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a thrill through our hearts, brings back to our memory the
form of her once so familiar to our eyes. The word of Mo-

ther has a touch of earth and heaven beyond the reach of

gratitude and love. She is a diviiu gift, a token ol infinite
mercy to the most a bandoned of human beings.

If our earthly mother be so precious a treasure, what shall
we say of her who was chosen to be the Mother of God, and
who drew from the very Heart of her Divine Son, the love
she bears us? The influence of the earthly mother has only a

limited circle, her wish to do us good at limes meets with
obstacles. She may witness the trials, pains and failings of

her children without being able to help them. But Mary is

not only a Mother, but a Queen, the Empress of Heaven and
earth, to whom God has entrusted His power, whose coope-

ration was necessary for the work of our redemption. From
her vein's He drew forth the blood of His only Son; and made
her the channel of His graces and favors: it is by her alone,
says St. Bernard, that we can hope to obtain divine mercy.

The last election shows that France is headed in the wrong
direction. The present government's policy may be surmis-

ed from the fact that M. dc Lanessan declares that the "dan
ger is not clericalism, but God Himself, who is absolutely
infamous." M. Aristide Briand, in a speech delivered at
Poitiers in the beginning of the present year, said:'1 We have
driven God out of the army, the navy, the schools, the hospi-

tals, the madhouses, the asylums, the law courts, the way-

side, and now we must kick Ffim out of the State altogether.
He is infamous; even more so than Christ." These are a
few samples of what is going on in France at the hands
of a government which the papers constantly praise as one
of th' strongest France has ever known.


