THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

The Crisis for Armenia

her final crisis, wherein is contained the de-

cision whether she shall continue to exist as a
separate and independent state, it is interesting to ob-
cerve exactly "what_thc Armenians have done since they
became “free. It ls'almust the first time, possibly. that
has ever written

N(")\\' that Armenia has reached what looks like

anvone ;
of the Armenians as a
state, and not as mar-

as events made it advisable. The first was Johannes
Kachatzouni, who gave three sons to the battlefield, and
was the outstanding figure of the declaration of in-
dependence. Mr. Kachatzouni resigned to come to
America to stir up Armenians in the United States.
Alexander Khatisian, who coined the happy phrase

quoted earlier in this

article, succeeded him.

tyrs This article has
I;l_-'sm\('l_\' nuﬂ'_}l.ng to say
atrocities and

“h\‘”t' re Shﬂuld k

here! ‘
:\-Unh reading,

st at present Ar- 1
is facmmg some |
Turks on one
.ome cynical Bol-
chevik: on another irnl-lt.
Qmu -.:-:mtt-rvslcd Brit-
ich on another front and
- extremely ucu.lral
‘earful  Georglans
another front.
The reason the Turks
are angry is because a
good shice of Armenia
was lately Turkey and
becanse they have lost
« much elsewhere that
they are inclined to re-
cover irom the \_\'t’ﬂkl'.\i
which is Ar

menia
angr}
front,

spme
and
on

enemy,
menid.
The reason the Bol-

heviki are cynical i.slbc-
cuse they don’t believe
in nationality, and think
the state of Armenia 15
a thu ioke which short
Iy will evaporate to the
wealth and prosperity ot
those who may happen
to be at hand.

The reason the Brit
ish are uninterested is
because DBritish money 1s
in Baku, the famous ol
city, which the British
selected for the capital
of Azerbaijan; and the
state of Azerbanan is so
very sick that the Brit
ish officer in command
cannot atford to sit by
any other sick bed at all

And the reason the
eorgians are extremely
neutral and very fearful
s simply because there
s no one particularly in-
terested 1 their prog-
ress, although several
are mildly interested in
their dissolution.

The Armenian Re-

newspapers, as a

ol Bermondsky

All England is now talking about Jessie Stephens
8 prefty tweoty-seven-year-old representative ol the
working classes. who st present dims in political
interest the noted lady Astor whose election to
Parliament casused so much discussion particularly
in this country becsuse of her American birth Miss
Stephens warns men to beware, for she is boldly out
and feels confident ol being elected to Parliament
ot the General Elegtion. She is considered one of
the best organizers in England, and » (earless and
capable speaker. She toiled for years st selling
ic servani, a8 grocery clerk,
a truck driver. sand many other menis! tasks At

esent Miss Stephens 11 a labor councillor of the

Khatisian is a remark-
able man; he was mayor
of Tiflis when the czar
ruled in Russia; Tiflis
then was known as the
capital of Caucasus, and
a very prosperous place
Khatisian has made an
enviable record since he
led the Armenians as-
tutely through their
carliest and darkest
hours of liberty. Mr.
Khatisian resigned to
tour Europe in the in-
terests of the Armenian
Republic, and has been
succeeded by Dr. Ohan-
janian. He was chosen
as especially fitted to
conclude a treaty with
Soviet Russia, which he
did: although there are
confessed doubts as to
how seriously the Bol-
sheviki regard the agree-
ment They are still
camped on the frontier

A definite program
of reconstruction has
been launched, even
while fighting continues
The outstanding feature
of this side of the work
is an educational system,
which so far includes
one university and 758
schools. The chief dii-
ficulty seems to be the
lack of funds, but as
the Armenians plead for
a loan chiefly on the
ground of army needs
there has been some re-
luctance, in Allied cen-
ters, in view of the gen-
erally speculative con-
ditiorns of the Caucasus,
to respond. The two
ex-presidents are can-
vassing the Armenian
colonies all over the
world to raise this loan.

If Armenia 1s a long
way from being a strong
and stable state, there
are not wanting signs of
healthy effort and a

1C) Gilliams Serv.ce

ublic was established in
May, 1915 The treaty
o1 peace the European
Allies Jater concluded with the Turks gave the Ar-
menans X000 square kilometers, including Lake Seven.
If you want to get Armenia on the map, look for Mt
Ararat; Mt. Ararat was the center of ancient Ar-
menia and was the landmark where the Russian, Per-
sian and Turkish divisions of Armenia met in 1914,
he X000 square kilometers given the Armenians did
not comprise the equal in resources of any single state
i the ‘merican union. It was largely in rums, and
its desolited country had been swept bare of cattle and
grain.  During two years the Armenians gradually
5',“"'1 to this domain, until in May, 1920, it included
S0 <quare kilometers and plans were on foot for
another X000 or 10,000 square kilometers.
_And at this point the Turkish Nationalists became
Wterested. It is, however, a fact that ever since they
Geclared their independence two and a half years ago
the ‘rmentans have been fighting. A former Armenian
president has put it neatly enough: “There are times
when guns and rifles go off by themselves.,” And the
-{\r?;-‘- wn guns went off, simply because the Armemans
cong the mselves surrounded by Turks, Tatars, Kurds,
eorwians and a few other excited groups, all having
ambitions, more or less defined. So the Armemians
Tought in May, 1918, and have been fighting since and
are Tehting yet, the rifles continuing to go off.
m,lf"':' hrst fought the Georgians, and it was follow-
mff"t._'”" (m which they were successful) that the Ar-
the I"'“h- 1""'""“’ out a bit in the general direction of
hh < ';'fr"‘*lﬂls and q':nctly absorbed the formerly Turk-
ing “ ies, Kars and / leksandropol. Here there is fight-
of ”I‘:"“"l' They fought with the Tatars (always allies
"wn':a: urks) to conquer Shusha, an ancient Ar-
occy W_II‘.“‘"“‘U‘ possessing extremely rich soil, and
" w4 1t to the utter and continuous discontent of
Nowe i:::: State of Azerbaijan. However, the Tatars
h pest the Armenians will only be permitted to
Blaicu :)ﬂ'l Just so far, because of British interests in
Tatar course Britain fought the Turks and the
;' But it's a funny world.
than ?;"""' however, .has made far more progress
Armenia enerally realized. Armenia now talks of
Irredenta :':l:dcma' just as Italy used to talk of ‘ltallly
yrol. A .- wanted to recover the Austrian
Lithuan: '® Italy, as Serbia, as Greece, as Poland, as
restore ?ﬁc'(; 'l‘lo' is Armenia, ambitious and eager to
‘rmment, 1o Ul measure of ancient glory. 'Hcr ROV~
has had 1 date, has been fairly harmonious. She
three presidents, who succeeded each other

sound direction on the
part of her leaders. At
least., she looms up definitely, when you look close
enough, and is actually creating the elements of good
government.
This is sufficient to warrant general interest.
And, as promised, this is all argued without any ref-
erence to atrocities.

1

It Has No Capital,
Just a Stamp

HERE is a new republic in Europe; it has no capi-

tal—in fact, has no territory at all; it has, there-
fore, no government, no army, no navy, no police, no
taxes, and no citizens to pay them

It has, however, a postage stamp.

This is the Republic of Alsace-Lorraine.
in the persons of a committee of three:
Rene C. Ley and H. Muth.

Messrs. Rapp, Ley and Muth started this business
of a republic before the French occupation. So they
were forced to cut and run at the armistice. They found
a refuge in Switzerland, whence they directed two
lengthy appeals to Presidemt Wilson, protesting against
bestowing Alsace-Lorraine on France, and neither of
these he acknowledged. M. Millerand, commissary
general for the French Republic in Alsace-Lorraine,
heard all about it and Messrs. Rapp, ley and Muth
were indicted, tried (in their absence) and sentenced
to deportation for life.

The three republicans then lodged a formal com-
plaint with the secretary-general of the League of Na-
tions, Sir James Eric Drummond, suggesting that the
League reverse the decree of the Peace Conference
They then (in July, 1919) placed the whole matter be
tore Gustav Ador, president of the Federated Council
of Switzerland. The only report of the result of this
conference is by Count Rapp who quotes M. Ador as
being extremely sympathetic while
regretting very much that Switz
erland could not complicate her
position in foreign affairs by
espousing 1.  The members
the Swiss foreign department also
agreed that 1t was too bad th
Federated Council of Switzerland
would have to forego all interven
tion m so extremely dithcult
question

After fiitting from Berne to
Basle, and from Basle to Berne. Stamp is nation’s
the committee of three landed sole clsim to
in Baden-Baden, which has been R e
their headquarters.  Here they
are printing and distributing broadcast statements of
their case; here, also, they designed a very pretty post-
age stamp which, however, for the present, they put
inside their mail, using the ordinary stamps of exist-
mng predatory states for the outside

Now, don’t run away with a wrong idea
the committee feels kindly toward Germany; but union
with Germany is not their objective. They have good
historic ground for their argument, and they have a
crowning argument in the fatal weakness of the Ver-
sailles Treaty—the failure to provide a plebiscite m Al-

It exists
Count Rapp,

It is true

sace-Lorraine which, almost certainly, would have
given the territory to France, and at the same time,

would have removed the fluent cry now raised of
annexation.

If the republic of three men could have its way
it would unite with Switzerland, but the Swiss are
o0 wise to CO“Sidt‘r or encourage -m"n il ambition.
Failing that, they want independence. even 1if as a
French protectorate; with their own mumstry, parha-
ment, milita and so forth.

The committee of three claims to represent “Young
Alsace.” Some of its arguments are fatuous but they
are not without good logic, and when that logic is
founded on self-determination, it gains strength.

Of course the Republic 1s doomed to conhne itself
to the house in Baden-Baden

But it is an interesting situation. And the postage
stamp is casily the prettiest design in all curope.
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