SCILN 'IFIC TOPICS

CURRENT NOTES OF DISCOV-
ERY AND INVENTION.

What the White Man's Burden Really
Means—Cab Taxameters Among the
Latest Inventions — Shaving by
Machinery.

The "'White Man's Barden.”

The London Times says: In an in-
teresting statistical article in the

American Review of Reviews, Dr.

Dorchester endeavors to set forth in |

Square miles and population the di-
mensions of the burden of the White
Man. His article may be recommend-
} €d to those who assume that this bur-
den is of recent growth, and can be

y Prevented from increasing. Estimated .

in area, it had already in 1800 reached

the fair total of 6,266,881 square miles. |

In the next eighty years
Square miles were added to the pos-
sessions of the seven great colonial
powers. Since 1880, Germany and the
United SWates have become the posses-
sors of colonies. It is a significant

fact, that of the six powers which are
still

sessiong at the beginning of the pres-

ent century. Dr. Dorchester points out !

that of the 52,000,000 square miles of

the whole world, 22,288,152 are held in !
a colonial or protectorate form, and |
. that all this territory has been ac- |
quired by Christian governments since !

1500, and the greater part since 1600.
Expressed statistically, the “White
Man’s Burden” may be put down at
22,288,152 square miles, or 42 per cenf,
of the total area of the earth’s sur-
face, and 447,296,859 inhabitants, or 33
per cent of its population,

Within the last eighteen years 8,670,-
120 square miles have been added to
the colonial empires of the great col-
onizing powers. Thig total, which does
not include Egypt or the Soudan, is
made up as follows:

Square miles.
Great Britain !
France
Germany
Russia
United States .. 50 .00, caesecsss
Netherlands
Portugal
Spain

Even Spain,
her best colonies, has increased- the
colonial area she governed in 1880.

Denmark alone among the old colonial
" ;powers has not added more territory

265,381

96,605

to her over-sea possession during the |

present century. It is interesting to

note that the total colonial area is 7.7

times larger than the total areas of
the home governments.. In the case
of Great Britain it is 75 times more
than her local home area; in that of
France nearly 18, Portugal 22, the Ne-
therlands 65, Germany 5, and Russia
3 times as large as their home area.

Cab “Taxameters.”

London has at last risen against the
cabby. A machine lately invented will
register every circumstance in connec-
tion' with a ride in a cab, and so uni-
versal is the cry for these, and so
pointed the manner in which cabs that
have them are patronized in prefer-
ence to cabs that have not, that the
owners and managers of the various
cab systems are speedily putting them
in, 'ThHe machine, which is known as
the taxameter, registers when you get
in whether you have a vallse or not;
directs your attention to the fact that
you. have ridden a mile by the loud
ring on a bell, and at every half mile
‘thereafter.,, If you walit in front of a
store the charge is just the same, as a
device under the control of the driver
shifts the regulator from the wheel to
a clock. On lighting for the last time
a spring is touched to show up on a
card the amount of your fee. The
drivers of the company which put the
machines in first wear a distinguish-
ing badge, and are doing all the busi-
ness, They are well and regularly
paid, in consequence of Which they are

8,826,632 |

acquiring colonies, four should !
have possessed extended colonial pos- !

160,601 |
123,677 |

79,911 |
in spite of the loss of |

‘exactly alike in every detail. Hence
when a number are played together
they sound like only oneé record, and
with a loudnesg proportionate to their
number. Mr. Berliner has named his
new invention the multiphone, the ex-
perimental machine which he has con-
structed being a sextuplex multiphone,
that is, one in which gix records are
played simultaneously.

It has long been known that the
carrying power of the ordinary gram-
ophone is most astonishing. It fills
a hall the gize of the Metropolitan
Opera House, in New York, and on the
water, on a quiet evening, it has been
heard over two miles. Multiply these
effects by six, and you have the per-
formance of a sextuplex gramophone.

Shaving by Machinery.
What a luxury it would be to shave
{ oneself without doing the shaving!

| Such an ideal must have seemed with-
in the realization to the British of a
| century and a half ago. Among the
Specious prospectuses lying on their
. breakfast table one day they found a
| document contaicing “proposals” to fit
up a piece of machinery which would
shave sixty men in an hour, and comb
and powder their wigs into the bar-
gain. Hach subscriber to this whole-
sale shaving machine was to pay a
guinea a year, in exchange for which
| he was to receive a copper ticket;
{ Which - would secure him as many
shaves in a twelvemonth as the most
. ardent lover of a “clean face” could
desire. Then there was to be a new
. engine set up for every 500 subserib-
ers, the locality of which was to be
decided by the first 200 to give in their

names, To inspire confidence in the
scheme, there was published the ac-
companying plates. The process was
to be very simple. You merely placed
your face against one of the circular
plates in the side of the wall, and the
razors whith whirled rapidly past the
| narrow openings were warranted to
finish off their work in sixty seconds.

. Speclies of Plants Known.

A comparison of the number of
species of plants known to the vari-
ous learned men, who have lived @ur-
ing the past 2,000 years, and-whose
names are more or less familiar to us,
shows, says Prof. F. H. Knowlton in
the Plant World, how marvelously
our knowledge of plants has been in-
creased. Thus Hippocrates, called the
“Father of Medicine,” who lived be-
tween -500-400 B, C., knew only 234
species or kinds of plants. Theoph-
'rastus, 371-225 B. C., who was perhaps
the first real botanlst whose name has
been handed down to us, described
about 500 species of plants, which he
divided into trees, herbs and shrubs.
By Dioscorides (77 A. D.) the number
was raised to 600 species; and by Pliny
(23-75 A. D)) to 800 species. During
the ensuing 1,600 years and more, com-
paratively little work was* accom-
plished. Ray, who wrote between
1685 and 1704, enumerated and de-
scribed 18,626 specles of plants. The
number of plantg known. to Linnaeus
in 1771 was only 8,551 species, less than
half the number supposed to have
been known to Ray. Persoon in 1807
recognized 20,000 species of flowering
plants, while DeCandolle in 1809 rec-
ognized 30,000 species. An estimate
made about five years ago placed thel
number of known plants in the world !
at 173,726, of which the ‘seed plants
made up about 125,000. Cofsidering
the number of new species published
every year, it is probable that the
number now in the books is not much
short of 200,000 species.

To Save Slnking Ships.
.~ Among the inventions which had a
practical trial during the recent Span-
ish-American war was a French device
for stopping shot holes, called the
Colomes stopper. One of these was
employed to close a rent made by a
shefl in the: United States battieship
Iowa. The hole wag about a foot above
the water line. As soon as the stopper
was inserted the inflow of water, which
had begun to flood the deck, ceased.
The stopper consists of a rod haying

the center so that it cah be folded
backward along the rod. To stop a
leak; the rod carrying the plate is first
thrust outward through ths hole;’ then

come paullel to the ﬂ
‘and in this menu
by the rod so as
pletely to cover

lulose cushion

and by the.| L
a‘alnst the mé

the hole.

‘at one end an iron plate; pivoted at |

CAMPFIRE SKETCHES

GOOD SHORT STORIES . FOR
THE VETERANS. ;

Dewey’s Lesson to Women—Called on an
Ortranized Femamie Journalist at Manila
~—Filipino Treachery—Aun Incldent of
Gen. Miller's Expedition to Xlollo.

.

The Coast Patrol

Draw closer your oilskin jacket
To baffie the swirling snow,

For tonight’s storm is the fiercest
That ever the Cape did know, &

The flery eye of the lighthouse,
That has flashed its warnings far

Out where the pitiless breakers
Are pounding the seething bar,

Has been fast closed by the pelting
Of snow and blinding sleet,

YWhat help is there now for the vessel
A walf from the scattered fieet?

Go down on the waack-strewn beaches

“Where the sea gives up its dead;

Perchance there will be one living
When the hungry waves are fed.

Go up on the reeling headlands,
Where the sand and sleet fly fast,

Propelled by a thousand furles,
Pursued by the shrieking blast,

And list for the boom of the cannon
When the tempest has paused for
breath;
Where the mad waves are
leaping
There are men face to face with death,

frightfully

Then fight your way to the life crew,
Those seamen true and brave

‘Who ‘will battle the wildest billows,
Fear not! there are lives to save.

May the God who rules above us
Save tonight fromn the storm's
wrath’
Both the sailor and the lonely surfman
Patrolling the wreck-strewn path,
—George A. Cowen in Boston Evening
Transcript,

wild

Dewey’s Lesson to Womon.

The Oriental hotel in Manila has
long been the favorite’ abiding place
of the wives of army and navy officers
stationed there. Naturally they have
their little, all-important *“set,” in

their eyes the cream of aristocracy.,

This set has a rigid outside; it doeg not
include any wbmen of less aristocratic
position than theirs, .any one whose
money is the result of her own honor-
able labors. There was one of the lat-
ter class of women staying at the
Oriental hotel during- the months of
the war excitement, a Miss Tnompson,
who was the correspondent of a syndi-

cate of American newspapers. She Was:

a woman of ability. She did her work
well and won the respect and esteem
of every one who knew her; she was
universally liked, except by the offi-
cers’ wives, who could not condescend
to know her. They made their attitude
pronounced; they drew the social line,
on whose safe inside they congratu-
lated themselves upon belng.

Miss Thompson had an unexpected
visitor one day. Admiral Dewey sent
up his card. He paid a long call. He
and Miss Thompson found much that
was interesting to talk about. “In the
enjoyment of their talk they were ap-
parently oblivious that the rest of the
Oriental hotel had gone mad. The
world haa quite come to an end in the
tezpot district, with its self-righteous
ideas of the fitness of things. The ad-
miral had called on a workingwoman!
They were made to appear in the
wrong. Perhaps it is better to draw
a vell over the subsequent wailing and
gnashing of teeth, the tears and rage
of the would-be leaders of Manila so-
ciety. But Dewey was characteris-
tically relentless. He rubbed in the
lesson he had given,  He asked Miss
"Thompson if he might lunch with her
‘the next day, and again the whole
‘Oriental hotel knew it and was aflame.
The woman who had been humiliated
by the pettiness of petty people was
honored by a great man. And no one
ecan doubt that behind the fron  com-
mander, with the eye of an eagle, the
brain of lightning, and the will of
gteel, there exists the very tender
heart of a gentleman of the old
school,—San Francisco Bulletin,

Filipino Treachery.

A little incident occurred on. the
water-boat, alongside of the Newport,
which exemplifies native character.
Our quartermaster sgeized the small
water-boat, which gets its supply from

“& spring on the island of “Quimeras,

The water-boat is the only means of
supplying ships'in the harbor with
water. The owner of the boat demand-
ed $60 a day, which was retused by the
quartermaster, -

The owner went away, saying that
he would get, even with W#s. We had
two American guards on the boat, who
got on splendid with - the new crew.
‘The captain of the crew was especially
pleasnnt to the Americans—tried to
- | talk vith t.he soldiers, and in every

lnner-time “just at
ng into ni ht the two

)

overboard and escaped. The Wwhole af-

fair was a cold-blooded and treacher-|

ous murder, planned with utter disre-
gard of consequences. No doubt the
idea was to get possession of the
water-boat, 3
E
The White House. .

The changes of a century have made
the white house poorly adapted .o the
requirementg of a presidential man-
The associations connocted With
the historic edifice have caused hesi-
tation in making a decision to enlarge
or remodel it. It stands as the embod-
iment of simplicity that characterized
the spirit and conduct of the govern-
ment of our great republic in its ear-
liest days. Woe until the congress or
the political party that dares to des-
ecrate this simplicity in order to intro-
duce British splendor,

The president and his family practi-
cally live in what might be called a
flat. The white house ‘is#a two-story
building, and for strictly family pur-
poses only about two-thirds of the sec-
ond story can be used. Nearly all of
the first floor is devoted to half-public
service. Its eastern third forms the
famous East Room, which i8 open
daily to the public. The Red Room,
the Blue Room and the Green Room
nominally belong to the president’s
family, but are in reality of little use
to them,

On the walls of these parlors hang
famous paintings, some of which have
been presented by popular organiza-
tions, like the painting of Mrs. Hayes,
given by the Woman’s Christian Tem-,
perance Union.
ing the white house, assume the right
to see these paintings, and the priv-
ilege, under certaln restrictions, is
usually granted,

In the Blue Roonf the president re-
ceives foreign miristers amd other dis-
tinguished visitors of state. This de-
stroys the privacy of the parlors for
family use. There is really but one
private room on this floor—the family
dining-room,, to which strangers are
rarely admitted,

One-third of the second floor !s used
for offices, There is the Cabinet Room,
the War Room, with its corps of
telegraphers, offices for the president,
his secretary, and the half-dozen
clerks who attend to correspondence.
The remaining two-thirds of the floor
are the apartments of the president
and his family, They are relatively
small anl inconvenient. The kitchen,
‘laundry and other workrooms are in
the capacious basement,

e
iU,

Palnting Under Fire.

The experiences of the great Rus-
sian artist, Vasili Verestchagin, in
painting war as it is, bear little resem-
blance to those of the artist wiki
paints in the seclusion of hig studio
or under the comfortable shelter of his
white umbrella.

There have been times when Verest-
chagin was painting when bullets were
flying above him and around him;
when he has said to himself over and
over again, ‘“Ah, Vasili, your turn has
come; you will be dead this time!”
But when he escaped and found him-
self untouched, he could say, and one
can guess with what relief, “Whew!
that’s over; that's a good thing!”

He has had to do some fighting, too,
pretty often. When he has been on
the battle-field painting, men have
come rushing up to him wanting teé
cut his throat, and then, of course, he
had to ‘defend himself, Once in Cen-
tral Asia ‘some forty Russians were
surrounded by many times their num-
ber and had to defend themselves for
many days. Verestchagin took a rifle
and fought with the rest,

On one occasion, when he was
painting the figure of a dead man, the
fighting grew so hot that he had to
leave off and fight for four days before
he could put in the legs.

“Ah, yes, 1 know what war is,” Ver-
estchagin recently said to & corre-
spondent of the London Chronicle, “I
have fought myself, I have killed men,
and I have been wounded, Oh, yes,
wounded often. I have been hit here,”
pointing to his leg, “‘and there,” point-
ing to his forehead, “and there and
there. 1 have been wounded all over.

“But it was necessary,” ‘he  added.
“There was no other way to obtain
the facts., War painted in any other
way is simply an illuslon, a myth a
farce.”

Cubans and Americans. 3

Mr. George Kennan, In describing
the rapid Americanization of Cuba in
business matters, tells ot his astonish-’
ment whert he arrived at Santiago not
long ago, and Cubaa bootblacks sa-
luted him with cries of “Shine  ’‘em
up?” delivered with a real New.York
aceent, 1

This i8 a. humble but noteworthy i1~

lustration of a tendency which perhaps |

should be expected. Against this com-
mercial Amerlcauization must _be
placed a'
American rnl_ers by Cubans . who - ‘are
fearful ‘that the Unitel States soldiers
will remkln too long on the. lslar_\d.
e is also feeling of re-
sentmelit,‘. on ‘the part of a naturally |
polite people, because of the arroganeo
of som ‘of thi

The people, in visit- |

“Corns and Bunions.

. the shoes.

symptom. These distremwg sensa.tions__

oi: coming unless propetly treated.

The history of neglect
wasted figures of “nine-

is written in the wom‘faeea and %

“tenths of our women,
every one of whom may
receive the invaluable ad-
vice of Mrs, Pinkham
without charge, by
to her at Lynn, m!’:‘iﬁng

Miss Lura Evans, of

Parkersburg, Iowa, writes of her Tecovery as follows G
*“DEAR MRS. PINKHAM—I had been a constant su&emr
for nearly three years. Had inflammation of the womb.
leucorrhoea, heart trouble, bearing-down pains, backache,
headache, ached all over, and

at times could hardly stand on.
my feet.

My heart trouble was
‘80 bad that vome nights .

I was compelled 4o sit
. Up in bed or get up
and walk the floor, |
for it seemed as
though I - should.
smother, More
than once I have
been obliged 4o
| have the doctor:

visit me in the

middle of the

Lﬁb‘

night. I was also

very neryous and

fretful. I was ut.

terly discouraged.

One day I thought 1

/ would write and see

if you could do any-

ing forme. I followed
yoar advice and now I feel -

‘,1

“like a new woman,

those dreadful troubles I havefio 3

more.

and I have found I

E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound and Sanative Wash a
cure for leucorrhcea. I am very thankful for your good a.dvioc -

and medicine.”

A Wonderful New Violet,

Signor Emilio Borglottl, an enthusi-
astic lover of flowers, near Plstoja,
Italy, has succeeded in producing a
new species of violet six centimeters in
diameter and having from seventy to
oue hundred petals. He has presented
some of his precious violets:to Queen
Margerhita and to the Duchess of Aos-

ta, as well as to many ' women of the
‘aristocracy, but in spite of the entreat-
ies of many florists, he still refuses to

place them on the market or to reveal |
the cross by which he has obtained this
marvelousiy beautifui fiower;

Classified,

“Here's an item about the establish-
ment of a summer boarding house for
dogs,” sald the edltor’s' assistant.

““Put It emong the cur-rent events,”
snapped the edltor-—Phnadelphla Nortb
American, :

The appointment of W, O. Hayes as

Locomotive superintendent of the Bal- |

timore and Ohio Rail Road will be fol-
lowed by a distinct change in the plan
of overseeing locomotives In service.
‘T'he road has been divided into the fol-
lowing subdlvisions, and a traveling
engineer appointed for each: Philadel-
phia to Washlngton, Baltimere to
Brunswick; Brunswick to Cumberland;
Cumberland to Grafton; Grafton to
Benwood and Parkersburg, Pittsburg
to Cumberland and Wheeling; Wheel-
ing to Sandusky and branches; Ohlca-
go to Akron

i

Often the Case,

Little Mike (in the midst of his rend- ;
"ing)—Keyther, phwot is an epigram?

McLubberty—An ipigram, {8 ut?. Be-
gorra, ut's sum’thin’ thot makes yez
vomit.—Life.

What “"Ealsomines” Are. TS
“Relsomines” are cheap temporary
preparations manufactured from
chalks, cla'ys‘ whiting, etc., and are
stuck on the wall with dacaying ani-
mal glue. They bear no comparison
with Alabastine, which {s a cement
that goes through a process of setting.
and hardens with age. Consumers, i
buying Alabastine, should see thit tho
goods are in packages and  properly
labeled. . Nothing else {8 “just as
good"” ag Alabastine.,  The ¢laims of
new lmltatlom are absurd on their
They cannot offer t.ho test of
tlmo for durabllity.

Never Labored,
First Tramp—They say pore old Bill
18 dyin’. ’Is breathin’ s labored.
Second Tramp—Then ’e’s ‘done for.
Bill could never live if any part of ’lm
was laborin' —Judy.

Are You Ullnt Allen’s Foor-Ease?

It is the only cure for Swollen,
Smarting, Burning, Sweating Feet,
Ask for Allen’s
Foot-Ease, & powder to be shaken into
At all Druggists and Shoe
Btores, 25c. Sample gent FREE, Ad-
dreu. Amm 8. Olmsted. I.eRoy, N. V.

Most men have a peculiar way of
forgetting the " things they should be
thanktnl tor. .

: 'n.n' 's Catarrh Oure
hhlm lntu'ully. Prico,'ﬂio.

'.l‘here ts nothing stnck up nbont
She 1s wﬂllng 1o, ramain a-

‘ Northwestern lnvc-torl

John T. Farrar, Rapid Oity, S. D.
tire for wheels; ¥'red C. Genge, Mi
apolls, Minn,, com%ned sofa bed; A
gust J. Helne, Wahpeton, N. D: ;
cutter and feeder; Walter O Gunnlng- .
ham, St. Pavl, Minn,, tobacco ‘pipe
meinber (desl.,-n.) Huldor K. Solberg,
Clarkfield, Mi.n., medal of stmilar arti
.cle (design;) ‘Chavies F. Whaley, -
I;aul). Minu., bicycle atirrup pper (dgx
slan =

Merwin Lothro
torneys, 910 Pionm PrmB

e oty Gmnie)
ballotthena ational

warranted.
A ACC!!!"I' NO suss‘m.‘lvrzs
!l a denler does not ¢a

athletic goods in awck

and address to us (and hx. too

ot our handsomely illustrated o

A.GC.S8PALDING & BBOB.

New York ch!oacb Denvér'

“Nothlz;g but whoat'
eall a sea of wheat,” is t was said.
by & lécturer sp ng of “Westera Can-

For particulars .as to routes, rail-
{ fares, “elc., apply to Sy erintendent
mmlgration, Department Interior, Ot-
ws, Canada, or to W. H. Roxerl, ’Wl-

tertown, 8, D,
35 o 530 3000 BICYCLES
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