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seen nnd heard an elder sister thus leading the family choir,
who was the soul of harmony fo the whole household, and
whose life was a perfect example. The reason why so many
become dissipated and run to every place of amusement, no
matter what its character, making eery effort possible to get
away from home at night, is the lack of entertainment at home.
Every household, no matter how humble its condition, should
have its domestic amusements fireside pleasures, quiet and
simple they may be, nevertheless they will make home plea-

sant, and not leave it that irksome place which will oblige
the youthful spirit to look elsewhere for joy.

The best way to move a young heart is to please it. The
surest way of turning a person from one pleasure is to give
him a greater pleasure in the opposite direction. A weeping
willow, planted by a pond in a pleasure-garde- turns all to
one side in its growth, and that the side on which the water
lies. No dealing, either with its roots or with its branches,
will avail to change its attitude. But place a larger expanse
of water on the opposite side and the tree will turn sponta-
neously, and hang its branches the other way. So it is with
the affections of the human heart. Follies
and vices on this side are sweet to its depraved nature. To
be sure, the joys are shallow, but it knows no other, and to
these it instictively turns; to these it grows forth. It acqui-
res a bent in that direction from which no human hand can
turn it. It can never be turned unless you can open a rival
joy, wider and deeper on the other side. And, thanks to Al
mighty God, greater are the joys which the precepts of the
gospel rightly understood and faithfully practiced bring
than all the enticements which Satan can spread out. As
stated-above- , it is only pleasure than can compete with plea
sure. Yes, even the truth entering the. heart, and fastening
upon tin. conscience, has no power to turn a sinner from the
error of his ways, while it comes in simply as a terror;
the love of Christ com'rains us. What naked truth with ven-

geance at its back failed to do, manifested i Christ,
achieved. Divine compassion, flowing from suffering Love,
wins the human heart. Natural afflictions, howsoever severe


