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WKO JIiVED POLITICS? 
W j f l S K I f A . -

The Case Ipinst the State 
Board of Assessment. 

REPUBLICANS RIDICULE PETITIONS 

Board Refuses io Materially Increase 
Railroad Assessments Even on 

the Returns Made by 

the Roads. 

(Reformed Press Bureau, Pierre, S. D„ 
g& August 13, 1898.) 
HI WHO HAS PLAYED POLITICS? 
|f|The flght waged so,fiercely last week 
on the state board of assessment and 
equalization by Governor Andrew E. 
Lee, for a radical increase in railroad 
assessments, was but a continuation of 
the contest whi^h he began a year ago. 
The increase of $100 per mile on the 
Milwaukee and Northwestern systems, 
while in no sense, adequate, should be 
attributed solely to his efforts. One 
year ago Governor Lee began his cam
paign in favor of an increase of rail
road assessments, and the history of the 
contest is well known to the people. 
That he felled at that time was no 

• fault of his own. The republican mem
bers of the board of equalization were 
nominated by the railroad machine and 
elected only because national questions 
overshadowed state issues. There was 
no reason to suppose that they would 
desert their masters at a time when no 
political campaign was confronting 
them. They stood loyally by the rail
roads and refused any increase what
ever in railway assessments, with the 
exception.of the Great.Northern road, 
which they raised with the evident pur
pose of taking the curse off from their 
treatment of the other roaos. The in
crease in the Great Northern assess
ments was unfair because that road on 
most of its lines in this state does a very 
small and unprofitable business, as 
compared with the Milwaukee and 
Northwestern systems. But the Great 
Northern is not in politics in South Da
kota because it is not paying Kitt'redge 
a yearly salary to protect its interests. 
Its passes arc of very little consequence 
to state officers or others, and for these 
reasons it was an easy matter to make 
the Great Northern system a scapes-
goat for th* protection of republican 
state officers who were tied hand and 
foot to the Milwaukee and Northwest
ern"companies. Bu.-ing 
Governor Lee stood alone for a substan
tial increase in railroad assessments. 
To be sure Mr. Mayhew attempted to 
out-do him by offering motions to as
sess t.he roads at a valuation in excess 

, of the governor's proposition, but Mr.. 
Mayhew's actions were play, as has 

^•i^en abundantly demonstrated during 
the session of the board just closed. 

®There was every reason to suppose 
that Grigsby would assist the governor 
in his effort to increase railroad valua
tions, but his apostacy to the railroad 
interests has been fully discussed and 
is well known. At that time there was 

' no well-grounded reason to think that 
Governor Lee would be a candidate for 
rc-election. His business interests were 
so heavy, ana his well-known antipathy 

: for politics was of such character as to 
' lead to the inference that he would not 

care to continue in public life by ac
cepting a renomination and re-election. 
His contest against the miserably low 
railroad assessments was a contest in 
behalf of the people of the state, who 

i had for years been crying out against 
f the inequality between the assessment 
. of corporation property and that of in-

dividuals. As one of the people he 
. made the fight in behalf of his constit

uents and failed only because he was 
"i overpowered. His continuation of that 
' fight does not therefore, lead to the 

conclusion that political motives have 
inspired his recent acts, while the con
duct of the republican members of the 
board, one of whom is seeking re-elec-
tion as secretary of state and the other 
as governor, are easily susceptible of 
such a construction. A year ago Mr. 
Phillips' candidacy for governor had 
not been publicly broached. This year, 
when he wa3 confronted with a political 
convention which had in prospect much 
turmoil due to the dissatisfaction and 
disgust pervading the republican party 
because of railroad domination of the 
organization, he grudgingly yielded to 
a paltry increase of 5100 per mile on 
railroad assessments; though conditions 
have not changed in the last twelve 
months. A year ago he stood solidly 
against any increase whatever. The 
public may judge as to who has been 
playing politics. One year ago Mr. Rod
dle stood side by side with Mr. Phillips 
against any Increase in railroad valua
tions. He maintained that attitude this 
year, and.it must be said to his credit 
that he is a consistent railroad devotee, 
who knows hia master.and trusts to him 
for future success. Lockhart and Crane 

;are going out of office this year, l^ey 
:had every thing to gain by standing b* 
the railroads and they did so. Sioui 
IC. GHgtby, son of Melvin prigdfey, had 
an opportunity to make an enyiablerec-
ord. The fact that he did not do so ex
plains why >hia father did not r^#lsa 
from the office of attorney general, for, 
to have doj& no. would have afforded 
the governor an opportunity to appoint 
an attorne^geadral'1^  ̂
stood solidly for an adequate measure 
of relief for; the people; Mr.; Mayhew 
lifA no hopjs of a renomination, and 
while he intended for higher assess-
ments he afforded the governor very 
little aesistgiive, conduct,. gen
erally speaking, was that of an Ish-
maelite. >A 1 

THEN AND NOwj$! ' ' 
A year ago the railroad attorneys 

, were here in fOrceand they were put to 
-very severe straits for arguments with 
which to combat their own statement? 
respecting the value of their roads.; The 
casesbegun by the railroads to restrain 
the coitialMlonersfrom putttnglnto ef
fect th«tr schedule of jratw had been 
coiam*r>e«i-;-bef©re Judge Carland at 
Sioux F$lIsC"M itilroastroFtlMStr petf-

railrwds  ̂

ed affidavits claiming that the vtilue of 
their lines ranged from $15,000 to $29,-
,000 per mile. When confronted with 
jthese affidavits by Governor Lee during 
the meeting of the board or assessment, 
the republican members of that board 
allowed the railroad attorneys to set up 
counter affidavits, denying' the valua
tions which they had claimed for their 
roads in the injunction suits against the 
railroad commissioners. The republican 
members of the board were then quite 
willing to believe that the railroad com
panies had lied in their sworn com
plaints against the railroad commis
sioners and were zealous to accept as 
a fair basis for assessment the claims 
set up. by t£e roads in their CQunter ajf-
Idavfts. There was no election pend
ing then. The board of eaualizatlon 
vas unwilling to consider any testi

mony on behalf of the people, unwilling 
o believe anybody but the railroad at

torneys, who denied in Pierre what they 
swore to in Sioux Falls; and yet, when 
.he question of assessments comes up 
"his year this same board of equaliza
tion, with the same facts before it. re
fuses to materially increase railroad as
sessments on the ground that Judge 
Garland has decided that the railroads 
lied in their affidavits at Sioux Falls 
asking for an injunction against the 
-ailroad commissioners. Was there 
3ver more brazen inconsistency? 

THE PETITIONERS ANSWER. ' 
Let us now see what the record of thjs 

acrobatic board shows for the year 1898. 
The question of railroad assessments 
came up on the afternoon of August 3d. 
Railroad attorneys were present in 
force, as usual, and were listened to 
with the most devoted attention. Peti
tions from the people numbering about 
i.OOO names had been presented to the 
board asking that the principal lines of 
railroad in the state be assessed at not 
•ess than $5,000 per mile. The first ac-
ion offered on these petitions was a 

resolution by Mr. Mayhew inquiring of 
ne governor if the blank headings of 

the petitions were sent out from his 
office. It did not occur to Mr. Mayhew 
that Mr. Ayers had a perfect l ight as an 
American citizen to print and send out 
blanks asking for an increase^ of rail
road assessments, and the resolution 
which he offered, in its very best light, 
was an effort to belittle the petitions, 
and to cast doubt upon their authen
ticity by attempting to show that the 
blanks were forwarded from the state 
house. This was the first of a series of 
Illy-concealed jeers which republican 
members of the board cast at the peti
tions of 1.000 of South Dakota's best 
citizens, made up of republicans, demo
crats and populists. It was, very well 
answered by Governor Lee, who declar
ed that the petitioners had not been 
challenged, and that their names were 
the best evidence of the intention of the 
signers. Following this the petitions 
were taken up and read and the names 
counted. It was discovered that thir-
toen ecrurities ™'cre represented ori—the 
roll, and that Lawrence county had fur
nished 551 names, which may account 
for the fact that Mr. Phillips showed 
greater consideration for the petitions 
than any other republican member of 
the board. It was at this point in the 
proceedings that Mr. Roddle made his 
famous motion to telegraph to the peti
tioners asking them to "make the board 
conversant with the facts upon which 
they based their request for a raise in 
the assessment of railroads to an 
amount not less than $5,000 per mile." 
And to more completely emphasize their 
contempt for the petitioners Mr. May
hew insisted that the governor should 
send the telegrams. The latter, how
ever, positively refused to act, asserting 
that he had investigated the matter and 
was satisfied in his own mind, and was 
aot willing to assume that, those who 
lad signed the petitions were Ignorant 
a ad aid not know what they were sign-
ii %. Mr. Mayhew's amendment was 
voted down, and as secretary of the 
bor-.rd he was . directed to forward to 
var/ous petitioners in the state a tele
graphic inquiry for the reasons upon 
which they based their demands for an 
increasf in railroad assessments. That 
the animus of this telegram was quick
ly understood by some to whom it was 
sent, will be detected from the subjoin
ed answers, which I have quoted in 
full. 

"Clark, South Dakota, Aug. 4, 1898 
"H. E. Mayhew, Secretary State 

Board Assessment and Equalization, 
Pierre, S D. Dear Sir: You wired me 
at 5:05 p. m. today the following mes
sage, delivered 7:40 p. m.: 

" 'Frank G. Bohri. Clark. I am in
structed by board to invite railroad as
sessment petitioners in your county to 
furnish them facts on which to act as 
petitioned. Will you do so at once? 
Please answer by wire. 

—" 'H. E. Mayhew, 
" 'Secretary State Board Assessment 

and Equalization.' 
"I wired vou as follows 
"'H. E. Mayhew. Sec. State Board 

Assessment and Equalization, Pierre, S. 
D.—Yes sir; will mall y u facts tomor
row. —-Frank G. Bohri.' 

"1. As the original petitions from 
Clark are in your hands, I find It im
practicable for me to 'run down' 80 or 
90 petitioners tonight, or to serve as a 
lackey for the republican contingent of 
your board whose schcme to furnish 
political capital may easily be surmised 
from the tenor of your 'unflgleafed' tel-

"2. The right of petition is guaran
teed the people by the constitution of 
this state, atijd public servants may not 
by injmendor attempt" to trelittle this 
privilege of American citizenship. 

"3. Mfcr raason for favorlng the peti
tion'wa?^ based upon the aworh com
plaints of the railway companies filed 
iii the suits which were pending in 
S<oux Falls in 188?,̂ wherein- the allega
tions showed the coat .of constructing 
the various roadfl. to-wit: ' 

"Fremont, Eljkhorn and Missouri Val
ley, per mile, $18,790. 
; "Chicago. Burlington and : Qnincy, 
per mile. $29,390. 

"Chicago aflJcMNorthwestern, permlle, 
$15,436. ' 

"Gr^at Northern," per mile, $17,600. 
"Chicago. St Paiil, Minneapolis and 

Omaha*, per mile, $lfe,{KH). 
Chicago, Milwaukee c&d St. Paul, per 

mile, f 17,000.. 
"Four of them road* alleged the then 

value to: have been the cost of construc
tion. A majority of yonr board, one 
year ago, held that the allegations In 
thopet complaints were proper evidence 
for yonrboftr&itQ consider. Yoor board 
permitted these companies to cofttra-
djtat. or. exalain. by a»dav|fcjthe ,̂alle-. 

gations as to value; they made a show
ing that the theory of their complaints 
was. to set. out the cost of construction 
as he basis for capitalization, and the 
value on which they should be allowed 
to earn a reasonable profit before being 
compelled by the commissioners to re
duce their rates: Now ought these cor
porations to be permitted to pad their 
reports on the question of capitalization 
—or watered stock—in order to show a 
pretended loss, or low per cent of grain 
to defeat the lowering of rates—and not 
to be held estopped from denying the 
record voluntarily made by them—when 
they become subject to the revenue laws 
of the state? Yours truly, 

j?; —"Frank G. Bohri." 

"Vermillion. S. D., Aug. 6. 
"Have just returned from country and 

replying to your request asking for 
reasons for signing petition requesting 
that ratlroads be raised to a valuation 
five thousand dollars per mile, would 
say that as the railroads are charging 
4 cents per mile on the basis of seven
teen thousand dollars valuation, five 

IfK 
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iipsr P5L 
lying upon the testimony oF the rah- ^ 
roads in the case in Jutige Garland's 
court, believe their asFessmefit should 
be somewhere near , its actual value, as 

assessed* ftl about oft*-individuals fa 
third of Its value in money, and on that 
ground this board has sought to justify 
its refusal to inaterially raise the as-

often double what their actual value is. 
—"W. H. Psnrod." 

"Gettysburg, S. D., Aug. 5. 
"The facts your petitioners take into 

consideration in sending you thqfr peti
tion are the sworn statements of the 
railroad in the case in United States 
court before jfodge Carland. and theh 
assessment compared with the assess
ment on our lands, which are assessed 
at their full value.' ' MM 

. . .  .  .  a f t  These letters and telegrams were a 
surprise. The smart attempt at ridicule 
of the petitions resulted disastrously. 
The boomerang which Mr. Roddle fired 
with such abandon into a crowd sup
posed to be composed principally of 
half-baked populist farmers came back 
and landed with a swat in his own back 
yard. There was consternation in the 
camp, and "Honest" Jack Lockhart 

, . made a vociferous speech, demandihg 
thousand would not seem unjust nor ex-.; that the letters and telegrams be kept 

our lands are taxed at their value and aessment of the railroad* for the reason 

horbitant The people do not want 
more than what is fair, but while the 
railroads insist in charging rates on a 
seventeen thousand dollar basis they 
should not complain upon being taxed 
nn 1*UR than one-third of that amount. 

—"H. L. Ferry." 

"Vermillion, S. D., Aug. 6. 
"Just returned to Vermillion and re

plying to your telegram of the 4th. The 
railroads swore that their valuation 
was from fifteen thousand to seventeen 
thousand dollars per mile for the tmr-
pose of avoiding a reduction of their 
rates; they still deny the valuation 
placed upon them by Judge Carland and 
have appealed to the supreme court to 
finally establish the values which they 
swore to. The board of equalization 
had this information a year ago and al
lowed railroads to plead poverty for the 
purpose of avoiding taxes while swear
ing to larse valuation for the purpose 
of charging freight and passenger 
rates; the same facts are now before the 
board. Judgs Oakland's valuation will 
be well enough as a basis for the board 
to assess railroads on when it is good 
enough for roads to charge rates on; 
roads are already assessed at a rate be
low other property which has not been 
protected by special legislation. Farm 
property in two-thirds of the state is 
now assessed at as much as it will sell 
for. It is unfair to make the producers' 
land pay such a burden and refuse to 
make the railroads bear their fair share 
of the burdens. Petitioners here think 
five thousand dollars per mile on prin
cipal lines just in comparison with other 
property. —C. J. Gunderson." 

(By Mail.) 
"Deadwood, S. D.. Aug. 5, 1898. 

"Your telegram of the 4th to R. E. 
Grimshaw, asking for facts upon which 
petition was based for raising valuation 
for purposes of taxation on railway, tel
egraph ajid express comi>aRies'^roperty 
in this state, has been handed to me to 
answer as the one who circulated the 
petition. I beg to say that the petition 
was only circulated by me, and only in 
the city of Deadwood, and a portion 
only o* two days. I can only give a few 
of the many claims the petitioners had 
for signing that petition. It is fairly 
well known that the railroads of this 
town are doing an enormous business, 
that the D. and D. smelter company at 
this place alone pays the B. & M. R. R. 
one thousand dollars per day for 
freight; that that company receives 
about $3,000 daily from the business it 
does in Deadwood alone. It is believed 
the Homestake pays fully as much. If 
not more, for railway service as the D. 
& D.; that the Golden Reward Co. pays 
half as much. That the companies are 

out of the record, which he requested 
the stenographer to record but whicli he 
afterward eliminated from the proceed
ings. luose republican politicians were 
not aware of the fact that the people of 
this state had been keeping "tab" on 
the railroad rate cases and on the board 
of eaualizatlon, and it is no surprise 
that they were tired when they began to 
receive answers to the telegrams which 
they sent out in a spirit of such raillery. 
They received abundant "reasons" ana 
sufficient "facts" to keep them in hot 
water during the remainder of the ses
sion, and the presence in the record of 
these reasons and facts is what gives 
them pain at this time. It was a stupid 
trick to request any portion of a thou
sand petitioners to give their reasons 
for asking a raise in railroad assess
ments, but it was a still more stupid 
trick for me board to proceed to make 
the assessment before receiving the an
swers which it had requested. Messrs. 
Roddle and Phillips were discreet 
enough to realize the. situation in which 
they were placed, and they wisely voted 
against proceeding with the assessment 
until the petitioners had- been: heard 
from. But they did not maintain a con
sistent attitude, because when the gov
ernor moved the following resolution 
to reconsider the railroad assessments 
previously made, they voted squarely 
against reconsideration. The governor's 
resolution was as follows: 

"Whereas, At the instigation of this 
board of assessment and equalization, 
telegrams have been' sent to various 
parties in this Btate who petitioned the 
said board of equalization to assess the 
principal lines of railroad in Soutn Da
kota at not less than $5.C00 per mile, 
requesting said petitioner to state the 
reasons which actuated them in so pe
titioning this board; and, 

"Whereas, The reasons which said pe
titioners have submitted by wire and 
letter to this- boards and . which are . a 
part of the official record of its proceed
ings, seem to be both just and intelli
gent, and furnish sufficient information 
to warrant said petitioners in making 
their request, and to warrant this 
board, together with the other evi
dence in its possession, in aspnssing the 
principal lines of railroad in this state 
at a valuation of not less than $5,000 
per mile; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That the action heretofore 
taken by this board in the assessment 
of the railroad lines of this state be re
considered, and that the demands of 
said petitioners be given full weight in 
the assessment of the leading railroad 
lines of South Dakota, in order that the 
taxpayers of this state may be given 
such respectful consideration by this 

crowded with business, and are compell- ! board as they are justly entitled to re-
ed to put on improved rolling stock and 
to strengthen their tracks and bridges 
to meet the heavy demands made by the 
public; that their freight yards are con
stantly being enlarged and that with all 
this there is no increase in 'valuation of 
corporate property for purposes of tax
ation; that moreover corporate proper
ty is valued for purposes of taxation at 
ridiculously low figures as compared 
with that of private individuals. To se
cure the facts which the board seek, if 
not already found in the Milwaukee 

I case, the presentation of facts by tue 
I railway commissioners., and their attor
ney, Thomas Null, I would say that the 
board has by virtue of its office the re
sources provided by the state to secure 
these facts and that it is the duty of the 

1 board t.o avail itself of these resources 
' and not compel private individuals to 

be at such expense. Yours respectfully. 
—"A. E. Frank." 

"Letcher. S. D.. Aug. 5, 1898. 
"Hon. H. E. Mayhew, EsSi;, Pierre, S. 

D. Dear Sir—I am unable to give you 
facts as requested in your telegram, but 
I am instructed1 by petitioners to say— 
That your petitioners are composed of 
republicans, democrats and populists, 
merchants, farmers and mechanics, all 
representative men of Sanborn county, 
who believe that the railroads are not 
paying their proportionate share of 
taxes, and further believe their petition 
only asks for a just and equitable as
sessment. Yours respectfully; 

•""j; —"C. B. Stuart." 
"Deadwood, S. D., Aug. 4. 

"Petitlonert answer that their prop
erty is listed at sixty per cent of its val
ue regardless of income. Railways cap
italised at forty thousand per mile list
ed at two thousand per mile, an evident 
injustice to taxpayers and violation of 
constitution. Railways charge us five 

ceive from their public servants." 
In support of the foregoing resolu

tions he urged the following reasons: 
1. The railroad companies have 

sworn that their valuations on lines in 
this state run from $15,000 to $19,000 
per mile, in round numbers. These af
fidavits were before this board a year 
ago. The same evidence is in the pos
session of this board now. Nothing has 
since transpired to cause the railroads 
to modify the valuations which they 
then claimed and sought to establish as 
a basis on which to tax the people for 
carrying passengers and freight. 

2. The judicial valuation placed up
on the Milwaukee road has not been ad
mitted and accepted by that company. 
The company has taken the case to thei 
supreme court of the United States on 
appeal with the expectation of .causing 
delay and defeating the objects of the 
railroad law and of finally having its 
sworn valuation confirmed as correct by 
the court of last resort. 

3. This board, sitting as a board of 
assessment, is not bound to fix a valua
tion on railroad property exactly corre
sponding to the valuation fixed by the 
court, because this board must of ne
cessity consider the value of other prop
erty independently of its productive 
value. This policy has been followed 
by this board in the assessment of per-
nonal property and land. Land, in ful
ly one-half of the state, is assessed for 
as much as it will sell for in cash. Much 
of the. personal property Is assessed for 
more than half its value. This board 
has assessed the railroad companies for 
about one-fifth of the value of theh 
property claimed by their representa
tives under oath. Such disparity be
tween the assessment of land and per
sonal property and that of railroads 
cannot be reconciled by any reason yet 

cents per iaile ana outrageous freight offered by the majority of this board. 
charges. Let them bear a just share of 
taxation —Freeman Knowles, 

"For Petitioners." 
„ Vermillion, S. D., Aug. 4. 

'C. S. Gunderson. Is out of town. 
—"Harvey Gunderaon." 

"Sioux F&lls. S. D., Aug " 5. 
"Been absent month, did not know 

petition circulated in Minnehaha. As 
Signer of Deadwood petition would re
spectfully refer board tn sworn testi
mony of values In records of Milwaukee 
rate case, copies of which are on file In 
Offices of attorney general, governor, 
supreme court, at Pierre. Also sworn 
complaints in rate cases'' of every rall-
foad corporation in South Dakota 
which would be accepted as an admis
sion of values bjrany court In Christen
dom. —"C. 8. Palmer." 

^I*aetty9bur«; s. Efc, Aug. 6. 
"The petitioners of Patter cousty be

lieve that the railroad proper** in this 
county is paying a large percentage 
over all operating expenses and interest 
upon the value of cojjpynction, gnc 

T 

"This board of assessment is not 
bound to take cognizance of the fact, 
but would be justified In fairly consid
ering any reduction of freight anid pas
senger fates the railroads might m&e. 
While the railroads themselves deny 
the present value of the property plac
ed upon it by the court this board is- un
der no obligation to act upon that val
uation in. assessing taxes. While the 
roads claim their sworn value as the 
basis for Uie assessment of rates this 
board cannot fairly protect the int«tests 
of the state by recognizing any other 
valuation. 

5. It is an injustice to the people of 
this state to permit the roads to claim 
(me value for the purpose of collecting 
fares and another for the purpose of 
paylng taxes. Having refused ft* accept 
the .court's valuation in the first in
stance they are estopped from taklng ad-
vantage of St ln the second, .and it is the 
duty of this board to take notice of the 
Oust.. . 

6. This board has assumed that the 
Tands and personal property 

that Judge Carland's valuation. $9,082 
per mile. Is claimed to be a fair basis 
for the assessment of railroad property. 
This Is not true. Measured by the one-
third rule the railroad assessments 
heretofore made are in excess of one-
third of the Carland valuation, and to 
be consistent this board should reduce 
the railroad assessment if the one-third 
rule is to be adhered to. 

7. If the sworn statements of the 
companies are the best evidence of the 
value of their property and this board 
insists upon applying the one-third 
rule, then the railroad ainmssments 
should be reconsidered and increased to 
approximate the amount prayttd for by 
these petitioners. 

8. Private property Is assessed by 
the local assessors upon the sworn 
statements of the ownera thereof as to 
its value. Why should a different rule 
be applied to the property of railroads? 

9. If this board is to abSfedu railroad 
property upon an equality with land 
and pe: sonal property, to-wlt: at about 
one-half of the value thereof, then It 
may accept Judge Carland's valuation 
and assess the roads at one-half of the 
valuation established by the court, or 
an average of $4,541 per mile. Such an 
assessment I should be willing to sup
port 

10. This board is not bound to as
sess the roadB at one-half or one-third 
of their judicially determined value. 
Th$ law declares that they muBt be as
sessed for their actual value; anything 
less is a compromise, tind when thiB 
board in its discretion enters the field 
of compromise, it is bound to give no 
advantage to the owners of railroad 
property not equally enjoyed by the 
ownerB of other classes of property. 

11. The railroads enjoy valuable 
franchises, the gift of the people, and 
from which the state should receive 
some remuneration. These franchises 
should be taken into consideration in 
arriving at the valnei of their property. 
By means of a monopoly, a gift of sov
ereign power from the state, the rail
roads enjoy advantages from which the 
state is entitled to receive a fair re
turn, either in reduced rates or more 
equitable taxes. As the roads have de
nied the people the first, this Board Is 
morally bounu to exhaust its power to 
procure the second. 

12. The trial of the Milwaukee rate 
cabe developed the fact that it is the 
practice of that corporation to pad its 
expenses in order to show small earn
ings in the operation of its lined ib this 
state. For instance, the company 
charges S4 per ton for coal used on its 
locomotives, when they sell the same 
coal at their inlneB in I.owa for 85 cents 
per ton, and charge private dealers but 
$2 per ton for hauling the same coal to 
this state. It will be seen that they 
charge themselves $1.15 per ton more 
than they do others, and their only ob
ject can be to swell expenses for the 
purpose of defeating this board and the 
board of railroad commissioners. The 
same practice runs through practically 
all their items of expense, and it is fair
ly presumable that their operating ex
penses are padded 25 per cent if not 
more. The same system of deception i'i 
unquestionably employed by other 
lines. These facts this board is bound 
to consider, so long at least, as it pre
tends to consider railroad earnings as 
an Ingredient in railroad assessments. 

13. The state is not given credit for 
its share of the earnings of the roads, 
but is credited only with the business 
to the state line. This fact this board 
should consider. 

14. That the railroads in this state 
are in a position to bear a highei* rate 
o? taxation without working hardship 
or injustice is disclosed by the follow
ing concluding paragraph of Judge Car-
land's opinion in the Milwaukee rate 
case: "It will thus be seen that if the 
commissioners* schedule of rates and 
fares had been in effect during the four, 
years that we have considered, there 
would have been an earning on the val
ue of the property apportioned to losal 
earnings of 18 per cent for the year end-
inc June 30. 1894; 12 and 1-10 per cesit 
for the year ending June 30th, 1895; !15 
and 3-10 per cent for the year ending 
June 30, 1896; 16 and 2-10 per cent for 
the year ending June 30, 1897." 

15. The Milwaukee company was 
forced by its trial of the rate cases to 
report to the state auditor in 1898 $1,-
047,840.65 more property than it report
ed as being in its possession in 1897. 
The juggling which this company has 
been doing to evade taxation on one 
hand, while it maintained exorbitant 
rates on the other, moved Judge Car-
land to declare in his Tecent opinion 
that: "The court was inclined at one 
time to be of the opinion that it was un
able, from the testimony, to ascertain 
what the fair present value of the com
plainant's property in South Dakota 
was. in view of the conflicting state
ments of witnesses called upon that 
question and the great disparity be
tween the value of the property fixed by 
the company for the purpose of this suit 
and the value of the same'property fix
ed for purposes of taxation." This In 
creased valuation which the Milwaukee 
company has been hiding to defraud 
thiB state should at least be taken In
to account by this board, and to add it 
to the total assessed valuation placed 
u»>on the company's property by this 
baud in 1897 and then assess the road 
upon the basis of value thus arrived at, 
would produce a taxable- valuation, 
which, while yet too low, still more in 
harmony with justice than the assess
ment which . this board has - already 
made. 

It will thus be Been that Governor 
Lee exhausted every resource at his 
command, and employed avery argu
ment within,his reach to secure a re
consideration of the railroad assess
ments which had been previously made, 
and;while the republican members of 
the board, Mr. Mayhew excepted, pass
ed a, buncombe resolution at the close 
of the meeting in which they sought to 
exonerate and excuse themselves for 

era frora iiawrence county. Hi* sciioit. 
-vsras like a thunder bolt out of a dcBP'. Q 
sky. The road agents grew pale, and 
his republican associates on the board... 
eyed him askance. His action had not 
heen expected. It wa»*the intention of 
the republican members of the board* 
with the exception of Mayhew, to stand 
pat for the railroads. That the^ did not 
so stand in all respects way due wholly 
to Mr. Phillips' ambition to be gover
nor of this state. ffff| 

Let the farmers of South Dakota, and 
the small householders in the towns of 1 

this state, whose lands and stock and 
household goods are assessed for fully 
half of what they would sell for ask 
themselves why it is that the great rail-
road corporations doing business here ^ 
are enabled to escape wittt an assess-*,-
ment of one-fifth of what they claim to * 
be their value. Let these small farmers 
and little householders In the towns 
and cities figure out, if they can, wha^ < 
reason, if any, the railroads have fo^Ji 
desiring to control republican conven-ijjg 
tions and secure the election of candi iff! 
dates nominated through the manipu-v'fv 
lation of their machine. A raise of $100M 
a mile on the two great railway sys
tems of this state increased our taxabto^ 
valuation nearly $200,000, It will mean$^ 
an increase in revenue to the counties 
and state of about $6,000. If the val-
uations of Governor Lee had been 
adopted for purposes of assessment the 
assessed valuation would have been in- .in

creased something more than $2,000,000, 
which would have added to tho revenue 
of the flchool districts, counties and 
state over $60,000. In view of these 
facts it is not singular that the rail
roads are desperately in earnest In their 
desire to defeat the re-election of Gov
ernor Lee. and equally in earnest in 
their ambition to elect a full set of re- .;, 
publican state officers. The railroads^ 
are class-conscious; they stand togeth
er. With this record before them will 
the people do the same? 

„ —Thomas H. Ayers. 

sis 

-MOST COIIIJIAL GOOD WISHES, 

Are Sent by gpnulnh Soldier* to 
Tlielr Victors. 

Washington, Aug. 24.—A document 
entirely unique in the annals of war-
tare was cabled to the war department 
by Gen. Slinfter, 11 is in the form of a 
cwiKfutulatory farewell nddress issued 
to the soldiers of tlie American army 
by Pedro Lopez de Castillo, a private 
Spanish soldier on behalf of the 11,000 
Spanish soldiers. The president .was 

• mueli impressed by the address anf 
after rendiujg it carefully authorized its 
publication. Following is the text of 
wddress as cabled by Oen. Shafter: 

Santiago, Aug. 22, 1898.—II. d. Corbln, Ad
jutant General. U. S. A., Washington: Thu 
following letter has just been received from : 
the noldler-H now embarking fcr Spain: 

"To MuJ. den. Shafter, Commanding thu 
American Army In Cuba—Sir: The Spanish 
soldiers wliii capitulated In this place on the 
lfith ot July last, recognizing your lilRh and 
Just position, urny llmt through you all the 
courageoaH and noble Holders under your com
mand may receive our good wUhea and faro-
well, which we send them on embarking for 
our belov.'d Spain. For this favuf, riMch -sve; 
have no doubt you will grant, you will gain 
the everlasting gratitude and consideration otr 
eleventh hear and th« Spanish soldier*, wbt>-
are your most humble servants. Signed, Pedro-
Lopez de Castillo, Private ot Infantry," 

Also the following letter, addressed to thair 
soldiers of the American afmy: 

"Soldiers of the American Army: We would . 
not bo fulfilling our duty as well-born men, ; 
In whose breasts there1 live' gratitude and 
courtesy,1 should we embark for our beloved^ 
Spain without sending to you our most cor- ' 
dial and good washes and farewell. We fodglit -
you with ardor, with ail/^ our 3tr«p«th,-en~(; 
deavorintf to gkin the ylctory, but without tho :-
sllghtnst ranoor or hate towards the American 
nation. We -tyive been van'qulBhed. by .you (so 
our gencials and chiefs judged in signing tho 
capitulation), but our iurrfcnder and the bloody 
battles prtcedlng It but left In our soulR no 
place for resentment against the men who 
fought us nobly and valiantly. You fought 
and acted In compliance with the same call 
of duty as We, for we ail but represent the 
power of our respective states. You fought tn* 
as men, face to face and with great courage, 
as before stated, a qun!I6j' wblcn we. had- not-
met with durlngxthe three years we have cart: 
ried on this war against a people without re
ligion, without mulcts, without conscience and 
of doubtful origin, who could not confront thi> 
enemy, but. hidden, shot their noble victim* 
from ambush and then immediately fled. ThU 
was the kind of war we'had to sustain In thi3 
unfortunate lar.il, 

"You have compiled exactly with .all the 
laws and usages of war as recognised by the 
armies of the most civilized nations of tho 
world; have given honorable burial to the 
dead of the vanquished; have cured their 
wou.ided "With great humanity; have respected 
and cared for your pdsoneta artd their comfort. 
and lastly, to us, whose condition was ter.^ytev^' 
you have given freely bf ffliod, ot your stock ot; 
medicines and you have Honored Jis with. djs 
tlnctlon and courtesy, for after the fighting the;! 
two armies mingled with the utmost harmony. 
With this high sentiment of appreciation from 
us all, there remains but to ^xpresj opr fare
well and with great sincerity we wish you all- . 
happiness and health In this land, which will nu 
longer belong to dear Span, ljut wll be. yours, . 
wheh, you conquered by force and Watered ; 
it with your blood, as your conscience called 
for, under the demand of civilization and hu
manity; but the descendants of the Congo an 
of Guinea, mingled with the blood of unscru-
pulous Spaniards and of traitors and of advcn-ij 
turers, these people are not abie to, exerolse or S 
enjoy their liberty, for they will find it a 
den to comply with .the laws which govern ravjT 
lllzed communities. ' 

"From 11.000 Spanish soldiers. (Signed) "P4 
' dro LrtJi>fez <3e Castillo, Soldier of .inffijitEv. Sa 
tlago de Cuba. Aug. :21, 

• ;. istcr "t W.i.K 
Jnut and Proper. 

London. Aug. 24.—A Madrid rorr 
spondent says: Gen. Jaiidene's' tele
graphs that the Americans have taUenpl 
possession of the Spanish headqUnrteraS 
for their own troops ; and -tbat the|C 
Spanish troops are encamped in the||[ 
Cathedral quarter. Their condition isll 
bail. Oen. .Tntidenes recommends their^! 
prompt repatriation in oriuer to prevent 
the outbreak of an epidemic.'?-^-.. 

Extremes of eilmatffc?'® ; ."; -
^Des Moines, ifcwa,, Aug. 24.-J. aL* 
Jackson, a Des Moines man of som^li 
prominence and Wealth, who has juslffl 
retqruieQ frpur thej Klondike - re#Gb]S| 
will go to Porto Klifo'Soon to open uri?' 
a broker's business. - , 

/Y.. Aug. 24.r-The plant, 
of the:,Bt%b Falls Sulphite Pule an&i 
Mining company, ineitided nt Pyrtt^/ 
has; been destroyed by fire. The caused 
is unknown. Thef' loss is nla 
$300.000J ; r - m 

3% n 

explain why they proceeded to make 
the railroad assessments before hear
ing from the people to whoitn they had 
appealed, and why. having hsard tram 
the people, they did not show dccent re
spect for their desires by rec-Qnslderihg 
the action by which they had made the 
assessments. 

The truth about the matter Is. (hut 
Mr, Phillips was frightene&'ifto~ieavtB3 
his republican coadjntorfr'on the board 

of ,private because of tJ>e Dressurf  ̂iol pejiitiaii*! :-J 

Convalescent Soldier 
— Princeton, Minn.j Aug. 28. - LleuUj 

their previous course, they have yet <L*S4T„X®swe®»» Company M, Fourteenth Min
nesota vefttrateers, arrived home fr>>&  ̂
Camp Thoinas to-day much reduced iij 
strength by joatarial fever. It will 
take three, months- sest and treatment 
kef°re|ie can resume work. 

. .. _ ^^ComnilMlon Appointed.. 
Madrid, Atg. 23. —The Porto nic«$' 

Soiamifsslon, it is annonifo^i, has been 
appointed. 
Vallerftso, 

t is comp 
iiuOrtega 

•of Ad 
nd Senor 

iL-f wai 

mm. 


