~ GOAL AND OIL INQUIR

Inyestigation by the Interstate Com-
merce Commission Approved.

PRESIDENT CRITICISES CONGRESS

In w MMessnco Callse Action Hasty and

Law =and

Will

Inefticient — A«ks  More

Money = Tenrs Probing Resuit
in jmmnnity to Offenders—Huas Sizned

Y.esolution Reluctantly.

Washington, D. C.—President Roose-
Yeni
notupeing that he bad signed the Till-
man-Gillsspie resolution calling on the
Intersiate Commerce Compission 10
investigate tailroad monopolies in oil
and coal, and incidentally zave Con-

sent 1 message o Congress an-

zress & piece of news officinliy it
will attract wide attention.

“1 have signed the jouint resolution

1

I in Lis message Mr. Roosevelt said:

‘insi{ruciing the Interstaie Comimerce
Coinmission to make examinations into
tie subjoet of railroad discriminations
aml monopolies in coal awd oil. and
repors on the same from iime to time.”
I have sigped H owithh hesitation, be-
ransee in the form in wihilch T was

scid it achieves very ltile, and may
nothing, and it is highly unde-
: this Kkind
upm &8s 1o
imprassion of insincerity—that
ending to do sow=ibhing which
is 1ot done—bur atfier much
ition 1 conciuded to sign the reso-
ause its defects can De remes
lationn which I rercby ask
must be understood that un-
thix  subsequent legislation is
vinnted the present resolution must be
mainly, and may be entireiy, inopera-
Liv
“lafars specifying what this legisla-

Hor s 4 wish to eall atrentivn to one

In the first

plies, w parc of the juvestizution re-

gu==ioqd by the House of Representa-
tives in the resolution wdopred Ilet
arv 15, 1903, relating o the oil ind

@ further part having to o
with the anthracite coal jndustey, have
beci: for some time vnder investigation
by the Depariment of Commerce and

These investigations, I am in-

el are approaching completion,

! befove Congress adjourns I shall

T to you tire preliminary veports

s investigations. TUniil these

wrts are completed (he Interstate

Commission conhl not en-

wwoto earry out so much of the

of Congress as refers 1o

Tross

AT

, deas
| resilution

the ground alveady covered without
runiing the risk of seeing the two

tions confliet wmi therefore
more or less puga-

inves

L
render each other

eall your af-
ion to the fact that if an inves-
~‘on of the pature proposed in
inint resolution is thorovznly and
ively conducted it will result in
« fwimunity from criminal prose-
o all persous who are cuiled.
sworit apd constrained by compulsory
of law 1o testify as wimesses:
. of course. such immuaniry from
proseegtion i3 not given io those from
whom statements or information mere-
Iy, I contradistinetion tu sworn testi-
. are obtained.
nis is not at all {0 say that such
tigations should not be under-
. Pubilicity can by itself often
omplish  extraordinary results for
+0; awdd the court of pubnlic judgment
¥ sseure such results where the
1715 of law are powevless. There are
ny eases where an investigation,
in complete  publicit; about
and ziving Congress the marte-
on which to proceed in the enact-
it of laws, is more useful than a
sing! prosecution can possibly be.
Biut it ~hou:. not be provided {or by
Iiw withont & elear understanding that
4y be an alternative instead of an
onal remedy; that iz, that o carry
su the investigation may serve as a bar
to the stuecessful prosecution ot the of-
o3 isclosed. The official body di-
ed by Congress to make thz inves-
tieztion must. of course, carry out iis
direction, and therefore the direction
id not be given withiout fuil appre-
a of what it meaps.
at the direction comuained in the
+ tesolution which I have signed
remein almost inoperative nnless
r is provided to carry our the in-
rations in question. and unless
ihe eommission in ecarrying them out
ix rathorized to administer oaths and
comipel the atfendance of witnesses,
areordingly recommend to Con-
grass the serious consideration of just
whit they wish the commission to do.
and aow far they wish it w go. having
in view the possitle incompazibility of
vonduciing an investigation like this
anl of also proceeding criminaliy in a
court of law: and. furthermore, that a
sutficient sum. & 830.(xH), be at once
. lded to the current appropriction for
- eomnpiission, so as to enable it to
o the work indicated in a thorough
and complete maunner., -vhile at the
sinie time the pover is explieitly con-
terred upon it to administer oaths and
camypel the attendance of witnesses in
eakineg the investigation in question,
wihie,. covers work quite apart from its
ustuar wiaties”

The general tone of the mesrsage will
he considered Dy Congress zs a slap
froamn the Executive. and will zo fer o
<iurb the relations between the two
branches of the Government,

Hewd between the lines the message
' i~ jaken by many legislaiors to mean

thut ureed on by the action of Cong -ess
d the charges of inactivity in prose-
£ areat monopolies, the Admin-
ixtraiion is contempla prosecu-
tion of the Sfandard Vil Company and
tLe - al combina.ions.

-

ting 4

All Quiet in Santo Domingo.
A cablegram received at the Siate
t, Washington, D. C., from
2anto Domingo states that
ining insurrectos at Monti
surrendered 1o the Govern-
at all is now quicg and irau-
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IN TEXAS

Billows of Flame Devastated 80C,C00
écres of Land

PRAIRIE FIRE

[
]
|

. More Than 1900 Iead of Cattle Burned
and Four Unorganized Texas Coun-
ties Laid Waste.

Tubhboek, Texas—The ninst desiruct-
tive ever kuown in the
] Sputhwest swent over four large coun-
tles nortibwest of here. It destroyed
the grass on more than 806,000 acres of
land in Hockley, Lamb, Cochran and
Bailer counties. burned more than
1000 head of cattle to death and de-
siroyed many ranch buildings.

These four counties are unorganized,
aud there are no towns within their
borders. They are devoted wholly to
rianch interests.  The fire started in
the northern purt of Mockley County
five days ago and was swept south and
west by the high March wind that was
blowing. The grass was dry and of
great hejght and it aforded fuel for
the flames that caused the contlagra-
tion 10 become one of the grandest
spectacies ever witnessed in this re-
sion,

The fire raced with the wind across
the breadth of two counties. covering
a dixtanee of fifty miles in a few hours.
This broad wall of fame then swept
sourh and wes:s, extending ifs path of
destruction for a distance of more than
100 miles and laying everyiling in that
broad scope of couniry waste.

Women and children who oceupied
ranch houses Iving in the path of the
oncoming fismes were rescued and ear-
ried 1o piaces of safety ¢n ticet-Tooted
liorses,

It is estimated that the losses caused
by the tive aggregated more than $1,-
O OR,

pritirie fire

TIHREATENSTHEPOWDER TRUST

Bill For Covernment I’lant May Wipe
Out DuPont Contracis.

Washington, D. (. — The Powder
Trust, known as the Dulont Syndicate,
will lose its valuable contracis with ihe
Goverament for making smokeless
powder if a Dbill introduced in the

Touse by Chairman Hull, of the Mili-
tory Affnirs Commirtee. becomes a law.
It appropriates S200.000 for the con-
straction of Governmeut factories in
which the four or five million dolinrs’
worthh of smokeless powder, used an-
nually by the army and navy, will here-
after be manufaciured. It is thonght
the bill will pass, as it has the approval
of the President, ike Secrewury of Wa
and of the Navy.

It is said the Government can make
its own powder for aboutone-half what
it now payvs the frust. If this state-
ment is correct. the Government will
save in a single year on its powder bil
three or four times the cost of the pro-
posed Governmen: powder Liant.

The introduction of the Huill bill was
due 10 an exposa of the working of the
Powder Trust made in the House by

tepresentative Graff. of Illinois, show-
ing that the four great powder manu-
facturing concerns of the country—the
DuTont, the Latdand & Rand, the Inter-
national and the California, which con-
stitute the DulPoni Syndicate—always
put in identical bids in answer to the
Government's advertisement for sup-
plying powder.

REFUSE TO PRINT'LYING LABELS

Chicago Lithographers Offer Co-opera-
tion to Illinois Pure Food Commission.

Chicazo.—Chirazo lithozraphers are
ooing 1o take up the pure food crusade.
Unless certain manufacturers order la-
bels for their food produets which tell
the truth, it was said that the litho-
araphers would not print them.

This was promised by a commitiee
from the Federation of Labor. which
called at the office of the Illineis Purs
Food Coammission. The commities wus
headed by Charles D). Whesler, wlo
said:

“What we {hink is that the commis-
sion ought to go afrer the manufactur-
ers, Half of thie time the dealer sells
an adulterated article without knowing
what Is in it. Then he gets arrested
and fined and has to pay the bill. 1
svmpathize with the small dealer. It
is the Lig manufzoturer who is respon-
sible for this zlucose mixture eolored
with aniline dye that goes under the
name of jam that we are after.”

Assistant Commissioner Patterson
sail he favored the plan of the litho-
sraphbers. ’

INDIANAPOLIS CITY THEATRE.

Tomlinzon Hall to Be Remodelled For
TUse of Anti-Syndicate Attractions.

Indianapoelis, Ind.—Mayor Bookwalt-
er is arranging to give jndependent
theatrical attractions a place in this
city where they may appear.

For more than a year the syndicate
has controlled all the theatres in ibis
oity, and many attractions have not
heen brought here because of the bar
nlaced upon them by the syndicate.

It is the plan of Mayor Bookwaller
to couvert Tomlinson Hall, owned by
the city, into a theatre, where indepen-
dent attractions may appear. The in-
terior of the bmilding is to be remaod-
elled and every appoiniment necessiry
for a first-cluss theatre added. -

Cut O0ld U. 8. Clerk’s Pay.

The Committee on Approprintions of
thie House, Washington, has incorpor-
ated in the Judic Appropriation Lill
4 proviso that every Government clerk
mwore than sixiy-five years old, no mu-
rer what his salary is, must be cut
down to $1000 a year.

TWO RUN DOWXN BY TRAIN.
Tiouble Tragedy =2t FErie Railroad
Crossing Near Corning, N, Y.
Corning. N. Y.—John Wood, of Tror.
Pa.. and Miss Rose Maddox, of this
city, wers insianty killed by a wain
at the Cenireville crossing ol the Mri
Railroad here lare at nighe. The baod-
fes were brought to the local swation.

; day.

The victitos woere driving across the
tracks when their carriage was strucis
by an east-boundl passenger train.

CAICAGQO SALOON TAX §1000.

flnerease Adas 83,500,000 1o Treoasury
1 and 1000 Men o Police.
i

| Chicago.—By a voie of 40 10 28 1l
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%MILLIQN__ABHES REGAINED

Dattle Rings Forced io Give Up Vast
| Tracts of Stolen Lands.

TO BE REOPENED TO PUBLIC

ffuom

tlern  in Sebrasha as Iesnlt  of

Pispossessing  of Realty tobhers=-
The Workk of L. €.

the Secrel Seivice,

Wheeler, of

Omaha, Neb—One milion acres of

ject to homesteading in Nebraska is
the first fruits of the investigations
of the land and fencing frawds which
Nave been perpeirated in this State
I'lhis vast body of land upon which sov-
eral tbensand families can find Lotses
and farms, wili be officially restored
to the public domains on July 1, and
will then e subject to homesizad eniry
fgain. '

For the Iast few years, while would-
be settlers and hogesieaders have heen
running shout over Nebraska takinu
up the bost lands they could find. these
1.000,000 acres bave been within the
fences of the great cattle Larvons, and
it was almest as much as man's life

was worth to enter their great in-
closures and homestead any of the
land which they claimed as their

ful and legal claim thereto.

Rut this is now changed: Governinent
ferrets have gone over tiie State and
have hunted out those lands ilicgally
fenced. and even those upon which iile-
mal filines had been made, and as a Te-
sult 1,000.000 acres wiil be again of-
fered to the public, free. on July 1.
This {ract will be open to the first-
comers who make their filings, not on
160 aeres apiece, but on four times
that much—G40 acres—a full square
mile of land—to settie down and live
on the land flve years and thus secure
a clear title without the payment ot
one cent otber than ibe regular filing
fees of S14.

This is only the first result of the
Yand investication, hovwever, and after
the Government authorities have con-
eluded their sifiings, there will prob-
ably be several mere millions of ncres
veiurned to the Government and again
opened to the public.

Thiz work is being earried on from
ths Government building in Omaha,
under the supervision of L. C. Wheleer.
of the Secret Service. The public has
Lieard of the trails of {he great cattie
barvons amd of the sentences doled out
to them for practically stealing hun-
dreds of thousands of acres, but noth-
ing has been said of the efforts of the
depariment 1o cancel the claims these
barons have on the great Dodies of
lands that tbey have inclosed with
strands of wire.

One of ilie favorite mathods was for
the great cattle man to have his cow-
boys and other empioyes tuke up home-
stends, making the declaration in doing
so that the land was for their own use
entively. But as soon as the final proof
was made, these homestends have been
immediately deeded to the cattie man,
Another favorite method was to get ol
soldiers and soidiers’ widows to malke
these filings. TWheeler's agents have
shown that hundreds of these ex-sol-
diers have been brought from the sol-
diers’ inmes of Towa, Illinois, Nebras-
ka aud othier Central Western States,
haive been paid from £30 to $100 to
file on a certain piece of land, and
when the deed is received from the
Government to transfer this land to the
cattle people. Likewise, hundreds of
widows of Union soldiers have been
utilized to lielp defrand the Govern-
ment and enrich the cattle kines. Two
veoars agzo three ears filled with these
wom n werp hrought to Nebraska from
Iowa in a singzle day to Alliance, Neb.,
and each one filed on 160 acres of land.
which land is now in the hands of the
cattle men and will be claimed by the
Government as fraudulently held.

The “insiders” confidertly expect
that when the Government finishes
with the cattle harons, at least 3.000.-
000 seres of gort lands will be re-
turned to the public domain, and wiil
be subject to bomesteading by bonafide
settlers.

NO TREASTURY DEFICIT NOW.

The Month of February Ends With a
Surplus.

Waslington, D. C.—The month of
February ends with a surplus in the
United States Treasury for the first
time in the current fiscal year which
begun on July 3, 1905. At the close of
business the excess of Government re-
ceints over expenditures for the fiscal
year was $1,102,002. There had been
a deficit in the Treasury for eight
wontbs until now,

The improved condition of the &ov-
ernment finances has exceeded the pre-
dictions of Secretary Shaw and some
of the Republican leaders in Congress,
and it is now believed rhat there will
be a substantial surplus 5y the end of
the fiscal year en June 30 next. The
improved condition is due entirely to
increased  receipts  from  several
sources, for the total dfsbursements
have been iarger than they were last
Yeir.

The state of the Treasury at this
tine is in sharp contrast to the condi-
tion whielh existed a year ago. wlhen

=anny

there was a deficit of $25,405,553.

Revolution in Truguay.
Reports have reached Buencs Ayre
that a revolutionary movewment b
broken out in Uruguay, and the Pre
dent of that Hepublic bas taken ~

=

Anti-EBight-Hour Law in Effect.
Washingion, D. C.—The I'resident

Lioving sigued the aet making appro-
piintions for the needs of the 1sthmian

Caunal Comuussion amd exempting the
canal workers rrein the operatious of
the eighit-hour low, P’resident Shonts
sent a cablezrawm to Chiel Engiueer
Stevens, whe iz nov at Panama, noti-
{ying bim ot the approval of the act.

iceland Seeks Iadependence.
A movewent to declare Icelund inde-
pendent 9f Denmari Las caused con-
siderable uneasiness in Copenhagen.
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Clileaes-- Agitation

a mile railrond fre Bas spiond mapldly
e the States sinee the passaze of the
DOlie daw. Railroad otficials of the
East and West, according to adviees
eolloetod here. admit that the two-con
fare is hound to become zeneral, aund
they ave only hoping ihe day of its
adepiion will he delayed s long as pos-
sihle. .

The abolition of pasees amd the lie-
lief that two cents is enough for most
af the railraads cast of the Mississippi
ta charge are the two sirongest influ-
enees in strengthening the movement.
Many railvead officials Dbelieve they
must offer the lower fare in ouder 1o
weer the competition that is develop-
i fromw e spread of interuyban eiec-
trie lines all over the country. The
aetion of the railroads on the mileage
book question is another thing that is
operating 1o increase the demand for
a4 twa-cent fare.

Michigan took the ipitiative in the
reduction of passenger fares, but tbe
Inw there i= a graded one. dependine on
le earnings of the railroads.  The
fares permitted” to be charged range
from four eents on some roads in the
{ upper peninsnla to two conts on the
jatin lines in the lower State,

This law has resulted in giving {he
y people of Michizan o two-cent fare on
| 7otk miles of main line anmd a two and
i one-lialf cont rate on 400 miles of road,
|
|

The operation of the law has proved

eminently satisfactory to the people
tof the State, and so far as ean be
[ learned s not affected adversely the
revenue of the railroads.

Governor Hanly. of Indiana. has de-

tarmined that the next Legisliture,
whether it be a special or a regular ses-
<ion, shall pass a two-cent law that
shall apply nniformiy to all lines with-
in the State. A universal sentiment
ists ihrouchout the State in favor
£ such 2 measure.
The State of Iowa is aiso moving
rapidly toward a two-cent fare action.
Governor Cimmming rezommended com-
puisory legislation for a family mileaze
book 10 be sold at twe cents flat. The
sugzestion was ignorel and a two-cent
fare bill was introduced in 1905 and
awain in 1906, bur has not been given
consideration by the Railread Commit-
tee of the House.

In Wisconsin the Secretary of State
Lins presented a complaint to the Rail-
raad Commission that he iz compelled
10 pay three cents 4 mile when riding
on Wisconsin lines and that this is an
excessive fare.

The commission is what is termed a
“strong  commission,” hgving  power
over rates. and as the temper of the
people of the State is toward rate re-
duction. there is lititle doubt that the
railrpads there are faeing a two-cent
fare,

Had the Governor's call permitied it,
a two-cont bill would bave been rushed
throuzh the Pennsylvania Legislature
at the last session. There is not the
least doubt that such a measure -will
be introdneed at the session next Jan-
uary. An effort was made to induce
the Governor to amend his special call
so as to permit sf two-cent legislation,
but without effect.

In Virginia a bill has been introduced
requiring two-cent fares, and it will
probably be passed.

In Illinois the State commission re-
cently reported in favor of a reduction
to two cents, but action was postponed
pending further investigation.

In Nebraska it is a foregone conclu-
sion, it is said, to leading commercial
men of the Siate, that a bill will be
offered in the next Legislature provid-
ing for « reduction of fares from three
to two cents. It may becowe an issue
in the campaign.

LIEUT.-GEN, SCHOFIELD DIES.

Noted Army Officer Passes Away at
St. Augustine, Fla.

,  &t. Angustine, Fla.—Lieutenant-Gen-

18

eral John M. Schofield, retired, died at
8.30 o'clock at night. He was seventy-
five years old. Cerebral hemorrbage,
which caused an apoplectic stroke, was
the cause of death.

With the death of Lientenani-General
Schofield the lase of the great army
commanders of the Civil War is
stricken from: the rolls. Generals Will-
iam M, Wherry ana Willlam P. Ennis
were here with him. They were at-
tached to his staff at the time he was
in command of the Army. %

Lake Swallows Village.

The village of Tavennla, built on per-
pendienlar cliffs above Lake Iseo, Bres-
cia Provinee, Italy, was almost entively
destroyed by rocks suddeniy giving
way, apparently because the lake had
eaten into the base of the cliffs. l'or-
tunately the disaster was preceded by
a jond roaring. which alarmed the 1000
inhalitants in time to make their es-
cape. One fishermaa  was  Killed.
About 200 feet of rock and the liouses
on it were swallowed 2p by the lake.

Lonzworths at Home.

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Longworth are
established in the Longworth house,
at BEizhteenth and [ streets, Washing-
ton, D. C.. and the Congressiuan las re-
sumed his duties at the House.

Larthquake Shock in Maine.
A distinet earthquake was felt in
Portland. Me. In several parts of
tle city the shock was accompanied

More Money Cablzd to Japan.

Washington, D. C.—The American
National Iled Cross, through the State
Departwent, cabled to the Japanese
2ed Cross SH0MM, making a toml of
§25.000 so far contributed by the Amer-
ican people and transmitted to Japan
through the Red Crosy for the relief
of the sufferers in the famine-stricken
provinces.

Tiear-Admiral Retired.
Rear-Admiral Trench E. Chadwick
Lias been retired. N

Newsy Gleanings,

Wild dogs are becoming 2 nuisance
and danger in the jungles of India.

A special military commission is now
sitting in Berlin, Germany, considering
the best means of making cavalry as
invisible as possible in warfare.

Sweden is planaing to use for elee-
tricity every ounce of watel now goiag
i waste over ler falis and v ber
| FIver=.

Columbin University and the Na-
Academy of Design lave come
stunding whereby they will
in e esmblishment of a
Iy of fine arts in conuection with
+ New York University.

[HE INSURANGE AXE FALLY

‘hree Mutual Reserve Cfficials Ine
dicted in New York City,

ARCENY AND FCRGERY CHARGED

resident 1, A, Daornham, Vieer're<vient

Genrze . Eldridze aml  Second

Vice-Uresident tieorge Burnbam, Jdr.,
Arvvested and Bailed—Grand Jury's Ae-

tion Spreads Consiernution.

Neew York City.—=The nrst tanzible
resnll o appear as the result of Dis-
triet Atorney Jeroine’s examination of
the testimony that was taken by the
Lesislative  Insurauce  Investigating
Committee was the indictwent of three
officers of the Muia! Reserve Life In-
siuranee Company on cbarges of grand
Jareeny in the first degree and forgery
in the thivd degree. The men indicted
are Frederick A, Burnlzim., president:
Georse D Eldvidge. fivst vice-president,
amd George Burnlam, Jr., second viee-
president. In all tive indictments were
brought azainst each officer. two tor
srand lareeny and three for forgery.
The alleged lareeny and forgery was
hrouziit about, according o the indiet-
ments. by payments of $3000 of the
Company’s money to law tirms, the ap-
parent purpose of which is allezed 0
have heen to sottle elaims tinstg the
conpany, while the real object is al-
Iz to larve been to settle actions
which hud bzen brovght against officers
of the company ax individuals,

The indictments on woich a charse
ol larceny is based alleged that the offi-
cers embezzled Two Sunis, one of 87500
ad the other of 815300, on October 24,
1001,

The three oflicers appearsd in the
Court of General Sessions, whers Judge
O Suliivan dixed their bail at 312,500
for each.

In the tirst case of alleged forgery
{he indictinent charges that $7500 was
entered i the cash book as paid to
Nichols & Bacon, attorneys of . P,
Armstrong, to =ettle a claim of Arm-
strong azainst the insuranee company
arising ont of a coniract between him
amd the company.  In fact, however.
the indictment charges, the money wis
patid to Nichols & Baeon in settlement
af o oaction which they, as attorneys
for JJ. Dougliss Wells, Lad previousiy
hronent against Frederick A, Burnham
individually.

The secoid indictment for forgery
charzes that tae defendants  cansed
S1500 to be entered on the company’s
hooks as made in payment to James
Sehell & Elkus for legal services ren-
dered oy them to the eompany.  In re-
ality,  declares  the indicunent, the
mouey wis paid with insiruetions to
mrn it over to ihe attorney of J. Dong-
Ins Wells to reimburse Wells for dis-
bursements which e elaimed had been
made by him in defending actions
brougl.. against him by Frederick Al
Burnham, individually, and by George
D, Eldridee, individually. and in order
too induce Wells to consent to 2 discon-
tinuance of teose actions.

The third indictment for forgery is
hised on the payment of S50 of the
company’s money on September 24,
1901, That payment. the indictment
charges, was entered in the cash book
as made fo James Schell & Elkus for
legal services. The real purpose of this
payment is, however. allezed to have
been for delivery to Baldwin & White,
attorneys for JJ. Thompson Patterson.
for the purpose of settling one action
which  Patterson  had  previously
brouzht against the company and
acainst Frederick A. Burnham and Geo.
D. Eldridee, individnally. and three ac-
tions which had heen bronzht againsc
Patterson, one hy George 1. Eldridge,
individually. one by Frederick A, Burn-
I, and one by the company.

The indictments produced consterna-
tion among efficials of insurance com-
pianies whose methods were exposed by
the Armstrong committee. Their fear
of the results of the probing of the
Grand Jury, under the direction of Dis-
trict Attorney Jerome, was manifest
when it was learned that many of
them had retained William Rand, Jr.,
former Assistant District Attorney, to
defend them.

SUGAR REBATES INQUIRY.

Charzes of Agrecment Among All Rail-
roads Entering New York Citr.

New York City.—The Federal Grand
Jury in this city bezan to take evidence
in rezard to charges laid before Attor-
ney-(ieneral Moody tuat the railroads
having terminals in New York and
Jersey City were concerned in a defi-
nite agreement in regard to a division
of the sugar freight business and also
had been paying rebates to the Sugar
Trust. The charges. which are bronght
by W. R. Hearst, alleze that the agree-
ment has extended over a long term of
years, and that large sums have been
paid in rebaies.

The evidence eollec.ed in the case
wis  laidd  before  Attorney-General
Moody some weeks azo, and after an
investication the Department of Jus-
tice Las detevatined that che eases shall
Le pushed vigorously at once,

The Delaware. Lackawanna and
Westera Kailroad Company, Lowell M.
Palmer. of Havemeyer & Elder; a
Brooklrn dock comapany aad others are
the defendants in the principal rebate
action, while the other railroad com-
panies centreing in and around New
York appear in other cases.

Free Lessons For Maine Farmers.

Professors in the University of Maine
have perfected plans to travel through-
out the State in a finely equipped
specinl train and give free lessous in
theoretical agriculture to the farmers.

T'all Over Mile From Dalloon.

The envelope of a wmilitary halioon
which was making an ascent at Civita
Lavienin, eizhiven miles sontheast of
tome, Traly, hurst ar a heizit of over
aomile and s eapiain and ezt soldiers,
who were in the ecar, were dashed to
the gromul.

Maple Syeap Season.

The maple syrap season has opened
nnusually early in Somerset County,
Pennss Ivania, gl eonsiderablp quan-
tities have been obtained recently,

Mutual's Pusiness Fell Off.

Ile annual statement of the Mutual
Life Insurance Company for the year
ended December 31 was nutde publie in
New York City, It shows that the Mu-
tual’s husiness in the year of the insur-
anee setdals fell off more than $47.-
Ot Fhe amount of paid for new
Prtsivess in 1 was $229.552.450, and
in 1005 was KIS1.662.645.

Ilaines Steps Down,
president of the So-
s e Prevention of Cruelty to
ietdered  his resignation to
the hoawrd of nanagers at a special
mecting in New York Uiy,

FRENCH GABINET OUT

Resignations Were All Seat in
Simultancously

STARTLINGLY SUDDEN DIFEAT

On Comparatively Minor Debata Over
Church Inventery Riots Govera-
ment is Defcated by Opposition, In-
Cluding Both Clericals and Social-
ists, and Premier Rouvier and Col-
legues Tender Resignations to Fig-
ure-Head President.

Paris, By Cable.—Like a <hot from
a clear sky. the Rouvier Minisiry was
defeated in the Chamber of Deputies
awl immediately resizned,

The eahinet erisis comes at a dra-
matiec momeni, when the Franeo-Ger-
man contest has reached a deeisive
siage, aml may exert an important
adverse tnfluenee on the Alweeiras
eomference and on Furopean atfairs,

The defeat of the sovernment came
on a eomparitively minor debate over
the Churelt diveerors. The government
sueceeded in holding only 254 votes,
while the various cloments in opposi-
tioni—Clerieals, Soeialists and Nation-
alists—united and polied 267 voles,
thus placing the Ministry in a minor-
iy of 42,

Premier Rouvier. with all of his eol-
leagues, immediately proceeded 1o the
Foreign Office, where a joint letter of
resignation was preparved.  Later, DL
Rouvier presented this letter to Presi-
dent  Fallieres, who aceepted  the
resignation.  The President aunounc-
ed his intention of eonsulting the
Presidents ot the Senate and Chamber
of Deputies relative to the formation
ol a new eabine:.

PLOODY RIOT FORMED TOPIC.

The debate in the Chamber of De-
puties was upon the bloody riot dur-
ing the taking of an inventory ot a
churel in the village of Boeschepe,
resulting in the death of a manifest-
ant.

YVarious orators severely eritieised
the government’s course, asserting
that it threatened to preeipitate a re-
ligious warfare.

Premier Rouvier responded:

“The government has the duty to
apply the law. It will apply it with-
out weakness, but also with the pru-
denee. tact and wisdom consistent
with public tranquility. I ask the
adoption of a resolution approving
these declarations of the govern-
ment.’’

The resolution was thereupon pnt
to a vote and defeated. The vesult
was due to a combination of opposi-
tion influences. The vote was more
expressive of personzl antagonism to
the Ministry than of opposition 1o
church inventors.

Named to Murder President.

New Orleans, Special.—Declaring
that her life will he taken unless she
assassinates President Roosevelt. a
woman who gave her name as Mrs.
W. B. Lewaller, of Philadelphia, ap-
plied at central police headquarters
{or protection. She spoke rationally
on all general subjects. but the police
coroner decided to detain her _for an
examination. Mrs. Lowaller s:m} 1.lmt
she fell in with a party ot Socialists
in Philadelphia, and that she was tak-
en to a room there and made to tz}ke
an oath agzainst the President. hem'f_t
wld that she would be clestruyvcl 1f
it was not exeeuted. She saul she
fled to Houston, Texas. but the men
followed her there and that she had
then come to New Orieans.

Western Roads Lower Rate.
Chicago, Special—Western
roads, The Record-Herald says have
decided to make voluntary reductions
in transportation charges amounting
in the aggregate to many million dol-
lars annually. Th2 proposed redue-

tions are to be made in all the rates
gses into which {freizht

rail-

of the six ela
is divided and will be effective in Ilfe
entire territory between the Atlantie
seaboard and the Missourt river. In
ecneral. the reduetions will amount to
approximately 15 per eent.
B —
Not to Strike on Southern.
Washineton, Speeial—In an  au-
Y of

St. Louis, president of the Order of
Telearaphers, stated that the
nthern Rail-
amicably

- - e 3 3
thorized nterview II. B. Perham.

Railway §
differences with the ."m‘
way Company were Deine
adi-nsted and that there wmzlld be no
sirike on Friday as heretofore an-

nounced.
——— B

Republican
Meets.
Nashville, Tenn.. Special—The State
Resuhliean eommittee met here Wed-
qesday aml deeided to eall 2 conven-

; hore August 2 next, 1o

idates for Governor and

Tennessee Committee

tion 1o meel
nemeinae eand

ather Staie offteials, Lines between

the so-epllind  FHyans and DBrownlow

“qetions wore taatly drawn.

Stranded Schooner Floated Near
Cape Henry.

Norfolk.  Special—The  Mernitt
Company. Wednesday afternoon float-
ed the four-masted seliooner George
AL (rant. whieh was blown ashore
ane Henry last Tuesday after-
The veseel was kept afloat by
¢ wauden railroad ties and
v turo Mampton Reads.

WS oWl Lo
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Fhe wonsan whe thinks enly of ler

lonks always looks it

PALMETTO AFFAIRS
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Occurrences of Interest From
| All Over South Carofina

MANY ITEMS OF STATE NEWS

A Batch of Live Paragraphs Cover-
ing a Wide Range—What is Going
On :in Our State.

f— e ——

Charlotte Cotton Market.
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Mr. Evans' Condition.

Marion. Special—Mr. Junius L
Fyans, who was seriously injured lasg
Friday evening by a fall from th eMe-
Millan butlding on Main steeet, is het-
ter, though the improvement in his
coudition is very shiehr. Al first 1t
was thought that the injury would
prove immediately fatal, but now. al-
though he is paralyzed in the Jower
hall' of his hody. some hope of his re-
covery is entertaived. He has been
comscious almost eontinuously. not-
withstanding the intense physicad suf-
tering he has undergone. He s at-
tended by Drs, MsIntyre and Smith of
this town, and his unele. Dr. James
Evans of Flovence. His brother, Mr.
Walker W. Evans of Clio, has been
with lim sinee the injury.

“Lum'® Ward Badly Wounded.

Greenville, Special—C. Lum Ward,
a well known horse trader and farmer,
living three miles south of the city on
the Laurens road. was shot and mor-
tally wounded by George Douglass,
member of the firm of Briscoe &
Douglass, Ward was earried to the
station house, where Dr. W. C. Black
gave medical attention. The shot ent-
ered the left breast and was not locat-
ed. As soon as the physician had ad-
ministered anestheties to the wounded
man he told Ward that he had better
prepare his will, if he wanted one, as
his wound was mortal. The will was
prepared and exeeuted. His death is
likely to oecur at any time.

A Blind Tiger Carriage.

Greenville, Special.—Four gallons
of blockade liquor, two negro women,
a negro hackman and a horse and ear-
riage were captured by officers in the
heart of the eity. All means hereto-
fore devised for transportating liquor.
in the hacks at nicht have been un-
eartlied by the officers. A negro hack-
man had been working a new one.
When he wished to transport liquor he
would get one or more negro women
in his haek and drive through the
streests. Officers oot on to this game
and above arrests resulted.

—

Palmetto Briefs.

Gov. Heyward has announced the
appointment of Mr. Lee (5. Holleman
of Anderson to the position of State
bank examiner. The recommendation
had been made the governor by the
executive committee of the State as-
sociation of bankers.

Mr. L. M. Gasque has reccived his
commission and qualified 2s a mem-
ber of the fish and oyster commission.
Mr. Gasque has been a member of the
legislature from Marion county for
several vears and is one of the most
successful business men in that county
He is well qualified to represent the
interests of the people along the Pee
Dee river who for several years have
been wanting some kind of legisla-
tion.

Supt. W. H. Hand of Chester has
been elected to a chair in the South
(Carolina university, the board of trus-
tees thus adding another strong and
virile intelleet to the teaching foree.
Supt. Hand will be connected with the
department of padagogy. presided
over by Prof. Patterson Wardlaw. It
is the manifest poliey of the board to
cleet young men to the faeulty.

The secretary of State issued a
charter to the Southern States Trust
Company. a Columbia concern, capr-
talized at $4.500. The officers are:
C. S. Barnette, president and general
manager, and . A Washington, sec-
reary.

In aceordance with the request from
{ho meetinz held in Charlotte last Sat-
urday for the pnrpose of diseussing
the Appalachian reserve, Gov, Hey-
ward named a eommittee of five to
o0 1o Washingion at the proper time
fl‘n the effort to forward the promo-
tion of this legislation. The gen-
tlemnen named ave: A. T. Smyth, Char-
leston: W. & Lee. Jr. Roek Hill: Al
Foster MeKissick, Greenwood: Gran-
ville Beal, Calhoun Falls: H. C. Beat-
tie. Gireenville.

Sheriff John A. Dukes of Orange-
burg county has ealled 1o the atintion
of Gov, Hevward a state of aflairs m
Orangebnry county which has annoy-
ed some of the eitizens, and asked for
a reward for the arrest of an ineen-
Jiary whese toreh has destroyed
:Ill"i';:‘-'-:l‘.l'.‘l:‘ of dollars worth of proper-

Derey was commissioned mag-
1erry wias ¢ &

luz =K

< (reek tewnship, Lan-
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