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These mail trucks sound a note of progress.

But they are not helping to develop the rural mails. \\'hcn_‘phntngraphcd' they were on _lhclr way t.u
I R here they are now in use. The inset is of James I. Blakslee, Fourth Assistant Postmaster-General, who has much of pertinence to say.
‘'orto Rico, wher cy se. .
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Our “Pork-Laden” Rural Mail System
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Instead of encouraging the use of motor cars, and
all that they could mean by way of dispatch and vaol

, :

ume of mail handled, on R. F. D. routes, motorization
is actually discouraged.

Hence instead of the R. F. D, mail system being
1.1

an incentive to the building of first-class highways, in

the truly modern sense, it tends if anything to dis-

courage the building of really up-to-date roadways.
Instead of a premium being put on the true de

velopment and growth of the rural mails and their

full adaptation to the needs of rural residents, growth,
substantially, is penalized.

Therefore, the mails, which should be 2 medium of
mcalculable benefit to farmers, are utilized by farmers
to less than ten per cent of existing capacity,

All of which finds illustration in the following
startling fact:

Although the parcel post was established at the b
hest and for the benefit of the rural population. it is
used almost exclusively by and for the benefit of
town and city ]:(frqﬂr_- Sfighﬂy lesy 1}-_;”1 !'1“;. per cent
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of all parcel post matter passing through the mails is
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territory. And tour-fifths of that constitutes busines

going from town or city into the country, which means
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of the fine advantages which the parcel facilities
ford them, presumably, for distributing their products

While it is entirely practicable for the average

R. F. D. carrier to handle from 1.800 to 2,000 pound

of mail a day—provided his route lies along roads that

make the use of first-class equipment possible—the

average carrier handles less than 75 pounds a day
]
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And only 24 pounds of

Fhis means that the operation of the rural mail

Did You Know—

That the parcel post, created for the
benefit of and at the behest of the rural

population, is used almost wholly for
urban business?

That instead of the rural mail sys-
tem that on the whole prevails encour-
aging the use of the parcel post by
farmers, its growth as a facility for dis-
tributing food is virtually penalized?

That the R. F. D. carrier who han-
dles the most mail usually nets the least
money from his job?

That the incentive therefore is for
R. F. D. carriers to hold down and dis-

courage the development of mail busi.
ness ?

That, as far as the Post Office Depart.
ment knows, there isn't a single auto-
mobile truck used for hauling mail on a

single R. F. D. route in the United
States?

That on only 840 out of 43410 R. F. D.

routes is the use of any kind of motor
vehicle required?

That the operation of the R. F. D.
mails involves a subsidy of about $70,.
000,000, of which $10,000,000 to $20,000,.
000, according to postal experts, is ut.
terly wasted, and could be saved by an
intelligent revision that would greatly
improve the service rendered?
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Un the average R, F. D, rout. there are now hand

poutt 4,000 picces of mail, all kinds, a month. Thert
€8 before the writer a e sume of business done “
'_; select routes in 14 different states, on each of whied
ihere are handled more than 10,000 pieces of mail 8
month.  The list begins with the record of a route out

of Phoenix, Arizona. It has a length of 25.5 miles
" -" manages to traverse in three h"“h
‘ minutes” time. But he has to spend neart
‘X and a half hours in the post office, routing his
means that he gives a total of nine hout
mutes each day to his job, He receve®
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1830 a year salary, out of which he must provide ant

the carrier



