' 1 an who uses
We do not legislate agalnst the m

the printed page for the purpose of decept{gn
but viewed from the standpoint of morals, the
man who, whether voluntarily or under instruc-

tions, writes what he knows to be nnlrut;l or
purposely misleads his readers as to the char-
acter of a proposition upon which they have to
act, s as gullty of wrong-doing as the man who
nssists in any other swindling transaction.
Another method employed to mislead the
public Is the publication of editorial matter gup-
plied by those who have an interest to serve,
This evil is even more common than secrecy as
to the ownership of the paper. In the case of

the weekly papers and the smaller dailies, the
proprietor Is generally known, and it is under-
stood that the editorial pages represent his

views., Hia standing and character give weight
to that which appears with his endorsement. A
few years ago, when the raflroad rate bill was
before congress, a number of railroads joined in
an effort to create a public sentiment against
the bill. Bureaus were established for the dis-
semination of literature, and a number of news-
papers entered into contract to publish as edi-
torial matter the material furnished by these
bureaus. This ean not be defended In ethics.
The purchase of the editorial columns is a erime
against the public and a disgrace to journalism,
and yel we have frequent oceasion to note this
degradation of the newspaper. A few days ago
Senator Carter, of Montana, speaking in the
United States senate, read several printed slips
which were sent out by a bankers’' association to
local bankers with the request that they be in-
serted In the local papers, suggestion being made
that the instructions to the local bankers be
removed before they were handed to the papers,
The purpose of the bankers' association was to
stimulate opposition to the postal savings bank,
a policy endorsed affirmatively by the republi-
can party and, conditionally, by the democratic
party, the two platforms being supported at the
polls by more than ninety per cent of the voters.
The bankers' assoclation is opposing the policy
and, in sending out its literature, it is endeav-
oring to conceal the gource of that literature and
to make it appear that the printed matter rep-

resents the opinion of some one in the com-
munity,

The journalist who would fully perform his
duty must be not only Incorruptible, but ever
alert, for those who are trying to misuse the
newspapers are able to deceive “the very élect.”
Whenever any movement is on foot for the se-
curing of legislation desired by the predatory
Interests, or when restraining legislation is
threatened, news bureaus are established at
Washington, and these news bureaus furnish to
such papers, as will uge them, free reports, daily
or weekly as the case may be, from the national
capitol-—reports which purport to give general
news, but which in fact contaln arguments in
support of the schemes which the bureaus are
organized to advance. This Ingenious method
of misleading the public is only a part of the
general plan which favor-holding and favor-
seeking corporations pursue,

Demosthenes declared that the man who re-
fuses a bribe conquers the man who offers it.
According to thig, the journalist who resists
the many temptations which come to him to
surrender his ideals has the consciousness of
winning a moral victory as well as the satisfac-
tlon of knowing that he s rendering a real ser-
vice to his fellows.

The profession for which I was trained—the
law-—presents another line of temptations. The

when they knew them to be guilty, and of ad-
vantages won which they knew their clientg did
not deserve. 1 do not understand how a lawyer
can 8o boast, for he i an officer of the court and,
as such, is sworn to assist in the administration
of justice. When a lawyer has helped his client
to obtain all that his clent is entitled to, he
has done hig full duty as a lawyer, and if he

' Boes at his own peri]. Show
me a lawyer who has spent a llretln}}ee trylngoto
obscure the line between right and wrong, try-
ing to prove that to be just which he knéw to
be unjust, and 1| will show you a man who has
Brown weaker in character year b
whose advice, at last, will be ¢of no
clients, for he wil have lost the p

who has grown stronger in character
and whose advice consta

uable to his client, because the Power to discern

The Commoner.

e truth increases with the honest search for it.
t'h.'m:st only in the court room, but in the con-
sultation chamber the lawyer sometimes ylelds
to the temptation to turn his talents to a sordid
uge. The schemes of spoliation that defy the
officers of the law are, for the most part, in-
augurated and directed by legal minds. Presi-
dent Roosevelt, speaking at Harvard a few years
ago, complained that the graduates of that great
university frequently furnished the brains for
conspiracies against the public welfare. I was
speaking on this very subject In one of the great
cities of the country some months ago, and at
the close of the address, a judge commended my
eriticism and declared that most of the lawyers
practicing in his court were constantly selling
their souls. The lawyer’'s position is scarcely
less responsible than the position of the jour-
nalist, and if the journalists and lawyers of the
country could be brought to abstain from the
practices by which the general public is over-
reached, it would be an easy matter to secure
the remedial legislation necessary to protect the
producing masses from the constant gpoliation
to which they are now subjected by the privi-
leged classes.

Most of you, I presume, will engage in what
Is known as business, although I confess that
I have no sympathy with the narrow definition
which is often given to the word, business.
Every person who contributes by brain or
muscle to the nation’s wealth and greatness 1is
engaged in business and is a necessary factor
in the world’s progress.

Commerce is an increasing factor in the busi-
ness world, It includes both exchange and
transportation and stands next in importance to
production. Production comes first, but pro-
duction could only be carried on on a limited
scale without the exchange of merchandise. To
desire to gain an honorable distinction in this
department of labor is a worthy ambition. He
who improves the instruments of trade or brings
purchaser and consumer nearer together, and
thus facilitates exchange, may count himself a
real benefactor. But even here there are temp-
tations to be avoided. Let me suggest three.
First, speculation. I do not mean to say that
the element of chance can be entirely eliminat-

ed from any kind of business. The farmer takes

his chanees upon the seasons; the merchant

takes his chance upon the market; the railroad .

owner takes his chances upon both the season
and the market; and we all take our chances
upon sickness and death. Uncertainty enters
into every human calculation, but a distinction
can be drawn between those uncertainties which
are unavoidable, and those uncertainties which
are of the very essence of the transaction. There
is a legitimate work for the stock exchange and
for the chamber of commerce, but there is an
illegitimate and vicious speculation on the stock
exchange and the produce market which has
lured many business men to their fall. The
ordinary methods of accumulation are neces-
sarily slow when competition is left free to reg-
ulate profits, while the gambler is spurred on
by the hope of quickly realizing a large profit
upon a small investment, It {g not strange that
many are charmed by the siren Song of the
stock ticker, but it means ruin, and to the ex-
tent that a man yields to the temptation his
morals are weakened, There is but one sure
measure of rewards, viz., that which compensates
each in proportion gs he serves society. The se-
curing of something for nothing by a lucky turn
of a card, or by a sudden change in the market
paralyzes one's burpose, and in time, renders him
unfit for patient and persistent effort. ] might
emphasize the fact that gambling in stocks and
farm produets often leads to embezzlement, lar-
ceny and suicide, for these are the fruits of
speculation when it becomes a disease. But 1
prefer to put my argument against gambling
upon the broader ground that it is, in all cases
& demoralizing Influence, whether the gamble::
wins or loses,

I might dwell upon the evil effects of specu-

» but T am addressin
not to the innocent outsider b g myself,

may be tempted by the profi
inside ring.
those who by cornering the
law of supply and demand,
and defraud those who are
in a “chance” which has no

mmercial  tempta-
attempted ever
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realm of conscience, but which violate the state
utes. The officers of the law are constantly op.
gaged In an effort to prevent the monopoliziyg
of trade,

It 18 strange that anyone should attempt (g
defend a private monopoly, for its plan and
operation can be easily understood by any one
who knows either human nature or history, Ng
judge would be permitted to preside in his owp
case; no juror would be allowed to serve in a
Buit to which he was a party, and yet the heaq
of a monopoly arbitrarily decides every day
questions where his interests are on one side
and public interests on the other, Can he he
trusted to decide impartially and to exact only
& reasonable profit? It is absurd to expect him
to do justice to those with whom he dedls. T,
student of history knows that the monopolist
has always been an outlaw. Three centuries
ago, under Queen Elizabeth, the House of Com-
mons protested against the monopolies which
she had authorized, and I found, when in the
Holy Land, that a very complete monopoly ex-
isted there some seventeen hundred years ago,
Josephus tells how John of Gishala secured a
monopoly in olive oil and charged ten times as
much for the oil as he paid for it. For the
benefit of -those who think that all monopolies
are traceable to. the rebate, I venture to sug-
gest that the oil trust of Palestine Was success-
fully operated before railroads existed. But
even though John had nothing better than a
fast freight line of donkeys and distributed the
oil in goat skins, he showed as correct an under-
standing of the possibilities of monopoly as any
trust magnate has today, and I have wondered
whether our John secured his idea of an oil
trust from John of Gishala. k.

We need laws making the private monopoly
Impossible, bit we must have back of these laws
& moral sentiment which will condemn the club
wielded by the monopolist, as moral sentiment
now condemns the highwayman’s bludgeon.

The third temptation to which the commercial
man is subjected is the corruption of polities.
Just in proportion as a corporation gsecures a
monopoly of the business in which it is engaged,
in that proportion the necessity for government
regulation increases, and 1 may add, the dim-
culty of securing regulation Increases in propor-
tion to the necessity for it. Municipal corrup-

‘tlon has become a byword, and the lobbyist has
‘made his evil presence feft at the national and

state capitals. Bribery is becoming a fine art,
and neither the voter nor his representative is
spared. The one lesson that must be taught
Is that the man who gives a bribe is as wicked
as the man who accepts it—I am not sure but
that he is more wicked, for the necessities of
the man who accepts the bribe—if need can
palliate such an offense—are usually greater
than those of the man who offers it. I appeal
to you to assist, in every possible way, in the
creation of a publie sentiment which will ostra-
cise the business man who purchases legiglation
with the profits derived from privileges already

In the counting room as well as in the edi-
tor's library and in the lawyer’s office one hears
the heart-searching question: ‘“What ghall it
profit a man if he shall gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?"——anq happiness, honor

we have met tonight under the auépicea

of an institution of learning, I would not be
apply my theme to the
The purpose of educa-

clety's work

are usually small when compared zith the re-

ue In part
apprecfate the work

, , » but it may be partiall
accounted for by ‘the fact that the pt"‘eacheu!r
derives from his work A satisfaction greater
than that obtained from most other employ-

ments, _
The teacher comes into
of the student and,

: nuin le t'mr' :
found in the knowledge that ﬁepiso.‘ prc:;atcl:i::
his influence through futupe generations. The




