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Now that the Austrian war cloud has disap-
peared the preparedness fever ought to show
signs of abatement,

If there is no other way to carry our officials
safely, why not take them on battleships? Het-
ter that than risk belligerent vessels.

Wonder if the men who attended the Roose-
velt dinner were also at the Manhattan club
dinner? They are the kind of men who work
both sides so long as they can advance their
schemes for making money.

KEvery belligerent ship sunk is an additional
reason why Americans should not be permitted
to avel on the ships of the warring nations.
Can we afford to permit a few Americans to
drag this country to the verge of war?

If conscription is opposed in Great Britain af-
Aer gighteen months of the most horrible war
the world has ever known, why do the jingoes
think universal military service would be pop-
ular in this country in time of peace?

When you are enjoving that palatable article
of food, the potato, just remember that the Army
experts would ask you to expend ANNUALLY
upon the army a sum more than 50 per cent
greater than the value of tha entire potato crap
of the United States,

——— e e —_———— -

The government has on hand and in course of
manutacture, more than 700,000 rifies and 250.-
000,000 cartridges. This is more than enough
to equip all the jingoes who would enlist. They
would probably prefer to use gas bombs—they
are more familiar with them.
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The friends of militarism and frenzied pre-
paredness are very indignant because “eivilian
Judgment” is substituted for “the scientific con-
clusions of the general board of the navy and
the general staff of the army.” Too bad that
those who represent the tax-payers should dif-
fer from those who make war a profession, If,
before the adoption of frenzied preparedness the
militarists are impudent enough to question the
right of the tax-payers to a voice in determining
the amount of the appropriations, what will be
their insolence if their advice is followed and
this government I8 turned over to those who
make a business of war?
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A Sample of Non-
Partisanship

Just before congress adjourned for the holi-
days a resolution was passed extending the war
tax for another year—and it was done by a
strict party vote. Every republican voted “No.
Is thiz the kind of non-partisanship we are to
expect when the President's prepsredness plan
comes before congress. If the republicans vo'te
against a war tax NECESSARY TO PREVENT
A DEFICIT IN THE RUNNING EXPENSES OF
THE GOVERNMENT, are they likely to support
any revenue measure proposed by the democrats
as an adjunct to the preparedness program? Are
the republicans likely to be more willing to sur-
render their high tariff views in behalf of pre-
paredness for imaginary wars than they are for
the running expenses of the government?

If the vote on the extension resolutions signi-
fies anything it signifies that the preparedness
program will fail because of disagreement on the
taxes necessary to carry out the plan. The re-
publicans will insist upon the return to a vro-
tective tariff, to which the democrats can not
afford to agree; and the democrats will insist on
putting the burden upon large incomes, to which
the republicans, having large incomes, would na-
turally object,

Well, while the preparedness program ought to
he defeated on ite merits, or rather because of its
lack of merits, defeat will be accentable, even
it it results from an irreconciled difference of
opinion as to the methods to be employed in
raiging the revenue required by the preparedness
nrogram,

W.J. BRYAN.

A \\'.-\R*I..'.\;‘i FROM THE PHOENIX

The Phoenix (published by Michael Monohan
of South Norwalk, Conn.) contains the following
verv gensible warning in its November issue:

“Don't forget this, Mr. Plain Citizen:—The
fellows who are shouting the loudest for war
and whose hearts are bleeding to death for the
national honor, have no idea of doing any real
flehting themselves—not if they know-i!— It's
YOU for the bloody fray and the human Omelette
business, while these wise patriots will go on
safely publighing newspapers or c¢utting coupons
in Wall sgtreet, Militarism is alright—it depends
on the end of it you get!"”

Well said. The war urged by the manufac-
furers of munitions and the jingo press is for
YOU to fight while they make money out of the
War.

Oun another page will be found a communica- -

tion from Judge Weakley of Birmingham, one
of the leading prohibition democrats of the
south. He is right in protesting against the at-
tempt of the wet democrats to control the dele-
gation from dry states. Prohibition states
should bhe represented by prohibition democrats.
No real friend of the President will put him in
the position of onnosing prohibition in the states
that have adopted it.

Already hints are being dropped by the bhie
manufacturers that after the European war ends
American labor will have to accept lower wages
because in the effort to hold the foreign com-
merce they have been able to secure through the
paralysis of German and British overseas trade
they will have to sell at lower prices. They are
asking in the meantime. in order to keen out the
flood of cheap goods that will be loosed when the
war ends and money is wanted, that the tariff be
raised. This would debar labor from any bene-
fits in the way of lower prices at home for what
it consumed. The bir manufacturers’ idea of
prosperity is large profits for himself and a job
for the laborer at whatever wages it can induce
him to work for. Lahor likes a job, but it also

likes & wage that leaves something above mere
sustenance.

—_—

No one can gain an accurate idea of whether
the country is prosperous or not by listening to
the complaints of those whose selfish interests
have been interfered with by legislation. but if
you are interested in a real index note that the
production of motor car vehicles in 1915 was
nearly 900,000, or 30 per eent more than the
previous vear, while the production for the eny-
;;.: year is conservatively estimated at 1,200,-

HENRY FORD'S APPEAL TO EUROPEAN

NATIONS

The appeal which Henry Ford sent to the
rulers of the nations involved in the war was
sent by wireless to the New York Sun, December
13. It is as follows:

"“Peace ship appeal to European rulers, -
“To His Majesty.

“Sire: We come in this time of trouble, not
to add to your burdens, but to help lift them;
not to consider which nations are most to blame
for the disaster that has befallen BEurope, but
to end the strife; not to intrude ourselves upon
your national life and national ideals, but ra-
ther with an earnest desire to understand them
and a heartfelt wish to aid in realizing them.

“The love of country, for which every day
tens of thousands of lives are sacrificed, is the
same in every land. Your nation, like the peo-
ples of all the other belligerent countries, is
fighting for its national existence and its best
national traditions, and so there can be no irre-
concilable differences.

“SBuch common ideals surely must afford a
basis upon which to establish a magnanimous
and honorable peace. The men and women of
your country and of all the warring countries
have proved their loyalty. Enough blood has
been shed, enough agony endured and enough
destruction wrought,

"“The time has come to stop the bloodshed, to
save the people from further slaughter, and the
civilization of the world from anarchy and ruin."-

“"Has not war been fried enough in sixteen
months of fighting? 1Is it not proved that war
can not solve problems but that it leads only
to loss and misery? Must more lives be crushed
and more wives and mothers bereaved before we
recognize that Europe is bleeding to death and
that the grievous wound must be staunched?

“The rising desire of the people of neutral
nations to convert a barren disinterestedness
into active good will has prompted the citizens
of the United States of America to sail for Eu-
rope on the steamship Oscar II. with the serious
purpose of joining with citizens of the European
neutral nations in an organized effort to help
restore peace upon an honorable basis, 1/

“To facilitate direct negotiations between you
and the other warring nations, we neutrals are
about to join a conference which shall, without
delay, frame and submit simultaneously to you
and all the other belligerent nations proposals
as a basis for discussion leading to the final set-
tlement,

“Therefore we earnestly entreat vou
rulers of all the other warring natlo:s toat;lgclgg
an immediate truce. Let the armies stand still
where they are. Then let negotiations proceed
80 that the soldiers may bhe delivered from an-
other bitter winter in the trenches and gent
:Jack tot liheir labors and their firesides,
8 no other way to end the war -
tion and discussion, why waat:xgggt rlg)r!:egia
cious human life for the sake of humanity?

“HENRY FORD."

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

(Written for the memoirs
L of Booker T. Wash-

: Booker iT \;Vaalhingtnn has rendered
arge service to his race and b
been distinetly useful to his cozn(tl:yir.ng Igg lli::
made his impression upon many and thig im-
pression will be felt for generations to come
For the benefit of those whe study his life I
venture to report a meeting which I had wfth
him on April 30th, 1915. T was delivering a
speech at Carnegie hall, New York, in favor of
total abstinence, and at the conclusion of my
remarks, circulated a pledge among the audi-
ence. It read, “We, the undersigned, promise
God helping us, never to use intoxicating liqiml:
as a beverage.” When I took my seat the au-
dience called for Washington and then learped
that Booker T. Washington was on the ata‘ge
He came forward and made a brief speech ia.
the course of which he said that he had aig:ued

ioned, adding that his

a very

use of intoxic .
quor than from any other cause. ating 1

It has given me pleasure to repo -
mony to colored men of inﬂuenceparﬁi 't}lll?y tlf:tvie
used it in urging total abstinence. I have won-
dered whether it might not be advisable for the
colored leaders interested in the temperance
cause to take this pledge and circulate it among
‘tﬂ';ehi: ipeolple. t}e:criblng it as the Booker

ashington pledge, it being 1 >
pledge which he signed,’ o

W. J. BRYAN.




