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It must grieve the president to have Senator
Aldrich retire so soon after recelving a certifi-
cate of confidence from the chief executive,

Some one has had the audacity to paraphase
the first line of a rollicking stanza to make it
read: ‘‘'Hale, Hale, the gang's all gone,” but
it is not accurate, Several are left.

WHEN TEDDY COMES MARCHING HOME

It has been suggested that upon the return
of our prodigal son from Africa we kill the
fatted beef trust.

WHAT WILL HE DO?

Those republicans who are hoping that Mr.
Roosevelt will take up the fight against Cannon
and Cannonism will perhaps be interested in a
letter printed by the New York World. This
letter was written by Theodore Roosevelt to
James E. Watson of Indiana in 1906 and is as
follows:

“I feel that all good citizens who have the
welfare of Amerlea at heart should appreciate
the immense amount that has been accom-
plished by the present congress organized as it
is, and the urgent need of keeping this organiza-
tion In power., Mr, Cannon, as speaker of the
house, has accomplished a literally phenomenal
amount of good work. It has shown a courage
good sense and patriotism such that it would ba'
a real and serious misfortune for the country
to fall to recognize. To change the leadership
and organization of the house at this time means
to bring confusion upon those who have been
successfully engaged in the steady working out
of a great and comprehensive scheme for the
betterment of our social, industrial and civie
conditions. Such a change would substitute a
purposeless confusion, a violent and hurtful
oscillation between the positions of the extreme
radical and the extreme reactionary, for the

present orderly progress along the line of a ¢
fully thought-out policy.” o
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AFTER MANY YEARS

In a recent issue the Philadelphia North
Ameriean, republican, demands the enforce-
ment by President Taft of the criminal clause
of the Sherman anti-trust law. Referring to
the suggestion that the trust h«.-;‘ prnce‘edeld
against with “fines and injunctions™ the North
American says:

1d
“nes and injunctions and dissolutions! The old,
nlt{ ::ltnrywwltl{ the anclent and Inevitable umllll}iﬂ
And this with a statute on the buuks“whh:h ]t 1({
highest legal authority has proclaimed “a crim nal
gtatute;” this while the history of the fines anc
judieial orders of dissolution and injunctions
against Standard Oll and the beef trust and thcé
sugar trust i{s fresh in every mind; this bill Io
entertainment proffered in the hour when1 t lie
temper of the nation demands dramatie, climacteric
and conclusive action %lnd not pfrolongallun of the
foolery of an alread resome farce.

Whift the wedare yor the whole nation demands
today, what would be the best possible benefit to
every honest corporation and would most promote
legitimate business and check most effectively the
spread of dangerous revolutionary sentiment would
be action by the federal executive and judlcial offi-
cers along the lines of these indisputable truths
declared more than two years ago by President
Woodrow Wilson, of Princeton:

“Our thinkers, whether in the fleld of morals or
In the field of economics, have before them nothing
less than the task of transiating law and morals
into the terms of modern business; and inasmuch
a8 morals can not be corporate, but must be In-
dividual, however ingenlously the individual may
secek covert, that task in simple terms comes to
this: to find the Individual amid modern ecircum-
stances and bring him face to face once more with
& clearly deflned personal responsibility,

“One really responsible man in jail, one real
originator of the schemes and transactions which
are contrary to public Interest legally lodged in
the penitentiary, would be worth more than one
thousand corporations mulcted in fines, if reform
is to be genuine and permanent.”

But Woodrow Wilson's opinions may be belit-
tled, He Is a student, a scholar, a college profes-
sor—a statesman, even though a democrat of the
ante-Bryan brand. He I8 not a judge, a corporation
lawyer, a “practical Pollticiun." nor a man ex-
perienced In the detafled workings and demands
of the country’'s “big business.” o it is possible
that Waahlnfton may disdain his conclusions as
those of a dllettante and a visionary, even though
the usual denunciation of “muck-raking” and “sen-
sationallsm” be not possible in his case.

Therefore, we submit as preferable study for the
fuldancn of the present national administration in
reatment of the trusts the highest expert testi-
mony—the views of the jurist who, while he was

& corporation lawyer, earned the title “godfather
of the trusts”

But Mr. Wilson’s recommendation of two
years ago was by no means the first demand
made upon a republican administration for the
enforcement of the criminal clause of the Sher-
man anti-trust law. Democrats and populists,
through newspapers and through party plat-
forms and political speeches, have demanded the
application of this very effective method of
treating with lawbreakers. From the beginning,
The Commoner has urged the enforcement of
this criminal clause. More than seven years
ago, in its issue of October 17, 1902, The Com-
moner printed this editorial:

THE CRIMINAL CLAUSE

The New York Journal is entitled to credit for
formally bringing to the attention of Attorney
General Knox the criminal clause of the federal
antl-trust law and insisting upon the enforcement
of that law against the coal barons. The Journal
has directed Attorney General Knox's attention to
the fact that the vartir first section of the federal
anti-trust law provides for eriminal prosecution
of those who enga(fe In combinations in the form
of trusts or (:('.sna?I racy in restraint of trade or
cl:lmame;ce among the several states or with foreign

ations,

The Journal suggests to Attorney General
that criminal prosecutions of these well-fed \%‘fgl:f
tors of the law will be advantageous to public in-
terests, B{ way of proof in support oF the de-
mand for the immediate criminal prosecution of
these peoFle the Journal calls attention to the
findings of the congressional committee of the in-
terstate and forelgn commission made in 1803 and
quoted with approval In the report of the indus-
trial commission in 1902, as follows:

“The committee, after a careful investigation
has come to the conclusion that the railroa com-
panies enlmged In mining and transporting coal
are practically In a combination to control the
output and fix the price which the ublic pays for
this Important and necessary article of consump-
tion, here I8 substantially no competition '-xls;:-
Ing between these companies. e only limitatio
“t) ttl':eir %?Fmt'::d% 18 the indisvosition on the pa.rr:
gr'llgle.q' pﬂult o : huy their product at an exorbitant

1@ editor of the Journal announces

ney general that an active concert artxg tprfl:tfltr?a:-
tlon controls the country’s anthracite coq SUpPPly.
He declares that he can show that the main comn.
spiracy is centered In the Temple Iron com }:;n-
and that the men whose acts should thus be ‘:-u;;,
jected to an Investigation by the grand Jjury mre
George K. Baer, Eben T. Thomas. D l";-q“'
wood, Willlam H. Truesdale, . IIJL  F
Olyphant, Thomas P, Fowler, and Irving A ;-’u.ﬁ,-..‘!“
Pon receipt of the Journal's statement sce "
ney General Knox referred the same to the gf,.\,{f.'
attorney for New York. There has beor ; -+ .
general curlosity to know why the admisiess 1 4
a8 not sought to enforce the eriminal clga . "'"‘,‘,
the federal anti-trust law., No rc:prea-—;.q;ﬂ":& :
the administration has attempted 1o ;;’5,.;1,“,"’
administration's fallure in this respect. e -
formal notice which the New York Jowras) to
served upon the attorney general will aftrec R Lige
spread attention. It 18 to be hoped, glse 4| e

torney General Knox may yet be &"‘""*’\;::l.:,':g‘,'gmi;
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serfously undertake the enforcement of this very
important and In fact chief feature of the federy)
anti-trust law., :

In The Commoner of February 10, 1905, the
following editorial appeared:

ENFORCE THE CRIMINAL CLAUSE

The opinion rendered by the United States sy
preme court in the beef trust case appears to
be a complete vindication of the government's
claim that the packers have conspired in re.
strain of trade and have made themselves liahlo
to the terms of the Sherman anti-trust law.

In this case the opinion was delivered by Jyus-
tice Holmes who, several months ago speaking
from the bench, declared that the Sherman anti-
trust law was a criminal statute and should bhe
enforced accordingly. .

Several weeks ago, -Washlngton correspon-
dents announced that some one high in the con-
fidence of the administration had declared that
if the supreme court sustalned the government's
contention in the beef trust case, eriminal pro-
ceedings would be instituted. On the day fol-
lowing the supreme court’s deecision in that case,
Washington dispatches said that unless the pack-
ers accepted the opinion as the government un-
derstood it, the eriminal clause of the Sherman
anti-trust law would be invoked,

It is to be hoped that this course will be
adopted. Long ago, the criminal clause, which
is indeed the chief feature of the Sherman anti-
trust law, should have been enforced. It is the
one feature of that law which the trust magnates
greatly fear., The criminal indictment is the
one weapon which powerful law breakers dread.
Mr. Roosevelt has it in his power to demonstrate
his sincerity by invoking the powerful aid of the
criminal indictment in his warfare against the
trusts. Men of all political parties hope that
the president will rise to the emergency. He
has everything to gain and nothing to lose by
standing fearlessly and stalwartly in defense of
public interests and the only way in which the
welfare of the many may be protected from tho
greed of the few is by ecalling strictly to ac-
count men who, in order to fill their pockets
with ill-gotten gains, do not hesitate to conspire
against the very lives of the people.

The time for experiments has gone by, Mr.
President. The time for action is at hand. The
people have been permitted to sufferall.too long.
They are not only entitled to relief, hut they
must have relief. It is within your power to
protect them and whatever contempt these in-
fluential law-breakers may show for injunection
proceedings or high-sounding manifestos, they
will be very ready to obey the law—and obey
it implicitly—when they are brought face to
face with the fact that continued violation of
the law means imprisonment.

FRIGHTENED

Washington dispatches say that even Repre-
sentative Dalzéll is frightened and recently made
a hurried trip to his home in order to look after
his fences. Representative Tawney, another
Cannon lieutenant, also received g hurry call.
These little spasms of fright are mighty tame
compared with the chill which will come over
these republican leaders on election day.

“AS AISY AS YOU CAN"
I've a sweetheart that’s the merriest boy in all
the County Clare,

His whistle’'s like the blackbird’s flute in spring«
time's larchwoods fair,

An' if 'm troublin’ any time, “Be aisy, love,™
says Dan,

“An’ if you can’t be aisy, be as ailsy as you can!"

He'll up at dawn to find for me the wee red
cow that strays,

His hand will make the butter come on weary
churnin’ days,

An' when the worl
love,” says Dan,

“An' if you can’t be aisy, be as algy as you can!™

d seems all awry, “Be alsy,

He’s such a way with all th ;
buckled shoes @ girls, an’ when I

He steps the jig 'tis man e
he might choose, Yy & maid for partn'l

Bult tho” his smile’s for every one, ‘“Be alsye
ove,"

"An" if you can't be alsy, be as aisy as you can!™
Oh, there’s no one ke my sweetheart al
W&y thro’ County Clare, 4 Eh Ml e

En" heo says we'll Just be marri
Vieom scents the alr, P YA ;he -

Ax" “tis 1ite will be al ‘
lov0,” says Dar all springtime, for “Be aisy,

“A8 M you can't b'e alsy, be as aisy as you can!™
—Pall Mall Gazette.




