ULLING Minnesota out of the mud i1s the new

iob undertaken by the people ot that state. :I:'\}”'q

it's going to be a real ;:cc\.‘mpli»hmcut. s
doesn't mean that Minnesota roads are Worse than
those of other states. It does mean they are gong to

» ole lot better onllon

" .;‘,—\l\.i;‘\f.'tl.-:"i: t;: state trunk Tliuh\\';l_\' system of ;:til;"
miles, approved in the form o1 a u_!!‘-rtltm_:._m;l! \Jllﬂt;lf-
ment at the recent general election, ‘llnnj.:-_wla 1as
launched into a program l_".cn_um.'d to place 1t mn

By EARL CHRISTM AS

. . 3> - 4eod to work mappmg out a
of these findings, he started U ; E.‘_-.s ot

state trunk highway system, w'vl,«:: g to |
svstem the main, or a_rtr::.d roads s il
not merely local, but mter-count) v T Sa ! S
I : ' i ] ']l‘\r"! f!' o T CNRHICCE
For months, behind ¢ (

\
v this

» "
1ds that carried

THE DEARBORN INDEPENDENT

eople Pulling Minnes

Approve Construction of Trunk Highway

ota Out of the Mud

System of 7,000 Miles

which roads are unable to bear the traffic to which they
s ‘\.\“It;‘:':":‘il'l?huﬁ in 1920, taken during the last 1y,
weeks in‘ ‘\1:_.:'.:51. was much more extensive than pre.
vious observations. Observers were stationed o 179
main roads. They registered an average daily traffe
of 76.799 vehicles on these I:n‘i:ll'.ia‘ Of this numbe; nly
6.250 were horse drawn. The census revealed o tre.
n}:-ndkms increase in traffic. In two years, from 1918
to 1920, traffic on some thirty reads under ob.
servation increased approximately 50 per cemt,

" Srartling increases were made on some roads

first rank among states with good roads,

8 ol ‘ : ' ’ o ——
The Minnesota program, known as the I\Jt?L Lk

plan, contemplates mmprovement and maintenance

of this vast trunk system of arterial roads by the

sate through a license tax on automobiles.

Removing from counties and townships :‘u:
burden of building and maintaming these arteriai
hivchwavs, the plan will release, according to
highw Ly sineers, enough local tunds to build

"'5 miles of graveled connecting roads mn
t a In other words, at the end of ten

- A ~ 1’
vears. Minnesota c¢an have under the amend-
R 830 miles of improved highways, con-

road taxes and with

structed without mcreasing
only the litional funds irom the state license
tax on mobiles

The Babcock plan—so called from its author
C. M. Babecock, commissioner of highways n

Minnesota—isn't just a plan. It is an accom-
mnlhiched ¢ .
| 11 l -l.‘\ R 3
The Minnesota legislature approved the proj-
ect with but ten dissenting votes in the two
houses. Submission of the bill to the people as
an amendment to the state constitution was nec-
essarv., however, to enable the state to engage in

bislding roads and to enable it to use funds from
license tax on automobiles for this purpose.

Though state good roads projects frequently
fall by the wayside in general elections, the Min-
nesota project was approved by a large majority,
almost three persons voting for it to one who
opposed it. It remains only for the legislature
to pass a law under this authorization providing
for the license tax.

\n average of S18 a car has been suggested
as the license fee to be charged. With a regis-
tration of 300,000 motor vehicles, this will provide
revenue of more than $5,000,000 a yvear, enough
Id and maintain the trunk highway system
of 7,000 miles. This, however, will be determined

the legislature

Owners of motor vehicles, though their fees
be increased, will get back their money
threefold in saving in the cost of operation of

their cars. At least, that was the promise of the
state highway department, and the motorists were
the most enthusiastic boosters for the project
[he license tax, which is to be graduated to the

size of the car, is to be in lieu of other taxes on
:'.'.'.Tw.::“l't\l':'."-.

Though it required the formality of a con-
stitutional amendment to legalize it, the Babcock
plan long ago started to function.

Already, 3,000 miles of permanent grading has

St

24
‘

C. M BABCOCK

Commissioner of highways in Minnesota, who fathered
the new highway program.

{(in the road trom \Y:id?‘!l& to S'talﬂcs. the « ‘,9“1
was 182 in 1918, and this year, it was 509. The
road from Willmar to '\l\\all‘l’ Jump!g'd from 268
to 738, and the road from the Twin Citics 1
Fik River, from 554 to 1,268, as the daily av.rag
of vehicles. And the same percentages ot gam
l.ht.n”l-(i on many |_‘!hi‘r l’na(lf-. :

Maintenance tests demonstrate, according
the highway engmeers, lh;lf_ dirt roads, t be
:Il.ii!l!;il!l{'ll (‘x'-'i‘u‘l!ll\';l”-\, will Carry not more
than 130 vehicles a day, and gravel suriaced
roads not more than 400. In many cascs the
danger ]nli‘l‘d had been l'i"""""d_- “!'l' ‘\l‘l”“' Ha
census showed. One road, h:.'ulm‘s: mnto St. aul,
carried a daily traffic of 1,645 wvehicles, and
numerous roads carried more than a thousand
daily. Building and maintaining roads by the
state 1s a new departure. -

"}-\‘l-c;-mb; up these arterial r-:;tds_ls _ju\' als
much a state obligation as any state mnstitution”
said Mr. Babcock. “The mamn roads of a state
are used not merely by the people who live m
that county; they are used by people traveling
from county to county and state to state.

“For instance, you may have a comparatively
poor county, and a road lr.u_lim: thr_uugh it to
some city. A large commercial trafhc develops
on that road. It 1sn't fair for the county to be
forced to maintain that road. The state ought
to do 1t.

“Another thing—the census we have taken
showing the great volume of automobile traf-
fic, shows that the principle i1s rightt We are
making the automobile pay for the good roads
but saving i cost of operation will repay the
owners of the cars many times

“In the past, the counties of Minnesota have
spent 80 per cent of their road money in main-
tainmg these main highways, bearing largely
county-to-county, or state, trafic. They have
neglected the more local, or connecting roads
In many cases, they have spent all their moncey on
these main roads.

“The counties now will be free to use all
their funds on the feeder roads. The past vear,
the county road and bridge fund, made up irom
all the counties, totaled $R.700,000. All of this
can now be diverted to the local or feeder roads,
mstead of four-fifths of it being spent in the
arterial roads. Then there is $1.700,000 in state
aid to the counties from a one mill tax levied

been done on this 7.000-mile system. Two thou-
sand miles of road have been gravel surfaced
More than a hundred miles have been paved, and two
thirds ¢ the bridges and culverts have been put in
County officials in Minnesota were sure the people of
Minnesota wanted good roads. So sure were they,
that the counties in the last two vears went ahead and
improved vast stretches of road at their own expense,
confident they would be reimbursed under a provision
f the bill arranging for this i case the amendment
passed. Minnesota counties in the last two years, ac-
cording to estimates by the state highway department.

have spent $16.000,000 in permanent road improvements,
subject to refund under the amendment.
That's how mucl faith Minnes ita counties had
in the Babcock plan and the people of Minnesota.
During the present year, in spite of high prices of
materials, Minnesota counties have done 1.800 miles

of permanent grading, said J. H. Mullen, deputy com
missioner of highways.
Graveling  accomplished
during the vear, he put at

worked. They wanted the establishment of the routes
to be free from every consideration of politics or
local interests, and those seeking to intercede for vari
ous localities found only locked doors at the highway
department.

Fmally the routes were established, and so suc-
cessful had been the arrangement that but ten votes
could be mustered against the plan in both houses of
the legislature.

Not all the 7,000 miles of the trunk sysiem are to
be paved—mnot by any means. The highway depart-
ment of Minnesota is going at its job like a traffic
director. Only those portions requiring hard roads. as
shown by the traffic census, taken from time to time,
will be paved. Others will be mproved with macadam
or gravel surfaced, depending on the volume of traffic.

The engineers can tell by a glance at their surveys

under a provision in the constitution.

“Then there i1s Federal aid to Minnesota of
S2R00000 a year, which will be allotted to the
counties not for use on the trunk system, but on the lo-
cal roads. This year, incidentally, the counties matched
this by raising not equal amounts, but in many cases
funds four times as great, So, Minnesota countic: will
have from $8.000,000 to $10,0000,000 more mone: for
their local roads, hitherto almost neglected. By the end
of ten years, we can have an improved road leadinz up
to the door of every farm in Minnesota. These | :nds
alone will build them.

“Such a plan as this is invaluable in a state like
Minnesota. We have a great expanse of territory and
very rich counties and some poor counties. Four coun-
ties have more than 50 per cent of the valuaticn of
the state. We haven't kept up in the past with the
growth of the state. Now we propose to improve the
roads to meet traffic needs, putting them in ool
traveling condition throughout the state first, and

then making more per
manent improvemen’s a

1.100) miles of roads, and
paving at 100 miles. But
two other states in the
union—Illinois and Penn-
sylvania — can compare
with that record
Plans for all this work
iwve been drawn up by
state highway depart- Roads, United
ment, and the work has
been done under the di-
rection of the department.
The state highway de-
partment, under Commis-
sioner Babcock, has as-
sumed the job of traffic
director for the state.
Ever since 1916,
department has been
studying the traffic on
Minnesota roads.
Babcock and his engineers
found out what roads
carried the heaviest bur-
dens. He took a state-
wide traffic census, and
repeated it from year to
yvear. Then on the basis

is taking place

tered motor cars
the 5

HAT the present interest in the construction
4 of new highways should not divert attention
trom properly maintaining highwavs alreadv im-
proved is a point which the Bureau '
States
ture, has had occasion to emphasize many
m recent months, particularly in view of the
eNnormous increase in motor vehicle traffic

The bureau recently completed a
of statistics from all the states of
showing that there was a total of 7.565.446 revis yvear
(mcluding motorcveles and tor all motor vehicle
trucks) in the United States in 1919 7
increase of 23 per cent, or 1418820 motor cars
\r over 1918. Such figures indicate th:

lem. The increase in the number
1919 over 1918 represents abous

New Cars Add to Wear of Road

United States for 1913.

of Public
Department of Agricul-

times of license fees, which in

devoted to highway needs
which ]

compilation
the Unio

Tues tor N W \':r'fk and
were about double

This is an . :
Certam of the states,

it the conn. CXperienced difficulty in

! CONnse CC
to the repair vrob-

.f CATS fnr
10 per cent more

enough material shipped
road repairs.

cars than the total number re

\dditional use of roads and street
course, been accompanied by additional
paid to state and local governments |
nearly all states are

de _ The registration and
acense fees for automobiles, tru

cyeles in use in 1919 totaled 564,697 2
crease ot 20 per cent over 191K,
Pennsylvania the past
the revenues received
: registrations and licenses ' '
in the entire United States in 1912 h more money than the)
notably Maryland. have

¥ . . = SeCurimy "“-l'] h "-I"l'lf'.
try's highways are being used {ur more than i materials owing to labor

the past, it is pointed out, 414

transportation facilities, and so
added attention must be g

has had to make a special ap
state. Commerce Commission

m properly to care for

we proceed.

“Our big trouble 11 the
past i1s that we have been
building roads something
like the village used to put

gistered in the entire m sidewalks. Now we

propose to connect up all
the main highways of the
revenue state in one great trunk
1] !hl.' lorm svstem.

“In other words W
0 : are going to build the
icks, a .tj motor- trunk  first: meanwhile,
B T - . ’ ’

The gt~ 3 the counties, building up-
he total rev- on this trunk, can make
their improvements ef-
tective. If they spend no

s has. of

now spend, in ten years we¢
can have 28000 miles o!
mmproved highways.”
The Babcock amend
ment authorizes the legi™
lature to jssue bonds, bu!
this will not be necessar)
The license tax will pro
vide sufficient money !¢
build and maintain the 7-

shortage, hampered
on. Marvland
ppeal to the Inter-
tor aid in getting

000-mile trunk system




