inhuman, barbarous
and cruel in many cnses, and finds
especially that the system of punish-
ing conviets by handeufling their
hands behind them, passing a rope
around the neeck, which rope Is con-
nected with the handouffs and drawn
tight in order to lift and support their
hands, is one that should not be tolera-
ted in this enlightened age or in a
civilized community, and that such

punishment is one which s likely at
any time to be the indireet, if not the
direct cause of the death of a convict
undergoing it.  The committee ex-
prossed its convietion that the death of
Conviet Powell was a direet result of
the cruel and inhuman punishment in-
Hicted upon him.
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One peculiar finding of the commit-
tee is that, under the contract labor
system now in vogue at the peniten-
tiary, the convicts are not allowed suf-
ficient time in which to bathe and that
they are not permitted and required to
bathe as often as they shoukd be, The
committee recommends that officials
be directed to provide more frequent
baths and that loager time be given
them therefor. It also recommends
better pay for guards that a better
class of men may be sccured, having
found it a disgrace that men of little
better moral nature than the conviets
themselves are employed to watch over
and take charge of prisoners, The
committee further finds that instances
of inexcusable barbarity on the part of
guards, cell house keepers and other
employes huve been far too frequent,
and recommends that brutality on the
part of an attendant be cause for in-
stant dismissal of the attendent, The
committee finds the contract labor sys-
tem demoralizing to discipline and be-
lieves it should be done away with.
The committee recommends the adop-
tion of the parole system, the separa-
tion of new convicts and hardened
crlminnln, with a view of reforming
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tho newer ones and the establishment
of u night school in the penitentiney.
Altogether the committes has made
some humnne suggestions, and o trial
of them need not injure the peniten-
tiary If, indeed, it does not effect ma-

torial gomd.
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The efforts of ereditors to got any-
thing In the shape of evidence as to
the condition of €. W, Mosher's
finances, by an inguisition in Judge
Tibbetts' court during the past wook,
have inspired a good many people with
ungualified contompt of court.  Among
the withesses  wanted were O, W,
Mosher, D. E. Thompson and W. H
Dorgan.  Mosher declined o appear,
und as he is now under legal duress of
the federal court he was not brought
in on & caplas, Thompson ap-
pearvid, but could throw very little
light upon Mr, Mosher's possessions. W.
H. Dorgan had forgotten everything he
evar knew. He didon't remember how
much he paid Mosher for the prison
labor contract—not even whether it
were near #10,000 or #8100,000. They
all played horse with th : court.
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What s a water commissioner?
What are the duties of such an offloial
in Lincoln? Why Is it necessary for
the water comm’sslor® to come before
the council and recommend that a de-
fective connection between two water
mains be remedied? Why is it not the
duty of the commissioner to remedy
the defeet and save the wind he ex-
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pends In  recommendations®  Some
blundering official in the past has had
a four-inch connection put in at Ninth
and L streets, through which a six-
inch main running west on L street is
fed from a twelve-inch main running
north on Ninth street. The inefe-
lency of the water service at the Buck-
stafl fire was due to that four-inch con-
nection, and now, instead of abating
the blunder without delay, the water
commissioner must, it appears, peti-
tion the city council for permission to
do it. If he were to go to work and do
it, he would be acting morve like a pub-
lie official with some idea of his official
responsibility,
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Mayor Weir has sprung a little sur-
prise on several ciy officials by an-
nouncing that he will include in his
proclamation of the coming city elec-
tion a full and complete list of the
elective city officers. He contends
that the law contemplates that they
shall all be elected at the same time,
and serve two years eah., He con-
tends that the present city attorney,
city engineer, and water commissioner
were elected a year ago to fill vacan-
cles, and not, as generally supposed,
for the full term of two years. He
ulso thinks that the police judge
should, under the charter, be elected
at the samo time as the mayor and the
others. The mayor has announced his
intentions in the matter thus early so
that those intercsted may prepare to
take such steps as they may deem

advisable in the courts. Meantime if
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the mayor has the correct view of the
logal situation, it will add to the Inter-
ot In the coming election.

‘.[’hn water commissioner has sounded
an alarm that is not entirely now, He
says that us the demands mado upon
the South streot water plant Incronse
the suction is likely to overwork the
supply, so that about the time the clty
gobs so that it will nead every gallon
of water it can draw from [ts well, thai
wall is likely to absorb salt water from
the e¢reck bottom and Innugurate
anpther relgn of terror by sending salt
wiater through the elty mains.  This
is but the ropitition of u fear ropeated|y
oxpressod when the olty went to the
bottoms for is water supply. and it s
to b hoped that it is not well grounded,
but it might be the part of wisdom to
gusard aguinst such & contingency na
the flooding of our water system with
salt water,  There are hundreds of
people in Lincoln who believe that the
eresk bottom Is unsafe and unrellablo
and unhealthful as a water supply, and
this agitation Is destined to boe fro-
quently and carnestly revived until the
clty hes other considerable sources
avallable.
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Another erenk has come to the front,
This timoe It is a young man who pro-
posés to ride around the world on
horseback. Of course it cannot be
done, but that fact doesa’t need to in-
terfere with the designs of the crank,
who seeks o make a musee freak out
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of himself. He fondly imagines that
when he has spent two years in con-
ducting a false pretense this crazy
world will go wild to see him. But it
won't. Now il he were to ride a cow
around the world, or a rhinoceros, or u
quisaticutes, or saining ik u horse, he
might deserve some attenidon, but
anyome can ride a horse,
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It does not alwayvs pay young

"

womin to be too loquacious in oxpres-
sion¥'of contempt for gentlemen friends,
One young lady in this eity has just
extradted hervelf from a 1most evabar-
asing dilemma intw which he luquae-
ity hedt precipitated her. [t was Alice
Blooti, & young and remarkably pretty
Russian girl who has been serviog as a
domestic. A your or more 4p sho de- |
sired to wed a young favorsie, but met |
with an effective paternal nay, because
he djd not want her to marry an Amer- |
ican, Aws she was too young to wed
without her father's consent, she had |
to give it up. When John Hingle, a|
young and comely and industrious
countryman, came wooing her some
three or four months since he met
with pmrental favor, but Alice, who
worked up town, spoke contemptuuosly
of himand vowed often that she was
heing foreed by her parents to marry
him, Bhe begged her sequaintanves
up town to prevent her parents from
forcing her to become Mrs, Hingle and
o ce falled to appear at the time set
for hap wedding, when the guests were
all bled. At last, out of compas-
slon 16r hoer, stepe were taken to dis-
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courage the match. Meantime, how-
ever, the parents regalned pociossion
of Alice, and kept her strictly within
their care, and when an officer called
#t hor home to prevent her being sold,
as she had claimed, into slavery for
R100, Alice flatly denied the entire
story of her woe and doclared that she
wis marrying John willingly. At noon
on Wednesday Inst they were married
in the Lutheran church on West J
street, with pomp and parade, and
wedding fineries and festivities such as
have never before agitated the elite
of Lincoln's Russian settlement, But
the endeavors of Alice to make it ap-
pear that she was not anxious to marry
came very near interrupting the pro-
ceedings at a critical moment.
- .
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It is to be regretted that Buckstaff
Bros. have found it necessary to place
their insurance claims in the hands of
an attorney for collection. The in-
surance companies have declined to
settle upon any baesis satisfactory to
Buckstaff Bros, and a law suit will
probably follow. This is to be re-
gretted chiefly because it will delay
the proposed rebuilding of the works,
Meantime some twenty-five business
men have threatened to cancel their
policies in the companies which have
declined to settle,

The ambitious man who Is now

capering joyously around **inthe hands
of his friends™ will soon be writhing in |
chagrin and pain bencath the feet of |
his  encmies. This “hands of his |
friends” business is a chestnut thut
even a consclentious  politiclan  and
candidate foroffice is ashamed to use
at this late day. It is a relic of the
day when the office sought the man,
That day is past.  No man has seen an
office for ten years past that has had
time to go hunting, because there are
always too many callers.  If an offee
wore seen out hunting s man nowadays
it would be arrested for trespassing
upon the rights of designing mammas
and old malds,

One cannot help but wonder how
long Tom Cooke would be sick to have
the offeets manifested in the condition
nnd degree of his rotundity, He has
been under the weather for months,
but his sturdiness of frame is as in-
vulnerable as the rock. The curvature

peared to have any thought for the
outraged law, and all that was de-
manded was that the accused pay back
the money and compensato the detec-
tive for spotting them. Blackmalling
did not go out of fashion when Charley
Crow died, In fact it has grown more
popular, as it now has & semblance of
officinl dignity behind it, If the man
arrested s willing to be muleted and
yields up his money, the county at-
torney can dismiss the case against
him, If he doesn’t yield, the county
atwrney car. go aheed with the proes
ecution,
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Hon, W. J. Bryan will leave Wash-
ington today to return to Nebrasks,
and he is expeocted to reach Lincoln
about the 16th, The elevator in
the Burr block will doubtless soon be
getting a vigorous hump upon itself in
carrying to and from Mr. Bryan's floor
an endless army of place hunters.
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Three conventions promise to makeé
the coming week decidedly interesting
in a political way, and before the next
issue of the COURIER reaches its read-
ers the next mavor of Lincoln will have
been named. The republican conven-
tion is booked to occur on the 14th, the
independent on the 15th and the demo-
cratic on the 16th, The latter, how-
ever, may be changed to the l4th.
There will probably be a eltizens”
ticket opposed o the republican ticket,
and a mighty warm race may be an-
ticipated.

In Merry Old Springtime,

These are the times when the heart
turns to gladnoss, when the robbin
returns and the flowers that bloom in
the spring, all go to make mankind
happy, healthy and prosperous after
a long and dreary winter's eéxistence.
Coming down O street yesterday Col,
Kaley—everydody knows Kaley, the
Home puggy man—was standing in the
doorway of his west store, happy as a
c¢lam at high water Lide. “Well, what's
up, 0 d man,” queried the scribe. “Oh,
nothing much,” was the retort, “but
this weather is great stuff and it's
making business open up in great
shape.  Have you secn my stock lately,
you old duffer,” continued the popular
dealer. “Well, come in and look
through and then say a word about it

of Tom Cooke's vest and the sublimity | 10 your measly sheet.”  Well, we went
of Walt Seeloy's cheek are two of the | 10 Duggy man and seribler, arm in
things that age cannot wither, custom |80, snd truly the array of vehicles
stale, or the upheavals of polities sup- | Proscnia an assortinent tlm.t s larger
pross. | and more varied than any line that the

. | writer has ever seen west of Chicago.
| Two large store rooms *“chuck full” and
I'wo arrests have been reported | esch rig in as pretty and trim condi-

within u week past where the parties | tion as if they had been finished today.
arvested could have settled for s money | There are all kinds of vehicles in every
consideration and been releasod. In|style and desoription, and if there's
both cases the parties were accused of | anything you want in the carriago
oblaining money by fraud or false|line and you cannot find it st the
pretenses, and in both instances the | Home Buggy Co.'s emporium, then it's
sole aim of the prosecution appeared |not to be had anywhere, Why not
to be to compel them to pay back their [take & stroll through that resort,
alleged guins thercby. No one ap-|1524 10 1528 O street?




