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THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

A Diary of the English Railway Strike

' The Sisth Day— October 2nd.
is dashed and the outlook is black indeed.

12

Manchester, England, October—(By Mail). By ”: P. CROZIER

RS SOgtiap batwy, Avs le nlrﬂl i"lsulmwl“" N :[.lt‘il.':l'ium have been broken off. The government
1 p—— : i . - 3 'Y WL ‘- s " -0
I a great scale of the tactics with which Labor has 2 . are  drastic and  uncompromising ; they
er v atements  are  drastic s _ * ¥
: oneh the vear *hreatened the government and ) . statemet i Yo
th ‘ltlr]u'r:::i"':t: :t ‘I'irtut' ht has come tlu'tl]‘if\' as the The Third Day—September 29th. breathe the spirit ol lh‘f“lt “1}“} Tlfa':'tt;:ll?gln o il
¢ O Iy « i} . : i . “ ¥y, u: ) ) : . . I re confident o IS . :
abor leade ' : is a fair fight so f: . are only at the be-  to a fimish, and are co : .
Labor leaders meant that it should, It is a fair fight so far, but we are onl) The one chance of peace without a fierce, extended

These are the impressions which were made day vinning.  Some other unions are anxious to join in, | with : .
by day on an English Liberal who, while sympathetic ii;:]n m;L- leaders of the railwaymen have held them back.  struggle lics m lht.' other ll!'m.illh_. ‘[}t‘cl!;msum:)(?t'glnébm
to the aims of Labor in both the economic and political "oy know that if the strike spreads it will become  they will see the lf“",‘""r ag..almtll! Al cna?)clv th; rll:llg
ficlds, disapproves of a “lightning strike” of this kind 0 a0 d more difficult to control and more and more  some basis for negotiation that w ail-
as a revolutionary methad fatal to'the idea of an orderly (o] take on the character of war. N
and ordered societs The N. U. R. complain of the military and naval ; e heso

movements as provocative, but what can the govern- o are acting as l_lllt-rlm-(!mrws are wort )I,O.f_all ad-

The Eve of the Strike—September 26th. ment do? miration. Theirs is a tremendous responsibility and
The strike begins at twelve tonight., It is a “sur- So far the raillwaymen have not desired lthclut!'n‘r they arc exhausting ‘.\.tl,r:\. c{fﬂrt u!j a:;mg]cm:n;lhc (‘Rc

ise offensive” with a vengeance. The holiday-makers  unions to come out because they cht—'*'!:lllﬂt'd “'_L‘ (-“l"gt‘ hand participation n the war and o er the
prise offensive” with ; & ; and hope by their own hand to force the government  ooching of the railwaymen, The motor transport

wavmen to return to work. -
The efforts of these dozen trade umionist leaders

t:.-l::il.-l.l'm'l!;::f f:‘rl:h1]1!.‘.1.!..11“.:51':! I:':-c‘:}:::uih; ;};;::tﬁli;:r:-l‘;::1-1:1-‘:[ to yield. But if the days pass and the S“";’T[l{’]“f“‘ ‘1‘_“_'-‘ system improves, the number of trains running
with those who must get away before the paralysis  not yield, the .\."L A K. \\.I”‘ be driven lilI(“\ llm'” 1}‘-1:]:.; HICTCases, . ) _ _
sets in. Telegraphs and telephones are crowded with tend the strike, “Get everyone out and end it quickiy But the crisis approaches. If the intermediaries do
the messaces of those who foresee that tonmight's mails “1”_.13"' their ery. ) _ A vield not hnd a way of s-c'lt'lt.'mcllt .lhl.'lr unions will I‘_layc to
will not get through, ~ There are no signs ”1_"“_‘.!1." “"\'.c_”:"l“_” wi f‘ 1€l take the fatetul decision. If they decline to join in
The general fecling is not so much of fear as of The strikers have made it dithcult for t‘|_1:m o GV 59 the war the railwaymen are lost. If they are divided,
uncertaintyv, We are back in the days of late July and I'he longer the strike goes on, the heavier the defeat trade unionism is split from top to bottom., If tho
carly August, 1914, Just as for years men had talked of the side which gives way. join in, England is faced with the prospect of the gei.-

The organization of motor transport by the gov- ¢ ol ™ i its incaleulable dangers,

often but without serions perturbation of a great world _ il
30 ; ernment is more successful than had been expected. It

war, so since the armistice we have talked here of “di- ¢ ‘ : . e &
' < L» i i L strong against the strikers. Had they for- -
rect action” and the general strike, prophesy l‘lﬂ s 1S ﬁ -\H:Ftl;.ltur}nlf : “"1“'1!\151 " -ttrnmcm h'l-l ol .MJ . The Seventh Day—October 3rd.
. 10 1 y 108 arien e moior; v ol v ol .
approach, yet scarcely believing our own prophecies. 908« e A AR o .
Now it is actually beginning on the railways, which are  disposal hundreds and thousands of motor vehicles and A day of prolonged negotiations leaves the situa-

trained drivers. So has industry, It may prove to be tion worse than it has been since the strike began.
the deciding factor. The impossibility of getting coal  The conversations have broken down—finally, some say.
to the factories is the chief point on the other side. Just as there is an extreme clement among the
The public is surprisingly cheerful and lighthearted  gen which is out for “smashing capitalism” and pro-
too much so, some would say. It is inconvenienced, moting the Social Revolution, so there is an element
but as yet not injured. It bears its troubles the more  ,, the other side which desires once and for all to
lightly because it resents the sudden launching of the  “gophe it out” with the trade unions.

the arteries of the nation's life.

Is 1t the begmnmg of the much talked of and much
dreaded Social Revolution?

There are questions that we can neither answer nor
guide the events that will provide the answer. Agam
we are reminded of 1914, A movement of this size

takes charge of its own future, It moves by its own _ ! '
weicht. strike and wants to sce the raillwaymen defeated. It In almost all trades Labor has gained certain definite

Everything that the railwaymen say may be granted  has, like all the Anglo-Saxons, a saving sense of humor  4qvantages during the war, and it fears intensely that
outright, and vet the form which the strike has taken—  which relieves the strain of the outside world. attempts will be made to compel a reduction, whether
the sudden ultimatum, the lightning attack on the com or not the cost of living falls substantially. Suppose
munity—is unjustifiable. The Fourth Day Srpfcmbrr 30¢h. now that the Tﬂil\\'.‘l_\‘l!‘ll‘ll are crushed and that there

after some other union proposes to strike. “Strike "
says the state or a private Employer's Federation.
“Strike by all means! The railwaymen thought to
bring industry to collapse and the country to starva
tion. They were the most powerful of all the unions
and we beat them to the ground.  Strike, if you choose
and we will beat vou too.”

This is why even the most conservative trade union
leaders—Henderson, Clynes and others—will next week
advise the general strike.

This is an exact parallel to that mode of making
sudden and violent war which the world is striving to
abolish by means of the Covenant and the League of
Nations. The violent, aggressive Power plans war at
leisure and declares it suddenly in order that it may
take its opponent at a disadvantage. The Covenant
ordams a breathing space, a respite, of some months
during which negotiations and inquiry may take place
and the public conscience be invoked to avert violence,
[he railwaymen and the state had an interval of more

It is the evening of the fourth dav and the news
shows that we have reached the end of the first stage
of the struggle. Hitherto Mr., Thomas has been hold-
ing back the other unions which were willing to join in
he strike. Now he announces that he will no longer
lo so. He will accept their aid. A second and more
serious stage is about to open.

The first four days have, of course, been a disap-
pointment for the raillwaymen. It is not that a few
trains are being run: that counts, but its effect is chiefly

than three months in which to compose their differ- T + . X
. : ¥ : e longer S . N R -

cnces.  But the railwaymen have refused the breathing moral. It is that the government and the community (-mn]clstt};'.ll‘k:u-i':lli:'r t~:Piltll\: ]?\lsltlhtl m(lln' c”:i““al b

space.  They have launched the war suddenly, hoping are much better prepared for the attack than anyone There must be e ;'\n‘“ “‘:“ {t )ltl “"-a'\':' 5

" y Ta | re § - {Nnock-out blow. Now that w

had supposed. For once the government had laid its
plans in time and the existence of quantities of motor
transport has given them their chance.

to' forestall the preparations of their opponents and to
overwhelm them by the violence of unexpected on-
slaught.  Their leaders profess to believe in the idea

are on the verge of the precipice we can realize that
it 1s monstrous the strike should ever have been al
lowed to come at all. There has been mismanagement

of the but their practice is that of men who Of course the railwayman should have a far higher : . g
put their faith in force. J = L standard of real wages than before the war: he i:‘m- on both ~"‘|dt‘5_!mm the beginning.
titled to it. The government, however great the ITht‘ negotiators should get back to root principles
The First Day—September 27th. provocation of the strike, sl!'-"-.:I_-l admit Ih'ut the work- "'!“‘r recognize tlIal‘ th". men are entitled to a living
o _ - _ - ‘ men has this right and explain, in terms of money, why \\aLi:e and to a sul_):.talmal margin beyond.
r [he st!'.-\.(- 1S aimost ¢ ' lete. [he r;u!wn_\-g are TFu"\- cannot accept lht"l'élIl\\';l.\'IT‘h'n':- demands. -\lrt'ad_\' h .ul" lh(‘ first time now this cu{n‘“r)- has, (j.scu“.-n-.j
ile exeept tor an occasional tram run by non-union the country has lost far more ]_.}- the strike than the the solid worth and the statesmanlike qualities of the

men which goes almost empty, because no one thought demands of the N. U. R. would have cost it over a trade union leaders. They do not want the general

it would be running. Strict rationing is in force agam, period of many vears. stri!\'e: they foresee its consequences and they are

" e — 1 « ths " v, - thoa bt . sritral Th . } 7 - T ' 5 4 1 ni
. :]..I a s __ ¢ lIK¢e - ol IS _.?J. |....1. ¢ssentual. . lf_.if- :3' the moment \\'llt'H 4 statesman \\'UIII(I 1not agamst lhc dass War} th“‘ are aganst thc cxtn*mm:‘.

When s sh there will be viclence. heep  let himseld be controlled by events but would control
he sug miik and bread going and the govern- t%um. ‘;\Ir. tn-nr;:crnnghl sttl)ll act. It is not he whom The Eighth Day—October fth,

n \ t g1 disorder. Coal  the rallwaymen distrust, but the brothers Geddes It i

e th b s atimoid noscihle 16 . . valle G i - s i $ Cle i | e ade

1. le next essentl, impossi L0 move In any quantity especially Sir Eric Geddes, the Minister of Transport, L'“i:;,: E{:,?tr?.:(qla': thalht,he (‘il:]llllg Uﬁf the -(j“']cral Trade

excey ¥ mil, Lhere 1s talk of a miners’ sympathetic  w hom they denounce as harsh and dictatorial. Once create «a bI:'at.l;in :,r l- e .1 uesday is intended to

B : t that ed trighten no one Ihe mmers can  again Mr, George is the only man to whom the country ‘ot b . e et “h“'h a_setlement ma

get up as much or as little coal as they « seat can- can look in its emergency. ' e PoRtned. . The Tightning strike was the railway

o e F io 3he e tiasta i, : : men’s rluafjt}-lr-hlnmlor_ Many of the trade union leader:
ifestoes has begun. Mr. George, a : certainly did not approve of it and they wi imita!

as beg Mr. George, as The Fifth Day—October s : : it and they will not imitat
ey s busy “raising steam.” Mr. I. H. Thomas has i _ o r— Ist. tactics so disastrous in their effect on public opinion.
WA speechl appealing to his pacific record; A day of apprehension passing into hope and endin

P A, SHAINST the & :._'.- ssllgss ' Ll"...l:". j:][--_l_:.tt»r,‘ in ‘."3‘.\‘& !"t:li!l!}'. - p g T" £‘~d ""”&‘,' ( b" s"'

declarn thiat the Prime Minister. if left to him elt Four days 4 1 1 i

ATIR : ‘ 1 ter, 11 lett to himself. lays have shown th: * T ‘avme o f , ettle ] i i
W have br it about a peaceful settlement: and  themselves v likel - |; y o ruh\a,\lm_n, left to ., The strike is settled and there is victory for neith:
ssers ith over-emphasis that he himself did not  ernmont e s Okely 10 be badly beaten. The gov- $ide, though both sides claim jt. The only real victor
' il Bt 6 he e Phab ne fimselt Gid not  ernment plans have been too well matured and—it can. 5 for the moderate me : A
e ht but if he does fight he will fight as hard 1ot be repeated t0o often—there : : : en among the trade union lead:

B O s e Rl .;.h 3 *-'“...f .r._:.._.__ ! 1_‘.1. Lo I-.I.X;!‘l—_. hn_ are t.'m many motors. -E[HT in the government. The deica! has fallen on th
S ¢ has t ancmen oone. Ahe charge  The greatest strike in English history is being defeated fight-to-a-finish™ men and those who regarded a bitt
§ byrres answer 1s sumply this—why Oy the motor cars. war between Capital and Labor as "iﬁc\ittabli" and
I =% i s ultimatum at the country when it 2 crnshing Aalas ; . » : . : '
: o e ul ‘ ¥ wi : But -ltffl.sh-n-. tlt!lml of the railwaymen would be ‘}"-‘l_'Il"b.\ helped to bring it about.
1 o1 Yy e 4 grave Diow to trade unjonism. 7 san : way i |
. ‘s play. We are in the presence of  both the state i "Shie onism. It would mean that . e railwaymen keep all that they have obtained in
O2 PR, VRC S . presetice of . he s i the private employer would pluck 'herease of wages for twelve months, which i 0
a I Hscontent it s partly up courage to resist the . 2 4 el satisfis s 18, which 1s a round
. | Political and e largely duc o the strike. The world of capital and labor werng oo wage of 51" shun 00, they are promised a minimusn
: “al and is largely due strike, € world ot capital and labor would rec wage of 31 shillings, which is : :
A { the government's Russian police, . ™ rid of capit ! uld recog- ES, which is at least a slight increasc
\ s Geon Enit polic) nize that if the greatest and strongest of all the trans- for a small proportion of their numbers - )

Ihe best that we have to hope for is that the rail- }'I”rF ‘lu-miut!rs' the railwaymen, with its half million mem- The “lessons” of a war are always more important
waymen may gradually recognize in ‘rc'é-a;i"‘c nmrbcr:‘: “:1?}1:“ t}""'n bva;‘l'n- !h*‘" there exists no force in trade than its detailed operations ’ i
B T ey e L Sy 1 ¢ unonis 1 > i mi i b

at they have been suisted in striking wb o, bers - m a:'Igim d win in a similar struggle. . The first s that the idea of “direct action” = th
ible notice, _ 1at is why not only all the transport unions but lightning strike” has received a heavy bl Societ!
l:.):x-'"an.\‘ ‘f* !ht‘hh!:fr great unions also have been de. A defend itseli much more cﬂicim!!; th::.had bt".l‘
The Secomd Day—Sept, 28 Jating today whether they, too, should strike. oy SUPPOsed against a suc :
i G =y ¢p_nu5rr g th. fear that they would suffer by the defeat UI—T}:;":_ It is apparent 1o a”i(:t;:ﬂ t:}:t‘s&., - h 1
5 rr ;"' 1HZmg or the opposing armies grows. The rml\:'aymcn and so undoubtedly they would the voads has arrived When :I'cl‘il :j'f 'hr momrFur-
government is moving troops about the o o . : - : ' : : .
ove .:.Et L is moving troops about the country and is But they have not decided yet to g0 on strike, Tl lish engincer, was laying dow ]pr Bo AL st repo
appealing tor volunteers to help in Orgamzing various  are more conservatively minded than th.v "u““'.\ e intended to bz the m-ii||';-|ml|:“"] "} roads th?’; e r
Services, Mr. Henders e (o aymer, ot i i anvels of commercial com a
. M, mes. w y u far
The couflict is hardening and as it hardens the task  leaders cvr;:la‘il:xlim(linmﬁ =turl‘>n!r',' o ar}t; g, their Klil?;‘.?)l:(rl:ll'anlfug Just then the steam-locomotive was "Oﬂle:
- " 3 L [} ove » ™ * . . . 14 2 A
afsiihe- sonaliistor Al e s 1 — atman N P chieve in the “lizhtning and 4 the wfant prodigy, growing enormously Senge |
difficult. The bremicr's i s more ! L . L. R, almost certainly they wo 1q  nd fast, thrust Telford's w K i '
di ]_\.: ¢ premicr s mantlesto has not helped. When  condemn them if they could speak their mind 'II‘“ " Now it emerges once e Work into the background. ng. §
;u alb" rr;rlllnu men come out on strike as one man it know well that the general t.miniun of themu‘ bl 5 sudden withdrawal ::} tlln-.»n:- e T NI e oy he
& 1 < - - . - o - yoy s
a!:lar(“'l:'i::"u ?yglg;;at‘ 'tf;at lﬁ!.:.}c'_\ are the tools of a few against them. PN 18 The roads will ne\'c;c rrc.::';“_.:”‘ : v b
S O Dolshievists, 1¢ charge only : + . o 4 ' s b mt i .
them e it : I1t has hp}sn a day of conferences. The trade unjon. whe war and the strike have been uanlbi;‘l:::;‘igsl a"h ::3 -»

. _ 15t leaders have see rd Ge : % uminating their incale Gy,

Ihcse‘arc signs that the government will attemns o . ders have seen Mr. !-Iu.\-_l Leorge first without | .i g their incaleulable value, Al v & ta an- Sl po
=] : ‘ ) attempt t and then with the railwayme Th daary nounced that, wi : reauy it 1s nto
carn public opinion against the ratla ke ) aslCMP to sud then with the 1 ymen. © government insists  wark ik - When all the railwaymen are back at Make |
join them as anarchists and revolymen. 200 all who  that it cannot begin negotiations again until the rail- "% the government will contingy ' th fas e
whatever end the strike muv lead—the vaxe eaeo 0 Waymen return to work. motor-lorries as g mea f bty i B oy e tne:
g ' e sirike may lead—the vast mass of Mr. Tho rak : : the railway hs of relieving congestion on that

em most certainly are not finding omas speaks hopefully of the necessity of  on the th Youand at the ports, L‘“‘l""“‘m:g‘)' we arc W

Th;‘nntutn h?’g no cause to be grate(ul to those wha °'-l::~1tlif an ag‘rcet‘;tcnt l'-.mw that the two sides have come it i t!his ':,*holéi of a new era in internal transport and she Iss

turn this strike before its time into A sirug - HUS €r agam, but there is no word of | ine days’ strik =N
_ t o a sirugele bes of any real ap- rike tha pen
bup shis yerike befor ggle betwees y real a t has opened the gate. that peq

proach tow : : er e’ |
toward agreement. Still, the conversations will  these w:gc"d!i‘;l::::s rarning signs.  The conduct of fext, by,
never more so in :!-jgui still 100 often mismanaged and 18 i'“(‘n:

nstance, ter

continue tomorrow.




