" «iry apel] this season st sbout the

| ‘iz = wet apellst this sessen of
- wthe year. Ifthe dry westher con-
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il 3ighst, an it bad o dhance to get
dsep Toot befave the &ry weather

anme time,and we were looking

dinnes Yor some time yot, it can
wot fsll 4o do Gamage to the
vioe wowap, far there iz a large

acreage @f vios t the right
condition to be g by dry
westher, and the does not
look very promising for a portien

of eurcrop. The damage may not
be wery aevere if rain doos not
bold off too long, baut it is bound
to makeour harvest iate. The dry
weather is checking the growth of
the early sown rice and all the
rioe just coming up stands & very
poor show if the dry weather lasts
very much longer. The rioe which
has not yet aproated stands aboat
a8 good & show as any, a8 it is not
taking any rootjn the ground bot
if rain holds off too long, this rice
will eome to matarity too late in
the fallto make very much of &
crop. )
The ontlook at this writing is
not as encouraging as we would
like to have it, but 1 can not give
it a better ghowing now, bat hope
that the near fature will bring ue
rain in time to save the rice now
beginning to suffer, for no one is
in anch shape that he can afford
to lose any of his rice crop, and
not very many on the prairie are
prepared to pump, for they have
no back water for that purpose,
and have to wait notil it rains be-
fore they will have any water in
their reservoirs.

Rioe planting is about at an end,

" SUBSCRIBE FOR THE

“COMMERCIAL."

ONLY ONE DOLLAR A YEAR.
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that Individual is &
maiden ludy of
thirtysfive, than
the consciousness
that others begin
to think her too
old for the moclety
of young people.
“It is a Yaying on
the ahelf' " that is by Do means agree-
able.

At Jeast such was my feeling as 1
glanced at the invitations to a. little
moonlight excursion on the lake which
were handed in by John while we were
seated &t our eosy breskfast-table in
Snow Cottage, one lovely morning in
June. The note was directed to Miss
Lottie and Miss Cornie Whittaker; not
afdressed, as previous envelopes had
been. to the Misses Whittaker, whick
would of course include Elizabeth
Whittaker, spinster. The last word 1
announced almost audibly, with a bit-
ter amile, which attemcted the atten-
tion of my pet, Cornle, who said, ten-
derly, “Sister Elizabeth, does your
head" ache this morning?"

How my heart yearned over that fa-
vorite sister of mine, the very image
of her lost father, We were now lay-
ing aside the sable robes worn for
three years in token of our loss, but
it ssemed to me that 1 should always
wear the calm, sober tinte of second
mourning. and in my inmost soul the
memory of that idolised parent would
be enshrined.

My own mothir 1 cannot remember:
she drooped and faded when 1 was an
intant; and my step-mother, kind and
indulgent s she ever was Lo me, Was
not one to call forth the ardent affec-
tion, which but few had power to
awaken in my heart, Geutle, dignified
and reserved, she had bequeathed these
same characteristics to her eldest
child, the golden-haired Lottie.

But Cornie was llke our father, the
same buoyant spirit, strong will and
impulsive affection, the same dark.
curling hair and eves of laughing
blue.

1 thought of all this as 1 watched
her fondiy on that June morning. and
recalled how 1 had been & second
time orphaned when her mother was
taken from us fifteen vears ago. Since
that time, when Cornie was fonr vears
old. she had been to me as much a
as a sister, s

with a very few ptions, and
the ircigated farme will soon be
wet-up by the large pumps which
are all ready to run. Some of
the pnmping plante have already
atarted up and are doing big
work, but these pumpe only re-
lieve a small portion of our crop,
and providence must wet the rest
it, if we are to have a crop this
seas0L.

We do not look for s long dry
apell, which would rain all our
early sown rice, but we are not
able to say what is ahead of s,
but it does not ecome down npen
08 again this senson at the same
time that it did last year, bt the
weather indicates that. The rice
in the soll not yet spronted mill]
not come on any shead of the rice
nown in the middle of Jane if the
weather keeps dry much longer,
and the lheft of onr rice orop will
vome from the late sowing, if we
have a arop,

Corn is doing finely at this writ-
ing and & goed orop ie logked for,
f the dry apell does not lnat too

Ifgg. Conaiderable of the eocn
be replanted, and this will

make of the orop late, and
‘will pa effected by the dry
weathet much, if the dry

apell lasts long as it did last
season.
Many farmers rinlled or planked

Lettie, who wus five years her
and womanly that 1 could never regard |
her as needing that loving waichtul-
ness that our younger sister seemed |
to require, and the relations between
us could never be 8o tender and uffec-
tionate.

As | reflected thus, long after we had
left the breakfast-room and were seat-
ed in my little parior, 1 reasoned with
myself that it was buf natural that I
should be omitied in the plans for en-
joyment formed by the young people
of Caldwell. The mothers were not

I'bean, 1 had always kept one cormer of |

|y heart sacred whllllﬂi.l-H(
was with a strange thrill that 1 beard
he was again near me, and that 1 soon
shouid see him.

That day he called with his friend,
Harry Mills. He was a tall, fine-look-
ing man, polished, refined and fascin-
ating in his manner. I could hardly
identify him with the slender youth
| that T had once known; but he referred
| 50 gracefully to our former acqusint-
ance and expressed so much pleasure
&t renewing the intercourse so sudden-
ly interrupted, that I felt perfectly at
ense.
| How pleasant ware the days that
followed! We called each other “WilI"
and “Lizsie” in the most friendly way,
and Lottie and Cornie seemed already
to regard him in & very sisterly man-
ner. We read, walked and talked to-
gether, and night afte’ night his deep,
| rich voice would accompany those of

my sisters, while 1 played the old fa-
‘mlllur tunes upon the plano.
| 1 fancied that my own voice might

have lost a little of ite sarly sweet-
nees, and %o did not attempt to join
| the others, whose melodies were so
| mirmonieus.

Beveral other invitations were sent
as of yore to Misses Whittaker, and 1
| was fast forgetting that 1 was an old

maid, when, at an eveuing party I
| overheard the envious and ill-natured
remark, “Just see that Elisabeth Whit-

taker. What youthful airs she does
| put on! Trying to catch Mr. Loftus, 1
| dare say.'

! How those words rang In my ears

| long after the lights, the music and the

dancing were shut out, and 1 was alene
in my own room. How | catechised
| ‘myself, and tried to reason with my
poor, tfeolish heart. Yes, 1 had been
trying to leok young, and had appro-
priated WilI's attention as 8 matter of
course.

What right had 1 to monopolise his
time? Was it not far more likely that
| he wouild shoose Lottie or Cornie—if
| indeed he were to pay court 10 any of

us? Even this was by no means cer- |
tain; he might go again as suddenly as ’

bud come: and 1 was startied to
| nd what a sad void his departure
would make in our circie, and still
more in my own heart,

“Ab, Elizabeth, Eligabeth.” 1 sollie-

quised, “'take warning ere too late!”

The next morning 1 rose with & new

resolve firm in wy mind; 1 would net
| yield to the sweet delusions of love—
would not, unasked, give my heart.
The workl should not have cause to
laugh at the siliy foudness of an old
maid. Strengthened by these purposes,
was the better fitted for the triul

MAJOR JOHN M. BURKE
UNIQUE CHARACTER OF THE
WILD WEST SHOW

o s Mpftaic BU's Right Haud Man—
Sise Never Been Kuown to Forsske o
Friend— Whiting Allen's
the Indian Fightor.

HIS i& a picture of
Major John M
Burke general mun-
ager of Buffalo
Bill's Wild Weat
Show. He has nev-
er been kmown to
forsake & friend.
snd is as coursg-
eous as he ix good
hearted.

During the last
fourteen years Major Burke has been
connected in an executive capacity with
the Wild West Show. Prior to that
time he was an Indian fighter in the
‘Weat, where he firat met ‘‘Buffalo Bill."
in the route book of the Wild West for
1896 appears & tribute from Whiting
Allen, who says:

“Major John M. Burke, general mau-
ager, s also claimed by the advance
The Major is the Major—unique, soli-
tary, the only one of his kind. His
huge form, all too small fer his heart,
casts as welcome & shadow as ever
fell across the threshold of an editorial
room. It is mot fulsome adulation to
say that the newspapers only honor
themselves in honoring Major Burke,
and they, knowing it, inevitably place
their columns &t his command. Remi-
niscence, history, anecdote, story fall
from his lipe in as gracveful stream as
ever water flowed from u fountain, and
they are eagerly caught up by the edi-
tors and repeated iv print in the gen-
erous and genuine effort to let their
readers share in the ‘feast of reason
and flow of soul’ John Burke can
meither be vonsidered nor written of as
an ordisary man, and the writer, as
one member of & harmonious advanoe,

Tribute |

senior, had always been so self-reliant | 1

that awaited me.

That very day Will Loftus came, and
inquired for me alone. 1 caught
quick glance passing between Lottie
and Cornie ag 1 left the room, and
there was a more rapid pulsation at
my heart as | entered the cool, dim
room where he was neated.

“Elizsabeth." he said tenderly, as he
took my hand, “do you know what
priceless treasure 1 have come to ask?
1 hardly dare 1o be w0 bold, and yet,

MAJ, JOHN M. BURKE.
feels all too keenly the poverty of his
pen when he pttempts to set down the
pride and pleasure of himself and wll

faint heart never won fair lady, and the others in being classgd in the same

muset not lose my courage.’ company with Major Burke."

T INWIGRAYWON. | \ s e
nmtorc-;_n——::r:::um! \ &“thern paCi .
for !M:E‘é". —Re— }.

’“Sunset Route?

The Lonisiana Immigration As-
pociation is & chartered inntin;
tion formed for the purpose of )
'wecuring desirable immigrants 1o Double Daily
this state. The Association will
keep & book in which lists of Jands
| with their description and price
| will be entered for the ingpection

—_—————

o W

Train Service

With Buffet -
Slecpers. l"g]h M II

iy i S "
st oo ewees QNI SSANGATY Gauge Ling Running Throm

lands for homes. The office at
Shreveport i in & suitable portion

of the city, close to nll hotels and St &
g NIGHT AND MORNING OONNECTIONS AT
The Association will aleo sugwer NEW ORLEANS WITH LINES TO...........

all guestions by intending home- New York,Philadelphia,Washington, A
seekers who may correspond with (1,.(.;'““]". St. IA)II[R, M(‘llllbllls& Clﬂm
—_———

ite officers. 1t will niso advertise
L. P PARKS, A G
-:-Am‘ . 2 1\-" it

|

. e i i S F. B NORSE . P A,
Lonisiana sbroad, especislly in Lhe. New Orleans, La

states of the northwesl. The Ap- e —————
sociation is simply sn organized R W|FT SUOCEMOR 70 -
| effort to set forth the sdvantages ° ° 9 GGOPQE & Swit

of Lonisiang as & home and to
bring together the land seeker
and land seller. 1t relies ou the
patriotic publie epirited citizens
and lapd ownere to take stock,
which i #5.00 per share. Its|
charter provides that it shall pay -
no dividends, bence all stockbold- | g reen Hacks,

ers nnderstand that they are anit- and Boggies
ing in u collective capacity to de- ¥o hire, cheap!

velop the state. The present inL

the mwost snitable time for this o <%
work ae the completion of & great ALRO, PROPRIETOR OF THE

trank line railway to Shreveport y T .
from the great grain producivg RVall btr(‘et Llldel‘taklng Demt
center, whose commercial empo- s R
rinm is Kansas City, brings Louisi-
ana in close tonch with Nebrarka,
Kansae and the great Northwest.
The Association earnestly re-
guests land owners, particularly |
those having large bodies, 10 send |
on their lists with pogtage for cor-

respondence. There will be nui ) i WSS - =2
fee for entering the lists of landg| "
or corresponding relative thereto. | D st

J. C. Moneure. President: J.| ru o
Henry Shepherd, Treasurer and | 5 0 Ca Wy o

Becretary pro tem. =

1 e !
| Do You Know In TO“ n .
{ That the life of a shirt or color de- 2 Doors North of Donwy

“nendr upou the way it is haundled | - = =SS
| —the way it is washed and ironed ¥

{You will insure the life of your |

|linen by sending it to the Luke s

| Charles Steam Lauudry.
- o——o -

0ld People. L)

Old people who require medicine to

regulate the bowels and kidney's will

find the true remedy in Electric Bitters. z o

Proprietor of LAKE CHARLES

[ A1l Kinds of Coffing and Caskets carried in stock. Dead bodies
ready for shipment to any part of the world.
Feb. 17, 1884 -1y. Corper Ryan and Division Sta., Lake Charles,

‘The Oldest

!Tluu wedicine does not stimulate and
| containg no whiskey nor other intoxi- g
vant, but acts as a tonic and alterative !
It acts mildly on the stomach aud 4
bowels, adding strength and giving tone
to the organs, thereby aiding Nature
in the performance of the function
Electric Bitters is an excellent appe- ) 1N
tizer and aide digestion. Old People :
find it just exactly whut they need. P
Price fifty vents and $1.00 per Lottle at <
M. D, Kearney’s Drug Store. (&)

Think of every

invited with the daughters. Why ' ¥ “
should 1 e t 10 go with Cornie, my | How very timid he has grown!" |

rbraids, and. but f#ew lines of care op

sister-child? c | thought. “‘Can he mot wee that he has

These reflections made me more calm
and content, and 1 conld bid my sis-
ters a smiling adieu when they left me
early in the evening.

Coraie came back to give me a nec-
onfl kiss, and whispered, “I wish you
were going, teo, you old darling'"

“0ld,” 1 repaated to mysell. “Yes,
that is the word.”

And that night 1'loaked more atton-
tively than was my womt into my mir-
ror, and tried to vealise that I de-
served the epithet. But 1 saw mp
threads of sliver in my dark, heavy

my fair, broad forshesd. Anyhow, my

tried to realise that 1 must acoept the

their land, sad that \eill help cary

l

|
LTl

iy |
ik

1l

heart felt youns, amd wiih & sigh T

|/but to apeak in order to win?"

«l amiled assuringly, and he proceed-
ed

“Do mot think me precipitate in my
aflection, though the aeguaintance has
deen so brief, for 1.cannot be mistaken
in my feelings, and only wait your per-
missiop to offer my hand 1o your pet |
sister, Cornie. You stand in the place
of & parent to her, and 1

Two Seuthern Foats.

Madison Cawein and Samuel Miaturn
Peck, two southern poets of more than
aational reputation, have been lately
enjoying a
through New Yark. This commerciu!
matropolis has mo poets of her own:
but it must be aaid to her credit that
ber haspitality to visiting bards from
other sections of the gountry is ealy

asked your consent.’
Ah, Will, Will! It was well you
then

Theve is not much to add. Cornie’s
love was already given to the hand-
some Juan 80 recently a stranger; and
@ very few months later she became his
wite.

Lettie was a fair and stately brides-
‘maid, while ] witnessed with maternal

with which

. The
ng thing sbout the success of
r. Cawein and Mr. Pock 1s that it is
bhonestly and well deserved. Mr. Ca-
weln's | 1 published volumes, the
of which is “The Garden wuf
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pewspaper excellence ;
brimful of intereating read-

larity, circulation and’ad-
vertising value,

By Express C.O. D. privilege of examination on
| recelpt of $6.00. Money returned |9es express-
age If not accepted.

HE LuNCREN OVCI'E
Cagney & Christm
Wines, : ’I:;':;‘o‘r:!.:lm : Cigs
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