
XH3B DIE-ASBO-

MeetsWhere the League of Nations
By GAIUS GLENN ATKINSdetermination to

THE Geneva the
of the

League of Nations lends
a new interest to a city
whote beaut of situation
is equalled onh by its

gre.it history. It has a
population of less than
120,01)0 but it stands out
like the mountain which
looks down upon it in the
Ioiik story of the fight for
ordered liberty.

The region belonged to
Rome to begin with.
Caesar conquered it and
Rome held it lor almost
500 years. The Huns
the real Hun, not the re-

cent imitators razed
Geneva to the ground in
their invasion of Central
Europe, and the Burgun-dian- s

Burgundy is named
after them rebuilt it.
Charlemagne made it nart
of his great empire in 800
and, dying, left it pretty
much to itself. There-
after for .seven hundred
years, the town belonged
to the German Empire or
to the Bishop of Geneva
or to the Duke of Savoy
as one or another was
strong enough to possess
it. And the people, being
from the first sturdy and
liberty loving, drove sharp
bargains with their mas-
ters. They played Bishop
against Duke and Duke
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prei though not with
troubles. In 1791

it was made the capi
tal t l department m

,u u and.
. 1 1 t i r Waterloo, it loaned
the si- - Confederation,
in 1847 the Canton of
Geneva id ; a purely
denv k i atk constitution
which till substantially
in force.

( lei t I IS t u h in lit-

eral) and m ii untie asso
elation. The first printing
press was set up in
and the first historian of

town v..i Prancois
Bonivard, the Prisoner oi
( hill. 'ii. whoS4 history is
a most human document
as i" van! sa a most
human sort oi man. He
was a hired in the eours- -

ot a private s.tr he was
conducting against the
Duke i av tor the
capture of certain lands
belonging to a certain
Prior) to which he thought
him : I ha I a right,
and was thruft into a
dungeon below the level
of the lake where he va
kept for five years, "I
had sueh abundant leisure
for walking up and down."
he .ns, "that I wore a
little pathway in tile rock
which lorms the pave-
ment "i the dungeon just
as though it had been
ku(ek d out With a ham-
mer" - and that pathetic
way, io deeplv and so
Sebastian Castillio, one of
time and perhaps tin first
an intolerant age. came to

Chillon Castle, containing the dungeons of the "Prisoner of Chillon.' One of the his,.r,r light! "f Geneva. Swit erland.

wearily worn, is still there,
the greatest Scholars of his
spokesman for toleration in
Geneva for a little while. .o in was mere an he
was driven OUt his day had IUH yet COttlC

oltaire live d. t iwai d the l life, just out
t itaid comtide Geneva and great!) scandali

munity by his lo e of tin theat r a
to mislead the populace iiit attend
succeeded.

Rou seau

ormation that the greater history of Geneva begins.
And it began stormily enough. The people of Geneva
had no great reason for thinking kindly of the Bishop
and they were, doubtless, glad enough of an excuse to
be rid of him. Faith and disorder, piety and the break-
ing of church windows went hand in hand until John
Calvin, passing through Geneva with no mind to stay
longer than overnight, ended by spending his life
there and disciplining that community as no people
has been disciplined before oi inee. He had trouble
enough doing it; he was exiled and recalled, he lived
an austere and laborious life, he strangely confused the
great and the unessential, he did many things he might
wen have left undone and stained his admini .ration
With the bl od and ashes of martyred men. It was a
bitter age and he shared its faults, but n methcle - h
laid in Geneva the foundations of free government and
free faith. Geneva became a refuge for the persecuted
jollowers of the reformed faith for the whole oi
Europe. Her citizens shared their last loaf with therefugees ol France alter St. Rarfhofnm'. .,.,,?
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against Bishop as best
served their own ends and
secured, through the centuries, privileges and franchises
whi h they guarded most jealously. Finally they drove
the D ..v ut altogether, sent the Bishop about his
busine: and became a free city. All this by the thru1
of th formation and most of it before Columbus
diso vered America.

The town was astonishingly small to have played
so preat ; part. It had 5,800 inhabitants in 1340, 6,490
m 1404 and U5()() in 1545. The Geneva of the 16th
century was mostly on the right bank of tin- Rhone
with a smaller town on the left bank, the two joined
by a bridge which was, itself, a crowded street of
housesthai bridge was later destroyed in a famous
hre. Th. houses were roofed with red tile and high
above them ail was the red-tile- d cathedral. The city
had walls and moats and drawbridges a full medieval
outfit. One may still follow, as he climbs the hill above
th e quays and the fascinating shop windows, the narrov.
turning streets of the old city. Sometimes you may
touch a wall on either hand, so narrow are they, and
sometimes the houses meet over your head and you
climb through a tunnel who. e stone teps are won;
deep by the passing feet of generations. (They still
drive goats aionj? these narrow wayj to be milked while
you wan, assuring you of an uncontaminated supply
drawn direct fr m the source.) It is all as clean as a
polished ti xr t day you might eat off those streets
but tl Middle Ages had different habi:. Carefree citi-
zens had an unpleasant way of emptying slops out of
their window- - to the inconvenience Ot thou in the
streets below, of establishing refuse heaps at their front
door- - a practice to which rural Switzerland still clings

ot riving their pigs the freedom of the city and
slaughtering the same pigs in their back yards. The
city was full of beggars and lepers. Thev were a
merry people with it all, much given to gossip and out-
door dancing, and careless iu their kabi; and speech.
It was ordered, among other things, that whoever
sweari u::hout necessity" -- just what justified swear-

ing we an not told should kneel down in the place oi
his offense and hiss the ground, or else pay a tine ofthree cents. Considering the character of the soil, it i

likely that the more well-to-d- o paid the fine. TheReformation changed all this and it is with the Kef- -
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Rhone from the lake, and there is a connection of
wnich every historian must take account between thetaitn and discipline of Geneva and the beginnings oitree government Whatever faith a man hold, today
the story ot Geneva during these troubled times mu imove him as a bugle call heard across th, hills of tim

1 hey have ju t been completing in the city a noble
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John Sparuo . one of the besl known llHon Soc.ah.m He represented that pomt Vl
v.ew .t ,,e Federal lndutr..l Conference
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