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These mail trucks sound a iote of progress. But they are not helping to develop the rural mails. When photographed, they were on their way to
Porto Rico, where they are now in use. The inset is of James I. Hlakslee, Fourth Assistant Postmaster-- C icneral, who has much of pertinence to say.

Our "Pork-Laden-" Rural Mail System
EVISE the R. F. D. mail system in mv dis By AARON HARDY LLM"R trict!'' exclaimed a Congressman to a Post
Ofrice Denartment official recentlw "It' im

possible, mt. impossible. Why. the system as it now
x . i ! j c-- "1 r rir i of all parcel post matter passing through the mails is

distributed on or originates from rural free deliver
territory. And four-fifth- s of that constitutes business
going from town or city into the country, which means
that the producers of foodstuffs make scarce use at all
of the fine advantages which the parcel facilities af-
ford them, presumably, for distributing their products.

While it is entirely practicable for the average
R. F. D. carrier to handle from 1,800 to 2,000 pounds
of mail a day provided his route lies along roads that
make the use of first-cla- sa equipment possible the
average carrier handles less than 75 pounds a day.
And only 24 pounds of that is fourth-clas- s or parcel
post mail.

This mean? that the operation of the rural mails.

operates Dnngs 10 my cninci a year and u
all stays there. A revision might reduce the sum a
well as the number of persons it now provides with
jobs. If made. ld probably lose my job, so nothing in
the way of revision is going to be done so far as I

can help it."
"But suppose the patrons of the rural mails in your

district were given better service as the result of an
intelligent readjustment of the system?" the official
asked.

"That wouldn't get me a half dozen votes," the Con-
gressman replied. "But the resentment that would be
aroused among those whoe personal interests would
suffer because of the changes made would be sufficient
to prevei t my Hence I am opposed to
any disturbance of the status quo."

The status que with regard to the rural free de
islivery Drancn ol tne united Mates postal system

not such as to I'll anvone who analyzes it "with en
uiusiasm, aespite trie tact that our vast network ol
R. F. I), routes represents one of the most rrrittah1

a at present constituted, involves a trtmtndom waste
of man power, vehicle power, and opportunities for
economic distribution of the necessaries of life.

"There are 60.000 employes oi the iostal service
who traverse 1,400,000 miles ol highways, thr U
discing territory, every day,1 says James I. Blakskt
who, a Fourth Assistant Posttnaster-Gessera- J, has d-
ented most oi bis energies during the last four yeatl
toward efforts to adapt tin mails to the needs I pro-
ducers and consumers. "If each individual carrier
w .uld transport 2,000 pounds or one ton, the total
transported would amount to 120,000,000 p il I
m nih. As the average consumption per man.
and child, is about two pounds a day, this quantity
would feed approximately 60,000,000 people, r two-third- s

of our entire population."
Three main obstacles are in the way of that

ment says Mr. Blakslee: the highways, the hicle
and the postage rates.

Excepting a small percentage of cases it is now
impossible tor the average carrier to transpor I I

0! freight on the roadways Ik-- must use, cM.-- t i:'.

hat obstacle is being overcome more rapidly than
heretofore but not so rapidly as should be the cast
inc rcderal Government, under its authority to p

post roads, if now contributing aDollt qq 0,000
a year to the construction of highways.

"Under the present system oi compensation." aM
J ' 'n wouW !)c impossible for 43,000 f ti
ou,uw carriers to purchase and maintain the character
Ot equipment necessary to convey two thousand ; mdi
of food daily even for a portion of the year."

Ann the postage rates, he says, in some cases arc
too nign m proportion to the selling value of articles
ot food.

But those obstacles, however they may count 8 tins!

T. st development o! the rural mails, don't e
' im me wide margin something like ( pcr cent be-
tween what is and what, under the best COttditi M.
mtgtlt be done.

In tact, with the obstacles a they are, only I taut
portion of immediately possible business is now carried
on via the rural mails.

This declaration is proved by what is now actually
uon" on many individual routes and in many sections
01 the country, which, however, are glaring except!to the general rule.

ih ?n7hcLfrag K P D route there arc now handled
' ' fj CCS pi mad, all kinds, a month. ThfH

" s tM t,,re tae ui!,t a d ",,Ume oi busim- -s "j1
select routes m 14 different .states, nn cach of which

mtK Tk!vMt ,n,,rc than WflOO pieces of mail
hst begins with the record of a route out

l,;;mx- APona, It has a length of 23 5 pile
AIC rrier ntanagei to traverse in three Koun

me minutes' tune. But he has to spend nearb
1,1 ho,,rs in thc Poet office, routing

iin i
that he gives a total Of tunc hott

n ,f
j each day to his job. He recehresJ" 1 ' ir tary, QUI ot which be must provide and

Did You Know-T- hat

the parcel post, created for the
benefit of and at the behest of the rural
population, is used almost wholly for
urban business?

That instead of the rural mail sys-
tem that on the whole prevails encour-
aging the use of the parcel post by
farmers, its growth as a facility for dis
tributing food is virtually penalized?

That the R. F. D. carrier who han-
dles the most mail usually nets the least
money from his job?

That the incentive therefore is forR. F. D. carriers to hold down and dis-
courage the development of mail busi-
ness ?

That, as far as the Post Office Depart-men- tknows, there isn't a single auto-mobile truck used for hauling mail on asingle R. F. D. route in the Unitedotates ?

That on only 840 out of 43,410 R F D
routes is the use of any kind of motorvehicle required?

That the operation of the R. F Dmails involves a subsidy of about $70-000,00-
0,

of which $10,000,000 to $20,000 --

000 according to postal experts, is ut-terly wasted, and could be saved by anintelligent revision that would greatlyimprove the service rendered?

national achievements.
Operation of the system as now constituted entails,

according to Post Office Department officials, an utterly
useless waste of from ten to twenty millions of tax-
payers' dollars a year. But that is an insignificant item
in the system's total of shortcomings. For example

Considerably less mail is handled by the average
R. F. D. carrier than by the average city mail carrier,
though the first must ue a vehicle while the last must
lug his load on his back.

So far as the Post Office Department knows not a
single automobile truck is used in carrying mail on an
R. F. I), route in the United States.'

In late years there has been virtually no improve-
ment in the types of vehicles used by R. F. D. carriers
in handling mail.

Instead of encouraging the use of motor cars, and
all that they could mean by way of dispatch and vol-
ume of mail handled, on R. F. V, routes, motorization
is actually discouraged.

Hence instead of the R. F. D. mail system being
an incentive to the building of first-clas- s highways w
the truly modern sense, it tends if anything to dis-
courage the building of really up-to-da- roadways.

Instead of a premium being put on the true de-
velopment and growth of the rural mails and theirfull adaptation to the needs of rural residents, growthsubstantially, is penalized.

Therefore, the mails, which should be a medium ofincalculable benefit to farmers, are utilized bv farm, rsto less than ten per cent of existing capacity
All of which finds illustration in the following

startling fact:
Although the parcel post was established at the be

hest and for the benefit of the rural population it isused almost exclusively by and for the benefit oftown and city people. Slightly less than five per cent


