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Mr. Roosevelt and the Third Term

“Resolved, That In the epinlon of

this house, the precedent established
by Washington and other presids “l"T"
the Unlited States In retiring from the |

presidentinl  oflice after thel

‘the name of the American people for
‘g0 salutary an example, sald:

. “For your country's sake; for the

second Feake of republican liberty; it is our

term, has become, by unlversal consent

a part of our republican system

{ ! sparture
overnment, and that any de par
rom Lhis time-honored custom would
be unwiee, unpatriotie and fraught

with perlla to our free Institutions™

The above resolution was adopted
by the house of representatives on
the 15th day of Decembor, 1875, It
was offered by Mr. Springer, of I1li-
nolis, after consultation with leading
friends of the principle and was car-

rled Iimmediately and almost unani-

, mously, being opposed by the votes

of only 18 members out o
received the support and approba-
tion of all parties. Men who quar-
reled bitterly upon all other politi-
cal subjects were of one heart and
one mind when It came to be a ques-
tion whether the custom established
by Washington and other presidents
of retiring after their second term
ought to be respected, or could be
safely departed from,

80 much {8 now being hysteri-
cally written and spoken about
Roosevelt, and as he 18 unquestion-
ably a candidate for a third term, it
I8 well to calmly and dispassionately
congider ““the precedent established
by Washington and other presidents
of the United States, in retiring from
the presidential office after their
gecond term." I assume that it will
be universally conceded that the
safety of republican institutions re-
quires that there should be BOmMe
limit to the eligibility of the chief
magistrate. The length of time or
the number of terms is not of such
paramount importance as that the
maximum limit, whether fixed by law
or regulated by custom, should be
strictly observed. The custom pre-
cedent or law fixing this limit, once
broken is no longer a safeguard. We
are, then, without restraint upon the
ambitious and unserupulous, and life
tenure is not only an easy step, but
Inheritance an almost certain se-
quence.

All history teaches: “That trans-
gresslion of customary limitations was
uniformly followed by destruction.
Everywhere and always it was a fatal
sympton of decay; the sure fore-
runner of ruin, When Caesar re-
fused to lay down his consulship, as
his predecessors had done, at the
end of a vear, and was re-elected time
after the, with the acquiescence of
the senate and the people, all that

2hl. It

* was real in Roman freedom ceased

to exist. Two republies in France
were brought to an end in the same
way. Napoleon began by being con-
sul for a term, then was elected for
life, and finally became emperor with
the powers of an absolute despot
The last Bonaparte was president for
four years, was re-elected for ten,
and ended like his uncle, by grasp-
ing the imperial crown.” That two
terms shall be the maximum limit
of presidential eligibility 18 as old
as the office itself, It is true that
there is nothing in the constitution
forbldding more than two terms, but
the “two term precedent set by
Washington, followed by his suctes.
BOrs, consecrated by time, and ap-
proved by all of the public men of
the country had ripened into a rule
as efficient In its operation as ir it
had been a part of the organic law."
In England every custom favoring
civil liberty, once adopted by com-
mon consent, becomes binding upon
prince and people. These customs
make up the body of the common
law, and the English constitution
itself 1s but a collection of them.
Washington, elected and re-
elected unanimously, when solicited
to become a candidate for the third
term, refused and retired to private
life, thus setting the precedent, and
the congress of 1796 thanking him {n

U aarnest wish that your example may

be the guide of your successors, and
thus, after being the ornament and
safeguard of the present age, become
the patrimony of our descendants,

Jefforson, when solicited to become
a candidate for the third term, re-
fused. In letters addressed to the
legislatures of Vermont, New Jersey,
and Pennsylvania, he solemnly and
publicly announced to the country
that he would adhere to the prece-
dent set by Washington, in retiring
at the expiration of his second term.
In a letter to the Vermont legislature
under the date of December 10, 1807,
he says: “‘That 1 should lay down
my charge at a proper period is as
much a duty as to have borne it faith-
fully, If some termination to the
sorvice of the chief magistrate be not
fixed by the constitution, or supplied
by practice, this office nominally for
vears, will in faet become for life:
and history shows how easily that
degenerates into an inheritance.”
And he in the same letter further
sald: “1 should unwillingly be the
person who, disregarding the sound
precedent set by an {illustrious pre-
decessor, should furnish the first
example of prolongation beyond the
second term of office.” Similar ex-
pressions are found scattered all
through his correspondence, as long
as he remained in office (until the
expiration of his second term), and
after he had retired to Monticello
he continued to repeat his firm con-
viction that strict adherence to the

two term precedent was the only safe
prineiple.

This precedent of retiring from
the presidential office at the expira-
tion of the second term was adhered
to by Madison, “the father of the con-
stitution” and by Monroe, the most
popular of all of our presidents, save
the first. By Gen, Jackson's time the
precedent of retiring at the end of
the second presidential term was con-
sidered by him, and by the country
at large, to be as well establigshed
and as sacred as the constitution
itself.  Jefferson in his autobiog-
raphy says: ‘“‘The example of our
presidents voluntarily retiring at the
end of the second term, and the pro-
gress of publie opinion that the prin-
ciple is salutary have given it In
practice the form of a precedent and
insomuch that should a president
consent to be a candidate for a third
election, T trust that he wonld be
rejected on this demonstration of am-
bitious views.” How much stronger
is that example now than when
Jefferson wrote his autobiography.
Then it had only been set and sanc-
tloned by four presidents, viz:
Washington, Jefferson, Madison and
Monroe, and our BEovernment was
then only about thirty-six years of
age. Now after more than 122 years
of federal existence we find that the
precedent has been adhered to by all
of our presidents. From Washing-
ton to Grant the wisdom and the
necessity of the two term rule had
never been questioned. In the sum-
mer of 1875 a small coterje of selfigh
and unprincipled politiclans began
to boom Gen. Grant for a third term,
but so jealous was the country then
of even a suggestion of the violation
of this sacred precedent that the
house of representatives passed the
resolution heading this article, re-
gardless of party.

The congress of 1796 which
‘thanked the father of his country”
for his salutary example, and the
house of representatives of 1875
which deprecated a departure from
that example, were both perfect mir-
rors of existing publie opinlon, and
when the republican federal conven-

tion met in 1876, Gen, Grant’ name
was not so much as mentioned in the
convention for the nomination of a
third term. Again an abortive effort
was made by designing politiclans in
the republican convention of 1880,
to nominate Gen. Grant for a third
term. The advocates of the third
term then insisted that the prece-
dent established by Washington and
other presidents had reference to
more than two consecutive terms,
and that, as Gen. Grant had retired
at the termination of his second term
in compliance with this precedent,
and another term having intervened,
the precedent had no application. But
the great mass of the people, as wel
as a large majority of the public men
were wedded to the spirit of the two
term rule and imbued with that prin-
ciple of public morality which detests
a political sham and a fraud.

Since 1880 no effort has been made
to set aside the precedent estab-
lished by Washington and other
presidents, until now when it is
urged by some that Roosevelt should
have another term because, they say,
he 18 a necessity at this particular
time; that no one else can perfect
the reforms that he inaugurated in
his first and second terms, and which
have been abandoned by his succes-
sor, There were sycophants and
flatterers who told Washington,
Jefferson, Madison and Monroe the
same thing; but the lofty patriotism
of those great men scouted such sug-
gestions. There were adherents of
the two Bonapartes who prepared the
public mind of France for their am-
bitious and gelfish schemes by just
such talk and such writings as we
are hearing and reading now in this
country in reference to Roosevelt
for a third term. All of the talk of
Roosevelt ag a reformer, is the veri-
est fraud and sham‘—Roosevelt has
denounced all “malefactors of great
wealth,” but during °is two terms
as president not one step was taken
to regulate or control these heart-
less and brutal depredators upon the
public—Roosevelt has always had
the support of the “malefactors of
great wealth” as the result of cor-
rupt deals. The Steel trust, the
Sugar trust, and the great railroad
and other great corporatiors, have
been his ardent supporters, and large
contributors to his campaign cor-
ruption funds. The “malefactors of
great wealth” have always given
their unqualified endorgsement to his
suggestions of reform. They thor-
oughly understand that his diatribes
are mere bruta fulmina and only
intended to mislead the people.

We are told by these “third
termers’ that President Roosevelt
has really had only one term, for the
first term was President McKinley's
ferm, ete. This is as detestible g
quibble and sham as that used by the
“third terms’ in 1880 in their efforts
to secure the nomination for Gen
Gria:{nt for Ia third term. !

Oosevelt was elected vie %
dent in 1900 to become presfdc-r:lrf?n
just such a contingency ag made him
president, viz: the death of Pres-
dent McKinley, when the remainder
of the term became, under the con-
stitution, Roosevelt's first term just
as surely and as ahsolulely as if he
had been elected president in 1900,
:le 11;33 elected for the Second term
n 4, and another term would he
his third term, and a violation of the

precedent establighed by W -
ton and other presldan};:s, o
surely as if he hag been

8 the opinto '
Roosevelt himsgelf is avidenged bt;' h(;;
announcement to the Amerlean
people on the night of th
In 1904, in which he said: “On the
fourth of March, next, I shall have
served three and a half years, and
these three and & half years con-
stitute my first te

rm, Th
tom which lmits o Wise cus-

and that this {

a presid
terms regards the ent to two

@ election Thh

———

the form, and under*no circumstanceg
will I be a candidate for or accept
another nomination.” But why
should any one expect Roosevelt tp
be bound by this announcement, or
have any respect for a tradition or

———

LAST CHANCE FOR FREE LAND,

There will be just such a rush for
Mexican land this winter, as there wag
in Oklahoma when it was opened for
settlement. In Tropleal Mexico, the for-
tility of the soil is inexhaustible, Land
that "will grow bananas to perfection,
can be got free, all that Is required is
to have five acres of bananas planted
within five years. You can get the
planting done by authorized Improve-
ment Companies, on the lnstnllm?nt
plan, by paying $5 a month at first. You
do not have to go to Mexico. People
living In the United States and Canada
can get particulars reﬁardlng Muxlr-;_m
Free Land by addressing The .Iu:'nl:'.:i
Plantation Company, Block 913, Pitts-
burgh, Pa. Bananas begin boarlng”in
about one year, The profit is from §200
to $300 per acre. roducing banana
orchards sell for one thousand dollara
per acre. I write this hoping that
many of your readers may be benefited
as I have been, for I think it the oppor-
tunity of a lifetime, and within the
reach of all.

NEW RUPTURE CURE

Don't Wear A Truss.

Brooks' Appllance, New dls-
‘ Y covery, Wonderful. No obnox-
fous springs or pads. Automatle
Alr Cushlo Bindas and
draws the broken parta
together e you wounld a
broken limb. No salves No
lymphol. No lles. Durablg,
ear. Bent on trial. Pat, Sepk
10, 1901,

CATALOGUE FREL.

. 0KS, 173 STATE
cii'l EBE ?Nar: all. Mich,

leman
oLy i B'.&mn o

PATE“TS 0 !. dmk’ m.
D.C. Advice an

Rates reasonable, Highest references. Best

FIT CURED 23.200%.25. 04123

m{“ our small fee
un
American Institute, 502 Grand Ave., Kensas City, Me.

oured and satisfled Qerman.

PATENTS SECURED ORFEE

RETURNED.
Free report as to Patentability  Illustrated Guide

Book, and List of Inventions Wanted, sent free,
YICTOR J. EVANS & CO., Washington, D. O,

REMEDY unt’m:’u ﬂlfll Tlll{;.ﬂ l:
Itcures send $1.00; not, n't.
Glve Express Office. Nat'l Chemleal
Company, 810 Ohle Ave,, Sidnoy, 0,

timae,

A Ian or woman to act as our in-
formation reporter. All or spare
No experience necessary. 860 to $300 per
month. Nothing to sell. Send stamp 'or particu-
lars, SALES ASSOCIATION, 789 Assocla~
tionBldg, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA,

| want High-class Balasmen
$0 achas General Agents for the
ealoof my FLORIDALAND, Noex-
perioncenscossary. Nocapitalre |

nired, Good men earn §100 to

weekly Sidelinemen easil

make §70 to $200 weekly. Ben
for ** dential Clroular to
General Agents,” aud * Selling
Manuval.” " Both free,

E.C. HOWE
787 Hartford mu

1 PAY,
SH()L
s ,)‘(3!"2-'_

Each Sale

FAULTY METABOLISM

AS A COMMON CAUSE OF DISEASE,
is the subject discussed In Bulletin
No, 1 of the Shafer Pathological
Laboratory. The Bulletn ls sent
free on request and will prove lnter-
esting o everyone In Pain and
Poor Health .

Address: John F. Shafer, M. D.
214 Ponn Ave., Piitsburg, Pa.

been made for

communi s te
e Commoner, Lincoln, thﬁﬁ'ff.

HOICE FARMS; must #sell; write for
C list. T, A, Baggett, Gut.‘:lrlq (.)kll.

all

AND Buyers, attention. o
LANS Buyers, attention. For sale—

county, Okla. * Property  naw Socot

substance angd not

Property now o i
and part 5‘
h‘p id ‘Iin oultlvsaon. Held at $4,000




