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“I left the Shenandoah valley June, 1854, to come
to Loulsville to work. The drouth in that famed
valley had already caused much apprehension, on
account of the growing corn crop. [ came to
Wheeling, and there being no rallroad crossing the
state of Ohio at that time, I took passage on a
| gmall sternwheel boat (the river being very low),
-j. and by that was brought to Cincinnati, where I
' was put on the Alvin Adams, a fine steamer of
those days, and on that arrived at Loulsville, I
noticed the wharf was very deep with dust, and
was told there has been no rain for a month or
more. From that day, June 30, 1854, until August
27, 1864, I saw little or no rain. Sunday, August
27, was the date of the storm that carried down
the Presbyterian church, corner Thirteenth and
Walnut, killing about thirty persons, and  that
storm ended the drouth. That drouth wag during
the spring and summer unlike the present one,
which Is a fall drouth. The first one caused great

g ] loss of crops, and many persons thereafter thought -

1867, which was a tornado compared to the storms
of 1873 and 1893. No doubt this drouth will cause
8] much loss to the farmer, by the seed wheat falling
t : to germinate, and loss of stock and pasturage, but

% i Iican’t think it will entail the loss. the former. one
.‘!- . d d."

E its effects helped to bring on the great panic of
:
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5 i WO hundred years have elapsed since the
" capture of the Rock of Gibraltar by the
British. A writer in “The Nineteeth Century and
After,” says that the capture of this fortress was
an accident and that it became a British posses-
slon in the first instance because at a time when
we happened to be at war with one of the rival
claimants to the Spanish throne our admiral in
the Mediterranean happened to have no particular
_. objective in view, and, having failed in his only
N enterprise of that year, was unwuling to return
i 3 home with a fine fleet that had done nothing for
the bonor of the flag. So he thought he might
as well make an attack on Gibraltar as do any-
thing else. Nevertheless, his action has to he
rctkoned among the notable “deeds that won the
empire,” and one that on its vi-centenary deserves
to be had in remem)’rance,
S

HIS writer also says: “The fact that through-
out the eighteenth century when so many
conquests in both hemispheres clianged hands
backward and forward ‘n successive wars and nn-
der successive treaties, Gibraltar remained per-
manently in the keeping of England might seem
to prove that British sentiment with regard to
it was from the first the same as it is today. But
this is far from having been the cause, For, al-
though at the end of two hundred years of our
posgession of the fortress, at a time when the
, imperial instinet of Englishmen has become more
X consciously developed end more deeply ingrained
i than ever before, and at the same time more in-
telligently appreciative of the true meaning of
sea power and alive to the strategical require-
ments of its maintenance, the retention of ‘he
key of the Mediterranean has become an essential
article of our political creed, it was a considerable
time before the immense value of-the acquisition
was fully realized by British statesmen.”
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ME. JANAUSCHEK, the tragedienne, who

died recently in New York, had a wide per~

sonal acquaintance in the United States. She was

at one time associated with John McCullough, Ed-

win Booth and other tragedians. A writer in the

3 Kansas City Journal, referring to Mme. Janaus-
y chek, says: “Her art was so broad and penetrating,

her sweep so grand and wide, her force so intende

and emphatic, and her character so cracked and

carepned that she demanced all the favors and

forced the great stars to side step, as it were, or

bring out their best qualities, or else be domi-

5 nated by the feminine role. Actors, male and
female, can not tolerate this, and therefore thesas

sreat alliances did not cohere long. Among the
most notable performances of Janauschek were
Deborah,” which Augustin Daly produced, and
the dual roles of Hortemse, the Fench maid, end
lady Dedlock. in a dramatization of Dickens’
‘Bleak House.’ Just before retiring, twenty years
ago, she portrayed Meg Merrilles, ana astonishing
performance, which, singularly, was her last part
on the mimlc stage. Bome years ago Janauschek
tame out of the obscurity of solitude and, for a
. . brief space, flashed across the theatrical horizon,
S It was a sad sight, this, of an old woman, once the
By tragic queen of two continents, playing before

B small audiences, many of those present ignorant of
e who she was. ‘Meg Merrilles' was the vehicle
e which she rode in this farewell tour. On this
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final tour, which bankrupted the famous actress,
the real tragedy of her life was enacted. One could
not help contrasting it with the farewells of Gar-
rick, Macready, Cushman and a score of other emi-
nent bay-crowned actors. Janauschek was en-
feebled; her voice was weak; her movements
glow.”
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NTERESTING reference is made by the Jour-
I nal writer to the conditions under which other
great actors died. This writer says: “Garrick re-
tired gracefully and with well-stored larder, the
pride of his friends and the pet of his nation.
Edimund Kean ended his meteoric career by sud-
den death in the limelight, and in his beloved
son's arms. Charlotte Cushman died in plenty,
but in pain. Others enjoyed the fruits of their
labor until transported to Elysian fields. But not
80 Janauschek, as great as any of these., Home-
less, in a foreign land, the poorhouse awaited
her. One of her creditors proposed to sell her
wardrobe and jewelry. She said: “That man will
not sell my costumes and' jewels; because he can
not. I would like to see him do so without auth-
ority from me, He has no such authority, and
will not get it. I suppose he thinks he will get
the few dollars I owe him if he sells the tatters
of Meg Merrilles, or the nightdress of Lady Mac-
beth, or the royal robes of Marie Stuart or Marie
Antoinette.” To the last clinging to the tatters
and nightdress and royal robes of her mimic
kingdom. This is the irony of existence; this the
foible of an unnatural life.”
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ST. PAUL, Minn., dispatch, under date of

November 29, and printed in the Louisville
Courler-Journal,. says: ' A woman inmate of one
of the state insane hospitals has won a prize of-
fered by a Boston magazine for the solving of a
rebus and a short essay on an assigned topic. The
prize was a trip abroad or $250, She has applied
to the state board of control for permission to
make the trip, but the board does not deem it
safe to allow her to go. The board, however,
will endeavor to secure the $250 for her.”
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N INTERESTING analysis of the annual re-
A. port of the American Federation of Labor
is given by a writer in.wae Wall Street Journal,
from which the following eéxtract is taken: *““The
total membership of the American Federation this
year is 1,676,200, which makes it one of the most
important organizations in the United States. This
is 2 per cent of the entire population of the coun-
try. It is 8 per cent of the entire number of males
of voting age in 190v. It is nearly 6 per cent of
the number of persons, male and female, engaged
in gainful occupations in 1900. The vote for Pres-
ident Franklin Pierce, who swept the country ia
1852 was less than the present membership of
this great industrial organization. The vote for
Abraham Lincoln in 1860 was only slightly greater,
Not only is the membership immense but the
growth in membership has been nothing less than
marvelous. Since 1901 it has increased 113 per
cent and since 1897 it has increased mnearly 540
per cent, It is safe to say that no other organiza-
tion in the country has had so rapid a growth as
that.”

SO
HE following table gives by years the “voting
T strength” of the aftihated unions, the total

membership, and the annual percentage of in-
¢rease since 1896;

Voting Total P. Ct, of

Strength. Membership. Increase.

1896. c.cevvvsenens’ 2,800 272,316
189 soveivesnnss 3147 264,826 *2.7
BBO8. . iseviineseiin 3882 278,016 6.0
2800, s s isiliberin e <0002 349,422 26.5
1900...... dsssenes 0,187 648,321 656.7
6, DR VR KU T 8,240 787,657 43.6
D08 ..o svseniaee 10708 1,024,399 30.0
1908....0,000000q. 15,288 1,465,800 43.1
1904...... o L . 17,363 1,676,200 14.5

*Decrease.
s o L

T IS pointed out by the Journal writer that in
I only one year, from 1896 to 1897, was there
& decrease. The most notable
1899 to 1900—over 56 per cent. From 1902 to 1903
the increase was 43 per cent; while in the past
year the percentage of increase was only 14.5 per

cent, yet actually 210,000 new members were ob-
tained,

growth was from
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THERE are more than 140 national and inter-
national affiliated unions in the Ameriean

Federation. The Journal writer says: “These

%
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subordinate organizatio-s are o
dreds of local unions,”
cially the American Federation ig gpqp
income in 1904 was '220,';.95 and its t'i[](-nﬁln Ity
$208,991, and its balance on hand with the [".:m
urer is $108,017. There are ninety-nine m-r{miru'
to whom $83,242 was paid during tn, vear z'fr’;’
defense fund for local trade and rmh-ral' Iahe
unions {8 $81,146. It 18 notable that the gigee:
organizations belonging to the Federation 'm'",l
in the past year in death . »nefits $782,282; in siok
benefits, $7566,762; in traveling benefits, $7 141
in tool Insurance, $5,872, and in unemployeq pep.
fits, $78,073.” )
’ QDO
RITING in “The Engineering rﬂﬂ‘;fl?,iﬂé" for
December, F. W. Haskell discusses rajl.
road accidents, Re!erring to this article the New
York Tribune says: “‘t the o tset Mr, l-lam\éu
notices a peculiar anomaly. He says that the wurét
accidents happen on the roads which have the best
equipment for preventing them, ang where the
rules for running trains are practically perfect,
His explanation of the circumstance is that engie
neers often run by block.signals knowingly, trust.
ing to luck to escape harm. From experience they
learn that the train whose presence iy the blok
ahead is indicated by the signal wil] probably be
out of the way before the following one can overs
take it. Having a realizing sense of (he need of
keeping on time, they take charces. It is further
asserted that the higher officials of the railway
companies are familiar with- the practice and do
not discourage it sternly. Mr. Haskell declares
that a violation of the rules is not always pune
ished, and that thus a certain demoralization
anong rallway employes results. The chiof re.

sponsibility, therefore, is placed on the ‘men higher
up.l " -~

mposed of hi
and it ig added: “F‘ine:::
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MABEL VILLAS, a little Massachusetts girl,

has recovered her power of speech in a
most astonishing manner. The New York World,
describing her case, says: “By hiding her play-
things and teasing her almost into desperation, &
nurse in the North Adams (Mass.) hospital has
restored to Mabel Villas the power of speech
The little girl at jast eried out in her rage, ‘I know
where it is!’ and the nurse had done what doctors
bad despaired of doing. The little gir) fell from
a piazza and fractured her skull from ear to ~ar,
For weesxs her recovery was considered impossis
ble. The surgeons removed much of the skull and
slowly the child began to mend aad showed every
indication of returning mental faculties—but she
was voiceless. Lip language was practiced and
articulation of words was tried daily without re-
sult. The surgeons were about to discharge her
as a mute for life when the nurse tried her experi-
ment. When her voice was restored the child
showed that she had been cognizant of everything
that had be2n going on about her. She knew .o
names of the nurses ani the surgeon, and astone
Ished the house doctor by bidding him good morne
ing when he arrived.”
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HE X-ray will soon have a crose rival in &
“fluorescible solution,” discovered by Dr
William James Morton of St. Loys. Speaking ql.'
this new light a writer in the New York Ameri

can says: “To turn a spot light upon the liver,
lungs or any other organ of the human body
and illuminate it so clearly that a physician can

examine it as easily as thoug' it were rum_(.njedl
and placed upon the operating table is ]witewlz{
to be one of the possibilities of the use of the

fluorescible solutiois now being ‘ntroduced mtr;
medical practice by Dr. William James Morton 0
St. Louis. Dr, Morton’s most recent zu-l.lu-'.-vn_:ellllif
have made possible the illumination of those

cesses of the human body never before brought 10

light except under the operating knife of the “"Je
geon or the anatomical demonstrator at the sid®
of the dissecting table. Not only do these ﬂuoro
escible solutions cause a glow of violent lisht U
emanate from the interior of the body, bul tllﬁt
are sald to exercise the same curative eflcct ttllm
has beeén observed in a greater degree O t
use of radium. ‘The fluorescible solutions which 3;’0
up the fluorescent glow within the bodr -T“‘;l)wed
introducéd in several ways. Quinine .‘“‘“']!.‘z-im-
in solution and then subjected to "’mn”r-; i\rh is
tion by means of radium sets up a g0 “ll*r this
very intense and of a deep violei color. Untct oy
treatment the stomach gleams like an OPCo T
the man who has become the subjict O 'I]:
periment looks for the time as though he
swallowed a& handful of fireflies.’



