DECEMBER 3, 1909

REPUBLICAN LEADERS-—CHARLES DIOK
OF OHIO

By Senator Robert M. LaFollette of Wisconsin.

it was during the “morning hour"” of a day
in the early part of a session of congress. A few
spectators were in the galleries of the senate—
“géeing the menagerie,” as Tillman says. In
the ladies’ gallery two women were talking in
loud whispers.

“lI wonder who that senator Is,”” sald the first,

“Which senator?’ asked the second.

“That tall senator with the military ‘strut’
who has just walked down to that desk in the
middle of the third row on the republican side;
that one with the long hair,” replied the first,

“Oh, that one,” said the other, “I'm sure |
don’t know. He looks like the actor who played
Hamlet in the show that came to Greenville last
winter."”

“Oh, look!” exclaimed the first, as the sen-
ator in the third row arose and beckoned for
a page. He is going to make a speech!”

But he didn’t. He handed a bundle of papers
to the page, to take to the clerk's desk, said a
few words that could not be heard in the gal-
lery and sat down. Then the vice president an-
nounced in quick, stentorian voice, “The senator
from Ohio introduces the following bills.”
Whereupon the reading clerk proceeded, even
more rapidly and stentoriously, to read the
titles of the bills introduced by the senator from
Ohio,

“A Dbill granting a pension to William White.”

“A bill granting an increase of pension to
John Jones.' '

“A Dbill for the relief of Henry Smith.”

“A Dbill granting an increase of pension to
Charles Clark.”

“A bill to place Frank Brown on the retired
list of the army."”

“A Dbill to correct the military record of
Jamesg Green.” &

Ki“A bill for the relief of the heirs of John

[lg."

“A bill to erect a public building at Squash-
ville, Ohio.” _

“A bill to promote Robert Roe on the retired
list of the army.” ¥
o “A DIl for the relief of the estate of David

oe."

“A Dbill to increase the pay of the army, navy,
marine corps, and the revenue cutter service.'

“A bill to provide campaign badges for
service in certain campaigns in the Spanish
war.,"”

“A Dbill to extend the franking privilege to
officers of the national guard.”

“A Dbill to readjust the pay of civil
soldiers on a gold basis.”

“A bill to erect a memorial structure at Fort
Bunk, Ohio.”

“A Dbill to erect a statue of Edwin M.
Stanton.”

“A Dbill to create a civil war officers’ annuity
honor roll.”

Contemplate that list, gentle reader, and
gﬁzder well the constructive statesmanship of
anator Charles Dick of Akron, Ohio. The
napiés. of course, are fletitious, but the list
is none the less representative of that genius
which combines more ways than were ever be-
fore discovered of asking for something from
your Uncle Samuel for someone who did, does
or may wear a uniform and who votes in Ohio.
These bille are general, special, public and
private. The general legislation proposed must
be ahead of the times for it fails to impress
the committees to which it is referred. Of
course, the introduetion of it serves to endear
the senator from Ohio to the proposed bene-
ficlaries and this is possibly one of the purposes
of its introduction.

As for the private bills, the ingenuity of the
senator from Ohio is exceeded only by his in-
dustry in this field of statesmanship. During
the last congress he introduced about ninety
private bills, mostly proposing benefits for ex-
soldiers. Over half of them were private pen-
sion bills. Anyone who knows enough about
senate business to discharge the duties of mes-
Senger to the senate committee on disposition
Of useless papers could have told the senator
from Ohio that the committee on pensions could
have told the semator from Ohio that the com-
mittee on pensions could not report half that
humber of bills for any senator. Presumably
the senator from Ohifo did@ not know there was
@ limit., Presumably he was not baiting any-
one,

In the senate, Dick is not much of a warrior.
He is one of the kind of senators Dolliver had
in mind when he pleaded with his colleagues
Dot to be a bunch of “intellectual come-ones.”
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The Commoner.,

Dick’s part In the tarif® legislation consisted
:mﬂnly In “standing by the committee” and
ntroducing a few amendments asking higher
du;;es fclarduorzno Ohio interests,
@ voted 121 times on provisions of the tari
bill and an but four of his voles werg wil:t'
Aldrich, Unly one of these four could glve
Aldrich any offense. He voted for & motion by
a New England senator to refer the Philippine
tariff amendment to the committee on Philip-
pines, of which he was a member, The other
three votes were for duties that Aldrich di4
not care abhout and Dick's voting for them was
probably not regarded as a breach of diseipline
by the “boss.” The first one was in favor of
a democratic amendment to subject kip and ealf
skins, which were free, to the same duty us
Aldrich proposed for heavy hides. The second
was for a democratie amendment increasing the
duty on pineapples and the third was in favor
of Tillman's ten cent tax on tea. He voted
always for Aldrich's motions to table amend-
ments proposing reductions of duty. He voted
for every outrage proposed by the finance com-
mittee, from “Duteh standard” to the cotton
schedule increases, except twice when he missed
voting at all. On several oceasions he voted
for higher duties than the finance committee
would recommend, including the Penrose and
Curtis amendments proposing duties on petro-
leum. On the eighty-two roll ecalls where the
Issue was drawn clearly between higher duties
on one hand and lower duties on the other, he
voted every time for the higher and agalnst the
lower duty,

He introduced amendments proposging to In-
crease the duties recommended by the flnance
committee and theréby set the stage for the
playing of that tragic farce of Aldrich object-
ing to a tariff increase. At such timeg Aldrich's
treatment of Dick suggested how much better
it 18 to “insurge” a bit, a l1a Elkins,” if you are
a “system’ senator and want to be accorded a
chance to make a play for a home Interest not
on the Aldrich program. When Dick wanted to
propose the restoration of the house rate on
Eypsum rock, which the finance committee had
reduced, Aldrich cut him off curtl , declaring
“There has got to be an end of tgis business
(he almost said nonsense) at some time.” Dick
started to protest, “But Mr. President—" when
Aldrich broke in and called for the considera-
tion of the next paragraph of the bill and the
“steam-roller” proceeded, scarcely allowing the
genator from Ohio time with scant dignity to
take himself out of the road. The moral of
which being that a ‘“‘system’ senator of the
Dick calibre sits in the senate for the purpose
of voting with Aldrich and should learn to
accept the answer of the “big boss’ and not
try to do “stunts.”

An example of Dick’s alacrity in the service
of Ohio trusts was his voluntary defense of the
cash register monopoly. This monopoly, said
Senator Beveridge, ““has probably not been ex-
ceeded in the atrocity of its practices by per-
haps any other similar concern in the country,
unless it might be the Standard OIl company,
even if the things that are alleged about that
corporation are true.,” And he put Into the
Record a list of 170 cash register “firms which
this concern has either forced to the wall or
forced into its arms.” The cadgh register trust
sells cash registers all over the world and, be-
cause of a high tariff duty, has been able to
charge the American purchaser about twice as
as much as it charges the foreigner for the
same article. Beveridge proposed an amend-
ment to reduce the duty to 15 per cent. Both
Ohio senators voted against it and curiously
enough it was defeated by just two votes,

In Ohlo, as in other central and middle west-
ern states, public sentiment demanded of con-
gress that the tariff be taken off lumber. The
Ohio state legislature memorialized congress for
free lumber. The republican state convention
in Ohio last year declared for free lumber, Now,
such demands might appeal to some statesmen
in congress. They doubtless appealed to Presi-
dent Taft and helped form his determination
to insist that the tariff conferees report for free
lumber. But these demands of the people of
Ohio, the recommendation of her state legisla-
ture or the declaration of the state republican
convention could make no appeal to the ‘“‘sys-
tem’s” senator from Ohio. He was senator
from Ohio but mot senator for Ohio, 8o he
looked not to Ohlo to deterimne his course in
legislation. Aldrich was there in the senate
to tell him what the “system” wanted him to
do and he looked to Aldrich. The house had
reduced the duty on lumber to $1 per thousand
feet. Aldrich brought in an amendment to put

the duty back to $1.560 a thousand and Dick

voted for the Aldrich amendment
Voled against every amendment offered (and
fome were offered by republican members of
the finance committen) to reduce the Aldrich
rates, It may be that the Ohlo* leglsiature
when It comes to ehoose a fenator at the and
of Dick's term will decide to have & senntor

fr(i'lll Ohiln and for Ohlo From l-a"'l'”i'fll!-.
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A QUESTION ron TODAY

Under the headline, "Keeping the
Stralght,” a southern PADET snvn

The Norfolk Virglnlan-Pllot 18 not willlng
that the ene-time populist party shall have credit
for the origination of the agltation for the ele.
tlon of president, vice president and senators
by a direct vote of the people, and t recalls Lthat
Andrew Jackson, who was born in North Caro-
Hoa, urged in his first message to congress that
the president and vice president ghould be
chosen by the people without (he interventlon
of the electoral machinery. BSixteen yenrs Intgr,
Andrew Johnson, then a member of the house,
offered a jolnt resolution o amend the constity-
tion 80 as to allow the people to vote directly
In the selection of senators

When Johnson wag president, in 1868, he
recommended to congress the following changes
In the organie law:

1. For the election of president and vice
president by a direct vote of the people, Instead
of through the agency of electors, and making
them Ineligible for re-election to a second term.

2.  For the distinet designation of the person
who shall discharge the dutles of president in
the event of a vacancy In that office by the death,
resignation, or removal of both the president
and the vice president,

3.  For the election of senators of the United
States directly by the people of the several
states, Instead of by the legislatures thereof,

4. For the limitation to a period ‘of years of
the terms of the federal Judges,

Indiana, through the action of a democratie
legislature, demanded the direct election of sen-
ators in 1890, before the populist party had
gained any headway, and since that time the
states Dave PONTIONGEA TOT Gliect IHCtIwn wi o .
ators as follows: -

. Arkansas, April 25, 1901,

. California, approved, 1900,
Mionesota, February 9, 1901,
Utah, March 12, 1903,
Kangas, certified, 1008,
Texas, April 17, 1901,
Illinoig, April 9, 1903,

lh-t‘ul’d

S RT AN O D030 000

Indiana, March 11, 1907,
South Dakota, February 2, 1907,
1 Idaho, February 27, 1901,
1 Washington, Mareh 12, 1503,
1 North Carolina, March 11, 1907.
13. Tennessee, March 22, 1005
1 Montana, February 21, 1907,
1 Wyoming, February 16, 1895,
1 Nevada (date not noted),
17. Michigan, session of 1901,

—
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Wisconsin, certified March 11, 1908.
19. Missouri, March 6, 1907,

. Jowa, March 12, 19507

. Oregon, March 10, 1903,

. Loulslana, November 25, 1907,

3. Colorado, April 1, 1801,

. Kentucky, February 10, 1502,

6. Penunsylvania, February 13, 1501,

. Nebraska, March 25, 1503,

27. Oklahoma, January 9, 150%,

This effectually disposes of the claim of popu-
lism that it instituted the demands for the direct
election of president, vice president and senators.
—Houston (Texas) Post.

It 18 not so Important as to what particular
party is entitled to the credit for originating a
particular reform, it is more important to know
the parties that advocate the reforms today
It would seem that among a progressive people
a reform that has been agitated for seventy-
five years should at this time be able to com-
mand the serious attention on the part of Presi-
dent Taft who, prior to the election, declared
that he personally favored the plan.
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MY CREED

1 would be true, for there are those who trust me;
1 would be pure, for there are those who care;
I would be strong, for there I8 much to suffer;
I would be brave, for there is much to dare;

I would be friend of all—the foe—the

friendless;

would be giving and forget the gift;

would be humble, for I know my weakness;
would look up—and laugh—and love and lift.

—Howard Arnold Walter In American Doy,
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