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Government ownership, while a very important

Auction when-wecousidflrtt- nuiriher df.prob-lem- s

involved is, like other big 'questions, simple
enough when we 'understand the ifew tfunda-uiont- al

primnles upon Avhicii Jit Us 'based, an 'the
solution of --every --question, 'large .or small, some
fundamental
and the question

principle is imdenitooti.
When I waB a young man H hear'd a mormon

in whicli the 'miniBtor used fan. illustration that
ofton comes to imy mind. lHo'-said- , that, in ticki-

ng a tree through 'asgdte, 'everything-depende-

on Hie way one --went atMt. If the 'truiik df toe
tree was taken through first, the branches would
be pressed .in --against tho .trunk .and 'the itree
could be taken vtlrrough. iIf,fon 'the (icon tmry,'oite
should attompt tto ttdW'tlfo tre"e 'through tho gdte
by taking 'hold of 'one off 'the ilimbs, 'the other
limbs would ca toil ton tthe jtttoposts.and mrprog-res- 3

could the made, lit 'is fa lhomeiy 'illustration
but vory forceful. JLdt-u- s consitter first the "prin-Teip- le

involved . iin govoTtumout 'ownership, 'the
trunk df the 'tree, 'so 'to vspedlc; thon 'the tietails

- (he linlbs vill,noUglve''UsTtrodl31e.
A private monopoly is dnudfonsible and .Jn-tolera-

That is the 'cornerstone mpon 'which
those build who favor government ownership,
whether it --is .applied to municipal corporations,
to corporations witliin a stdte, or to organizat-
ions nation-wid- o inoarmraLtion'and'in'fluenco.The
first question to ibo settled, therefore, iawhdther
a private corporation Jb liudofenBlbte or a thing
wise in itself. If a njrriV3dto limmopdly is wiso it
will he difficult tto Jjustlfiy Tiuy 'form Jf tgovorn-mc- ut

ownership. If .lnddfenBible, lit mecOBsdiMy
fdllows that dt iis intolerable, for tan '.Iiltdlligortt
peqple, entrusted Tthe aUtlrorlty 'Of gov-
ernment, will never coririlt sin lorgauization 'to
oxist long after it as Vknvwn tlo be dudGfenBibie.
The private monopoly rof ttoday is a 'Corporate
organization, and ?a vooijporation iB ipurely a crea-
ture of law. It has no matural wights; dt can
only do what the .law iPormitB it ito 'do. --It dias
many advantages vaver ithe matural unan, chief
among which are .a ifi-xe- per.iod vof life, dimited
liability and creator resources, ibut, having beon
created (or permitted!) am ithe .tlraoity '.that 'it
promotes tho general welfare, it is csubjedt tto
such governmental supervision .and .limitations
as the public welfare may require.

The dbjections to private lmohopdly may, for
the purpose of this 'discussion, .to uivTded Into
three general dlasses: economic dljjeotions, ipdl-uic- al

ohjedtions-ana-dbjedtion-
s Chat .arise .out xft

the nature of man.
First. A monopdly Is dhjectionabl :from an

economic stamlpTaint 'because it suspon'ds the
incentives whTchnure .progress toward

in mdthod. When 'an indus'tr.y 'has to mieet
competition 'it is dompdlletl .to 'be a'leTt. It must
nSi beot brains; lit mus--t .employ tho best

hods; it inventions
JJijieii will improve tire .qudllfcy 'or lower 'the
P"ce. its aim 'must 'be to 'Offer to "the .public the
most perfect product at the lowest possiblo cost,

ompetion in 'business, ithoro'f ore, --spoils progress.
oni fB8ence rft Tnonaptily is 'the -- dliniination of
S?i on' aua wIu 'fhG 'elimination df com-i- m.

?.' the lnceritlvflB Vhldh anake 'for improve--f
L !sar,Pear- - t is lno 'longer necessary 'to 'bidnr f i

apR
best 'Quality; --melliocTe tdlent can Tnan-chV- ff

nionoP1y because, idthor avenues 'being
at !publi13 'must co --ne --to he one source

" .iPv?; ains :next y8fceP l8 fcapitalteof Ion rot
i,;? "I8tr,butiirg'sydt8m; 'tluitiiB, theoiorporation,
cJi nn,i l0IISBr uonrpdlled tto iBdliolt ibuslness,

tnpir if i88 ,lfcB sttlcBmon tnnti issue watered
limited only by the amount upon which

MONOPOLY

PRIVATE M$PL1f gZuJSflz ZL.'Si's;--:

andontrdllingiPEinoiple.iSiiiwolced,
;anndt!beBltlodiutttiltthBvcon-trollln- g

muBtlbe.qiiickito.acatiire

,:'i,u"vo 4Ul i"w"u bjowb onu me pnoe is raisedto the highest .point -- that "the tnffilc will 'bear."
Then comes deterioration in quality. A ,poor
article can bo made to command as high a price
as the 'better article did 'formerly, 'because tbero
lis no other place for the purchaser to go. Thin
is "the economic Toad that monopoly travdU; it
leads downward, not upward.

'Second. 'But there 'are also political objections
to tho private monopdly. Hope Is one of tho
greatest Tausdts of 'the 'American 'business man.
No 'matter how humble his beginning, the way

'is open 'to 'the 'top; he looks up and works up-
ward. Competition is his mainstay;, it gives 'him
assurance '(hat 'he can coin into money Ills In-

telligence, dils 'industry and 'his 'honesty. 'Ho
economizes in youth because it 'gives iilm
'promise o'f plenty in 'Ills old age. 'Ho Iiub a
'chawce to be independent this is the dream
rtff 'the anibitious toller, and his ambition is un
importanrdlement in estimating liis value aB a
citizen. He is interested in his country 'because
'it mi'eans (.everything 'to iliim; he is one df the
;peoplo in a people's governmertt. ille feels .the
responsibility, and ovory Bacritlce Unit 'ho makes
'to secure 'bettor lawsmnd betior mUminiAtratlon
has un aiTiecldble ydlue to ihim. Tho iprcStige

fgaiued by 'the !ATmorican Bdldlors iln tthe recent
war isoxplained'in par t by the fact "that iwe have
put more of hope and ;df -- opportunity Sbefore (he

rAmorican than --were over putHjoforomny
Ohor favorage man.

.Monopoly aim ts outUhe sky. 'Busineas is non-avert- ed

into a wlieel of fortune where ifavoritos
draw the capital prizes, while meritorious Tiron
draw blanks. The citizen is tsoured "by disap-
pointment; the government that 'took from?hipi
his club .rofuses vto pro toot him from hands up-il- ff

ted for his injury. He 'sees his 'business des-'troy- ed

by fcombinations which he is ipowerloss
to oppose hy coi:poratlons wliich his ,govorn-me- nt

created but ifails to 'restrain. :IIe cries for
relidf and hears onIy the ebho of 'his voice, wvhile
those who ffdtton on imonopoly bribe the 'law-imakori- nto

silence and the ipublic prosecutor in-t- to

(inaction.
fit a monopoly is destrudtlve from 'the staud-ipOi- nt

'of 'economics, 'it is deadly ;polaon to free
government. 'It ds not 'going beyond the truth
tto Baythttt-privat- e monopoly is inconsistent with
jpapular govornmont. The two cannot 'perman-
ently abide together. The individual is not it roe,
unit a 'Slave, When die must rpetition 'for his daily
bread to one who may dt willgive it'or withhold

Ut. If apace ipermitted, botli the economic Jand

(the tpdlitical arguments could be elaborated by
illustrationB'drawn from evory class 'which conies
into contact with monopoly. Tho "consumer is

robbed --because there is-ori- ly one 1from whom lie
can 'buy,; 'the iproducor 'df raw imuterial -- is iplun-xler- ed

Ibecause there is only one 'to whom ;ho aan
ttoll; "the .laborer is oppressed because . there Is

tonlytono 'who meeds hlBBklll.
IDhird. To expect a monopoly 'to 'be conducted

wisely or humanely 'betrays an lignorance of the

selfishness that -- must be taken into consideration
' in calculating the actions of men. The most up-pla- nt

ludge is not permitted to decide a case in

v hioh' he ds pecuniarily interested. Why allow

a monopolist to decide without appeal lbefaween

himself and his customers?
'o'f .petffoot ipersons. sent

If we had a roup
whom the heads' of monop-oU- e

fromfrom ffi Sie selected, they would tfoon become

'y ,the overwhelming .temptations .to

IS thev are subjected. The love of money,
authority for believing Is

w h .good
imake imperfectInnVnf .evil would --soonthe flaw wlien.theywuthose whose 'livw-wer- e

h a
ZZtZfroZTsZl maLs ,an autocrat

out of iliim.
j .autoanaoy. ffhe

mf1Tu7u0L,Sa"motnoJorto ama a Tortuue

t

cannot long be ignorant of tho 'Injustice ho in
'tlolng.'ttiid nvlton tho becomes cousoIoub that 1if
fgainsmTe illoBitimate hoxUstrusts a;govornment
'that gives to his Victims a 'chance to protect
'thomsolves from Mils 'greed. 'Bven it a private
'monopoly could 'bo 'shown to bo nn economic ad-
vantage, could not nfford to soouro its

dost of Individual indopondoiWo
and tho surrondorof .popular govornmont.

If tho unrlghteouflnos3 of a monopdly Is ad-'niitt- eU

If --wo accept oh u truth Unit a private
nnonopoly is'inddfonsibio dud, thordforo, Irttdlor-'dbl- e,

wo are In posltlon'to conslUor intelligently
the questions Which Unvolvo tho principle dC

rnioimpdly.
EconomiBta draw a 'lino between wifdt to

'(crmed NATtTRAL monopolies itutl othor iridus--
'trlos Midt-wee- 'those Vhoro competition in'fm- -
posslblo, ' or 'only 'possible wt 'the cost rof unnoces- -
sary duplication of plants 'and 'inconvenlonco to
"the pdbllc, and those bdtrtVconnVhldh'Pompdtitldu
caniirtvo free iiluy and oxorclse a corttrolllng'in- -
lluence. The city water tplttnt Is tho most familiar
'illustration of n lutturtiV 'monopoly Illustration;
It woiild'be costly 'folly to dhartor 'enough wdtor
plants to insure competitive rates. IDvon unllor
the 'fairest competition tho rates 'would uocoh- -
eoTilytbe 'much higher than thoy need bo If ono
iplant supplied the 'Whole city. But that doos-nd- t

midairthat aTniVAJPBCY'OWNBDmut, having
a imonopoly, would, ns a mattorof fact,'glvotho
consumers tho bdndlltH 'that 'follow 'from 'tho
monopoly. A .a rule (almorft itinlvorsal), jprlv--

mtdly owned jJlantsdo not; but, on the contrary,
flodl 'So unfairly with tho public that to avo
themsolvos 'from higher rates, bad water and

'Shameless political corruption, oitlon have beon
compollod (to take over tho iplants. Koarly till
'the cities 'now 'own and operate water plants.
(Plie same irrlslstible logic of oxporianco Is an- -
mudlly ilncroaslng the number 'Of --municipally
owned llglitlng jilants and will tfltlmatoly bri.ng'
the strcdt car dines under munldlpal ownership.

II conoludo this .artlnlo, whldh da introductory to
tfho discussion df public ownership of tolograiih
lines, telephone and railroads, with Uhe --propoai-
'tion that, whonover conditions, matural or 'ttrti- -
iflolal, are such as 'to rmakc a 'monopoly wlso, tho
ifrdltB of 'the ononopoly jmust be 'enjoyed by 'tho
ipublic genordlly and mdt by a 'low individuals.

W. J. BRYAN.
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(Tlic 'easiest jprdblem connected with the ques-
tion of igovomrmont tovjmership is 'the national- -

ilzationdf tlia telegraph dineB. Tlie'privatO'Ovnor-shi- p

of holograph lines .presonts all the .ovlls of
the private -- monopoly, while jpublictownorshipiof

tfrhese lines is open to less objection than isanado
tto any other 'form of ownership by tho federal
government.

PoStmasterGonbral 'Burleson, in his recorft
annual roport, rec0mmondH 'tiiat ithe tolograiih
Bystoms'of the countiy .be. deolared to be.a gov-ornm- ont

rmonopoly, to the hereafter ovned and'
operated 'by thc 'fedoral government in 'conncc-tio-n

with 'the jioBtdfllce dopartmont.
And why mot? It is impossible ito have icom-petiti- on

dn tlio imattor of 'telegraph service with-o- Ut

Buch a duplication of and such ad-'ditio- nal

(eocpenso as 'to make 'the competitive
HjyBtam costly whorcvor it is iattompted, .and
would 'undoubtedly prevent telegraph aorvioodrt
lhe smaller communltieB. 'As dt ds, the Westorn
(Union 'does not 'reach vail .of the communitiea
ireached!byi.he ;poStal sorvicerfand It would rcadh
:still;lesifitdiaU,ti5'divIdethuSine8 with

Tho 'telegraph .line .are used for the s.praad
tof tin formation tanil are tin tactual ucompetition,
vith the post office department. It was charged:

, .' m.iA

ml

me

"V h

.!

I;

A,'

5

1

i


