LOCAL OPTION BILL.

It Provides That Each County
Shall Decide for Itself

THE WHISKEY QUESTION.

Proposed Regulations for County
Dispensaries and Licens2d
Liquor Establishments.

Senator Apelt, of Clarendon, will in-
troduce in the Senate at the coming
meeting of that body a bill to submir
at 2 general election the questions of
prohibitinn, dispensary and license to
the qualified electors f each ccunty
and to regulate the sale, use, consump-
tionp, transportation and disposition ?f
intoxicatinz and aleoholic liguors 1Iu
those conoties adopting dispensary or
liceose, snd to prohibic the sale, use.
consumption, transportation and dis
position of aleoholic acd intoxicating
liguors ia the counties adnptiog prohi-
bition and provide penalties for viola-
tion of same.

Section one of the bill prohibits th
manufacture, sale, barter or exchange.
receipt or acceptance for unlawful w
deliv. ry, storing and keeping in posses-
sion in this State any ltyiors which
contains aleohol arnd i used as a bever
age, except as hereivafter provided uo
der a penaity of not less than three nor
more than twelve months at hard labo
ia the State Penitentiary, or to pay 2
fine of not less than one hundred dol
lars nor more than five hundred dollars.
or both fine and imprisonment in the
discretion of the court, forsuch cffense
one-half of the fine in each case to go
to the informer.

Sectiva two jiovides that at the next
general election 1o this State the ful-
lowivg questions shall be submitted to
the qu.lified electors of each counry.
to wit: 1st. The guestion of prohibi-
tion. 20d. The question of dispen:
gary. 3rd. The question of liense
authorized by the constitution in urder
that ic may be determined by a vte of
the people what sha!l be the regula inns
in each coucry pertaining to the liquor
question and the result of the election
shall determine the system adopted in
each county. This section also_provides
the manoer of holding s1id elections.

Scetion three provides that ia the
county or counties in which the majiri-
ty of the qualified electors as deter-
minec by the proper officers and so de-
_ clared by them, is for prohibition, the
manufactare, sale, barter or exchanye.
rec=ipt or aceeptance, for unlawful use,
delivery, storing and keepinz in pos
session within such county or counties
of any spirituous, malt, vioous, fer
mented, brewed (whether Jager or rics
beer) or otker liguors, any compound or
mixture thereof, by whatever name
called or known which contains alcohol
and is or may be used as a beverage, is
bereby prohibited, under a penalty of
not less than three moaths nor more
than twelve months at hard labor in tne
State Penitentiary, or pay a fioe of not
less than $100 nor wore than $300, or
both fipe and imprisonment in toe dis-
eretion of the court, for each offense,
one-half of the fine in each case to be
paid to the informer.

Section four provides that in the
couuty or counties in which the majori-
ty of the qualified electors, as ceter
mined by the proper officers and so de-
clared by them, is for dispensary, a
county board of control is hereby cre-
ated, which shall conzist of the conaty
supervisor; the foreman of the grand
jury, and one citizen of the county who
shall be a tax payer and of good
moral character and temperate habits,
to be selected by the mayor or ivtend-
ent of the county seat of each eouuty,
to continue in offize for two vears, and
shall be subjzet to removal at any tiwe
in the diseretion of siid masor or in-
tendent. The membership of the board
shall receive for their services threz
dollars per day, and shall not charge for
more than three dass in each month.
The supervisor shall be the chairmrn of
the board. Meetings for the transac-
tion of business shall be held each
month, but other mecetings may be
called by the chairman when the busi-
ness demands it. This section goes oo
to prescribe the rules under which the
dispensary shall be ruo, which are very
similar to the pr.sent dispensary rules,
except that the county bosrd has com:
plete control of the sale of all liguor in
the county and the entire mana.emeat
of the dispensary, fixieg the price of the
liquor sold, ete. All the prolits arising
from the liqnors shail go to the free
schools of suid couuty.

Section five provides that there may
be one or more dispensary appointed
for each county by the County Board of
Control and the pluce of business ot
each shall be designated by them. The
section also prescribes the qua idcations
of persons who are to be elccied dispen-
sers. Aoy oue applying for the posi-
tion of dispenser shall state his name,
place of residence, in what business
now epgaged aed in what business he
has been engagced two years previous to
filiog petition: that be is a gualified
elector of this State and a resident of
the county; that he has never been ad
judged guiity of violatiog the Jaws in
relation to intoxicating liguors; is ot
a keeper of a restaurant or place of
amusemeny, and that e is not addicted
to the use of intoxicating liquirs as a
beverage. The appointwent shall be
made oaly on the conditions that the
applicact shall execute to the county
treasurer & bond io the penal suwm of
five thousand dollars, with good and
sufficient surcties conditivned that he
will well and truly obey the laws of the
State of Svuth Caroiiod, now, or hers-
after esforced. in relation to the .ale
of intoxicativg liquors; that he will
faithfully account for all liguors of any
kiod receivid by him as such cofficer;
that he will pay 2!l fines, penalties,
damage asd cost that may be assessed
or recorded against bim for violation of
such laws during the term for which
said appointment is made, and he will
not sell intoxicating liguors ia violation
of any of the provisions of this aet, or
at a place other than that fixed by the
couaty board of control, or on ecredit
The bond shall be for the use of the
county Or any person Or persoas who
may be damaged or jojured by reason
of any violation on the part of the obli-
gor relating to intoxicatiog liquors pur-
chased or sold during the term fur
which said appointment is made. The
said bond shall be deposited with the
county treasurer, and suit thiereoa shall
be breught at any time by the solicitor
or any persou for whose benefic the
eame was given, and in case the condi-
tions thereof, or any of them, shall be
violated, the principal and sureties
thereon shall also be jointly and sever-
ally liable for all ciyil damages, costs
and judements that mny be obtained
agaicst the principal in any civil action

brought by wife, child, parent. guar-

dian, employer or other person uader

the provisions of the law. All other |

the eounty treasurer for the benefit of
the free sehools of the county; said |
bord shall be approved by the couaty
board of eontrol.

Scetion six provides that each dis- |
penser before eatering upon his duties |
shall make and subseribe to the follow- |
ing oath, which shall be endorsed upon |
his bond: “TL. , do solemn- |
ly swear (or affiray) that [ will well and |
truly perform all and sinzular the con- |
dirions of the within bond and keep |
and perform the trust confided in me
to keep and sell intoxicating liquors.
[ will not sell, =ive, or furaish to any
person, any intoxicating liquors other-
wise than is provided by law, and [ will |
ot sell or furnish intoxicating liquors |
to any minor, intoxicated persoa, or
persons who are in the habit of becom-
ing intoxicated, nor will [ sell on eredit
toany one, nor berween the hours of
sundown and suprise, or on Suudays,
snd [ will maketrue, full and accurate
returns to the county board of control
on Monday of each weck, and all cer
tifeares 2nd requests made to o= received
ny me as required by law, the preceed-
ing week, and such retarns to show
every sale and delivery of liquors made
by me, or for mie, duri g the week em
nraced therein, and -such returns shall
show all the liguors sold and delivered,
and also the 2mount received and ex-
penses.”  This seetion also provides
that the couaty dispensaries shall be
sovducted pretty mach as they are now
conducted, with the esception that the
rules are mwueh stricter and the penal-
ties more severe.

Section seven provides that in all
ourchases by the county hoard of con-
irol male as contemplated in this aet,
a certificate shall be attached to each
package certified by their official sizna-
rure, which certificate shall state that
lignor contained in said patkages has
beea purchased by the county board of
eontrol for sale and use withia the
State in the county or counties to
which the liquors are to be shipped un-
der the law of sa'd Scate fir sneh
connty or couaties. Lt also provides
penalties fr the violation of the law.
[t also provides that the counnty board
of control shall buy no package which
shall eontain less than one-half piot
por more than five gallons and the same
shall'be sesurely sealed; and when de-
livered to the county dispenser it shall
be unlawful for him to break any of
said packages or open the same forany
reason whatsoever, provided this sec-
tion shall mot apply to malt liquoss
which may be purchased in cases of
bottles, and shail be sold by the county
dispenser. The provisions for tiae sale
of liquor are same as those ia the pres-
ent dis-ensary law,

Section eight provides that all
licensed druzeists condueting drug
<tores and manvfacturing proprietary
medicines are authorized to purchase
from the dispensaries of the county of
their residence iatoxicating liquors (aot
including malt) and alecuhol for the
purpose of compounding medicines,
tinctures and exstracts that cannot be
used as a beveraze. If said licensed
druggists shall sell, barter, give away
or exchaoga, or ia any way dispose of
said Iignors for any purpose other than
that authorized by this section or shall
mannfactare or compound with ssid
liqnors or alecohol any preparation, or
compound under any form, name or de-
vice, for sale, which may be used as a
beveraze and i3 iatoxicating in its
vharacter he shall, upon econviction,
forfeit his license and oe fired not less
than $100, nor more than $300, or be
imprisoned three months, or both
in the discretion of the court.

Section nioe provides that in such
county or counties every person who
shall directly or indirectly keep or
maintain by himself, or by combining
with others, or who shall aid, assent,
abet in keeping or maintaing any club
room or other place in which intoxicat-
ing or malt liquars are kept for barter
orszle or for distribution or cdivision
by any means whatsoever, and oan every
person who shall barter, sell, dispense
or 2bet apother in so doing shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemcanor and
upon ecomviction thereof shall he
pipished by 2 fine of not less than $100,
nor more thag $500, or imprisnnment
not less than six months, provided, the
eonnty board of ecoatrol shall have the
rower upon a propershowing and under
such rules as they may adopt taappoint
some one as dispenser in hotels, where
tourists or health seekers resort and in
vo other hotels; the sazid dispenser to
give bond as the county dispenser and
be subject to all the provisions of this
act aod the rules of the county hoard
of control and to be subject to all the
paoalties provided for the vinlation of
the law by county dispensers. Said
hotel dispensers shall only sell to
zuests of the hote] who are tourists or
health seekers and the liguor so sold to
them must not be drunk in ths room in
which sueh liguors nre kept and =old;
that all places where alcohnlic lignors
are manufactured, sold. bartered or
given away. in violation of this act, or
where persons are permirted ro resort
for tle purpose of drinkinz alcholic
liqunrs as a beverage. or where alco-
holie liquors are kept for sale, »arter or
de'ivery in viclation of this act, are
hereby declared to he a ecommon puis-
ance. and any person, firm or corpora-
tion upnn conviction of maintaining or
keeping the same shall pav a fine of
not less than two hundred dollars or
wore than five huncred doilars or be
fmprisnoed not less than six months or
both fine and imprisvament at the dis-
eretinn of the court.

S.¢tion ten provides that the mem-
bers of the couaty board -of cantzol
shall receive no samples as a gife or
otherwize, from traveling salesmen
selling lignors or from the manufac-
turers therenf, and shall be reguired
faithfally to earry out the provisions
of this act relaring to 2 county or
eorunties in which dispensaries are
established and fo: any violation of
any of the provisions of this act by
them they shall, upon convietion be
fined not less than one hundred dollars
nor more than five hundred dollars or
be imprisnned not less than six wonths
or bah fine and imprisonment in the
the diseretion of the court. That the
nffizial Londs of the enunty treasurer in
such county or cournties shall be liable
for all wonrys received from the connty
dispeasers by them.

S-etion eleven provides that in the
eounty or conntirs in which the ma-
jority of the qualificd electors as deter-
mined by the proper officers and so
declared by them is for granting license
for the sale of liquors” a license board
is hereby creuted eon-isting of the
gounty supervisor, the fareman of the

grand jury and one citizens of the |
county, who shall be a taxpayer of gnod |

moral character and temperate habits,
to be s:lected by the mayor or intend-
ent of the municipal corporation at the
county seat, te continue in office for

two yeers and shall be subject to|
removal at any time in the discretion |

of the sa2id mayor or intesdeat, which
said board 1s hereby authorized and em-
prwered to license persons or corpora-
tions within such eounty or counties to
sell and retail aleoholie liqnors within
such eounty or eounties under the pro-

moneys collected fO? the breaches of | visions, rules and restrictions herein-
such bond skall go into the hands of |

after provided. The members of the

board shall receive as eampersation for
their services three dollars per day and
shall ot charge for more than three
days in each month.
of tha eounty shall be the chaiaman of
the board. Meetings for the tramsae
tion of business shall be held once in
each month the days to be fized by the
said board, but other meetings may be
called by the chairman when busipess
dewands an extra meeting. The board
shall use as their offize the offi-e of the
county supervisor of the county and
the clerk of the board of county com
nissioners shall acs as the clerk of the
board. The meectings of the board
shail be public and misutes of all busi-
ness transacted and matters bronght
before it shall be kept by the clerk,
which shall always be open for the
inspection of the pud'ic. The board
shall preserve as a part of the record
and files of their office all petitions fur
license, bond and all other pap-rs per-
taining to the granting of licenses, and
keep suitable book for all their trans-
acticos which shall be furnished by the
county like all other public records.
The hoard shall make such rules and
regulations as they may deem advisa-
bie in reference to the granting of li-
cense 1o sell and retail alcholic
liqnars as beverages, which are not io-
consistent with the provisions of this
act relating to such conaty or eounties
The board shall make a guarterly report
to be filed in the office of the county
treasurer showing the names of the
persons to whom license bave been
granted for the proceding yeur, the
pamess of the sureties on the bued of
such pers»us or the lorporstions, the
amnnet received from each for such li-
censes and all other transactions of the
board which said report shall be pub-
lished in one of the newspapers for
su:h county or couanties.

Soction twelve provides that no
license to sell aud retail aleoholic
lignors or beverages shall begranted by
said board t» any personor curporations
exzept to sell apd retail in the muni-
cipal towas and cities within such
coanty or counties and shall not be
granted to any such person or corpora
tion for less than six hundred dollars
por more than twelve hundred dollars
and for any intermediate sum which
may be deemed zdvisable by the board
and only for one year, the number of
licenzes te be granted im any such
eounty or eounties shall be determined
by the said board. Provided, That all
applications for license in towns under
five thousand inhabitants shall be ac
companied by a pstition sigoed by 2
wajority of the frehold voters of caid
town, and o cities of over five thous-
and 1habitants applications for license
must be accompanied by a majority of
the freehold voters in the ward where
the license is to be operated. Lt shall
be uulawful for any person or corpora-
tion to whon license is granted by the
said board ro sell al:obolic or malr
liguors in quantities less than one half
piuter to sell between sundown and
sunrise, or to sell to any minor, drunk-
ard or person in the habitof becoming
intoxieated, on Sunday, or to sell
adulterated or diluted liquors of any
kind. and any person or corporation
for violation of these provisions, shall
upon convietion, be fined not less than
three hundred dollars por more than
five hnodred dollars, or be imprisoned
not lers than -three months nor more
than sixz months in th2 State peniten-
tiary, or both, sech fice and imprison-
ment in the discretion of the court.
This section also specifies the qualifica-
tion of the persoa to whom licenses
wmay be granted, which are about the
same as those of dispemsers. It also
provides for a bond and oath similar to
that of the dispeoser. It also pro-
vides severe penalties for a violation of
the law on the part of those to whom
licenseare granted.

Section thirtean abolishes the State
Board of Centrol aod devolves irs
duties on the chairman of the com-
mitte2 of ways asd means of the house
of representatives and the chairman of
che finance committee of the senate and
the State treasurer. This board shall
take charge of the Srate dispensary and
shall exercise all the pewers and dury
now conferrcd upon the present State
board of controlin the management of
thesame. All county dispensers now
in office shall continue in same until
after the next general election in 1900,
and shall be governed by all the pro-
yisioos of existing laws relating to
them. The State board shail not pur-
chase any liquors except to supply cer-
tain bravds to enable county dispen-
sers to work off the stocks now on hand.
and it shall be their business to.dis-
pose as much as possible of these
stozks so as to close up the operations
of the State and county dispenserirs as
pearly practicable before the general
election in 1900. The said State board
shall sell 2ll 1he wagons, horses, mules.
furniture and 2ll other pharapheroulia
of the State dispevsary on the fir-t
Mooday in January, 1900, at public
auction in the city of Columbia, after
four weeks public advertisement, fur
cash, and torura aver the money aris-
ing from said sale te the State treas
urer, This sectiou vrovided that afier
the general election in 1900 the S-ate
Board shall sell all the lignors on hand
aud close up the business of the State
dispensery.

Section fourteen says the provisions
in this bill shall apply to all coanties
in the State. It also provides that amy
versons handliog eontraband liquor in
the day or nizht time is any ¢runty of
this S:ate o1 delivering the same, shali
be guilty of 2 wisdeweanor, avd on con-
viction shall be panished by imprison-
ment for'not less than three months
nor_more ttan twelve months er by a
fine of mnot less than one hundred
dollars. That no person or corporation
except as provided in this act under
the scctioa relatiog to  counties iu
which dispensaries or license have been
voted, and 1o connties votiog for prohi-
bition shall not be of force. shall bring
orimport into this or transport from
place to place within this Srate by
wagan, cart, buats or other vehicles or
by any other means of wode of carriare
any liquors containing aleohel, undir a
penaity of one hundred dollars or im-
prispnment for thirty days for each
offense, under coavietion thereof as
for a misdemeanor. Thatall fermented
distilled or othier liquids or liquors con-
taining aleokol trapsported in this
State, or remaining bLerein for use,
sale, coosumptivn, storage or other
disposition, shall, upon arrival in this
Srate, be subject to the operations and
effects of this law to the same extent
and in the same manner asthoneh such
liquor or liguids had been produced in

this Siate, vrovided, in counties in |

which dispensury and licenses have
been establizhed by a vote of the eiti-
zens of these counties shall have the
right to imporet liquors in a reasonable
quantity for persopal use and that ino
counties in which prehibition is estab-
lished by 2 vote the right of private
citizens to import for personal use is
h.reby prohibired. That it shall be
the duty of all sheriffs, deputysherifs,
magistrates and constables to. see that
the provisions of this det are observed
and not vivlated, and any of these offi-
cers who neglect or fail 10 perform the

The supervisor

shall be subject to suspension by the |

governor. That in case of conviction
of vinlation of any of the scetions of
this act where puaishment is pot
especially provided for, the person or
persons so conuieted shall be pupished
inthe discretion of the court. That
eitizans of this Stare shall have the

rieht to make domestic wine for their |

own use, but shall pot seil the sawe
ucless to the county board of control
or to some per=0n Or corporation to
whom license has heen granted, ezcept
in counties in which prohibition is
established. they shall not have the
right to sell at all.

Section fifreen provides that when-
ever one-third of the gualified voters of
and eounty shall present a written
petition to the board of county com-
wissionors praving for an election on
the question of prohibition, dispen-
sary or license, it shall bz the duty of
the said board of county commissioners
to order said electivn aud to make pro-
visions for the same, to take place at
the geuzral election following the fil-
ing of the petition.

ELEPHANTS IN THE ARMY.

Bome Pointas as to Their Employment
by the British in India.

One of the most interesting features
of the English army life presented to
the layman in India is furnished by
the remarkable efficiency of the ele-
phant brigade, most highly developed
through the skill ¢f the Burmese in
handling the giant animals. Their
usefulness in India can scarcely bn
imagined by one not familiar with the
amount and variety of work which
they accomplish, but it would be a
serious mistake to imagine that this
degree of wusefulness is attained
through any aptitude of the unwieldy
animals or natural tendency toward
it. It is due solely and entirely to the
wonderful ability of the natives in
training the huge animals and over-
coming their mnatural inclinations.
This cannot be too highly praised.
Neither must it be imagined that the
use of elephants In army life is not at-
tended by great disadvantages, not the
least of which Is the difficulty with
which they are transported.

Naturally the elephant is not an in-
telligent animal. He can be taught re-
markable things, in which his strength
and endurance play an important part,
He can never, however, perform these
feats without continual attendance and
direction. Abstractly, his power of
work Is unappreciable; when directed
by skillful hands, however, it is re-
markable.

The transportation facilities which
are provided for the sole use of the
elephants are quite as remarkable. I
witnessed recently the loading and de-
training of a lot of elephants on the
IMadras Railway. Both were remark-
abyle processes. In loading a rope is
fastened to his fore-leg, and a lot of
natives haul and pull at it to induce
the animal to take the first steps into
the car. This is only accomplished,
however, by admonishing him in tne
haunch by means of a tusk. The first
gtep taken is rapidly followed by the
others until he stands safely on tke
Car.

This portion of the task Is accom-
plished comparatively easily, however,
when compared with the next. At first
he is timid and slightly frightened,
but when the car starts his fear is won-
derful to behold. Though he may ride
a2 hundred times he never overcomes
this fear, though it is much more pro-
nonnced when he takes his Initial ride
after, say two months’ acgquaintance
with civilization. He rends the air
with wild trumpetings, endeavors fruit-
lessly to escape, and only ceases his
efforts when the car has again come
to a standstill.

Of course, wonderfully strong cars
are necessary to hold him, They are
made completely of Iron, with huge

- {ron bars rising to a height of ten or

twelve feet above the platform. Often
these cars are rendered useless by the
twisting of the bars, due to the applica-
tion of the occupant's remarkable
strength.

In transporting the elephant by sea
the difficulties are almost as great.
They are raised by means of 2 canvas
sling from the wharf to the ship,
strugzling to escape and rending the
air with the cries. Once aboard ship
they are easily managed, the motion
not affecting them, because they do not
see the moving panorama before them.
Unloading them is easy. They are
lowered to a raft beside the ship and
allowed to swim ashore. They take
to the water easily and are excellent
swimmers, being able to 6wim e_ig_ht or
ten miles at a stretch without tiring.

The size of the Indian elephant is
usually about eight feet in height and
ten feet In length. 'The male is a little
larger, perhaps, eleven feet, and
weighing about 5,000 pounds,

A Pure and Simple Poker Story.

This is 2 poker story pure and simple.
It was a particularly naughty game,
too. because It was played by a young
woman of high social standing against
ner owr ther, and the cheating that
went on-—but that comes later in the
tale.

The thing reaily began last summer.
This particular girl began to tease her
respected papa for & Dew horse and
fran.

Papa pleaded poverty, but the young
woman kept on until the other night
the thing was at last decided.

“I think it's mean,” she cried almost
tearfully. “You and Uncle Tom and
the hoys were playing poker last night,
and I know you won, You might give
me that trap.”

Papa laughed and sald something
aLiont penny +nte, but one of the afore-
mentioned “boys” who happened to be
precent suddenly locked up at the woe-
begone maiden with & sly wink.

“I te]ll you what, Uncle Ned,” he
drawled, “suppose you play her for it.
it vou win she’s never to mention it
again under penalty of starvation, and
if she wins she can have it.”

Papa poo-hooed 2 bit, but Uncle Tnm
eame in and joined agalnst him, the
girl herself was willing, and so, &8 her
Juck on the few occasions when she
had plaved poker had been proverbial-
1y bad, a’ 'ast ber siern parent relaft-
ed. and the game began. -~

Put he had counted without his host.
There were three, not Ofe, agalnst
him, and “the cards they weré stacked
in a way that T grieve.”

He becan to lose and kept on losing.
He held fair hands. but his daughter’s
were always a little better, and for
such a greenhorn at-the ‘game sha
played them with a skill that was re-
markable, . 5

Of course she won. The game was
got up with the express purpose that
she should win.

And equally, of course, she got the
trap. She has it now. They meant to
tell papa the “little joke,” Dbut thery
haven't vet, because he is heard to
use Improper language whenever the
dainty vehirle comss in view. Also,
incldentallv. he has left off playing
poker. Says he can't afford it. YWhere-
at his wife is jovful. So wasn't that
a ecase of one small wrong making two
rights? ¥ z

The rarest pocket handkerchlef in
the world 1s possessed by Queen Mar-
garet of Italy. It s of lace. Is estimat-
ed to be worth £5,920, and tonk twenty
years to weave. The handkerchief is
g0 lizht that it is scarcely felt i placed
on tbe hand.

Tezos at twelve cents a dozen are
cheap food. At sixteen cents they are
expensice, and at twenty-five cents
a dozen they are extravazant

.I’roba.bly tne oldest liv'ng c§1i5£ isa
widow who lives near Damnow, Ala.

duties required of them by this acblShe is ninety-three years old.

STARTLING NEWS. |

The Bubonic Piague Raging in

Capital of Hawaii
SAN FRANCISCO ALARMED

Several Transports From Manila
Held IniQuarantine. Plague
Rampant in India,

China and Japan.

Tte army transports Centennial and
Newport, which arrived at San Franeis-
co Thursday night from Mapila, via
Honolulu, bring the startlineg news that
the bubonic plague is raging in the
eapital eity of the Hawaiian i-lands
[t is understeod that the seourge was
brought into Honolulu by vessels from
one of the infected ports of China.

The news of the breaking out of the
pligne in Honolnln has ereated some
alarm among the California State anl
ety teanin officrals, and every preean
tino is heing taken to prevent a possi-
hle admission of the disesse into San
Francisco. The tran-ports Centennial
and Newport, which arrived Thursday
night, aud the Tarter, which arrived
from Manila Filday, are now at tle
quarantine station undergoing fumiza.
tion and will be detuived at Angel
island for seme time.

News from reliable sources in the
Orient is to the ffeet that the disease
1z prevalent in China acd Japan to an
unusual extent aed that the officers at
Manila have taken precaution to pre
vent the plague fram getting a foothold
there. News from Bombay is to the
effeet that the plague is rampant ip
India, and in view of these conditions
the authorities in Sin Fraocisco arnd
every port on the Pacific coast will
:2ke strenuous precautiors to prevent
the introduction of the buboric plague
oa this coast.

A SAD ENDING.

A Horrible Accident at a Christmas
Behearsal.

While the school children «f St
Franeis school, Seventeenth and Vine
-treets, Qainey, Ill., were rehearsing
Friday aftiernoon for an entertainment
t0 be given next Thursday evening, one
f their dresses cauzht fire from a gas
jet and 10 minutes later four of them
were buroed to death, two died an hour
ater and five others died before mid-
uight. Half adozen others were burned
wore or less severely.

The first started ina little dressiog
room. Threeor four liudle girls were
ireszing for the rehearsal and laughing
raily awong themselves. A duzen oth
-rs were grouped iu the wiogs of the
-tage near thefootof the stairs deseend-
ing from the dressing room. The virls
u the dressing room had nearly com-
pleted their costumes when one of them
orushed against the gas jut. A touch
of the flame was sufficient; and io an
imstant her dress of eotton and light
cloth was isa blaze. She sereamed and
ran out of the room communicaiing the
plaze to the cthersassheran. Oue of
the “girls, with her dress ina blaze,

jumped out of 2 emall window into the

-tairs leading to the stage avd then
down the siairs. A flamiog torch she
was, as she alwost fell down the stairs
and rushed into the groups of children
standing in the wings. They were all

clad, like her, in the fancy costumes of |

zotten, lace and silk, and the fire
spread with incredible rapidity from
spe-tothe other. There was 14 chil-
dren in the caste of the “hristmas en-
rertainment, and only a few escaped.
[t was overin 10 minutes and in that
time four perished, scven were fatally
nuroed and others more or less severely
injured.

Frank M-asholt, a teacher of the
school, was standing at the foot of the
stairs from the dressinz room when he
heard the ery of ‘'¥ire!” and turning to
where itcame from, saw the flush of
dame in the dressirg room. He was
nalf way up the the stairs at one bound
xhea he met a child rushing avd tumb-
ling down., a mass of flames from head
:0 foot. Tearing off his coat, he threw
it around the blazing child and en-
Jeavored to extinguish the flames, but
-he jamped ous of his arms and rashed
5n down past him, still wrapped 1o his
soat, into the group of other children
-randing about in the wlogs of the
stage.

All the telepbone lines in the nezigh-
norkood were in service summoning
-urgeons, and in a few moments pearlv
all the doctors in town were on hacd.
Besides the many patients within the
smoke-stained walls, there were dozens
f faioting and heart-broken women
rithout.

. A Great Invention.

James Gresham, of Brooklyn, has
found capital to demonstrate the com-
mercial value of his corkserew boat, for
which is anticipated a speed of 30
miles an hour. A syndicate of New
York ecapitalists has agreed to furnish
£50,600 with which to build a swall
boat on the corkserew plan, with the
further nnderstanding that if it di mon-
strates its ability on 2 commercial scale
t0 approximate the speed which the
mrodels have reached, the syndieate will
furnish scfficient capital to build 2
mail boat. The ioventor premises that
his eraft will cross the Atlantic in less
than three days. The vessel, the con-
struetion of which i= being arrunged for
at the Newport News shipyards. is not
intended for passenger service, butonly
for the conveyance of mails and fast
freight and for use in life saving sta-
tions.

It is so eonstructed that it can
penetrate the surf or the waves of the
roughest water. The boat is eylirdri-
ealin shape, with a serpentine flange
like a corkserew extending from bow to
stern, and the outer shell revolses
through the water, while the inner
compartment maintains its cquipoise.

To Patrol Our Coast-
A special to the World from Halifax
says:  Great Britain is appereutly pre-

paring to pairol the Atlautic coast.
The report that the larger part of the
Bsitish North American and West Io-

| dies squadron bave received orders con-

cerping the alleged violation of the
peutrality laws by vessels leaving Ame-
rican ports with contrabard of war
seems to be well founded. Oae of the
officials of the pavy yard sald arrange
ments are being made for the dispateh
of at least two vessels te do patrols
“duty om the South and North Atlantic
coast. Tke cruiser will sail immedi-
ately after receipt of final orders.

Lovers of Music.

The lovers of music—their name 1s
legion. All these want a first-class
piano or a first ¢lass organ.  Such in-
struments may be had from D. A.

i Pressley, manager of the Columbia, 3.

(., branch of the widely koown Lud-
den & Bates Southera Musie House.
Write him for particulars, or call at
his store on Main street. *

The Mizration of NMoblna.

For many years naturalists like An-
dubon and Wilson studied and wrote
of this bird before it was known that
there were “robin reosts,” z2s well as
pigeon roosis. Only within the last
few years was the fact brought out
that 2 bird more familiarly known than
the passenger pigeon followed this
mode of spending the night, although
it adopted spring instead of fall for
massing by bundreds iz & high shel-
tered wood for a might's protection
from cold, or because it is the period
beiore pairing time, or for some other
reason at present bevond man's ken.
With what stealth must this well-known
and much-observed bird have found iis
way in such numbers to the same patch
of timber night after night in the early
months of the year, according to lo-
cality coming from all directions so
swiftly that a secreted observer could
not count, keeping up a2 chatter that
could be heard for a long distance, un-

til the last bird, somewhat belated, |
perhaps, found shelter In the darken- |
ing grove, when all became silent as |
thousands of wings were folded to rest, !

Another peculiar trait of the robin,
unnoted except by so keen an ob-
gerver of bird ways as Maurice
Thompson, Is that, with all its friendly
and confiding relations with the human
family during the time of nesiing and
rearing its young, in the fall of the
year, it becomes a wild bird, betaking
itselt largely to the woods and even
the secluded parts of mountaing, at this
season showing little dispesition to be
on familiar terms with man, giving &
note of alarm apd dying high and
swiftly when surprised at his approach,
At this time they range cver extensive
tracte of country, but nearly always
evince a tendency to seclusion, The
writer has seen them in small flocks
fiyving over a wide valley at such an ele-
vaticn that only by the well known
sharp squeak, rather than by the eye,
could he surely determine that they
were robins.

Even in its migratory habits this bird
{s somewhat peculiar. They seem to
move southward in the fall with more
tardiness than most other birds, al-
lowing the increased severities of the
cold season to push them off the win-
ter's edge. Or are these late goers
the birds inured to cold by a residence
in the States further north, which,
coming southward, take the place of
others that have gone earller in the
season? The question of identity, al-
ways a difficult one, almost precludes
argument on this point.

An Artistic raluure.

“Never!” said the stern-faced father
to the falr-faced daughter, who stood
before him in an attitude of petition.
“You have brought me the surprise
and disappointment of my life. Marry
a Smith! I say most emphatically and
decidedly, no! That is final, my child.
We trace back beyond the flood and
through a royal line. We were among
the firzt to visit the shores of this new
world and among the earliest settlers
of Detroit. Have you no pride; mno
proper sence of your importance? Has
it come to a point where I must exer-
cise paternal authority in such a mat-
ter?”

“0Oh, I guess the Smith family is as
old as it is numerous,” for the girl has
a dash of American independence. “No
Indian maiden ever saved any of our
family in the earlv history of the coun-
try, that I cawr Jiscover, and if you
make it an issue, I'll undertake to show
that the Smiths have all the best of
L™

Now the old gentleman’s face was
red, and his eyes wer2 smapping. It has
been his way 1o cow his family by
dramatic action, and in this case he
wanted to throw in a little of the melo-
dramatic. To do this he must be upon
his feet, and have room. He sprung
forward with the air of a tragedian,

| but he was in one of those narrow

chairs with a frayed cane bottom and
stiff arms. The chair clung to him as
he leaped and he looked toc ridiculous
for words. He swore violently. The
daughter screamed with laughter. His
supreme dramatic, effort was a howling
farce, and he collapsed.
“Smith” is on the carde
TS

An Absclute Cure, =~
That alecholism is a disease is yni-
versally reengnized. To find a care fur
that disewse has been one aim of science
for many long vears. It remained for
Dr. Leslie B Keeley to discover such
cure. Mr. N. A. Jordan, of Cheyenne,
Wyoming, who atteuded 2 Kecley Io-
stitute, writes: ‘[ am more thao ever
convinced that I succeed(d in getting
just what I went for. to-wit: an abso-
lute and positive cure for the greatest
curse of the aze—whiskey. I have
been workivg harder than ever before
and find it no trouble as [ am erjoying
better health than for years—thanks to
the Keeley Trearment.”

THE priunters ou a Kansas paper got
the editor in trouble by shifting a
eomma. He wrote: “‘Two yourg men
from Seott went with their girls to
attend a teacher’s ivstitute and as soan
»g they left the girls, got druck” The
compositor shifted the comwa and it
read, “'as soon as they Ioft, the girls
got drunk.” The girls went huoting
for the editor, but helels.

S1. Louis is the abiding pliez of
one of the most indepenest individuals
in this country, sne James JSids Hew,
who refused to accept a fortune of $1,-
000000 b gueathed to him, becanse he
had pot carved 1t by bis own efforts.
He has recently attracted scme wore
attention bv a donation of $2,000 to
the poor of St. Losis.

Christmas Dinner.

No ill effects need follow the eating
of a big Christmas dinver if, afcer
same, you take “"Hilion's Life for the
Liverand Kidoeys.” 23cabottle. tf

Orp husbands seem to be in demand
in  Penusyivania A rural  paper
recently contained the advertiscment
of a TU-vear-old denizen who wanted a
wife. Iunalitde while he had abont a
thousards apswers from women who
were willing to help him break the
monotony.

“T have used voar *Life for the Liver
and Kidneys' with great benefir, and
for Dyspepsia or any derangement of
the Liver or Kidnevs I recard itas be-
ing without an equal.”  James J. Os-
horne, Attorney at iaw, Boliston,
Henderang Ta . N (!

Ginning
achinery.

0
The Smith Pneumatic Suction
Elevating, Ginning and
Packiug system
Is the simplest and most efficient oo
the market. Forty-eight complete
outfits in South Carolina; cach
one giving - absolute
satisfaction.

Boilers and Engines; Slide
Valve, Automatic and Corliss.

My Lisht and Heavy Log Beam Saw
Mills cannot be equalled in design, ef-
ficicncy or price by any dealer or manu
cajturer in the South.

Write for nrices and catalozues.

V. C. Badham,

1326 Main Street,
COLUMBIA, S. C.

p ey e T T

BovalElastic Felt Mattresses

Greetings.
fle wish all a Lright and prosperous New Yrar, especially
those, who are the happy possessors of one of onr

%

call on your nearest dealer.

Yours truly,

We hops the success of every reader of this paper is as
well assnred as the success of our mattress.
grows steadily and the most gratifying part of it is the daily
receipt of voluntary letters from new customers, - expressive
of great’satisfaction and comfort derived from use of same.
If you are interested in good bedding, and all oucht to be,
If he does not handle thew,
write to us direct for descriptive pamphlet.

ROYaH & Borden, .yuracruzess,

The sale of same

GOLDSBORO, N. C.

J. Wilson Gibbes, Manager,

Dealers!
HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR

FIREWORKS ?

Drop us a postal and the next mail will bring you a price list of the - -

Best Goods at Lowest Prices.
Columbia Stationery Co.,

_Wkolesalers of Bags,

Paper, Twines, ete.
COLUMBIA, 8. C.

A Little Luck at Monte Carlo,

A ghort time ago a young man pald
his first visit to the Casino. and with
an absolute lack of kmowledze of how
the gome- is played, threw down a
louis at the trente-et-quarunte table.

trring to follow the zame, h2 paid ro
further attention to it until tbe croup-
ier called his attention to the tact that
he had staked the maximuwm and that
te must remove his winnings. Entires

had “doubled vp” untll it had reached
the maximum. He obeyed the croup-
‘er, leaving on his stake, ard black
‘ecame up again. Now he began to take
some interest, and as he had chanced
on 2 run of fifteen blacks he skortly
afterward left the table with sixty-
eight thousand franes for the run over.

He seemed to have no desire to pur-
sue Dame Fortune any further, and at
his first loss he left. Moreover, it
would seem that on this particular oe-
casion the plan of the temptress did
not seem to have succeeded, for the
next day the hero of the previous
‘evening was to be szen coatentedly
staking single louis again, and he left
Monte Carlo at night earrying his win-
ping almost intact. The name of this
most fortunate, most wise young man
was the Baron Rolling.

Prehistoric ﬁlan's Favorite Food.

What was the favorite food of pre-
historic man? . According to Dr. Ma-
tiegka, of Prague, it was his brother,
He proves from an examination of
some prehistoric remains at Knovize,
in Bohemia, that the people who bur-
ied them were cannibals, not from
need, but from choice, and that they
preferred the flesh of their own rela-
‘tives, especially if young and tender,
to that of their enemlies. Ha also con-
rends, and most anthropologists seem
o agree with him, that the eating of

nman flesh In prehistoric times

wread all over Europe, thy practice
1ng first induced by scareity of other
od, next by preference, and was fin-

Iy persisted in for religious. or, rath-

r, ceremonial reasons. The flesh waa
un every case prepared by cooking
sometimes with fue juice of oranges
ind lemons.

Needed in the Business

“] say,” said the business man to the
detective, “some fellow has been rep-
resenting himself as a collector of ours.
He has been taking in more money
than any two of the men we have and
I wa'P,t him collared as quickly as you

.

“All right; T'll have him in jail in
less than a week.”

“Great Scot, man! I don't want to
put him in jail; I want to engage
him.”—San Franecisco Examiner.

“His Explanation Went

“You were letting your horseless car-
rlage run 2t an illegal rate of speed.”

“Well, you see, judge, it was the first
Yime she had been cut of the stable for
a month, and that idiotic new hostler
of mine gave her a double allowance
of kercsene, and, besides this, I was
trying to drive her without blinders,
E.nd-—"

“Discharged. Next
land Plain Dealer.

case."—Cleve-

“I never knowed till jist now, Willie,
de utter lonesomeness o' me situawash-
un. While I'm smokin’ dis eigar
ev'rything I got in dis world is goin'
up in smoke.” .

Macfeat’s

School of

' SHORTHAND

—AND—

TYPEWRITING

COLUMBIA, 8. C.

This School has the reputation-of being the
pest business institution inthe Stare. Grad-
uates are holding re nunerative positions in
mercanti'e houses, hankiug, insurance, real
estate, railroad offices, &c., in this and otler
States. Write to W H Macfaat,
Setenographer, Columbia, S.C. for terma, ete

MONCY T0 LOAW

On improved real estuate.
Interest eight per cent.,
payable semi-annually.
Time 3 to 5 years.

No commissions charged

Jno. B. Palmer & Son,

CENXTEAL NATIONAL BANK BTILDING,
1205 Plain St., Columbia, S. C

Jno..S. Reynolds,
i Attorney at Law,
CoruxeIa, S. C.

[t chanced to fall on black. Lost in-

1y unheeded bhis twenty-fraoe plece.

“Machinery

Mill Supplies™

1f you need anything in the

above line write us. Prices
are steadily advancing, and
there is every indication of
further advances. Buy Now
and savi MONEY. Pricesand
estimates cheerfully submit-

ted. Now is the time to buy.

tngines and Bolers, | ws
Saw and Grist Mills, | oy
Woodwarking achinery,
fico Hullers,

Briek Machinery,
frain Drill. y
W. H. Gibbes & Co.,

804 _Gervais Street,.
COLUMBIA, S. C.
N ear Union Depot.

KIDNEY,

BLADDER, URINAR AND

DISEASES, DYSPEPSiA, INDIGHSTION
AND CONSTIPATION POSITIVELY
CURED BY THE Usk OF :

— Dr. HILTON’S —

LIFE

FGR THE

LIVER AND KIDNEYS.

A vegetahle preparation, wherever knowm
the m &t popuiar of all rem-dizs, begiuse the
most effectual.

Sold v:fltlolesa.le by— ;
he Murray Drug Co. Celumbia.
- Dr. H. Baer. Charlestoz, .‘-‘l"\m e

WANTED!

Every one to know that the

KEELEY CURE

for DriNg, DruG and ToBacco
addictions is now re-estab-
lished at Columbia, S. C.

Call or writs,

The Keeley Institute,

1109 Plain Street.
No other in the state.

Man’s strength
lies in his
stomach.

A poor, weak digestion debili-
tates and impoverishes the bodyzs
No need confining one’s self to -
certain simple diet, on this ac-
count, when with the use of
“Hilton’s Life for the Liverand
Kidneys’ any kind of f
be eaten with comfort.
bottle.  Wholesale by

TEE MIIRRAY DRUG CO.,

25¢ a

COLUMBIA, 8. C.




