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San Juan, Puerto-Rico,
December 23d, 1898.

To General GUY V. HENRY,
Commander of the Department,
San Juan, Puerto-Rico.

Sir.:

The Council of Secretaries has seen your letter of
yesterday and answer to its two principals points.

1? That the economies indicated appear, more |

extensive, in the project of the budget for 1899 which
I announced to you some days ago and which is to be
in force from the 1.st of January next if you impart to
it the sanction of your absolute and supreme power.
In the aforesaid budget — following your directions —
not only is the number of employees diminished, it
being already very limited, but the respective amount
of their salaries is lessened, the reduction beginning
with those of the Council itself, which on the i
House of Representatives (OAmara insular]) of Puerto
Rico assembled in July last, proposed the measure.

Be pleased to examine the following numbers, so
that these informations drawn from unquestionably
certain data, may be adjoined to other informations
besides, which you undoubtedly obtain from persons
outside the Council.

Pesos. Cts. Pesos Cts,

Amount of the Budget project)
deducted from the difference |
which had been paid accor-$...... cos
ding to the afore said de- |
monstrated estimates....... J

Economy realized in the pre-
ceding estimates and the de-
tailed project for 1899..... .

The customs were estimated
for the present conomic year
to amount t0..cceeccca ... 3132900 ..

The Wheat Flour imported
amounts to nearly 13000000
kilos: pays a tariff duty of
4 pesos per 100 kilos and
yieeds a revenue of nearly..

1148151 42

500000 ..
Excess of Revenue over Cus-
toms, duties on wheat flour

being deducted..... asecese 20632900 ..
Amount of the Budget proyect
deducted from the preceding

TeXCeSS T .cerecaea e 1462276 22

Excess of Revenue.... 1170623 78

Il is therefore demonstrated : (1) that an economy
hasbeen realized which amounts to 1,148,151.42 and
2) that the Customs, even though the duties on wheat
our be abolished, not only cover the Expenditures but

Pesos. Ctvs. Pesos. ('tvs.|81Ve us an excess of reveune amounting to 1,170,623.78.

ey

The Budget for 1898-99, pu-
blished in the ¢ Official Ga-
zette ” number 147, dated
June 23d, 1898, which was to -
be in force from the 1st of
the aforesaid month of June
to the 3lst of July 1899,
T g

The Budget of the discontinued
and abolished “ Diputacién
Provincial” for the same eco-
nomic year amounted to....

Both of these amouted to.
The sums which, with the
change of Sovereignty, cea-
sed to be obligations of this
Treasury amounted to :

For General Obligations. 498501 60
Olergy.cccceceacnaicas ». 197945 ..
N Y S —— . 1252377 76
Marine...coevancee coss . 222668 20

2171492 56 4781920 20
Total of the obligations which

ceased to exist and which are
deducted from the amount
of the Budget.............

Difference that had been ex-
pended without the realized
economies which are hereby
QRIS . oo ossssnves sasels

2171492 56
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2610427 64

Qalculated Budget for 1809 and
which is formed of the follo-

wing items :
General Obligations .... 19580 ..
State Department....... 304995 ..
Justice Department..... 201452 22
Finance Department..... 169610 ..
Interior Department..... 766639 ..

Total of the Bueget project.. 1462276 22 1462276 22

It ought to be noticed that in the Budget ante-
project for 1899 there appear more than 100.000 pesos
for obligations which concerned to the abolished “ Di-
putacion Provincial” and that 600.000 pesos are de-
signated in the section of Fomento (Interior) for
highways.

We do not believe the state of a country to be so

4457327 31 |difficult nor so grievous, whose estimate for expendi-

tures, as you see, undergoes all of a sudden a reduc-
tion of 1,148,151 pesos 42 centavos ; that work not
having been accomplished without the cooperation of

324592 89 |the Council of Becretaries, whose sacrifices are well

compensated with the confidence and love of their

4781920 20 |people. '

2. Asregards municipalities, and the evenness of
political forces in them, the Council of Secretaries
showed that it always seeks for the counter-balance
and equilibrium of all tendencies. And so it proposed
for the municipal Council of San Juan ELEVEN liberals
and THIRTEEN radicals; but in thefface of the resigne-
ment of the latter, which was published in tones of
injurious haughtiness, it feared lest, its generosities
being disavowed, it mingt have been slighted in the
remaining municipal councils, and abstained from
appointing radicals, except in the cases in which their
assent could be’.relied on beforehand.

 §

4. In such a direction, tae purposes of the Conu-
cil, it is clear, will cooperate ith pleasure to the
work which you are pleased to announce to me, bu-

| without it being understood by this that the Governt

ment ejects from their places in the municipal Corpo-
rations those .. ho today occupy them.

We know, General, because you told me so yes-
terday, that you have not such intentions. And the
Conncil of Secretaries, identified with your wishes,
submits to your examination a formula which it deems
convenient,

That is: .
Until the municipal Corporations be elected by
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vacancies shall be covered so that the equilibrium be
not destroyed. And the aspirations of the military
Government and those of the Concil of Secretaries
which wishes to do justice and to march on to concord.
In the assembly of the 19 th. which you presided
onlyne call to union was heard: yours which was
repeated by the President of the Concil and the Se-
cretary of Justice, while from the radical field there
as not an orator who would take up that noble in-
ciative.
I doubt not you v ill aprove our attitude,
Very respectfully,
Luis Munoz Rivera,
Secretary of State.
Approved and returned
with letter herewith,
GUY V. HENRY,
Major General Vls,
Commanding Department of Porto Rico.

TRADUCCION

Diciembre 23 de 1898,
General HENRY,

Comandante del Departamento.
San Juan.

Senor :

El Consejo de Secretarios ha visto vuestra carta
de ayer y & sus dos puntos capitales responde :

1?2 Que las economias indicadas constan, mds
extensas, en el proyecto de presupnesto para 1899,
que os anuncié hace algunos dias y que debe regir
desde el 1? de Enero préximo, si le impartis la sanci6n
de vuestro poder supremo y absoluto. No solo en
dicho presupuesto se disminuye — por indicaciones
vuestras—el nimero de empleados, ya limitadisimo,
sino que se rebaja la cuantia de los salarios, empezan-
do por los del propio Consejo, que, al reunirse en Julio
la Cdmara insular de Puerto-Rico, propuso esas me-
didas.

Servios examinar las cifras que siguen, 4 fin de
que estos informes, que emanan de datos incuestiona-
blemente ciertos, se unan & otros informes, que sin
duda adquiris de personas extraias al Consejo.

Pesos, Ctvs. Pesos. Ctus.

El Presupuesto para 1598-99
que publicé la “Gaceta ofi-
cial” nmero 147 de 23 de
Junio dGitimo que debia regir
desde 1? del indicado mes de
Junio hasta 31 de Julio del
anio venidero, ascendfa 4 la

cantidad 48...c5-cs0vsinss 4457327 31
El Presupuesto de la extingui-

-da Diputacién Provincial pa-

ra el mismo ejercicio ascen-

dia 6...... .. SRS .e 324592 89
Sumaban ambos Presupuestos. 4781920 20

Las cantidades que con el cam-
bio de Soberania dejaron de
ser obligaciones de este Te-
soro importan 4 saber:

Por obligaciones generales 498501 60
SRR 5 s w5 ahvowiisnasssen 197945 ..
Guerra. ........ PP 1252377 76

222668 20
2171492 56 4781920 20

MariDA.cereercee coname-

popular vote, the vacancies which exist and those that | Total dc las obligaciones gque

might ocurr shall be filled with men from the Radica
lism in the towns where that party might dispose of
persons eligible to those places. When the mumbe

— oo~ —ofliberals comes t0 be equal to the radicals, the new

P—

(S

L — - e s -

dejaron de serlo y que se
rebajan del importe de los
Presupuestos .cupeessasscee 2171402 56




