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plankand In spite of* state l«wiequi#g 
thnt pref«rence be given oldsoldierapplf-
cants for posltldn. This illustrates the sg-' 
nificant dlfferencebetwesn -profession -and. 
practice." ggggt^ . . / 

p,|v In the editorial columns of the Argus-
^s^Leader under date of October 24, 1894 

appears the following: 
"The gang managers are making their 

^muld f1*? claiming everything." 

ifes, In the editorial columns of the Argus. 
l||rLeader. under date of, January 11,1895, 

appaawthefollowing t 
•'What a howl would have gone up 

through the country if W. W. Taylor , had 
been a populist." 

itorial columns of the Argus-
ler date of January 11, 1895, 

Mowing: 
jakota finances have gone re-

P¥MW 

In the-editorial columns of the Argus-: 
Leader under date. of Janizary io, 1895, ap­
pears the. following: 

"Of -the'fifteen ..old soldiers-who were 
candidates for minor positionsfn fhe house 
and senate' at Pierre only three were 
chosen by the republican, .caucus, And this 
in spite of a statute giving special prefer­
ence to old soldiers and itr spite'also of the 

v loud protestations of friendship' which; we 
|| always hear by- republicans jn every plat-
' form, in, every state ^.convention and in 
1 every campaign. The old soldiers as-

sembledat Pierre, were so incensed at the 
shabby treatment accorded., them by.the 
caucus that an indignation meeting, was 

> held tb protest against it. The old .soldier 
1 is much beloved by the average republican 
5$ about election time." * 

In glie editorial columns of the Argus-
b^wder date qjL January 14th, 1895; 

J tie following: .. ... 

^WAS NOT TOQ BIJSY.. 
["cannot be^ pleaded in defense of pub-

lic;examiner. Myers that he had .too much-
work on 'his hands. Mr.. Myers has- had 
plenty of time to investigate minor officers: 
He spent several weeks in this city investi­
gating the accounts of Albion Thorne, 
clerkof the courts, arid as a result of his 
Investigation the county, after spending 
about $2,000 prosecuting the case made 
the startling relevation • that Mr. Thorne 
was $7 J short in his accounts. Mr. Myers 
had plenty of time, to investigate the 
democratic, treasurer' of MeCook county. 
He/was vigilent enough,. in .this.case: and 
when a: shortage, appeased promptly tele­
graphed the governor, to.suspend-the trfcas-
um, although, the. bond . was , abundantly; 
sufficient to. protect the; county. Mr- My­
ers . cannot <escape: criticism. on. the. ground 
of overwork. It may be that under'the 
law-Ahe state, treasurer's accounts , are kept 

_8uch a slip-shod-: way that the..public 
toej- could: not> make a thorough in-
„jnw ~ At the same time. hettells us 
e -suspected a month: ago that affairs 

were- in dubious shape in the. treasurer's 
office. Had. he displayed one-?half of the 
zeal ln calling .the state treasurer to;aniac^ 
counting, that he -displayed Jn- •. prosecuting, 
old; Albion Thorne the sUte mteht have 
been saved ,a ^considerable: sum ot money 
and a good-deal oi'disgnKe" 

The Argus-Leader's Pierre correspond­
ent outlines the amazingly loose methods 
which have prevailed Tn the treasurer's 
oflfee—a looseness almost as astounding as 
the defalcation itself. The legislature, 
should lose no time in amending the law 
so as to give the state absolute protection 
in the future. The state treasurer should 
be paid a sufficient salary and the state 
should get • whatever profit accrues fijom 
Interest On. the state deposits. Mr. Myer's 
suggestion as' to the selection by the state 
of depository banks and the keeping of a 
double set of books by which the auditor 
and treasurer could: check each other is 
good and should be embodied in whatever 
bill is passed." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date- of March 19, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"Brother Buchanan feels quite sure that 
editor of the Blade will be in line by 
time the next republican sta(e conveo-

jn is held. We feel equally sure that 
...e shall be supporting republican princi­
ples, but not the men who have betrayed 
the people this-winter.—'Letcher Blade/* 

"Well, what are the republican princi­
ples so far as South Dakota is concerned? 
Tell us what the republlcatf party stands 
for distinctively in this state. And also 
tell' us what principles are good for if the 
party leaders do not carry them out." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of March 28, 1895, 
appears the following : 

"The Letcher Blade makes note: of the 
fact that the republican papers of the state 
have refused to pay 'the usual compliment 
to the late legislature, and adds: 'It is 
noticeable that the vmen who were the 
most potent factors in their election are 
disgusted iwtth their record and have put 
them on the black list.' The Blade may, 
for the Blade is manly and noticeably fear­
less. But for the most of the others we 
have not sg much to say. When the time 
comes, they will defend the old promise-
breakers, or boom a new set with as much 
fervency as ever. It seems to us pretty 
clear that the people will never get a good 
fair show in South Dakota -until the re­
publican party, owned by a choice little 
regency, is given a thorough and historic 
drubbing." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under, date of March .19, 4895, 

tars the following-: 
"The crippled condition of the statetreas-

liry did not prevent the legislature from 
* Remaining in session until the last moment 

permitted-by law. It is always so much 
more pleasant to economise on someone 
else's salary, you know. — Chamberlain 
Demrenit." 

"Yes, and the fact that they traveled on 
passes did not prevent them from helping 
themselves to some thousands of dollars 
by way of mileage;" 

RMUMMT LEGISLATION. 
The record on the railroad ques 

tion is as dark as Egypt. It is so 
bad that even in a political campaign 

'our- citizens almost - shrink from refer­
ence to it. The Argus-Leader has 
written the record with all its ugly 
pictures, but is now striving to pot 
the same men in power who throttled 
the will of thfe people on this ques 
tion. It is thoroughly well known 
by the voters of the state that when 
the railroad bill was before the last 
legislature Senator Pettigrew wired 
from Washington to the members of 

the legislature at Pierte as follows: 
HLbeneue, that tthe legidlatuieBhou Id 
redeem the promises, made in the 
Yankton platformjon the question of 
railroad legislation." B)gfy then 
and there the railro&d lobty aiiPierre 
swore* vengeance <a*> 
grew, threatened him with all sorts 
of evil things, and then and there a 
great breach in the republican party 
in the state commenced. These 
same men are- ;hiii» .tc^ay 
and seeking to destroy his power ana' 
influence, and now asking that they 
shall' be returned to power. They 
have a railroad attorney as national 
committeeman in -tbe state:} a railroad 
attorney as state committeeman, and 
railroad attorneys at Huron, Water-
itown, £|itchell< Siou? Falls, in- the 
Slack HiUs and other points who are 
absolutely the controllers and di­
rectors of this campaign, and hope 
that the people will really believe 
that, the promises which they are 
making, now will be kept and they 
will' forget the broken promises of 
two yeara ago- The Argus-Leader 
pays 1 in its ' editorials below: "The 
people were gulled two yeara ago by 
this outfit, will they be gulled this 
time?" Bead what it said: 

In-the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of February 33,1895, 
appears the following: 

•The Sioux Falls Press says the repub-
licah party in South Dakota is going to 
have in 1896,'about all the load it can 
carry.' Taylor, Ruth, Myers, investigat­
ing committee, broken promises on the 
railroad question — well we agree with the 
Press. But if the party comes to the 
front with a brand new assortment of se­
ductive promises there are' probably 
enough gullible people in the state to float 
the thing for a few years longer. But 
only for a short time for 'you can't fool all 
the people all the time.' " • 

In the- editorial columns'of the'Argus-
Leader under date of February. 26,1895, 
appears the following: 

"Of the eighty-three' members of the 
house.only eighteen'were present yester­
day who favored the Wheeler bill, which 
was quietly and undramatically killed. 
The republicans, hpweyer, cannot also kil] 
the bill's ghost, which will flit about the 
state .two years from last fall. The pale 
phantom will rise up at many a republi­
can mass meeting to send terror into the 
knees and to blanche the faces of the 
promise-breakers." 

In the editorial columus of the Argus-
Leader, under date of February 28,1895, 
appears the following: 

"If the republican platform adopted at 
Yankton did not promise some such legis­
lation as that contemplated by the Wheeler 
bill, how comes it that such men as Sena­
tor Pettigrew, and such papers as the Sioux 
Falls Press, and the Yankton Press, so be­
lieved and so stated, and now. admit that 
the legislature has broken, faith with the 
people!'' 1 

In the editorial, columns of the Argus-
Leader, under .date of February , 21, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"Consistency, is it, you are after? Did 
we not hear the republicans shouting for 
regulation of railroads? A bill modeled 
in harmony with the republican platform 
was introduced and is being slowly stran­
gled to death by the republican committee 
named by a republican presiding officer. 
When it is reported it will be killed by re­
publican members, under the hypnotic 
power of W. B. Sterling, temporary chair­
man of the last republican state conven­
tion, and a candidate for the United States 
senate to succeed Senator Kyle. Republi­
can papers .should not stir up! this question 
of consistency." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of January 29, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"We hope that the friends of the rail­
road bill introduced by Representative 
Wheeler of this county will not be dis­
couraged by the report everywhere cur­
rent that the bill stands no chance of 
passage, but that they will crowd it to an 
early and serious consideration. We think 
it altogether likely that, the bill will be. 
voted down, but the Argus-Leader for 
one wishes a list of thoae who vote against 
it, for future use. We^are say that every 
republican member of the legislature 
promised his constituents that he would 
vote for a reasonable and just measure 
regulating the railroads. There is no 
denying the fact that the Wheeler bill is 
such a measure. It is important that these 
members be forced to record themselves 
upon this question in one way or the 
Other and to keep or violate, their promise 
openly and above board. The bill should 
be passed Or voted down, and not pigeon­
holed to death." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of February 20th, 1895, 
appears the following: 
' "The Argus-Leader has simply this to 
say. The-present legislature, is not the 
last w^ich will assemble in South Dakota, 
and the republican party does not own in 
fee simple the people of the state. There 
is going to be a political eruption some 
day which wilL blow into obscurity the 
party which has for years broken every 
material promise it. has made, and which 
has sold out Its birth right for a mess of 
pottage. When that time shall come, the 
railroads which have robbed the- people 
and attempted to, injure the business of 
those wjho tried to secure justice, will do 
well to get as reasonable and fair a meas­
ure as this very same Wheeler bill. The 
Argus-Leader shall at no time be tempted 
into ihe advocacy of .any measure which is 
not just and equitable and fair. But there 
are many people who will .catch the con­
tagion of revenge, and will make an effort 
to improve on the example set by the rail­
roads. Revenge is a double-edged sword, 
and it is a dangerous plaything." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of January 29, 1895, 
appears the following: 

WHAT THEY PROMISED. 
<«At the last republican state convention 

held in Yankton August 23,1894, the fol­
lowing plank was placed in the platform, 
without a dissenting vote: 

"We consider it the duty of every 
patriotic citizen to foster, patronize and 
encourage the home interests of our young 

1 state—agriculture, mining, manufacturing 
| and Commercial—and It is the duty of the 

state government to throw around them 
such laws as will insure fair and reteon-

able protectionw The transportation com-
panjeg and these, interests are so tuter? 
locked that we demand of our legislature 

- that -the railway commission- shall be dig, 
nified with sufficient authority to properly 
protect such interests against unjust, dis­
criminations by such transportation; iCom-
panies. 

, "In the campaign-r the candidates- and' 
their champions promised the people that 
if a republican legislature was elected, a 
fair restrictive railroad law would be 
passed, protecting the shippers and pro­
ducers of the state agaltfst the unjust .dis-

' criminations which have.prevailed. Many 
of the candidates signed an explicit pledge 

! promising their warm support of a reason. 
] sfele-and fair: railroad measure. The peo-
' pie of the state were ̂  more interested in 
this than in the senatorial question. They 

. bettered the republican promises, made* in. 
' platform and on the stump, and elected a 
legislature which is practically a republi­
can state convention. A good bill care­
fully drawn by able and'fair minded law­
yers, was promptly introduced; It'has re' 
peatedly been before the republican- rail-
r&d committee and now the report comes 
from Pierre that the committee'will- report 
it "without recommendation, and tjiat in 
all probability no law-on this subject will 
be passed at the present session. 

"The republicans now say that South 
Dakota is not 'ripe' for a railroad' law. 
Why didn't the republican platform 
frankly declare, then, that, in the view 
of- the republican party, railroad legis­
lation at this time would be unwisie? 
Why did not the candidates talk this, way 
on the stump? Why did they sign.pledges 
promising to support 'a fair and reason­
able railroad measure?' Is South-Dafcotai 
any less 'ripe' than during the last cam­
paign? And will the-state which is,being.de*, 
frauded every day by Unjust and monstrous 
discriminations lie apt to be in any better 
shape for such a law two years hence than 
now? The fact 'seems to be that this 
plank in the platform was simply a . play 
to the galleries It was only a vote-
catcher and was not intended to be taken 
seriously. It was a great thing to howl 
about in the campaign but ju|t as -good a 
thing to drop after the election certificates 
were issued. 

"We submit that the republicans cannot-
thus . afford to betray the people. They 
have passed an absolute and unqualified 
promise and there will be.a day of reckon­
ing unless it is redeemed." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of September 29,1894, 
appears the following : 

" The interest of the railroads lies in the 
election of the, republican ticket in South 
Dakota. This is clearly shown by the fact 
that the republican candidates, speakers 
and committee are liberally supplied -with 
passes, as well as cash help, while the 
workers of the opposition are denied: all 
privileges. The interest of the people in 
the-coming legislature is directly antagon­
istic to that of the roads. And the people 
may be expected to vote for their own in. 
terest." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus 
Leader,-under date of October 25, 1894, 
appears the following: 

"Mr. William B. Sterling, who is draw­
ing a salary of $5,000 as attorney for 
the Northwestern railroad, came to Sioux 
Falls to urge the election of the re 
publican legislative ticket. It will be re. 
membered that Mr. Sterling two years ago 
headed the railroad lobby at Pierre which 
successfully opposed any attempt to des­
troy the injustice of railroad management 
in this state. His anxietv to secure a re­
publican legtslature may be accounted for 
by the fact that he will again be at Pierre 
as the chief lobbyist of the roads. This is 
a pointer which should cause those people 
who desire the abolition of the railroad ex­
tortions to vote against the republican leg­
islative ticket." v 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of January 17, 18951 
appears the following:' 

ARE REPUBLICANS TO BLAME. 
"The Press seems to be terribly afraid 

lest the people of the state should blame 
the republican party for the defalcation of 
Mr. Taylor, and proves nicely by a theo-. 
retical argument that the party is not to 
blame. 

"Well, let's see. It was a republican 
legislature which failed to r ass a decent 
law touching the deposit of state funds. 
The bond of the treasurer was approved 
by republican officers .and passed upon by 
a republican attorney-general. We are 
now informed that there are probably tech­
nical irregularities in the bond which will 
invalidate it. The treasurer was 'exam­
ined' by a republican examiner, appointed 
by a republican governor, at the request of 
a republican treasurer. The republican 
commissioner of school lands violated the 
law, and through that violation resulted a 
loss of $90,000 to the schools, and a re­
publican governor sat by and sucked his 
thumb while this violation was going OQ.. 
Nobody but republican officers or repub­
lican appointees have had anything to do 
with it, and no restrictions have been made 
except those imposed by republican legis­
lators. To be sure, the republican party 
has no plank in its platform favoring em­
bezzlement,* nor will it in its next state 
convention probably pass a resolution en­
dorsing Mr. Taylor's acts, nor those of 
Maj. Ruth and Mr. Myers. But the whole 
transaction is by republicans; under repub­
lican laws and under the noses of a re­
publican administration. 

"If the party escapes criticism and pun­
ishment at the hands of the people, its 
management will have. to be bigger geni­
uses than Mr. Taylor himself." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of February i8th, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"Judge Burtt of Huron, who pleaded 
the cause of the railroads at Pierre held 
that the republican platform did not prom-
ise a railroad law. He goes .on to show, in 
a technical and fine spun argument, that 
the platform as adopted at Yankton-did 
not promise relief from railroad discrimina­
tion. And yet how strange it is that ewery 
repuKlican editor in the state put no such 
interpretation on the platform, and that 
even Senator Pettigrew himself lays on 
the legislature the charge of breaking faith 
with the people. Is it to come to this—that 
the republicans, are not only going to break 
their promises but are going to deny even 
that they made any promises?" 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of February nth, 1895 
appears the following: 

"The Yankton Press is saying some 
things these days about the-the Republic­
ans whicn it will have to apologize for in 
the campaign two years hence. It endor­
ses a statement of the Argus-Leader to the. 
effect that the Republican promises made 
in the Yankton convention and in the 
campaign touching a railroad bill were 
made simply to be broken and that there 
was no idea of fulfilling the promises when 
they were made" 

In the editorial columns-of the Argus-
Leader undep-vdate.of • February! I,7I89J<-
appears the following: 

'The republicans promised the people to 
enlarge the powers of the railwav com-
mtssiohi1 Instead of doing that it ki more. 
pnaMblet that the- commission will i be. 
•kbblMMd/ TtWsvfet-alHSMt as near aK-obk 
servance of the promises as we had ex­
pected." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of February 9, 1895, 
appeal* the following: 

"We do not need additional railroads 
mQre than we did last summer, when the 
republioans promised us adjust railroad 
law. And the republicans cannot make 
that argument before the people. The 
Orf1yvttUng>fOr.4hem^to,do. if they Jintend to 
default upon their promises is to boldly 
admit that they lied to the people,la«t sum­
mer and to laconically ask them what they 
are going, .to do about it. The people are 
not entirely unaccustomed to being lied to 
and in fact we are inclined -to think'from 
the course Of political history in this state 
that they rather enjoy it." 

In the editorial) columns of the Ai^us-
Leader,-under date of September 21,1894, 
appears the following: 

"The republican nominees for railroad 
commissioners are perfectly agreeable to 
the railroads. Does any one believe that 
if elected they .would bring,about .any re­
forms, lift any of the burdens from thepeo-
pleV backs? Two of the nominees are 
now serving. Have they done anything 
for 'the shippers? Have they made a thor­
ough investigation of the extortions, dis­
criminations, and refusal of promised con­
veniences and <shown to -the- people, what 
new laws are necessary to- curb the corpor 
atlons? Have they in fact done anything 
but <draw their salaries and distribute passes 
to their friends?" 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of Februarys, 1895, ap< 
pears the following: 

"A Sioux Falls man who -has- been at 
Pierre , says the.railroad lobby daily issues 
from twenty-five to fifty-free passes. He 
says that mot one man in two who goes to 
Pierre pays .his> fare, and not one . in- ten 
who comes away buys a ticket. 'All you 
need to do: to get a pass,' he says, 'is to 
make your wants, known and you- will 
speedily be accommodated.'" 

In the editorial columns of the Argus 
Leader under date of February 8, 1895 ap 
pears the following: 
! "At the risk of being impertinent the 
Argus-Leader would agftin recall to the 
Republicans in the legislature that the last, 
platform promised a just and reasonable 
railroad law-just such a one as the Wheel­
er bill, if enacted into law, would be." r. 

In the editorial columns of the Argus 
Leader under date of February .7, 1895, 
a p p e a r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g 5  „ ,  

"W. B. Sterling, of Huron was tem­
porary chairman of the late republican state 
convention which adopted a. strident plank 
in its platform calling, .for the passage of a 
law regulating the railroads. Mr. Sterling 
is now at Pierre lobbying against the en­
actment of the railroad law promised by 
the convention. Two years frtom last 
summer he wHl be at the republican con­
vention favoring a similar plank, andtwo 
years from now he will be at Pierce seeing 
that the promises are broken. 1 He is Dr. 
Jekyll in, convention time and Mr. Hyde in 
legislature time. He is versatile, plausible 
and bright, and his party will doubtless 
endeavor to reward his difficult services 
by sending him, to the United States sen­
ate. Watch this prediction and fcee how 
nearly it: is verified." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of October 2, 1894,.ap­
pears the following; 

"The greatest question that will come 
before the next legislature will be the reg­
ulation of railways, the reduction of 
Charges, the abolishment of discrimina­
tions, and the securing of the facilities 
granted to other states under similar cir­
cumstances. It is well known that noth? 
ingcanbe hoped ~for from the republican 
legislative ticket. All the candidates on 
the joint ticket are thoroughly committed 
to these reforms. Every one who desires 
to see the jobbing industry of the city 
built up and made prosperous should help 
the cause by voting—for the anti-gang 
ticket, every one who wishes to seethe 
farmers prosper should do the same. 
Every one, in fact, who realizes how the 
roads, are robbing the people of Sioux Falls 
and the contigious territory should throw 
his vote to remove the burden." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of February 2, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"The Wheeler railroad bill, it is said, 
showed Kis shadow today and went back 
into his burrow for two years mores'' 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date of February 2, 1895, 
appears the, following: 

"The republican campaign promises 
about railroad legislation read very funny 
these days." 

In the editorial, columns of the Acgus-
Leader under date of February 2d, 1895, 
appears the following; 

"The republicans now say. that South 
Dakota is not.'ripe' for a railroad law. 
Why didn't the republican platform frankiv 
declare then, that, in view of the republi­
can party, railroad legislation , at this time 
would be unwise? Why didn't the candi­
dates talk this way on the stump? Why 
did they sign pledges promising to support 
a fair and reasonable railroad measures?" 
—Argys-Leader. 

"No republican can reasonably make 
complaint about questions of this charac­
ter from democratic sources, in; view of 
the disposition of our legislature to avoid 
iggUUHm. for the government of. trans­
portation. companies. Just , restriction up­
on railroad companies was one of the lead­
ing issues of the last campaign and it was 
paomlMd freely by. orators and newspapers. 
The 4ime is coming when the republican 
press of the state will be again called 
upon to, exploit, the promises of the party 
and declare that , the utterances of its plat­
form ate something more than, meaning-:, 
less words. How. can it do this if the 
parly dishonor* the promise of themlroad 

of its last platform?"—Yankton 
Press. 

"Well, republican paperain South Da­
kota had lots-of. experience in.this line and 
they will simplj keep on making, excuses 
and mending broken promises. We are 
not worrying about the republican editors, 
But how long ,are the people gqing to 
stand this, sort -oi -thing-?" 

In the editorial- columns, of the Argus 
Leader, under date of April' 9,1894, ap--
pears the following: 

" The railroad commissioners are very 
conapifiuouatandinflueaiial public, officials. 
They can do more than any other public 
Official to secure justice for the farmers, to 
hold the railroads in check and to see that 
discrimination ceases. Heretofore the ap-
pointments have been made by the rail-
i^pdK- Evety :one who was at Pierre a 
year ago knowr that Gov. Sheldon was in 
close consultation with the railroad attor­
neys, that the latter turned down several 
able and honest men because of their hos­
tility to certain present abuses, and that 
before the nominations were sent in they 
canvassed- them and endorsed them: Every 
one knows that the railroad men were jub­
ilant at the governor's choice, and boldly 
ttaled that , they had 'things all their own 
way. For ye%rs the nominations have been 
made in the same way. The board has 
always been Either nominated or endorsed 
by the railroads. Its members have been 
friendly to the roads-and in many cases 
have been under, personal obligations to 
them for passes and otherwise. Thie con­
sequence-has been a failure to. investigate 
or circumscribe any of-.the abuses at which 
the railroad patrons so loudly complain. 

"There is now an opportunity to make 
a.great reform- Of course the railroads 
will be represented at the conventions and 
will endeavor to control the nominations. 
And they tottl of course use all their 
power-to seleot their friends. But the peo­
ple will have an opportunity to defeat 
them and if they do not do so no com­
plaint can be made." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader, under date -of February 1, 1895, 
appears the following: 

"A Yankton dispatch says that a rail-' 
road lobby will go to Pierre in a few days 
from Yankton to work .for better railroad 
rates for Yankton. The trip should not 
be necessary as the republican legislators 
are pledged by their platform, by their 
Campaign utterances, and by personal 
promises to the enactment of a law for the 
whole state. If the legislators feel bound 
at all by these obligations, they wilt pass 
some such bill as the Wheeler fiill without 
coaching from the Yankton lobby. If 
they are not honest enough to keep their 
promises, what additional security can be 
gained by more promises? We believe it 
has already been determined by the mem­
bers of the legislature to pass no railroad 
law at this session. The state is too 
•green.' It is too 'young.' The railroads 
are so 'generous and benevolent' that they 
should be allowed to rob the state a few 
years longer. These are in short the 
answers which the members will give to 
the Yankton lobbyists, and the latter had 
better save their money to help pay the 
extra tax which the railroads will levy 
against Yankton in its discriminations for 
the next two years." 

In the editorial columns of the Argus-
Leader under date of November 3, 1894 
appealed the following: 

"What is the significence of the presence 
of Railroad Superintendent Beardsley of 
the Milwaukee at this time about the office 
of Chief Kittridge. Has help for the gang 
in substantial form come fsom the railroad 
monopolists." 

In the-editorial cojumns of the . Argus-
Leader under date of March 7, 1895, ap­
pears the following.: v 

"The pending, pop-gun railroad bill 
should be entitled, 'An Act to Throw 
Dust in the Eyes of the People, and to 
Give Republican Candidates in 1896 Some­
thing, to Talk -About.' That is the purpose 
of the bill, and is admitted to be by all 
who are not struck with partisan blindness, 
The new bill gives no protection to the 
people that is not accorded by ttie present 
law, and in many respects the new is not 
as good as the old. The Wheeler bill, 
which was calculated to give relief to the 
people, was overwhelmingly beaten and 
you may be sure that no bill could pass 
which was not a mere subterfuge." 

In the editorial eolumns of the Argus 
Leader under date of March 30, 1895, ap 
pears the'folio wing: 1 

"And then just think of what the legis­
lature might have done but didn't.—Aber­
deen News. 

"Yes, that's what the railroad lobby is 
hugging itself over. But that seems a 
poor excuse for a sixty days' session and 
an expense of $90,000. They could have 
accomplished that in a week.' 

SENATOR PETTIGREW ON THE 
EOITOR IN POtlTICS. 

History is a deadly witness against 
those who seek to falsely accuse and 
to malign public men. Those who 
have been familiar with the course of 
events in the state of South Dakota, 
know full well who has been fighting 
the railroad lobby, the corrupt state 
administration and the influences of 
the eastern gold syndicate and the 
corporations in our struggling young 
state. The people cannot be hood­
winked or deceived. Hundreds of 
facts which are already recorded as 
history in our state might be referred 
to, but it is sufficient to call up one. 
More than a year ago, it was on the 
2d day of October, 1895, a banquet 
W&s given to the editors. of the state 
of South Dakota while the state fair 
was-in progress at Sioux Falls. Sen­
ator Pettigrew on that occasion was 
requested to respond to the toast, 
"The Editor In Politics." No one 
then foresaw the political complica-

It 

Most of the great papers in our great 
cities are owned by corporations and they 
are striving to shape the sentiment and 
direct the opinions of the people of this 
country, not in the interest of right or of 
public opinion, but to advance the inter­
ests, pecuniary or otherwise, of the own­
ers of the stock. -The columns of these 
great papers are no longer filled with the 
writings of great men whose souls are 
stirred by a love of country and a sense of 
duty, but by hired men who are directed 
from the business office to write that which 
will best serve the purpose of the- soulless ' 
gamblers who own the stock. To-day 
these journals refuse to publish any attack 
upon corporate greed or a corrupt financial 
system, but their columns are always open 
for the defense of these enemies of public 
liberty. 

From this alarming picture we turn with 
hope to the country press, and are not dis­
appointed. To the papers owned by the 
men who edit them, whose circulation and 
whose profits are so small as not to excite 
the greed of the money changers, the pub­
lic must turn for safety, for these repre­
sentatives of corporate interest only invest 
in papers that are, paying property, so that 
Ijiey may reap' a reward while they cor­
rupt their readers. Your numbers make 
up for your limited circulation, and you 
are next to the people after ̂ 11. You feel 
the beat of their pulse, your heart is in 
sympathy .with them, you keep pace with 
their bestsentiment. You should lead and 
form that sentiment uninfluenced, by the 
corporate press and by corrupt influences 
of every sort. The hope for the future is 
with you. - If 1 were editing a paper I 
should examine with care the articles in, 
any ready print or plate matter, and if- it did 
not accord with my Sentiments, it should 
not. go to my readers. 

You ought to and do shape the opinions 
of the public; You cannot do it by trying 
to ascertain what that opinion is, or may 
be, but by becoming well informed and 
concluding what public opinion ought to 
be to be right, the public may not. always 
approve. You may-be unpopular for the 
time, but the public will forgive an honest 
error. They will never forgive a dishon­
est effort to advocate what you supposed 
would be popular; besides an illy informed 
public in error is sure in the end to be 
right, and they will never admit-they were 
wrong nor forgive their leaders for agree­
ing with them when they were wrong. 

Gradually a paid lobby has begun to ap­
pear at our state capital. - It is your duty 
to make the lobby unpopular,- and to brand 
every man engaged in the business for pay. 
You should point out these corrupters of 
our servants, call them by name and state 
their business, so that if they move uncon­
victed they are yet condemned among their 
fellow men. For all that is for the public 
good our representatives are able to repre­
sent and protect our interest; they need no 
instructions from the paid lobbyists. Leg­
islators or others who take one step in the 
direction of dishonesty or in the betrayal 
of a public trust should never be forgiven. 
A great political responsibility rests upon 
you then, independent of party politics, 
and it makes no difference. to what politi­
cal party you may belong. In the.domaln 
of politics in the higher sense your inter­
est is one, your-purpose the same. That 
is the greatest good for the greatest num­
ber, honesty and integrity in public affairs, 
and the untrammeled expression of the 
public will. If your influence is so great 
in political affairs, you also have the right 
to enjoy the emoluments of office, not as 
a reward-for assisting any maninto power, 
but because of your service in the interest 
of the whole people. I should feel that an 
editor had sunli low indeed, it for any of­
fice, appointive or otherwise, he had re­
linquished his right to honestly criticise 
public men and their measures, no. matter 
how high or low the position they occupy. 
Some editors believe it is their province to 
engage in personal politics, to conceive a 
dislike for public men, and that there is no 
weapon they should not use to destroy, the 
public man\who has incurred their dis­
pleasure ; that falsehood and misrepresen­
tation are proper means to accomplish 
their purpose. When an editor engages in 
this work he and his paper become the 
subjects of another toast than the one to 
which 1 am responding, for they are the 
"Editor and Press Out of Politics." Op­
portunity may offer me to respond to that 
toast at borne future time. One thing is 
sure, no man of merit was ever destroyed 
by falsehood. 

"The more I look into the resources of 
human knowledge the more certain I be­
come that newspaper writers do not appre­
ciate their power or adequately understand 
the influence of their work. Like the man 
who 'shot an arrow into the air, it fell to 
the earth he knew not where,' the editor 
launches his comment upon affairs or his 
suggestion for their betterment and with­
out spending time tracing the course of 
the missile, immediately fites another 
shaft to his bow. j • 

"Two of your readers meet in the: even­
ing and proceed complacently to discuss 
the Cuban situation or the Armenian ques­
tion or the silver or tariff issue, projecting 
their views with all the enthusiasm of 
original discovery, each entirely uncon­
scious that he is expressing the opinions 
put forth by one of you perphaps the week 
before. Thus your influence is personal 
and your power great and with it- comes 
great responsibility, and the consciousness 
of that responsibility should be alwavs 
with you. The country press is individu­
ally personal and its character is the 
character of s the editor. While the 
corporate press is anonymous, irrespon­
sible, tending to evil, you should educate 
the people to shun its influence. There 
are many noble men engaged upon the 
anonymous press who fret their lives 
away in fetters. Many a gallant fellow, 
industrious, ardent, learned and self-for­
getting, has toiled through all his life 
filling the anonymous press with wit 

tions which have since come up. It | that has entertained millions and wisdom 
was not in the midst of a political 1that has promoted the welfare of his fellow 

Read what he raid then Imel? and suggestions that have 
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campaign 
as to the corrupting influences of the 
great newspapers in the large cities 
controlled Dy large corporations and 
by greedy men of wealth, and re­
flect upon his references to the 

1>ower of the trusts and the monopo-
ies, and to the lobbying system at 

our legislature,whicsh has been grow­
ing during, the p^st. few years with 
frightful- rapidity. </J J, 

"But how much'better will it be if the 
voice of the press is merely an echo of the 
voice of monopolies and trusts, of jugglers 
in. moaey and, gamblers in stock? Have 
we not in this country reasons for fore­
bodings in this direction? There is no 
cause for inflammatory language; but he 
is no alarmist who tells of real danger, nor 
is he a wise man who hides his head from 
it like an ostrich in the sand. What of the 
future? Is there no cause for vigilance? 
Who does not see in the heavens the men­
ace of that eclipse of virtue, in the shadow 
of Which the great republic may pass? 

made presidents and changed the current 
of national legislation, and gone down to 
his grave unknown. 

"I have known such men and I mourn 
their fate. Generally, however, anony­
mous corporate press is the paid advocate 
of some interest, and its editorials are or­
dered from the business office often by 
men who cannot speak the English lan­
guage correctly. I therefore believe this 
impersonal character of the city press is 
promotive of nothing but evil and its 
influence upon public opinion should de­
cline owing to its anonymous and, above • 
all, corrupt character. 

"If you would restore the whole press .• 
to its former pinnacle of power and influ­
ence for good, if you would place it upon 
the high mountain in pure air where every 
stream goes forth unpolluted, you must 
drive this corrupt, venal, corporate press 
from your ranks and from influence by 
depriving it of public favor and public 
confidence. You must open the idol and 
expose the trick and show that it is not 
conscience .and devotion to duty that in­
spire its editorials." 
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